
JANUARY 2019 

NEWSLETTER 

 

GLORIA’S GEMS  
I want to thank all the members, the Board  and 
Committee volunteers for their help this past 
year.   
For members, we greatly appreciate your mem-
bership and sponsorship of our events.  Our events such as the 
Vendor Fair, Block Party, and Holiday Social could not be accom-
plished without you. 
The Board of Directors has provided a smooth transition in 
staffing this year and has provided valuable guidance. The Am-
bassadors as well as the Board joined me as I’ve met many of our 
members and non-members.  The Governmental Affairs Com-
mittee guided the Chamber during the Political Forum and on is-
sues impacting the business community of Big Lake. The Block 
Party Committee and Holiday Social Committee ensured orga-
nized events.  Your volunteer efforts are deeply appreciated. 
CHAMBER’S 30th ANNIVERSARY 

Holiday Social  
Almost 50 members and their guests joined us in celebrating the 
thirty years that Big Lake Chamber has been in existence at our 
Holiday Social on December 14th at Friendly Buffalo. 

President Tim Suchy reviewed the Chamber’s histo-
ry, activities from 2018 and plans for 2019.  The Big 
Lake High School Chamber Choir per-
formed and led a sing-along with the 
members.  Mark Hedstrom from 

Spinning Sound entertained the members and led 
spirited bidding for wrapped live auction items.  Thirty silent auc-
tion items were also purchased by members. 

 

 

Mission Statement 

“Committed to the success of the  

Big Lake business community through  

information, communication,  

cooperation and support for all.” 

Board of Directors 
 

President: Tim Suchy 
Edward Jones  763.262.9988 

 
Vice President: Steve Westerberg, Big Lake 

Schools 763.262.5218 
 

Treasurer: Brenda Geldert, Options, Inc. 
763.263.3684  

 
Secretary: Hanna Klimmek, City of Big Lake  

763.251.2979 
 

Ken Geroux , Ken Geroux Construction  
763.263.6878 

 
Paul Knier, Cabot Lodge Securities 

763-263-1716 
 

Scott Schulz, Great River Spine & Sport  
763.260.8401 

 
Allen Snegosky, Sherburne State Bank 

763-271-4919 
 

Karen Tomfordhe, Insurance Specialists 
Team (IST)   763-244-3735 x302 

 
Executive Director: Gloria Vande Brake 

763-263-7800 

 

info@biglakechamber.com 
160 Lake Street N 

P.O. Box 241, Big Lake, MN 55309 
 

Office Hours 

Tuesday & Wednesday 

8 am - 10 am 
And alternate Fridays  

Or by appointment 



COMMUNITY FAIR 

March 3rd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Big Lake Community Fair  March 3, 2019 from 11-2 pm at Big 
Lake High School. 
The Planning Committee re-
named the former Vendor Fair 
to reflect the many activities 
that are available at this event 
such as the business and non-
profit booths, youth perfor-
mances, bounce house, petting 
zoo, free food samples, and 
more! 

Please consider hosting a booth 
to promote your products and 
services, upcoming events, and 
potential job opportunities. This 
is a great opportunity for the 
community to get to know your 
organization. Last year, one of 
the business participants re-
ceived 5 employment applica-
tions at the Fair and 3 more the 
following week! 

Sponsorships are available at 
$1000 for platinum, $700 for 
petting zoo sponsorship, and 
$500 for gold sponsors.  All 
sponsors receive a free booth 
along with additional publicity 
& recognition in the West Sher-
burne Tribune, on the Chamber 
website, and at the Community 
Fair. 

Registrations and payments received by Tuesday, February 5th receive a $20 Early Bird Discount!  



CHAMBER EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAMBER’S JANUARY MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Find out about what the Big Lake Township and the City of Big 
Lake are planning for the new year and what has been accom-
plished in 2018 at our Tuesday, January 29th membership 
meeting at Big Lake Township’s Lions Park. Meeting begins at  

11:45 and lunch will be $15.   Register 

 

 

 

  JOBS 
Several new job postings are on our 
Chamber website.  Check them out 
here! Members can also add their 
listings. 

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/january-membership-meeting-87260?sourceTypeId=Hub
http://sendgrid.growthzoneapp.com/wf/click?upn=O0EgrimeN-2FkydDvkxcGer5qJJ92zd1tW05UKtH-2F-2F90iGxe1ZL2pmFOyib5QqexPC_J6dZnro6a5znQXNQaXYWMAB4RyjdD1F7RHN9eP4S92mgQjSgeYGlmXU2o5Oup6zsVXIbfvz5qXkhUa7JMbshOA61luEKHU3jr2iX5AkARLYHTkrI6lvyiLf5x3rb9yEYuLmdbGNWDyh0s
http://sendgrid.growthzoneapp.com/wf/click?upn=O0EgrimeN-2FkydDvkxcGer5qJJ92zd1tW05UKtH-2F-2F90iGxe1ZL2pmFOyib5QqexPC_J6dZnro6a5znQXNQaXYWMAB4RyjdD1F7RHN9eP4S92mgQjSgeYGlmXU2o5Oup6zsVXIbfvz5qXkhUa7JMbshOA61luEKHU3jr2iX5AkARLYHTkrI6lvyiLf5x3rb9yEYuLmdbGNWDyh0s


BUSINESS AFTER HOURS 

“CREATE & CONNECT” 

Create & Connect Studio hosting Business After Hours 

Members are encourage to visit the studio Thursday, Jan 17th from 4:30-6 pm for  

our Business After Hours event.  Find out about upcoming yoga classes. Let your  

creative talents flow as you paint a 3x3 canvas tile  to add to their Wall of Art. Or  

simply connect with other members as you network!  Appetizers and mixers will be  

available; BYOB.  Grand Opening activities are planned for the entire weekend.   

There is no charge but please register here to help our host plan for a great event! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/january-s-business-after-hours-89404?sourceTypeId=Hub


 

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ISSUES  

  BUDGET SURPLUS 

The Minnesota Chamber of Commerce reports that the state’s general 
fund is projected to have a surplus of $1.544 billion for the two-year budget cycle beginning July 1, 
2019. The projected surplus for the following two years (Fiscal Years 2022-23) is $456 million. This is the 

sixth consecutive legislative session that will convene with a budget surplus. In 
addition, $491 million were added to the budget reserve for a record-breaking 
fund of more than $2 billion. 

Extra revenue doesn’t mean the state should spend more.  The 2019 Minnesota 
Business Benchmarks report shows that 
Minnesota’s taxes rank among the high-
est in the nation. Tax burdens remain a 

competitive concern for many of Minnesota’s private-sector em-
ployers: 

 Our income-tax rates for individuals and businesses that pay 
taxes on their personal returns are fifth highest in the nation. 

 Our corporate tax rate is third highest in the nation. 

 Our overall state and local taxes per-capita are ninth highest in 
the nation.   

With the state’s two-year budget projected to be at $48 billion 
and spending growing at $2 billion/year, MN Chamber Director 
Doug Loon suggests that as we meet with our legislators and 
newly-elected Governor Tim Walz, this surplus can be used to 
best position Minnesota for a strong economic future. 

Wednesday, February 27, 2019 

from 11-3:30 

Join our Governmental Affairs Committee as we head to the Capital at the MN Chamber’s Business Day 
at the Capital.  The morning includes being briefed on pertinent issues impacting businesses in the 
morning and meeting with our state legislators in the afternoon.  Your voice makes a difference.  Regis-
tration is due February 20th and the fee is $65.   Register here! 

http://biz.mnchamber.com/c/4/?T=MTM0MjAyODI%3AMDItYjE4MzQwLTM0ZThmNmJiYmU1ODQ3YmM5MjI1MTFlNzQ0OWU4NzVl%3AaW5mb0BiaWdsYWtlY2hhbWJlci5jb20%3AY29udGFjdC0zMWIzM2JiZTUyZGRlODExODE1YWUwMDcxYjZhZDExMS0yZTA5NWQwY2IwN2E0NzkxODRlOTBhMGIzYmRmOTYzMQ%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3A%3Aa
http://biz.mnchamber.com/c/4/?T=MTM0MjAyODI%3AMDItYjE4MzQwLTM0ZThmNmJiYmU1ODQ3YmM5MjI1MTFlNzQ0OWU4NzVl%3AaW5mb0BiaWdsYWtlY2hhbWJlci5jb20%3AY29udGFjdC0zMWIzM2JiZTUyZGRlODExODE1YWUwMDcxYjZhZDExMS0yZTA5NWQwY2IwN2E0NzkxODRlOTBhMGIzYmRmOTYzMQ%3AZmFsc2U%3AMg%3A%3Aa
http://biz.mnchamber.com/c/4/?T=MTM0MjAyODI%3AMDItYjE4MzQwLTM0ZThmNmJiYmU1ODQ3YmM5MjI1MTFlNzQ0OWU4NzVl%3AaW5mb0BiaWdsYWtlY2hhbWJlci5jb20%3AY29udGFjdC0zMWIzM2JiZTUyZGRlODExODE1YWUwMDcxYjZhZDExMS0yZTA5NWQwY2IwN2E0NzkxODRlOTBhMGIzYmRmOTYzMQ%3AZmFsc2U%3AMg%3A%3Aa
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/business-day-at-the-capitol-88276?sourceTypeId=Hub
http://biz.mnchamber.com/c/4/?T=MTM0MjAyODI%3AMDItYjE4MzQwLTM0ZThmNmJiYmU1ODQ3YmM5MjI1MTFlNzQ0OWU4NzVl%3AaW5mb0BiaWdsYWtlY2hhbWJlci5jb20%3AY29udGFjdC0zMWIzM2JiZTUyZGRlODExODE1YWUwMDcxYjZhZDExMS0yZTA5NWQwY2IwN2E0NzkxODRlOTBhMGIzYmRmOTYzMQ%3AZmFsc2U%3AMA%3


 

LABOR/EDUCATION  

 

 

 

MINIMUM WAGE INCREASES 
 
announced in its December Wage and Hour Bulletin that the Minnesota mini-
mum wage rates will be adjusted for inflation beginning Jan 1, 2019 at $9.86 
for large employers of $500,000 or more in annual gross revenues and $8.04 

for other businesses.  The training rate of $8.04 may be paid to employees younger than 20 years old for 
their first 90 days of consecutive employment. And the youth rate of $8.04 may be paid to employees 
younger than 18 years.  This change is a 2.16% increase. 

Ambassadors Meeting 
Join us on Wednesday, January 9th at 11:30 at Friendly Buffalo! 

 

Schedule of Events 

 

 

Storytimes: help develop early literacy skills! For ages 0 
to 6. Limit 20. Registration required. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Big Lake Library.  

Every Friday, starting January 4th: 10:30 to 11:00 a.m.  

 

ECFE Storytimes @ the Library: Join us as we sing 
songs, do movement activities, create fun crafts, and read 
books. For ages 0-6 and their families. Limit 30. 

Tuesday, Jan. 29: 11:15 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

 
Friends of the Big Lake Library: Make a new “friend” or 
two while supporting your local library branch. The 
Friends sustain us by organizing the twice annual book 
sale, sponsoring reading programs, and contributing mon-
ey towards the purchase of furniture and supplies. Come 
in on the first Monday of every month to volunteer your 
time to a wonderful library support group! 

Monday, Jan. 7: 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

 
Winter Reading Program For adults. 

Wednesday, Jan. 2 - Thursday, Feb. 28 

 
1,000 Books Before Kindergarten: increase the aware-
ness of early literacy and to encourage parents to em-
brace their role as their child’s first teacher. For ages 0-5. 
Registration is required. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Big Lake Library.  

  



 MEMBER  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

 

MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

wants to let all Chamber members know of their special promotion and new 
online sign up opportunity.  With their New Year’s Special through Jan 12, you 

can join for FREE plus pay nothing until February 2019! Make an appointment by emailing 
biglake@anytimefitness.com or joining online here and identifying Big Lake location.  Let others know 
and they hope to see you in the club so they can assist with your life long resolutions for better health!  
This special is also available on our Member Deals section of our website! 

 

 Is seeking volunteers to provide childcare for children while their mothers participate in a 
support group. The group meets in Monticello on Tuesday evenings from 5:30pm-7:30pm. 
Responsibilities include engaging with and tending to the needs of the children. This is a 

great opportunity to build your resume or get volunteer experience! Rivers of Hope provides services to 
victims of domestic violence living in Wright and Sherburne counties. Contact them at 763.295.3433.   
Click here for more information. 

The Big Lake Lions Club is having their 16th annual “Little Hole on Big Lake” ice fishing con-
test on February 9th, 2019 and are seeking monetary donations as well as donated items, 
which are used as prizes for the contest.  The contest has grown to an average of 800 partici-
pants, over 100 of them being children under the age of 16. The proceeds will go to the Big Lake Schol-
arship Program to help high school students continue their education. Over $6000 was given in scholar-
ships in 2018. 

Friends of Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) will host Annual Meeting Tuesday, Janu-
ary 15, 2019 at the Oak Savanna Learning Center.  Social Time & Dessert Bar will be at 6:15 PM 
along with activities, prize Drawings and the Eagle’s Nest Nature Store will be open.  Business 
meeting begins at 7 pm. 

Earlier this month, Lupulin Brewing announced the release of Gotland Christmas Ale, based 

on a traditional Swedish holiday beer recipe and features lots of orange and spices.  This holi-

day collaboration beer brewed with Burgsviks Bryggeri (Gotland, Sweden) is only available on 

draft locally.  Next spring, Lupulin  has been invited to Gotland to brew a collaboration beer 

with Burgsviks Bryggeri that will be released at a Fourth of July celebration at Almedalen, Gotland put 

on by the American Chamber of Commerce in Sweden.  

Members can submit their announcements to info@biglakechamber.com.  

http://www.joinaf.com/centralmn
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/member-deals
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/jobs/Details/childcare-volunteers-5455


COMMITTEES NEED YOU! 

 

 

 
VOLUNTEER FOR A CHAMBER COMMITTEE in 2019 

In addition to its Board of Directors, the Chamber has seven Committees that members can be in-

volved.  Several of these are short-term Committees around a specific event while others advise the 

Board on specific issues.  Please consider volunteer for one of the following and email your interest to 

info@biglakechamber.com: 

 Ambassadors   Block Party     Economic Development 

 

 Golf Scramble   Governmental Affairs  Holiday Social    

      

      Community Fair 

 

 



BOARD NEWS 

 
 BOARD RE-ELECTS OFFICERS 

At their December 11th Board meeting, the members re-elected their current officers 

for a one-year term through December 31,2019.  Tim Suchy of Edward Jones will re-

main as President, Steve Westerberg  of Big Lake Schools as Vice-President, Brenda 

Geldert of Options Inc as Treasurer and Hanna Klimmek of the City of Big Lake as Secretary. Thank you 

Tim, Steve, Brenda & Hanna for continuing to serve the business community in these duties. 

The Board also approved the 2019 budget and Goals & Action Plan, which includes adding a golf scram-

ble, continuing governmental affairs activities and organizing an Economic Development Committee.     

Membership dues will remain the same but the Board encourages members to join one of our Com-

mittees and support our events to add additional revenue to the Chamber. 

 

Newsletter Tidbits Due 
Want to include something in the Chamber 

Newsletter? Send us a 1/4 page ad or a few 

sentences to include in next month’s news-

letter by Wednesday,  January 23rd. Full page 

ads can be added for only $25 per month. Are 

you a new member? Ask the Chamber how to 

redeem your free full page ad! 

SHERBURNE WILDLIFE REFUGE 

Valentine’s Moonlight Ski 

and Hike  

Saturday, February 16  

6 pm –8 pm  

Oak Savanna Learning Center   

Skis not provided. Event will be a 

luminary hike if inadequate snow.  



January 2019 

Events Calendar 
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Mtg at 11:45 at 
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Park. Register 
here  
 

30 31   

Sunday    Monday       Tuesday       Wednesday       Thursday           Friday       Saturday 

Mark Your Calendar! 

February 26: Membership Mtg at 11:45 am 

February 27: Business Day at the Capitol 

March 3--Big Lake Community Fair 

May 23-- Golf Scramble at Monticello Country Club at 9 am 
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https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/january-s-business-after-hours-89404?sourceTypeId=Hub

