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GLORIA’S GEMS  
For the next several months, I am going to  

write a special article about one of our mem-

ber businesses.  

Since it’s our 30th Anniversary, I want to identify businesses 

who have been with us since the beginning.  If you were one 

of the original members or know someone who was, please 

let me know..  I would also love to see some of the original 

pictures of those early days! 

 

CHAMBER’S 30th ANNIVERSARY 

FEATURED BUSINESS of the MONTH:  
Shirlee Heitz of Edina Realty Heitz Group  was a 

member of the original Big Lake Civic & Commer-

cial Club in 1980.  She along with Virginia  Bruns 

of the former Johnson Bruns  were the instiga-

tors in transforming  the Club to a Chamber of 

Commerce eight years later in 1988.  

“The Chamber has been much more beneficial to businesses 

these last several years with the Expo and networking op-

tions. “ Heitz exclaimed.  

Shirlee became the first President of the Big Lake Chamber 

and Virginia was the first treasurer.  Gary Meyer of the West 

Sherburne Tribune was also active on the first Chamber board 

and later become President for several 

years. 

 

Mission Statement 

“Committed to the success of the  

Big Lake business community through  

information, communication,  

cooperation and support for all.” 

Board of Directors 
 

President: Tim Suchy 
Edward Jones  763.262.9988 

 
Vice President: Steve Westerberg, Big Lake 

Schools 763.262.5218 
 

Treasurer: Brenda Geldert, Options, Inc. 
763.263.3684  

 
Secretary: Hanna Klimmek, City of Big Lake  

763.251.2979 
 

Amber Danielzuk, Promised Land Homes 
612.203.9869 

 
Ken Geroux , Ken Geroux Construction  

763.263.6878 
 

Paul Knier, Cabot Lodge Securities 
763-263-1716 

 
Scott Schulz, Great River Spine & Sport  

763.260.8401 
 

Allen Snegosky, Sherburne State Bank 
763-271-4919 

 
Executive Director: Gloria Vande Brake 

763-263-7800 

 

info@biglakechamber.com 
160 Lake Street N 

P.O. Box 241, Big Lake, MN 55309 
 
 

Office Hours 

Tuesday & Wednesday 

8 am - 10 am 
Or by appointment 



 

Networking & 

Member News 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING: Tuesday, Aug 28th from 

11:45-1 at Carefree Country Club.   

Join us at Carefree Country Club for lunch as Barry Ross of Arvig Media 

will talk business/non-profit's internet exposure with his talk, "Online 

Exposure: Should You Do More?" Carefree will provide golf-cart tours after the meeting. Hwy 10 

BBQ will provide pork and chicken for sandwiches or ala carte as well as onion tanglers and cole-

slaw.    

Click Here to register! 

      

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/august-membership-meeting-67550?sourceTypeId=Hub


 

Member News  

& Networking! 

 

 

Welcome New Member 

Arconic’s Operations Manager Rus-

sell Scheller along with their employ-

ees joined the Chamber this past 

month. Arconic produces engineered 

products for the aerospace and defense industries.  

They have already identified a job opening on the 

Chamber website   so check it out. 

Newsletter Tidbits Due 
Want to include something in the Chamber 

Newsletter? Send us a 1/4 page ad or a few 

sentences to include in next month’s news-

letter by Wednesday, Aug 22nd. Full page ads 

can be added for only $25 per month. Are you 

a new member? Ask the Chamber how to re-

deem your free full page ad! 

 

 

2018 Construction Trades – Student Built House 

House Specifications: 1,500 sq/ft Rambler, 

3 Bedroom, Bathrooms –  Master Bath plus 1 & 1/2, 

Bay Window, 
Vaulted Ceilings & First Floor Laundry 

 
Sale Price: $79,900 

 
For Information, click here: 

http://www.wtc.k12.mn.us/construction-trades-student-built-
house/ 

Ambassador Meeting: Join us  

on  August  8th at  The Third Rail Bar & Grill 

at 11 am.  

BIG LAKE-MONTICELLO BOWL-

THON: Thursday, August 16 from  6--8 

pm at McPete’s .   

Join us  as a bowler or to 

cheer on the Big Lake teams 

at our August Business After 

Hours.  Contact President 

Tim Suchy at 262-9988 or 

the office to join the team. 

 

New Board Member 
The Board  welcomes Paul Knier of Cabot 

Lodge Securities as a new member. 

Last December Paul celebrated 25 

years as a financial advisor 

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/jobs/Details/machine-operator-ii-nights-and-weekend-days-3257
file:///C:/Shared Data/Newsletter
http://www.wtc.k12.mn.us/construction-trades-student-built-house/
http://www.wtc.k12.mn.us/construction-trades-student-built-house/


BLOCK PARTY 

COMING IN TWO WEEKS 

BLOCK PARTY  in two weeks!   

Many thanks to our sponsors, including American Legion who just came 

on as a gold Sponsor!  You still have time to sponsor an event,  provide 

items for the goodie bags or volunteer. 



LEGISLATIVE ISSUES  

DON’T FORGET TO VOTE at the AUGUST 14 PRIMARY         
2018 is fast-becoming an election year for the record books. It’s 
important to make your voice heard as Minnesota elects legisla-
tors, several congressional and statewide officers, and the first 
new governor in nearly a decade.  You can vote early, either 
online or at Sherburne County Courthouse. 

 

Our elected officials play a critical role in affecting your ability to 
stay and grow jobs here in Minnesota. Supporting candidates 

who will pass pro-growth policies will help all of us 
succeed and prosper well into the future. 

Legislative Voting Record 
 

MN Chamber of Commerce recently 

released voting records of their key bills 

in 2018.  Both State Senator Mary Kiff-

meyer and Rep Nick Zerwas strongly 

supported bills for businesses. 

See here 

 

 

https://www.mnchamber.com/advocate/2018-voting-record-see-where-your-legislators-stand?_cldee=aW5mb0BiaWdsYWtlY2hhbWJlci5jb20%3d&recipientid=contact-b81f718dc7a6e61180e6fc15b4281ce0-37bca377a2384bde9b49a17dce5bea86&esid=cef57b87-788e-e811-814a-e0071b6ad131


2018-19 BIG LAKE  

COMMUNITY GUIDE 

 



MEMBER NEWS 

 

DATASuccess with Chamber’s Gloria Vande Brake; Janell 

Houston & Kevin Thompson @ DATASuccess; Mayor 

Raeanne Danielowski; Hanna Klimmek, City of Big Lake; 

& Paul Knier, Cabot Lodge Securities 

Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge 

Bird Tour: 8-10 am on  Saturday, August 25th 

Mahnomen Trail 

 

A variety of fall migrants can be expected 
on this hike, along with hawks and ea-
gles. Binoculars are available to borrow.  

Led by Volunteers Steve Chesney and 

Bob Janssen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Photo Credit: Bruce Ellingson 

Newsletter Tidbits Due 
Want to include something in the 

Chamber Newsletter? Send us a 1/4 

page ad or a few sentences to in-

clude in next month’s newsletter by 

Wednesday, Aug 22nd. Full page ads 

can be added for only $25 per 

month. Are you a new member? Ask 

the Chamber how to redeem your 

free full page ad! 



MEMBER NEWS 

 

Welcome Our NEW TEACHERS 
The Chamber is gathering  items from area busi-

ness to make our 40 new teachers and staff wel-

come at the Big Lake schools.  If you would like to 

donate items for the Welcome Bags, please drop 

them off by Wednesday noon, Aug 22 at the 

Chamber Office or call for staff to pick them up.  

We want to make our new educators welcome! 

The Chamber also gives out Welcome Bags for 

new residents so if you want to leave additional 

items for those bags too, please do so. Thank you 

for your generosity. 

 



MEMBER NEWS 

Women in Business: Minnesota Lawmakers 

work to stop human trafficking 

August 7, 7:30-9:15 a.m.   Register  

Human trafficking is a critical issue facing business-

es and our communities today. The Chamber is 

pleased to announce a special opportunity on Au-

gust 7 to hear from two Minnesota lawmakers – rep-

resenting different bodies of Congress and different 

sides of the aisle – who are each working to address 

this difficult issue. Kicking off the breakfast will be 

Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.), followed later in 

the morning by Representative Erik Paulsen (R-

Minn.). Each official will outline their legislation that 

will help save thousands of Minnesotans from falling 

victim to human trafficking.  To save $15 on registra-

tion, add discount code “localmember” at checkout.  

http://www.cvent.com/d/5gq47t


August 2018 

Events Calendar 

   1 2 
Music in the 
Park at 
Lakeside Park  
7pm 

3 
Block Party 
Committee @ 
McPete’s -noon 

4 
Lions Golf 
Tournament 

5 6 7 
Block Party 
Planning Team 
@ 12:30 @ 
McPete’s 

8 
Ambassadors 
@ Third Rail @ 
11 
 
Farmers  
Market at 
Lakeside Park 
3pm 

9 
Music in the 
Park at 
Lakeside Park  
7pm 

10 11 
Coffee with the  
Mayor 
 
Big Eagle Lake 
BBQ Competi-
tion at Lupulin 
2 pm 

12 
 

13 14 
Chamber 
Board Meeting 
@ 12:30 

15 
Farmers  
Market at 
Lakeside Park 
3pm 

16 
Chamber Bowl
-A-Thon at 
McPete’s 6-8 
pm 
Music in the 
Park at 
Lakeside Park  
7pm 

17 
 

18 
BLOCK PARTY 
at McPete’s 1-5 
pm 

19 20 21 22 
Farmers  
Market at 
Lakeside Park 
3pm 

23 
Music in the 
Park at 
Lakeside Park  
7pm 

24 25 

26 27 28 
Membership 
Meeting 

Click Here 

29 30 31  

Sunday    Monday       Tuesday       Wednesday       Thursday           Friday       Saturday 

Mark Your Calendar! 

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS: Tuesday, Sept 11 at Friendly Buffalo  

POLITICAL FORUM: Monday, October 22 from 6-8 pm at High School Auditorium 

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/august-membership-meeting-67550?sourceTypeId=Hub

