
 

 

 

 

Modern ribbon-cutting ceremonies begin to appear in historical accounts at the end of the 19th century. According to Union Parish, 

La. Archives, a ribbon-cutting ceremony was held around 1898 for the opening of a railroad line in northern Louisiana. Prominent 

ribbon cuttings include the opening of the Disneyland Monorail in 1959 and the opening of the World Trade Center in 1973.  

 

Today ribbon-cuttings symbolize new beginnings; as similar ceremonies have done for centuries. While ribbons tied together can 

symbolize a bond between a bride and groom, the cutting of a ribbon signifies a fresh start. A ribbon can be stretched across an 

entryway to signify that what is behind the ribbon is waiting to be presented to the world.

Ribbon-cutting ceremonies generate media coverage and marketing opportunities. Ceremonial scissors have turned ribbon 

cuttings into elaborate and sophisticated events, but the idea is a simple concept that has been around for ages.  The cutting of 

the ribbon symbolizes the ‘opening’ of something new, much like 

when a ribbon is cut from a nicely packaged gift before 

unwrapping.  It builds anticipation with the promise of 

something exciting. 
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