[bookmark: _GoBack][image: cid:image001.png@01D02FDD.1CECE730]
STATE OF MINNESOTA
L'Étoile du Nord
 
Office of Governor Mark Dayton
& Lt. Governor Tina Smith

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
August 26, 2016
 
Contact: Sam Fettig 
651-201-3408 work 
612-214-2886 cell
sam.fettig@state.mn.us

Governor Mark Dayton Issues Executive Order to Reverse Pollinator Decline and Restore Pollinator Health in Minnesota

Action steps outlined for state agencies to minimize negative impact on bees and other insect pollinators
 
ST. PAUL, MN – Governor Mark Dayton today issued Executive Order 16-07, requiring the state to take specific actions to reverse the decline of bees and other pollinator populations that play a crucial role in agriculture and food production. Pollinator populations, critical to our state’s $90 billion agricultural sector, have been in decline in Minnesota over the past decade.

“Bees and other pollinators play a critical role in supporting both our environment, and our economy,” said Governor Mark Dayton. “This order directs state government to take immediate action to alleviate the known risks that pollinators face. It also will create a new taskforce to study the issues impacting pollinators and recommend long-term solutions.”

The Governor’s order follows the completion of a Special Registration Review of Neonicotinoid Pesticides conducted by the Minnesota Department of Agriculture that outlines action steps for minimizing the impact of pesticide use in the state.

Executive Order 16-07requires the Department of Agriculture to immediately initiate action steps, which include requiring verification that the application of neonicotinoid pesticides is made due to an imminent threat of significant crop loss, reviewing pesticide product labels and implementing appropriate Minnesota-specific restrictions on their use, increasing enforcement of label requirements for pesticides that are acutely toxic to pollinators, and to continue developing and promoting best management practices designed to protect and enhance pollinator health in Minnesota.
 
“Pollinators are vital to agriculture and agriculture is a vital to the state of Minnesota,” said Agriculture Commissioner Dave Frederickson. “The Governor’s action today underscores how important it is for the state to be a leader in the response to protect our pollinator population.”

The Governor’s order further requires the State Department of Administration to lead by example and take immediate steps to support pollinator health on state property.

“The Governor’s actions today will mean that products and plants purchased by the state for use on public property reflect environmentally friendly business practices,” said Administration Commissioner Matt Massman. “Our initial steps to protect pollinator health will provide the tools for state employees to lead the way in ensuring our workplaces and practices are pollinator-friendly and protective of their vital role in Minnesota’s environment and economy.”

Executive Order 16-07also includes the following:

· The Environmental Quality Board is required to create an Interagency Pollinator Protection Team that will develop statewide pollinator goals and report annually on those goals;

· The Department of Natural Resources is required to develop strategies to minimize pesticide use, maximize restoration, and improve management of pollinator habitat on land administered by the agency;

· The Board of Soil and Water Resources is required to incorporate pollinator habitat into wetland protection and restoration programs, agricultural conservation practices, and urban water quality projects; and

· The Department of Transportation is required to restore, protect, and enhance pollinator habitat on state-owned transportation properties and rights of way.

A Governor’s Committee on Pollinator Protection also will be established to advise the Governor and state agencies on pollinator policies and programs. Up to 15 members will be appointed to ensure that Minnesota citizens have a seat at the table in shaping the solutions that will ensure a healthy pollinator population and the continued strength of our agriculture economy. Applications will be accepted through the Secretary of State’s open appointments process.

A full copy of the Governor’s Executive Order can be found here. An executive summary and full copy of the MDA’s Neonicotinoid Special Registration Review can be found on the MDA website (hyperlink).
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