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LB 444

This legislation introduced by Senator Lynne Walz (Fremont), would prohibit a city or county already offering health insurance to law enforcement officers from being cancelled if the law enforcement officer suffers serious bodily injury as a result of an assault that occurred while the officer was on duty and results in the officer unable to work a sufficient number of hours to maintain individual or family health insurance.  Senator Walz introduced an amendment at the time of the hearing to expand the legislation to include not only law enforcement officers, but all first responders who are also receiving individual or family health insurance through a city or county. 


The term, first responder, includes volunteer or paid firefighters and volunteer or paid out of hospital emergency care providers.  


Those city or county employees, who also serve as volunteers in their communities, would benefit from this legislation in the event of an unforeseen assault against a first responder.


Senator Walz has named LB 444 as his priority bill.  The bill was advanced with the amendment by the Judiciary Committee. 

ASSAULT BILLS HEARD TOGETHER - LB 577 AND LB 638

Senator Mike Hilgers (Lincoln) introduced LB 577 and Senator Bruce Bostelman (Brainard) introduced LB 638.  Both bills would enhance the criminal penalties for persons committing assaults against public safety officers, including volunteer firefighters and volunteer out of hospital emergency care providers.  In an amendment offered at the time of the hearing, Senator Bostelman included provisions of both bills in his bill, LB 638.  


In the amendment, a person committing an attack by ambushing a firefighter, an out-of- hospital emergency care provider, or a peace officer would be penalized more severely.  In addition, the amendment also would require more severe sentences if the same public safety officers and others defined in the bill were the subject of an assault due to retaliation because of discharging their lawful duties.  


Prior to the hearings in these matters, the Associations were invited to participate in a press conference led by the introducing senators, along with Senator Anna Wishart (Lincoln) who introduced similar legislation concerning local corrections officials.  


These bills remain with the Judiciary Committee. 

LEGISLATION TO ELIMINATE BOARD OF EMS AND CRITICAL INCIDENT

STRESS MANAGEMENT ACT AMENDED

In earlier communications through the Associations, it was explained that LB 644, introduced by the Government, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee, would eliminate several boards and commissions operating in Nebraska.  Most astounding was the proposed elimination of the Board of Emergency Medical Services and the repeal of the Critical Incident Stress Management Act.  


Several investigations were underway as soon as the legislation was introduced to try to determine why these two important provisions of Nebraska law, which are critical to the services provided by volunteer firefighters and volunteer EMS providers, were slated to be eliminated.  


It was not until the day before the hearing that an official communication was received stating that there was an error in the response filed by the Department of Health and Human Services to the Government, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee concerning these two portions of Nebraska law.  


The Department of Health and Human Services clarified that the Board of EMS and the Critical Incident Stress Management Act were critical components and needed to be maintained in Nebraska law.  

All concerned parties on behalf of the volunteers worked very hard to make sure the collective voices of the Associations were heard at the time of the hearing to make sure the senators on the Committee were aware of the importance of these two items.  The Associations will continue to monitor this legislation to make sure the amendment correctly removes any reference to eliminating the Board of EMS and the Critical Incident Stress Management Act.
MOTORCYCLE HELMET REPEAL STALLS
The motorcycle helmet repeal bill, introduced by Senator Lowe (Kearney), was debated recently by the full Legislature.  The bill would have made it optional for a person 21 years old to wear a helmet while operating or riding as a passenger on a motorcycle.  The bill was challenged by extended debate led by Senator Robert Hilkemann (Omaha), as well as others.  In order to end the debate and move to advance the bill to the next round, the motion to end the filibuster required 33 votes.  However, only 32 votes were cast to end the filibuster.  
By failing to obtain the 33 votes, the bill is basically shelved for the year.  The legislation was opposed by the Associations.  
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