
         

SEPTEMBER 2019 

NEWSLETTER 

GLORIA’S GEMS  
   What a successful Block Party last month!  

   We had four new activities this year, had more 

youth and families attend and received more lunch sales.  Our 

net profit was $6200, an 11% increase over last year.  This helps 

keep our membership dues at a reasonable price.  

   I’m so grateful to all the sponsors, volunteers and our Block 

Party Committee members. And one of our major sponsors is 

Coborn’s who continues to provide us with all the hotdogs, ham-

burgers, buns, ice cream, condiments and paper supplies. Many 

thanks!   

BUSINESS OF THE MONTH:  
    “We’re happy to announce that we’ll have a store upgrade sim-

ilar to our Elk River store in 2020,” exclaimed Coborn’s Manager 

Mitch Utecht. 

   Coborn’s started in 1921 in Sauk Rapids and now has 120 retail 

locations in the Midwest.  They are employee-owned and have 

two generations of Coborns in corporate management. 

   The Big Lake store has 145 employees which climbs to 155 in 

the summer. They implemented an online pick-up service in 

which their customers can order their groceries items online be-

tween 10 am-9 pm and within two hours pick up their items.   

   In addition to being generous with the Chamber’s Block Party, 

Coborn’s provides cook-outs to non-profits and food to Big Lake 

Community Food Shelf. 

 

Mission Statement 

“Committed to the success of the  

Big Lake business community through  

information, communication,  

cooperation and support for all.” 
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160 Lake Street N 

P.O. Box 241, Big Lake, MN 55309 
 

Office Hours 

 

Monday & Tuesday 9 am -11 am 

Wednesday: 8 am-10 am 
Or by appointment 

 

Left: Asst. Manager Andrew Hamilton 
and Manager Mitch Utecht  are excit-
ed about their new pick-up service 
and upcoming remodeling in 2020. 

Right: Associate Amanda Froend 
helps customers with their pick-up 
orders.  



NEW MEMBERS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TWO NEW MEMBERS JOIN THE CHAMBER! 

The New Youth Center is a new non-profit organization committed to providing a 

safe and welcoming place for area youth. They intend to provide inclusive, innova-

tive, and sustainable programs to positively impact youth, their families and the Big 

Lake community. Through reciprocal partnerships, their goal is to meet the needs of 

the body, mind, and spirit of the area youth.  Check them out at https://thewaveyc.org.  

 

Owner Tim Peddycoart of Social Street Marketing is excited to offer digital 

marketing in the Big Lake area.  This includes messenger marketing, local 

search engine optimization (SEO) and social media marketing.  His website is  

https://socialstreetmarketing.com. 

 

https://thewaveyc.org/
http://socialstreetmarketing.com


NON-PROFIT  

FUNDRAISER EVENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 



YOUR VOICE  

IN BUSINESS &  

GOVERNMENT 

Join the Youth Fair! 
Businesses are invited to host a table at the 3rd annual Youth 
Apprenticeship and Career Fair held on Thursday afternoon, 
September 19th.  This event exposures the middle and high-
school students  to the many career options in today’s mar-
ket. Businesses are asked to educate students about what 
happens within their walls. What kinds of careers are availa-
ble, the benefits of such career and the pathways to those ca-
reers. Businesses can bring signage, photo displays, brochures 
and promotional items (of course kids love freebies!) Power is 
also provided for those that need it for a monitor, or other ex-

citing tech. Explore options for students to get their hands working on controlling a robot, driving nails, 
wiring a switch or other projects. Deadline for business registration is Sept. 14th. 

New Wage Theft Law 

   As of July 1, 2019, Minnesota employers are subject 

to criminal and civil sanctions for failure to timely pay 

all employees their wages when due.   

While civil damages and penalties have long been 

available to unpaid employees, the new law adds 

criminal prosecution to the sanctions and creates a 

new written-notice requirement for all new hires.   

Check the Minnesota Dept. of Labor and Industry 

website for more information, and call Smith, Paulson, 

O’Donnell & Erickson at 763-295-2107 if you desire 

any assistance.  



 NEW TEACHER & STAFF WELCOME BAGS 

 

EDUCATION 

 

 

  
 

 
Events 

Friends of the Big Lake Library 
Support your local library,: join the Friends of the Big Lake Library 
group. The Friends contribute money from fundraising to support the 
programs and events at the Big Lake Library, as well as advocate for 
the library in the Big Lake community.  Mon, Sept. 9   5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Storytime 
Children, with a favorite adult, enjoy books, songs, rhymes and move-
ment activities while building language and early literacy skills through 
reading, singing, talking and playing. Cor ages 2+. Sponsored by the 

Friends of the Big Lake Library          Every Friday   10:30 to 11:00 a.m. 

Crafty Adults Group 

Do you have a hobby that you like but are tired of practicing alone? 
Bring your unfinished knitting, crochet, needlepoint, coloring, suduko, 
crossword puzzles, scrapbooking to the library. Join quiet conversation 
while enjoying your favorite hobby. For adults and seniors. Limit 20.  
                                                       Wednesday, Sept. 11  2:30 to 4:00 p.m. 

Paper Mosaic 

Get out your scissors and glue!  Participants will learn how to use paper 
and objects to create fun, professional looking, high quality mosaics 
that will last through the ages.  Basic techniques, design and use of 
finished mosaics will be discussed.  Each student will make and take 
home a 5" x 7" mosaic suitable for framing.  All materials will be pro-
vided.  For ages 16 to adult. Limit 15. Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Big Lake Library.                       Monday, Sept. 23  5:00 to 7:30 p.m.  

Felting with Stacy 

Create a fun fall creation for your home or as a gift. For ages teen and 
adults. Limit 20. Registration required. Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Big Lake Library.                       Monday, Sept 30  5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

  Eighteen businesses and non-profit Chambers members donated items such as  glasses, pens, note-

pads, pencils, can koozies, free drink, free service, USB charger, brochures, post-its and reusable cloth 

bags. 

Businesses who contributed items for the welcome bags  included Anytime Fitness, Becker Spine, Big Lake Ar-

ea Vet Hospital, Big Lake Public Library, Boy Scouts, Cabot Lodge Securities, CentraCare-Big Lake & Monticello, City of Big 

Lake, DATASuccess, Freedom Strategy, Lupulin Brewing, Majestic Creations, Monticello Printing, Riverwood Bank, Sher-

burne County Area United Way, The Bank of Elk River, Wright Technical School and Wright Sherburne Realty. 

 

In the picture above, Chamber Chair Tim Suchy of Edward Jones (right)  

welcomes all the teachers and encourages them to use the Chamber 

website for a list of local reputable businesses for their needs. The 

yellow welcome bags are behind him and Chamber Vice-Chair and 

Superintendent Steve Westerberg is next to him. 



SEPTEMBER  

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

At 5 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 24th MEMBERSHIP MEETING   

Join us for next membership meeting on Tuesday, September 24 starting at 5 pm at Russell’s on the 
Lake. 

Kevin Thompson, owner of DATASuccess will speak on “Windows 7: the End of an Era.” His presentation 
will focus on the retirement of the Windows 7 operating system by Microsoft, what that means if you 
continue to use Windows 7 after January 14, 2020, and how to evaluate your systems for upgrade or re-
placement. 

Please note change of time: registration is at 5 pm for social time, dinner at 5:30 
and presentation at 6 pm. Members and guests will have choice of 8 oz. top sir-
loin steak, 1/2 rack of BBQ ribs or broiled walleye with baked potato salad bar, 
tips and taxes for $20.  Salad bar alone will be $15 which includes tip and taxes. 

Spouses and administrative or support staff are encouraged to attend!  Please RSVP by Sept 19 here.   

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/september-membership-meeting-128255?sourceTypeId=Hub


 

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS 

Thursday, September 19th  

 Business After Hours & Networking Prize Drawing 

In addition to great networking, September’s Business After Hours on Thursday, September 19th 

starting at 5 pm at Hideout Restaurant will include a Network Prize drawing with a value of $175.  All 

Chamber members are entered into the Network Box.  If the lucky winner isn’t present, the business 

name will be placed back in the box and another business will be drawn at the September 24th 

Membership Meeting at Russell’s. There is no charge but we ask you to register here to allow for ade-

quate space.   

Prizes at this time include: 

Ticket to free drawing event                 valued at $35 

           $25 gift certificate 

1/2 hour massage at  

$30 Gift Card at            

Monticello Printing $30 towards Printing 

         $25 gift card  

 

 

 

 

 

      FUTURE BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

 October 17 - El Loro 

November 21 -  Russell’s On the Lake 

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/september-s-business-after-hours-128256?sourceTypeId=Hub


COMMUNTY ACTIVITIES 

 

For more information or to purchase tickets, go to 
https://riversofhope.org 

https://riversofhope.org/


 MEMBER  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CentraCare – Monticello welcomes General Surgeons Jolene Singh, MD and Jason Glenn, MD 

CentraCare – Monticello is proud to welcome Jolene Singh, MD, Jason Glenn, MD and the entire CentraCare General Sur-
gery team. Dr. Singh and Dr. Glenn see patients at the CentraCare - Monticello Specialty Clinic and will provide general 

surgery care at CentraCare – Monticello and the Monticello Surgery Center.   

Dr. Singh graduated from the University of North Dakota Medical School and served her residency at Hennepin 
County Medical Center in Minneapolis. Her clinical areas of interest include breast and anorectal proce-
dures, laparoscopic surgery, endocrine surgery, pediatric surgery and trauma. 

Dr. Glenn graduated from Howard University College of Medicine in Washington, D.C. and served his 
residency at Medical College of Wisconsin in Milwaukee. He completed an endocrine surgery fellowship at the 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. Dr. Glenn currently holds the rank of captain in the US Army Reserves Medical 
Corps. He has published numerous journal articles and book chapters on benign and malignant conditions of the 
thyroid, parathyroid and adrenal glands. Dr. Glenn’s additional clinical interests include minimally invasive abdominal sur-

gery and advanced hernia reconstruction.  

Lupulin Brewing through its Pours for a Purpose is donated $1 for every 

beer  on Thursdays in September to our newest non-profit member, The 
Wave Youth Center.  

Lupulin is also hosting a Ribtober Fest for  Big Lake Community Food 
Shelf on Saturday, October 5th.  

Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) is offering Wildflower Tour 

 Saturday, September 14, 10:00 am to 12:00 pm, Oak Savanna Learning Center  

Meet your guides, Refuge Volunteers Robin DeLong and Mitch Elness, at the Oak Savanna Learning Center 

(16797 289th Ave NW. Zimmerman, MN 55398) located approximately 5 miles west of Highway 169 off of 

Sherburne County Road 9. The tours will be structured as a car caravan and will 

stop at several different locations throughout the refuge.  Visitors are encour-

aged to bring binoculars, camera, field guides, water, a snack, and wear clothing 

and shoes appropriate for the weather and terrain. Pre-registration is requested 

but not required by calling the Refuge Headquarters at 763-389-3323 or emailing 

sherburne@fws.gov or visit the refuge website at www.fws.gov/refuge/

sherburne/. 

Boy Scouts  are holding a “Shoot Out for Scouts” on Friday, 

Sept 13th from noon-5 pm at Wild Marsh Sporting Clays.  Great 

course, prizes and silent auction.  Contact Bill Blackhurst for more 

information at wfblack2000@yahoo.com. 

MN Job Match  

Newsletter Tidbits 

Due 
Want to include something in the Chamber 

Newsletter? Send us a 1/4 page ad or a few 

sentences to include in next month’s news-

letter by Wednesday,  Wednesday, Sept. 

25th. Full page ads can be added for only $25 

per month. Are you a new member? Ask the 

Chamber how to redeem your free full page 

ad! 



SEPTEMBER 2019  

CALENDAR 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 

Thursday, Oct. 17 at 5 pm: Business after Hours at Hideout Restaurant.  Register here! 

Tuesday, Oct. 29 from 11:45-1 pm: Membership Meeting at Saron Lutheran Church.   

Friday, December 13 at 6 pm: Holiday Party at Carousell Works. 

Sunday    Monday       Tuesday               Wednesday           Thursday           Friday          Saturday 

1 2. LABOR DAY! 

 

3 4 

 

5 6 7 

8 9 10 
 

Board 12:30 City 
Chambers 

11 

Ambassadors 

11:30 at Friendly 

Buffalo 

Grow MN Visits 1

-3 pm.  Call office 

for visit 

12 

 

13 14 

15 

 

16 

Grow MN Visits 

10-noon.  Call 

office for visit! 

Marketing Cham-

ber members 

1:30 at City Hall 

Lg Conf Room 

17 18 19 

Business after 

Hours 5 pm @ 

Hideout Restau-

rant  Register 

here 

20 21 

 

22 23 

 

24 

Membership Mtg 5 

pm @ Russell’s. 

Note change of 

time. Register here 

25 

 

 

26 

 

27 28 

29 

 

30 

OFFICE CLOSED  

10/1 

OFFICE CLOSED 

10/2 

OFFICE CLOSED  

10/3 

OFFICE CLOSED  

10/4 

OFFICE 

CLOSED  

 

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/september-s-business-after-hours-128256?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/september-s-business-after-hours-128256?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/september-membership-meeting-128255?sourceTypeId=Hub

