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GLORIA’S GEMS  
One of the items on my “bucket list” that I was 

able check off last month was being an election 

judge! I’ve enjoyed politics since I was a teen-

ager! 

As an election judge during the primary election, I acquired 

much greater respect to the city, township & county officials 

training us, organizing schedules, trouble-shooting issues and 

much more.  With the new computerized voting machines, we 

had little trouble with the final counts at the end of the day.  

And we certainly are hoping for lots more voters out for the 

general election!! 

CHAMBER’S 30th ANNIVERSARY 

FEATURED BUSINESS of the MONTH:  
Virginia Bruns, CPA of Terning & Ross Company was 

one of the original Chamber members thirty years 

ago. 

At the time, she was owner of Johnson-Bruns Company. Her 

parents the Johnsons were both CPAs and started their compa-

ny in 1958 and Virginia joined them in 1977. They both worked 

until they were in their 80’s. She sold to Terning & Ross Compa-

ny last January and continues to help her clients with their ac-

counting, taxes and payroll needs. Her daughter also works 

part-time in the business.  Years ago Virginia attended a busi-

ness expo in Milaca and encouraged the Chamber to start one 

here.  She expressed her thanks to the Chamber Board and vol-

unteers, adding that “the Chamber does a good job keeping 

businesses out in front of everyone!” 

 

Mission Statement 

“Committed to the success of the  

Big Lake business community through  

information, communication,  

cooperation and support for all.” 

Board of Directors 
 

President: Tim Suchy 
Edward Jones  763.262.9988 

 
Vice President: Steve Westerberg, Big Lake 

Schools 763.262.5218 
 

Treasurer: Brenda Geldert, Options, Inc. 
763.263.3684  

 
Secretary: Hanna Klimmek, City of Big Lake  

763.251.2979 
 

Amber Danielzuk, Promised Land Homes 
612.203.9869 

 
Ken Geroux , Ken Geroux Construction  

763.263.6878 
 

Paul Knier, Cabot Lodge Securities 
763-263-1716 

 
Scott Schulz, Great River Spine & Sport  

763.260.8401 
 

Allen Snegosky, Sherburne State Bank 
763-271-4919 

 
Executive Director: Gloria Vande Brake 

763-263-7800 

 

info@biglakechamber.com 
160 Lake Street N 

P.O. Box 241, Big Lake, MN 55309 
 
 

Office Hours 

Tuesday & Wednesday 

8 am - 10 am 
Or by appointment 



MEMBER EVENTS 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MEMBER NEWS 

 

 

 

Welcome New Member:  
HIDEOUT RESTAURANT & BAR 

At the suggestion of Lupulin Brewing 

Company, Hideout Restaurant & Bar 

joined the Chamber in September.  Owner Rowan 

Brown and his staff offer Asian, Jamaican and 

American dishes, sure to please everyone!  They 

catered at the September membership meeting 

with a great spread! Open every day but Mondays.  

See their menu at www.hideoutbarandgrille.com 

 

 

 

Ambassador Meeting: 
Join us  on  Wednesday, Oct 12 at 

11:30 at Friendly Buffalo 

  LUPULIN BREWING COMPANY 

https://www.lupulinbrewing.com/oktoberfest2018/


MEMBER NETWORKING 

 

 

 

BIG LAKE CHAMBER WINS TRI-

CHAMBER BOWL-ATHON  

Big Lake Bowler Jenny Schwab throws a strike for the 

team! 

Thanks to our 8 bowlers and sponsors (Edward 

Jones, Great River Spine & Sport and McPete’s 

Entertainment), the Big Lake Chamber bowling 

team beat the Monticello bowlers on August 

16th at McPete’s.   

Bowlers on the winning team included Dave 

Miskow, Matt Pantze, Sam Olson, Jenny Schwab, 

Troy Schwab, Dewey Sommerdorf, Jeff Stang, 

and Sean Workman. 

The Becker Chamber wasn’t able to participate 

in the Bowl-athon this year. 

Bowlers and Chamber members enjoy appetizers 

provided by McPete’s! 

Big Lake & Monticello bowlers appreciate the 

contributions of the sponsors. 



 

MEMBER NETWORKING 

 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING: Tuesday, 

October 30th from 11:45am-1 pm at  

Lord of Glory Lutheran Church    

Join us to hear from our non-profit organizations about their services, successes and needs.  Registra-
tion is at 11:45am and lunch/presentation at 12pm. Cost is $15 a person.   Click here to register! 

Carefree Country Club hosted over 20 

members at our August membership 

meeting.  Barry Ross of Arvig Media shared 

ideas for members to increase their online 

presence through their webpage. Hwy 10 

BBQ catered a delicious meal of pork & 

chicken sandwiches & coleslaw. 

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/september-membership-meeting-september-25-2018-11-45-am-september-25-2018-1-00-pm-69608?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/october-membership-meeting-tuesday-october-30-2018-11-45-am-october-30-2018-1-00-pm-70526?sourceTypeId=Hub


LEGISLATIVE ISSUES / 

YOUTH APPRENTICESHIP 

 

BIG LAKE POLITICAL FORUM: Monday, October 22, 2018, 

6pm to 8:30pm at the High School Auditorium 

Candidates for Big Lake City Council, County Commissioner, School Board, state representative and US 

Congressional candidates have been invited to Big Lake’s non-partisan political forum.  

Meet and Greet the candidates will be from 6:00-6:30 pm.  Members in the audience can submit ques-

tions.  Vote on Tuesday, November 6th. 

 
Chamber staff participated in the Youth Apprenticeship Career Fair 

on Sept 20th at Big Lake High Schools.  Hundreds of youth learned 

about potential jobs at Chamber members while answering trivia 

questions. Other Chamber members having booths included Arconic, 

City of Big Lake Sherburne County Economic Development and 

Wright Technical Center. 



RIBBON CUTTINGS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAMBER MEMBERS CELE-

BRATED   1 YEAR GRAND 

OPENTING AT RUSSELL’s  

on Sept. 9th.   Russell’s pro-

vided free food and a band 

for hundreds of local pa-

trons.  Included here is Rae-

ann Danielowski, owners Lar-

ry and Mark Speer, Gloria 

Vande Brake and Mary 

Korfiatis of Shore View Town-

homes  Association. 

 

 

OPTIONS INC celebrated 39th 

Years of  service to individuals with dis-

abilities. 

Client Patti Benner gave a short history 
as Options Inc celebrated their 39th An-
niversary.  Big Lake Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director Gloria Vande 
Brake; Big Lake Community Develop-
ment Director Hanna Klimmek; Mayor 
Raeanne Danielowski; Options Commu-
nity Employment Coordinator  Stacie 
Skalak, Options Executive Director 
Brenda Geldert, Donna Clarksean, 
branch manager of Klein Bank; Ken 
Geroux, owner of Ken Geroux Construc-
tion;  and Paul Knier of Cabot Lodge Se-
curities helped in the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony. 



MEMBER HAPPENINGS 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thirty-seven members listened to Lupulin’s 

CFO Jeff Zierdt speak about their growth, 

awards & expansion plans at the Septem-

ber membership meeting.  



MEMBER EVENTS 

 

 

 
4 t h  A n n u a l  K i d s ’  P h o t o g r a p h y C o n t e s t

Focus on: Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge

S u b m i s s i o n  D e a d l i n e :  October 6, 2018

Each K-12 partic ipant may only submit one photo. 
Photos wil l  not be returned once submitted.*

Examples of  photos accepted for the contest :

1)  Landscape/ Scenery
2) Snapshot (Plants and Animals–Flowers, Birds, Insects, Mammals, etc.)

All  photos must be taken by and edits completed by the contestant.

Photos must be 8 x 10 and submitted by mail or in-person only, postmarked by Oct.  6, 2018.
Winners will be announced N ovember 14 , 2018  at  the S herburne N WR Photo  Club meeting  (a l l  entries wi l l  be 

displayed at the Oak  S avanna Learning Center (OS LC) throughout the month of December)

Photos are to be taken on the refuge during daylight hours, only in areas open to the public.
Explore on your own or join us! (for more details visit fws.gov/refuge/Sherburne) 

Detach and mail Entry Form below to: Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge Photo Contest
17076 2 9 3 r d Ave NW
Zimmerman, MN 5 5 3 9 8

4th Annual Photo Contest-Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge-2018 Entry Form

Contestant Name 

Parent/Guardian Name

Address

Grade

School

Phone

When and where was your photo taken on the refuge?: 

Mahnomen Trail Blue Hill Trail Wildlife Drive

Headquarters County Road/Other (describe location)  ___________________________

Refuge Event (event name and location) ______________________________________________________

The  1 st place  winner will be awarded $50 and their photo will be  displaye d in the 
Oak Savanna Learning Center for 1 year.

2nd place is awarded $30; 3 rd place is awarded $20

Multiple honorable mentions will be awarded a gift certificate 

*Submission of your photo gives the refuge permission to use your photo for future  promotion

Multiple prizes 
awarded for 1 st- 3rd

place and 
honorable 
mentions

1) May 12: Kids’ Photography Workshop, OSLC, 1:00pm-3:00pm
2) May 19: Photography Hike, OSLC, 9:00am-11:00am

SHERBURNE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE TOURS 

NIGHTTIME EXPLORATION:  

Saturday, October 13  from 7 pm -9 pm  

Oak Savanna Learning Center  

Join refuge staff for a special night hike. Bring your 

observation skills and dress for the weather.  

To pre-register for this free event, contact the Ref-
uge Headquarters office at 763-389-3323 or  

sherburne@fws.gov.   

Debbie’s Cleaning Service 

“BusyBee” 

 

 

Need some help with your Fall cleaning?  

Buzz Debbie at 763-568-5558 or 763-263-

9300 for the Fall Special and get your ap-

pointment scheduled today!  
 

mailto:sherburne@fws.gov


MEMBER NEWS 

 

 

Newsletter Tidbits Due 
Want to include something in the 

Chamber Newsletter? Send us a 1/4 

page ad or a few sentences to include 

in next month’s newsletter by 

Wednesday, Oct 24th. Full page ads 

can be added for only $25 per month. 

Are you a new member? Ask the 

Chamber how to redeem your free 

full page ad! 



October 2018 

Events Calendar 

 1 2 3 4 5 
Big Eagle Lake 
Improv. Assoc. 
Beer & Wine 
Tasting 6:30-9 
pm @ Friendly 
Buffalo 

6 

7 8 9 
Chamber 
Board Meeting 
@ 12:30 

10 
Ambassadors 
11:30 at 
Friendly  
Buffalo 
 

11 12 13 
Coffee with the 
Mayor 9-11 @ 
Coborn’s Deli 
 
PumpkinFest & 
FREE Veterans 
Dinner 11-3pm 
Big Lake Town-
ship Hall-Lions 
Park 
 
Lupulin Oktober-
fest noon-11 pm 

14 
 

14 16 
 
 

17 18 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
Grapes & Grains 
for Sherburne 
History Center & 
Friends of Sher-
burne Nat’l Wild-
life 7 pm at 
Friendly Buffalo 
 
Ribtoberfest for 
Food Shelf at 
Lupulin & Blood 
Drive 

21 22 
Political Forum 
6-8:30 pm  at 
High School 
Auditorium 

23 

 
24 25 

 
26 27 

28 29 30 
Membership 
Meeting.Click 
here to register! 

31    

Sunday    Monday       Tuesday       Wednesday       Thursday           Friday       Saturday 

Mark Your Calendar! 

ELECTION DAY:  November 6th.  BE SURE TO VOTE! 

Winter Farmers Market: November 9 from 3-6pm at Saron Lutheran 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING: Tuesday, November 27th  

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/october-membership-meeting-tuesday-october-30-2018-11-45-am-october-30-2018-1-00-pm-70526?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/october-membership-meeting-tuesday-october-30-2018-11-45-am-october-30-2018-1-00-pm-70526?sourceTypeId=Hub

