
APRIL 2019 

NEWSLETTER 

GLORIA’S GEMS  
   One of my personal challenges these last ten 

months as your executive director is to keep our 

webpage and Facebook updated and fresh with 

our events as well as yours.  I greatly appreciate 

your patience. 

    So I was pleasantly surprised when I heard from Cargill last 

week that 50% of the candidates who attended their on-site hir-

ing event for Big Lake identified the Cargill Job Fair post on our 

Chamber’s Facebook page as their source.     

    The credit, of course, goes to all of you who saw the post and 

shared with others. All members are able to share their events 

directly on our Facebook page.  Feel free to add it or email me 

your item. 

MEMBER OF THE MONTH:   
    Last spring Cargill announced a $20 million investment in their 

egg processing facility in Big Lake. 

   Since then the additional 17,000 sq. ft. addition has been com-

pleted and  the first of three production lines has started.  “We’ve 

hired 20 new employees at Big Lake, which included some trans-

fers from our Monticello plant, “ reported Justin Hubbard, Senior 

Employee Experience Specialist.  “This totals 88 employees at Big 

Lake and we plan to hire around 35 more this summer to add the 

second and third lines.” 

   Once all the production lines are operating, Cargill indicated 

that the facility’s need for eggs from family farms in the area will 

double to 170 million/year. The 

picture to the left is the Big Lake 

plant prior to the expansion. 

 

Mission Statement 

“Committed to the success of the  

Big Lake business community through  

information, communication,  

cooperation and support for all.” 
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763.263.3684  

 
Secretary: Hanna Klimmek, City of Big Lake  

763.251.2979 
 

Ken Geroux , Ken Geroux Construction  
763.263.6878 

 
Paul Knier, Cabot Lodge Securities 

763-263-1716 
 

Scott Schulz, Great River Spine & Sport  
763.260.8401 

 
Allen Snegosky, Sherburne State Bank 

763-271-4919 
 

Karen Tomfohrde, Insurance Specialists 
Team (IST)   763-244-3735 x302 

 
Executive Director: Gloria Vande Brake 

763-263-7800 

 

info@biglakechamber.com 
160 Lake Street N 
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Office Hours 

Tuesday & Wednesday 

8 am - 10 am 
And alternate Fridays  

Or by appointment 

 



FIRST ANNUAL  

GOLF SCRAMBLE 

 

 

 

 

  

GOLF SCRAMBLE JUST 2 MONTHS AWAY! 
Thanks to the enthusiastic Golf Committee members, the Chamber will be hosting their first annual Golf 
Scramble on Thursday, May 23rd  from 9-5 pm at the Monticello Golf Club. 

Master Sponsors to date 
include : 

 

 will provide $20,000 to a Hole in One golfer.  is providing a free conti-
nental breakfast and Phillips Wine & Spirits will provide the first drink during Social Hour.  

Classic sponsors include: Connexus Energy, DataSuccess, Jackson National Life Insurance, Old National/
KleinBank and Options, Inc. 

There are still many opportunities to sponsor as noted in the poster to the lower left. 

Below is a flyer for golfers and their teams to register.  
Early bird registration is due April 20th. You can go 
online to register at Golf Scramble here!  

https://biglakechamber.com/golf-scramble/


 

LUNCH & LEARN  

On April 24th 

 

 

JOIN US FOR LUNCH & LEARN 
   Cynthia Watson & Kelly Johnson of US Post Office will share 
ways to grow your business with Every Door Direct Mail 
(EDDM), Multi-Channel Marketing, Permit Mailing & Commer-
cial Shipping at our first Lunch & Learn on Wednesday, April 
24th at 11:30 am in the large Conference Room of City Hall.   
   The Chamber has a bulk mail permit and provides it at no ad-
ditional charge to any of its members.  Members can save $.26 
each on letters and postcards they mail when they do 200 or 
more, using the Chamber’s stamp! 
   Carol Gragert, Senior Branch Office Administra-

tor of Edward Jones, has used the Chamber’s bulk mail permit and will share her expertise 
with the group. 
Coffee and water will be provided.  Please bring your own lunch.  There is no cost but please register 
here by Wednesday, April 10th so that enough handouts can  be available. 

 
 Events 

 
 

 

 

Annual Spring Booksale: The newest titles, familiar 

classics, children’s material, movies, music; all this and more 
can be yours! Drop by our book sale, hosted by the Friends 
of the Big Lake Library.  

Friday, April 5, Saturday, April 6 and Monday, April 8  during 
library open hours 

 

Basic Knitting Class:  Looking to take up something 

new? Learn how to knit from Pam Whitcomb. All supplies 
provided. For teens and adults. Limit 10. Registration re-
quired. Sponsored by the Friends of the Big Lake Library. 

Thursday, April 11 from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

 

ECFE Storytimes @ the Library: ECFE and the li-

brary are partnering to host a weekly circle time! Join us as 
we sing songs, do movement activities, create fun crafts, and 
read books. For ages 0-5 and their families. Limit 30. Regis-
tration required. 

Tuesday, April 23 from 11:15 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/lunch-learn-97669?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/lunch-learn-97669?sourceTypeId=Hub


YOUR VOICE  

IN GOVERNMENT  

 

Governor Walz unfortunately proposes to adopt the new 

federal definitions without offsetting rate reductions or 

other pro-growth tax reforms. He instead would use the 

tax increases on businesses to pay for additional state 

spending and some individual income tax relief.  

    

MANDATED PAID LEAVE 
The Minnesota Legislature is advancing proposals that 
mandate up to 24 weeks of paid leave - that's 44 per-
cent of work days in a year! This mandate in HF 5/

SF1060 applies to all private-sector employers, regardless of size. If enacted, Minnesota would be the 
only state in the nation with such expansive and expensive mandates. HF 5 is moving through the com-
mittee process and has now been included in the House Jobs and Economic Development Omnibus bill, 
HF2208. It is making its final stops this week before it likely heads to the House floor for a vote. While 

our state legislators oppose this, Governor Walz may support 
this.  Please contact his office listed below. 

          FEDERAL TAX CONFORMITY      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEGISLATIVE CONTACTS 

State Representative Nick Zerwas 

651-296-4237       rep.nick.zerwas@house.mn 

State Senator Mary Kiffmeyer 

651-296-5655   sen.mary.kiffmeyer@senate.mn  

Governor Tim Walz 

651-201-3400       Leave message here! 

Congressman Tom Emmer-MN Office 

763-241-6848       Email63) 241-6848  

US Senator Amy Klobuchar - Metro Office 

612-727-5220          Email Amy 

US Senator Tina  Smith - Metro Office 

651- 221-1016         Email 

President  Donald Trump 

202-456-1111        Email 

SENATE BUDGET 

MN State Senator Mary Kiffmeyer reported last week that 

Senate Republicans released their two-year budget which  

focused on “increased funding for our schools, roads and 

bridges, and public safety without any new tax increases… 

”This budget includes $30 million for broadband expansion 

in Greater Minnesota, ... dedicates $8.1 billion to roads and 

bridges– without raising the gas tax or increasing license 

plate tab fees, ” she noted.  Regarding education,  $65.7 

million is added over the previous budget – in career and 

technical education, $75 million for schools to enhance 

safety protocols as well as an increase in funding for K-12 

education.  This is in contrast to Governor Walz’s budget of 

$49.4 billion which includes $3.5 billion in new taxes and 

fees, including an additional 20 cent gas tax increase.   

 

 

mailto:sen.mary.kiffmeyer@senate.mn
https://mn.gov/governor/contact/index.jsp
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=MN06TE&crop=14439.7792349.5284070.7436955&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2femmer.house.gov%2fcontact%2femail&redir_log=010495969492262
https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/email-amy
tel:+1-651-221-1016
https://www.smith.senate.gov/content/contact-senator
https://akastg-www.whitehouse.gov/contact/


 

2019 BLOCK PARTY 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIG LAKE BLOCK PARTY AUGUST 17th 
   The Chamber’s Block Party Committee has started planning for the 

Big Lake Block Party from 10 am-2 pm on Saturday, August 17th.  McPete’s has graciously offered their 
facilities to the Chamber as one of our largest fundraisers. Dean-o-Mite will entertain with music and 
games.   Big Lake Police and CentraCare Emergency Services staff and  vehicles will be available to check 
out.  Coborn’s will provide the food. 

Chamber Board approved starting the event a few hours earlier to accommodate other community 
events that occur that day.  If you would like to be a sponsor of this event, please contact one of the 
Committee members: Dr. Kristi McAlpin of Big Lake Area Vet Hospi-
tal, Bill Blackhurst of Boy Scouts, Trisha Lindahl of City of Big Lake, 
Heather Eidem of CentraCare Health, Tim Suchy of Edward Jones & 
Allen Snegosky of Sherburne State Bank.  The sponsorship form is 
on the next page. 



2019 BLOCK PARTY 

Sponsorship Form 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    



 KUDOS to  

BIG LAKE POLICE 

CentraCare Health has two educational opportunities: 

 Eat, Drink and Be Mindful on Tuesdays, beginning April 9, 2019 
through May 14, 2019 from 5-6 p.m. in the Mississippi Conference 
Room in the lower level of CentraCare Health – Monticello Medical 
Building. Cost is $55. To register , visit centracare.com or call 320-534-

3096 

 The Bounce Back Project is hosting Becoming our Top 20 Selves fea-
turing author Willow Sweeney on Thursday, April 25, 2019 from 7 – 
8 p.m. at the Monticello High School.  Event is free. 

 

 

BIG LAKE IS SAFEST CITY IN MINNESOTA 

The National Council for Home Safety & Security ranked Big Lake as 

the safest city in Minnesota in 2019, followed by Orono, Hibbing, Lino 

Lakes and Grand Rapids. Overall Minnesota ranked 5th safest in the 

nation for violent crimes and 14th safest for property crime (where 

1st is the lowest crime). Congratulations to the Big Lake Police De-

partment, the City Council and all citizens in Big Lake! 



CHAMBER  

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

 

 

 

 

APRIL MEMBERSHIP MEETING   
Join us for our April 30th membership meeting at the Community Room next to Big Lake Police Depart-
ment and Public Library as we learn more about some of our non-profit members.  Agencies including 
Big Lake Spud Fest; CentraCare St. Benedict's Senior Community; Friends of Sherburne National Wildlife 
Refuge; Guardian Angels; Legacy Foundation of Big Lake; Options, Inc; and Wright Technical will share 
their mission, activities and needs.  Coborn’s will provide a buffet.  Meeting begins at 11:45 and lunch 
will be $15.   Members are asked to register by Friday, April 26 here! 

   

  

 

First photo to the left is BL High School Principal Bob 

Dockendorf updating the members at the March mem-

bership meeting about the national task force he serves 

on.  Next photo is Brian Koslofsky of Wright Technical 

reviewing their programs.  To  the right is SCSU President 

Dr. Robbyn Wacker sharing their programs and coopera-

tive ventures with area businesses. 

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/april-membership-meeting-94761?sourceTypeId=Hub


 

 

 

 

 

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS 

Thursday, April 18th  

 Business After Hours & First Networking Prize Drawing 

April’s Business After Hours on Thursday, April 18th starting at 5 pm at Trails will include our first Net-

work Prize drawing with a value of $145.  Chamber members who attended March 21st Business after 

Hours and  March 26th Membership Meeting have their names entered into the lucky blue Networking 

box.  If the lucky winner isn’t present, those attending the April Business after Hours will have their 

names added to the box and a winner will be drawn at the April 30th membership meeting. There is no 

charge but we ask you to register here to allow for adequate space.   

Prizes at this time include: 

Ticket to free drawing event                 valued at $35 

$25        gift certificate 

1/2 hour massage at  

$30 Gift Card at  

          $25 gift card  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

FUTURE BUSINESS AFTER HOURS 

May 16th - Third Rail 

June 20th - Friendly Buffalo 

July 18th - Lupulin 

August 15th - McPete's 

Photo to right is from March Economic De-

velopment Business After Hours at  Russells 

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/april-s-business-after-hours-96642?sourceTypeId=Hub


 MEMBER  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Is hosting this Friday, April 5 a free event at the studio for International Kids Yoga Day! 

It's Mini + Me Yoga for kids 18 months - 5 years old alongside their parent/caregiver! Any-
one who pre-registers for the event (which isn't required) will receive a coupon code for a 
free Kids Yoga session (ages 2-12 Saturday mornings) ($10 value).  Click here to register!  

Save the Date for the 3rd Annual  Youth Apprenticeship and Career Fair, scheduled for 
Thursday, September 19th.  Over 40 (and growing) area businesses set up information-
al displays as an opportunity for all 9-12 grade students to see what kinds of careers 
are available to them right in our surrounding areas.  This exposure might lead to other 

opportunities to explore the career further though tours, job shadowing, college visits, or maybe even 
lead to a work-based learning experience through Youth Apprenticeship. Over one thousand students 
will be in attendance! 

Is seeking advertisers for their monthly newsletter that is published 6 times a year (May-

Oct.) and distributed to over 400 members and their families and friends!  Interested 

members can contact Community Media directly  here or call 941-375-3699   ext: 118 

 Is seeking donations from area businesses and groups for prizes for Bingo.  The City of 

Big Lake has already donated three of its sand buckets filled with a towel, water bottle 

and free annual parking pass to Lakeside Park.  Spud Fest needs many volunteers to 

continue this successful event: click here to volunteer!  

 

Will be converting to Old National Bank the weekend of April 12-15.

  

Join Lupulin Brewing on Saturday, April 20th in the taproom for the 2019 release of Straight 

Hash Homie! For the first time ever, they'll be selling their 100% Hop Hash DIPA in crowlers, re-

leasing at 4:20pm!  Party all day on the patio and in the big yellow tent: food trucks will be on-

site, and live music.  

Received 20 pounds of food and cash donations from  customers and em-
ployees.  

 

Members can submit their announcements to info@biglakechamber.com.  

https://www.facebook.com/events/284059352526844/
http://www.4communitymedia.com
http://www.biglakespudfest.com/volunteer-to-help.html


COMMITTEES NEED YOU! 

              VOLUNTEER FOR A CHAMBER COMMITTEE in 2019 

In addition to its Board of Directors, the Chamber has seven Committees that members can be in-
volved.  Several of these are short-term Committees around a specific event while others advise the 
Board on specific issues.  Please consider volunteering for one of the following and email your interest 
to info@biglakechamber.com: 

 Ambassadors   Block Party     Economic Development 

 Golf Scramble   Governmental Affairs   Holiday Social    

 Community Fair 

 

 

Newsletter Tidbits 

Due 
Want to include something in the Chamber 

Newsletter? Send us a 1/4 page ad or a few 

sentences to include in next month’s news-

letter by Wednesday,  Friday, April 26th. Full 

page ads can be added for only $25 per month. 

Are you a new member? Ask the Chamber how 

to redeem your free full page ad! 

 

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY 

 

The Minnesota Business Tax Education Partnership is holding a seminar in St. Cloud, 
Minnesota for employers and their representatives who are interested in information on 
state and federal employment taxes and other employer responsibilities. These seminars 
will be presented by experts from the Minnesota Department of Revenue, Minnesota 
Unemployment Insurance Program, the United States Department of Labor, and the MN 
Department of Labor and Industry. 

April 17th (8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.) seminar content will include information on: 

        Worker status (independent contractor vs employee) 

        Employment Tax basics (withholding, depositing and reporting) 

        Unemployment Insurance (tax rates, wage reporting, benefit account issues) 

        State & Federal Labor Standards (Wage & Hour) 

Seminar Date and Location: 

Date: Wednesday, April 17, 2019 

Time: 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Location: Rasmussen College - St. Cloud 

226 Park Ave. S. 

St. Cloud, MN 56301  

 

Fee: No fee  

 

Register: Advanced registration is required.  Click here! 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Rasmussen+College+-+St.+Cloud/@45.5477742,-94.2086602,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x52b45f0e7de99a59:0xca2e9f8bdfc66cc6!8m2!3d45.5477742!4d-94.2064662?hl=en&authuser=0
http://www.uimn.org/employers/help-and-support/educational-seminars/seminar-schedule.jsp


APRIL 2019  

CALENDAR 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 

May 1:  Block Party Committee meeting at noon at McPete’s Entertainment Center  

May 4: Fix-It Clinic at BL Senior Center 

May 16:  Business after Hours at Third Rail 

May 23: Golf Scramble at Monticello Country Club 

May 28: Membership Meeting Legislative WrapUp with Senator Mary Kiffmeyer & Representative 

Nick Zerwas at Friendly Buffalo 

 Sunday    Monday       Tuesday         Wednesday       Thursday           Friday          Saturday 

 1 2 3 

Block Party 

Committee 

noon @ 

McPete’s 

Golf Committee 

noon @ Monti 

Country  Club 

4 5 6 

7 8 9 

Chamber Board 
Meeting 12:30 
at City Council 
Chambers 

10 

Ambassadors 
11:30 @ Friend-
ly Buffalo 

11 12 
Winter Farmers 
Market 3-6 pm 
@ Saron Lu-
theran. Seniors 
receive $3 cou-
pon. 

13 

14 

 

15 16 

 

17 

Golf Scramble 

Committee 

noon at Trails 

18 19 20 

 

21 22 23 24 

Chamber 

Lunch & Learn 

about Bulk 

Mail.  Register 

here 

25 

Business after 

Hours 5 pm @ 

Trails. Register 

here 

26 27 

Early Bird reg-

istration expir-

ing for Golf 

Scramble 

teams.  Click 

here 

28 29 30 

Membership 

Meeting 11:45 

@ BL Police.  

Register here! 

    

 1 2 3 

Block Party 

Committee 

noon @ 

McPete’s 

Golf Committee 

noon @ Monti 

Country  Club 

4 5 6 

7 8 9 

Chamber Board 
Meeting 12:30 
at City Council 
Chambers 

10 

Ambassadors 
11:30 @ Friend-
ly Buffalo 

11 12 
Winter Farmers 
Market 3-6 pm 
@ Saron Lu-
theran. Seniors 
receive $3 cou-
pon. 

13 

14 

 

15 16 

 

17 

Golf Scramble 

Committee 

noon at Trails 

18 19 20 

 

21 22 23 24 

Chamber 

Lunch & Learn 

about Bulk 

Mail.  Register 

here 

25 

Business after 

Hours 5 pm @ 

Trails. Register 

here 

26 27 

Early Bird reg-

istration expir-

ing for Golf 

Scramble 

teams.  Click 

here 

28 29 30 

Membership 

Meeting 11:45 

@ BL Police. 

Register here! 
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