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MOTORCYCLE HELMET REPEAL
In February, members of the Transportation and Telecommunications Committee heard testimony on a proposal to repeal the motorcycle helmet law.  The bill was introduced by Senator John Lowe (Kearney).  Nebraska law has required motorcycle riders to wear helmets for the past several years.  The law has been promoted since its passage as saving lives and preventing traumatic brain injuries to motorcycle riders.

The Associations, as they have done in the past, oppose the legislation.  The Associations, representing volunteers serving approximately 85% of Nebraska, have continually made the argument that retaining the helmet law is a smart choice for Nebraska in preventing death and traumatic injuries.  It is a basic public safety issue which should be retained.  
At the Committee hearing, there were close to an equal number of testifiers supporting the bill and opposing the bill.  In the days following the hearing, the Committee advanced the bill on a 6-2 vote, with Senators Bruce Bostelman (Brainard-LD 23) and Tom Briese (Albion-LD 41) voting no.  

Previous helmet repeal bills have made it to the legislative floor for full debate in the past, so the issue will once again be considered by the full Legislature.

TEMPORARY CREDENTIALS FOR MILITARY SPOUSES
Legislation introduced by Senator Carol Blood (Bellevue-LD 3) would allow spouses of military personnel to obtain a temporary license in various professions regulated through the Uniform Credentialing Act if the spouses of military personnel meet comparable and equivalent requirements as those found under Nebraska regulations.

The hearing was held before the Health and Human Services Committee and was supported by the Associations.  The temporary license would be valid for six months, allowing the spouses time to obtain a permanent certificate.

The legislation appears to be geared toward allowing a military spouse credentialed in a different state to more quickly obtain employment and, therefore, more quickly contribute to the income of the military family.  Yet, the legislation drew the support of the Associations because of the need of volunteer departments to continually recruit new and talented members.  LB 88 promotes the ability to place an educated and trained person moving to Nebraska because of the military placement of the family to more readily enter the volunteer force to assist our communities in providing trained and reliable emergency medical services.  

The bill was heard by the Committed on February 15.  The Health and Human Services Committee took no immediate action on the bill.

SENATOR ROB CLEMENTS APPOINTED
Rob Clements of Elmwood was appointed by Governor Pete Ricketts to fill the legislative seat left vacant by the resignation of Senator Bill Kintner.  

Senator Clements is the Executive Vice President of the American Exchange Bank in Elmwood.  He and his wife, Peggy, have five children and ten grandchildren.  Senator Clements graduated from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, worked as an actuary in Kansas City until 1978, when he returned to Elmwood to begin his career at the bank.

Senator Clements serves on the Appropriations Committee.

The membership of the Associations looks forward to working with Senator Clements as he begins his career, along with the other 17 new members of the Legislature previously sworn in on opening day.  
VOLUNTEER FIRST RESPONDERS MORNING AT THE CAPITOL

Mark your calendar for Thursday, March 16, for the Volunteer First Responders Morning at the Capitol.  This date has been identified by the leadership of the Associations as a way for volunteers from across Nebraska to visit with their senator while the senators are engaged in their activities on the floor of the Legislature.  


The day will kick off at 8:30 a.m. in Room 1126 for a brief, unified conversation with Senator Dan Watermeier (Syracuse-LD 1) and briefing before heading to the Rotunda of the Capitol to visit with the senators.


The goal of the event is to have volunteers from across Nebraska converge on the Capitol on the morning of March 16 to share your experiences as a volunteer, to describe how your experiences as a volunteer impact the community in which you live, and to stress how your service as a volunteer provides free labor to your community and area, saving millions of dollars throughout Nebraska in providing public safety.


You are encouraged to arrive dressed in your department shirt and jacket at the Capitol so that you will be readily identified as a volunteer from your town.  You are encouraged to share this message with those in your department and promote the Volunteer First Responders Morning at the Capitol.
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