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Working for Alaska Business 
 

Curtis W. Thayer 
President and CEO  

Hello, Juneau! 
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Why we exist 

Chamber profile 

Our history 
Formed in 1953 before Alaska was a state for the purpose 
of promoting commerce in Alaska. 

Our vision 
To be the leading voice advancing Alaska Business. 

Our mission 
To promote a healthy business environment in Alaska. 

Our membership 
700+ member companies with 100,000+ employees 
and 30+ Local Alaska Chambers 
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We protect your interests 

Standing up for business 

Access 
to government 

officials 
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Influence 
on business critical 

to your success 

Protection 
of your business 

interests 
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Our leadership 
Board of Directors 
Governed by a volunteer board of directors, 
the Chamber is a private organization 
funded primarily by membership dues. It is 
not a government agency and receives no 
tax dollars. 

Committees 
The Chamber maintains the following 
committees to help achieve the its mission. 

•  Executive Committee 

•  Finance Committee 

•  Legislative Affairs Committee 

•  Events Committee 
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Business advocacy 

Pro-Business Alaska Business 
Report Card 

Alaska Business 
Political Action 
Committee 

We work for you 
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We follow state and federal legislation important to our members 

Legislative advocacy 

Standing up for business 
•  The Chamber speaks with a strong and 

credible voice for business. 

•  We stand behind pro-business legislation and 
advocate for issues that affect you. 

•  We ensure the Voice of Alaska Business is 
heard in Juneau and Washington D.C. 
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Our priorities for 2018 

Federal Priorities 
•  Support oil and gas exploration and 

development in Alaska’s federal areas 
including; the Outer Continental Shelf 
(OCS), National Petroleum Reserve-
Alaska (NPRA), Cook Inlet, and the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
(ANWR) 

•  Support repeal or reform of the 
Federal Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act 

State Priorities 
•  Support reduction of spending to 

sustainable levels 

•  Support comprehensive workers’ 
compensation reform 

Issues affecting Alaska’s business climate 
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Workers’ Compensation 
It’s been a long road 
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•  Long-time Alaska Chamber priority 

•  Last major reform occurred in 2005 

•  Stakeholder outreach occurred from Alaska 
Chamber and Senator Giessel 

•  Recently moved out of the Senate Labor & 
Commerce Committee 

•  Currently in the Senate Finance Committee 
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Workers’ Compensation 
Improving the system 
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•  Alaska Chamber's effort to improve the 
system: improve efficiencies, improve and 
reduce medical costs, revise the legal process, 
and revamp the reemployment benefits 
system 

•  Committee process has changed the bill 

•  Still looking at our options to move the bill in 
the next few weeks 
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www.StandForAK.com 

250+ ALASKA 
BUSINESSES AND 
ORGANIZATIONS 
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TAKEAWAY 
This ballot measure is a radical  

overhaul of regulations with serious  
unintended consequences. 

www.StandForAK.com 
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WHAT IS THE FISH HABITAT MEASURE? 
•  Replaces current permitting system with a 

•  complex, costly system 

•  All water and areas surrounding are considered 
anadromous fish habitat, even if no fish present 

•  Minor vs. major permit 

•  New “mitigation measures” 

•  Prescriptive language 

www.StandForAK.com 
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JOB LOSS: ECONOMY WILL SLOW 
OIL, MINING, + CONSTRUCTION 
 
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES WOULD DISAPPEAR 
 
UPENDS THE BALANCES BETWEEN 
ECONOMY AND ENVIRONMENT 

www.StandForAK.com 
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ROAD REPAIRS OR CONSTRUCTION COULD BE 
COSTLY OR IMPOSSIBLE 
 
HYDROPOWER AND WASTEWATER TREATMENT 
FACILITIES  WOULD VIOLATE PROPOSED STANDARDS 
 
PRIVATE PROPERTY OWNERS SUBJECTED TO 
STRINGENT PERMITTING PROCESS FOR PROJECTS AS 
SIMPLE AS CULVERTS AND SEPTIC SYSTEMS 
 
 
www.StandForAK.com 
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www.StandForAK.com 

www.standforak.com/coalition/ 
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Messaging 13 
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March 2018 
Sample: 809 Alaskan Likely Voters 
Margin of Error: ± 3.44% at 95% 

Alaska Public Opinion Survey 
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Alaska Business Week 
A crash course in business 
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2018 Alaska Business Week 
Get involved in the program! The 2018 
program runs from July 14 to 21 at 
the Alaska Pacific University in 
Anchorage. 

•  Register your high school student 

•  Sponsor 

•  Mentor 

•  Volunteer 

For more information contact 
Andy Rogers at (907) 278-2744 or 
andy@alaskabusinessweek.com 
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It’s your Chamber 

Make new 
business 
connections 

Get information 
and insight 

Showcase your 
business 

Get the most value out of membership 
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Thank you to our sponsors 25 
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Get in touch 37 
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E-mail 
You can contact me at 
cthayer@alaskachamber.com  
or call me directly at 

(907) 278-2739 

 

Our address 
471 West 36 Avenue, Suite 200 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

On the web 

 AlaskaChamber.com 

 Facebook 

 Twitter 

 YouTube 


