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executive director’s corNer

The fall of 2012 
brings some 
exciting times 
and busy times 
for SFFMA and 
the future of our 
organization.  
In October, the 
Executive Board 

will conduct a weekend of strategic 
planning, along with a budget workshop 
and the ground breaking ceremony for 
our new office building and training 
center.  Our ground breaking ceremony 
will be October 20th at 1pm and we look 
forward to soon starting construction. 
We have purposely designed this 
building with the future in mind, growth 
opportunities and training opportunities 
for our members.  The new building 
will have enough room for current and 
potential future staff, enough storage 
and sales area, to accommodate our 
current and future needs and plenty 
of parking.  Some of our concepts we 
are incorporating into the construction 
include energy efficient windows, 
insulation, and lighting, tankless water 
heaters, a rain water collection system 
and xeriscaping on the complex. 
We are also accounting for the latest 
in telecommunications, wireless, 
and security systems along with 
incorporating a fire sprinkler system.

With the building project coming into 
place, this could not have been made 
possible without the support of YOU, our 
members, and our sponsors.  Sponsors 
such as California Casualty, CASCO, 
Independent Insurance Agents of Texas, 
Mike Hopkins Distributing, Texas A&M 
TEEX, Texas A&M Forest Service, Texas 
Farm Bureau Insurance, VFIS of Texas,  
and many, many more that have helped 
our association over the years through 
support, membership and sponsorship.  
I would like to especially thank VFIS of 
Texas for their contributions directly 

related to the building and the training 
center.  VFIS has a great interest in the 
protection of firefighters and their 
property and offers outstanding service 
and rates to the departments of Texas. 

As we go into the fall, I can only be 
reminded of the many different meetings 
that have been ongoing to prepare 
for the 2013 legislative session.  To say 
that we will be busy is somewhat of an 
understatement.  We have several key 
issues we will be monitoring, lobbying 
for, and trying to resolve which affect 
all of us as emergency responders.  I ask 
that if you are not receiving our emails 
each month, you provide your email 
address and put it on your personnel 
record with SFFMA so that we may keep 
you informed of the latest developments.  
Due to the cost of printing and mailing 
and the speed of getting a magazine 
done, we find that the quickest way to 
get information out to the membership is 
through email.  So please make sure we 
have your correct address.  We do NOT 
give out your email addresses to any of 
our vendors nor do we send any type of 
spam.

As always, we welcome your comments, 
input and participation.  I also encourage 
you to read about our newly formed 
TESPAC (found on page 7) to learn more 
about our political action committee and 
how it will most likely be needed this 
upcoming legislative session.

Thank you for your membership, support 
and service to your community!!

Be Safe!!

Chris Barron
Executive Director
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I remember the day 
of September 1, 
1979... I was sitting 
in my living room 
during an afternoon 
thunderstorm just 
waking from the 
graveyard shift at 
the plant, when all 
of a sudden there 
was a loud explosion 

that shook my house and rattled my windows. 
I thought “that was not a normal clap of 
thunder”, so I jumped to my feet and peered 
through the windows of my back door to see 
a black mushroom cloud rolling into the sky 
from the area of the Shell Deer Park oil refinery. 
Within a minute or two, the loud outdoor Civil 
Defense sirens at the two Deer Park Volunteer 
Fire Department (DPVFD) stations used to alert 
the volunteer firefighters began to wail. I soon 
learned that an 800’ oil tanker unloading at the 
Shell Deer Park Refinery dock was struck by 
lightening and had exploded.          
 The cargo ship SS Chevron Hawaii had docked 
with 110,000 barrels of heavy crude oil. A huge 
piece of the ship’s deck flew 600’ through the 
air penetrating a shore tank containing ethyl 

alcohol, igniting its contents. The fire spread to 
a nearby barge slip where four barges caught 
fire, three of which eventually exploded and 
sank.

I stood at that back door for hours watching 
the flames and thick black smoke billow into 
a sky still heavy with rain clouds, and listened 
to the non-stop sirens of emergency vehicles 
screaming to the scene. As a job function at the 
chemical plant I worked, I had recently been 
placed on the fire brigade and received some 
fire training. In my mind I was thinking I could 
be there helping fight those fires. 

Within days I stopped by the fire department 
to pick up an application. The secretary asked 
how old I was, and I replied 20. She said the 
minimum age for the DPVFD was 21. I’m sure 
she could see the disappointment on my face, 
and then she asked me to go ahead and fill out 
an application and leave with her as she didn’t 
expect the department to have an academy 
until after the first of the year. In February 
1980 I received a phone call from a member of 
the DPVFD to inform me they would start an 
academy soon and asked if I was still interested 
in joining. I was 21 years and 1 month old and 
more than ready!

continued on page 4
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serviNg the citiZeNs WasN't eNough

The Deer Park Volunteer Fire Department 
was established in 1950 to provide fire 
protection to the citizens of Deer Park.  At 
that time there were 11 charter members, 
one fire engine and a one-bay fire station.

Since that time, the Deer Park VFD has 
grown to serve an area of approximately 
17 square miles in Southeast Harris County, 
consisting of the City of Deer Park and the 
industrial district located along the nation’s 
2nd largest port and first largest petro-
chemical complex.

The membership has grown to over 80 
members, 16 pieces of equipment, 4 
command vehicles, 4 support vehicles, 
3 fire stations and a training field.  The 
Volunteers of Deer Park provide Fire and 
EMS coverage to over 33,000 citizens that 
live within the city, as well as fire education 
to over 3000 children each year.  Current 
call volume averages about 3,000 per year.

I graduated my academy in November 
1980. I felt the fire service in my blood 
before I even completed the academy and 
remember thinking this is something I’ll do 
the rest of my life. 

Caring for the sick and injured soon 
became a passion and I found myself 
responding with the ambulance when I 
wasn’t on a fire truck. I attended the first 
ECA class I could get into and eventually 
became a certified Paramedic in 1988. 

Early in my career, I served as a fire 
inspector under the direction of the Deer 
Park Fire Marshal. I have gone on to serve 
the fire department in the roles of EMS 
Captain, Vice President, and President.          
I currently serve as Safety Officer, a 
position I’ve held since 1995. 

I have been honored with many awards 
over the years, including Rookie of the Year 
1981, President’s Award, Chief’s Award, 
Rotary Club Firefighter of the Month, and 
the prestigious Odis Chappell Award. Odis 
was the 100th President of the SFFMA in 
1976, Austin Convention. 

Serving the citizens of Deer Park wasn’t 
enough for me. My drive to give more to 
the fire service led me to get involved with 
the Harris County Fire Fighters’ Association 

(HCFFA) and SFFMA Gulf Coast and Tri-River 
Districts (GC/TR).  I currently serve on the 
Executive Board of the HCFFA as President, 
and on the Executive Board for the SFFMA 
GC/TR Districts as Immediate Vice President. 
I also serve as the Safety Coordinator for the 
TEEX-ESTI Annual Spring and Summer Fire 
Schools and represent the firefighters of 
Harris County on the Regional Urban Area 
Security Initiative (UASI), First Responder 
Committee.

One of the most memorable experiences 
of my career was visiting the Deer Park, NY 
Volunteer Fire Department in November 
2001 after 9/11. My department had raised 
several thousand dollars for the families 
of four members of FDNY from Deer Park, 
NY, who had lost their lives in the collapse 
of the World Trade Centers. One of those 
firefighters was the renowned Chief of 
Special Operations, Ray Downey. 

I was born in 1959 to parents who valued 
family, friends, and love of the outdoors, 
I grew up in Pasadena, Texas and I’m the 
third child of four. My parents instilled the 
importance of taking care of family and 
friends, especially in the time of need. 
Looking back now, these are the values that 
would serve me well as a volunteer.

I moved to Deer Park with my parents in 
1978, soon after I graduated from high 
school. The City of Deer Park, known as 
“The Birthplace of Texas”, lies in the shadow 
of the San Jacinto Monument and is home 
to the Battleship Texas. These two Texas 
icons, along with the Lone Star Flag, stand 
strong and have endured the test of time, 
just as the State Firemen’s and Fire Marshals’ 
Association of Texas (SFFMA) has for 137 
years!

In 1978, after a semester in College, I 
decided to take advantage of a robust 
industrial job market and hired on with Du 
Pont Chemical where my father worked. I 
retired from Du Pont in 2003 after twenty 
five years in operations and emergency 
response.

I became Harris County’s first Industrial 
Liaison in December of 2004 and am 
assigned to the Harris County Office 
of Homeland Security and Emergency 

Management under the direction of Harris 
County Judge Ed Emmett. As the Industrial 
Liaison, I partner with Industry along the 
nation's second largest port, as well as other 
industries in Harris County, to assist with 
all-hazards emergency planning, security, 
and emergency communications during 
large-scale incidents. I was also instrumental 
in developing and managing the 
Nation’s first Industry Essential Personnel 
Credentialing System and the East Harris 
County Manufacturers’ Association (EHCMA) 
Hurricane Status Reporting System. As 
Industrial Liaison, I also participate on 
the EHCMA Security Committee, Area 
Maritime Security Council, Anti-Terrorism 
Advisory Council for the Southern District 
of Texas, and the Capt. of the port’s Port 
Coordination Team, just to name a few. 
Since Harris County is home to the second 
largest port and the largest petrochemical 
complex in the nation, the liaison function 
is critical to the region’s homeland security, 
preparedness, and emergency response. 

I’m involved in several local, State, and 
national conferences, serving on steering 
committees, and often a guest speaker 
for the National Hurricane Conference, 
Texas Hurricane Conference, and HotZone 
Conference. I’m also a charter member 
of the State’s San Jacinto Type III Incident 
Management Team, and credentialed as a 
Logistics Section Chief, Liaison Officer, and 
Safety Officer. One of the highlights of my 
career was assignment as Deputy Unified 
Area Commander, Night Operations, for the 
“Reliant City” mega-shelter operations in 
Houston during Hurricane Katrina in 2005. 

In 2005, I was approached by a Board 
member of the HCFFA and asked if I had 
ever considered serving on the SFFMA 
Executive Board. My response was that I 
had not, because those are the elite of the 
Texas fire service. The follow up response 
was the HCFFA Board wanted to promote 
a local leader to run for the SFFMA Board 
and felt I had the right stuff. Humbled by 
the suggestion and after a lot of thought, I 
agreed to pursue what I feel is the highest 
honor of the Texas volunteer fire service.

What an honor it is that you, the members of 
the SFFMA, have bestowed upon me to take 
the gavel of this great institution. Serving 
on the Board has proven to be an amazing 
experience. In my two years of campaigning, 
and going on five years of serving on the 
Board, I have traveled thousands of miles, 
visited many fire stations, and met hundreds 
of people who I consider family. 

My campaign was centered on the slogan 
“Emergency preparedness, through training 
and developing relationships before you need 
them, is the primary component for success in 

by  D av i d  Wa d e
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managing emergencies and protecting the community. The SFFMA 
is our network for creating and nurturing this vital component.” 
This was illustrated by how the fire service all over Texas came 
together to support one another after Hurricane Ike and during 
the 2011 wildfire season. The SFFMA has proven time again to 
be the training and relationship conduit for the Texas fire service. 
As Texas Forest Service Director, Tom Boggus states repeatedly 
(paraphrased), “I don’t want to be involved in a disaster, but when I 
do, I want it to be in Texas!” 

Our Austin staff, led by Director Chris Barron, is absolutely amazing! 
In my four-plus years on the Board, I’ve seen Chris lead the Team 
to improve membership benefits, see merchandise sales soar, 
provide administrative support to the Certification Board as our 
Certification Program was retooled, develop the Texas Wildfire 
Relief Fund to provide much-needed PPE for departments fighting 
wildfires, generally promote the SFFMA, and the develop a 
Recruitment and Retention Program for the Texas Fire Service that 
is second to none. Please keep in mind that the Executive Board 
and Austin Staff are here to serve you.

This is a very exciting time for the SFFMA and our members. We will 
break ground on a new office complex on October 20, 2012. Chris 
has worked diligently with the Executive Board and architects over 
the last year to design an office building that will serve us many 
years into the future, and possibly forever. 

We are also heading into a legislative year that promises to be 
active and exciting. You should know by now we have established 
a Political Action Committee (PAC). The PAC will be known as the 
“SFFMA – Texas Emergency Services Political Action Committee” or 
“TESPAC”.  We see this PAC as an important complement to T-FLAG.

When this article is published, the Executive Board will have had a 
retreat in October to discuss and develop a 5-year plan and meet 
with the Finance Committee for the annual Budget Workshop. 
We will share the details and updates of these activities and those 
mentioned above as we attend District meetings this fall and next 
spring.

There are so many people I want to thank for supporting me in my 
quest and tenure on the SFFMA Executive Board, and it starts with 
DPVFD Chief Greg Bridges, DPVFD Assistant Chief Don Davis, and 
all the members of the DPVFD. The concessions you made and ex-
cusing my absence when I’m on the road has not gone unnoticed. I 
owe you more than I’ll ever be able to give back! 

I also want thank Chief Michael Battise for being the one who 
believed in me and encouraged me to represent my department, 
Harris County, and GC/TR Districts on the SFFMA Executive Board – 
I hope I didn’t let you down! 

I extend my gratitude to the Executive Boards and members of the 

HCFFA and GC/TR Districts for supporting my concurrent participa-
tion on your Boards while serving on the SFFMA Board.

Thanks to SFFMA Past Presidents like Jack King, Bob Looney, Deloss 
Edwards, and the rest for being there anytime I needed mentoring. 
Your guidance over the years have been invaluable.

Everyone who has served on the SFFMA Executive Board knows they 
could not do it without the unwavering support of their employer. 
I don’t have all the words to articulate how much I appreciate my 
immediate supervisor, Harris County Office of Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management Coordinator, Mark Sloan; Harris County 
Judge Ed Emmett and Harris County Commissioners Court; and finally 
Harris County Fire Marshal Mike Montgomery, for supporting my role 
with the SFFMA and understanding the value our Association has 
on the Texas fire service, Harris County firefighters, and emergency 
management organizations.”

To the Texas fire service and SFFMA, it’s a privilege and honor to serve 
as your President for 2012 – 2013.

While these are exciting times for the Association, they are also 
challenging, but like the Lone Star Flag, Battleship Texas, and San 
Jacinto Monument, the SFFMA will continue to stand strong and 
endure the test of time.

I look forward to seeing you all at the 137th SFFMA Training 
Conference and Convention Planning Meeting in The Woodlands, 
January 4th and 5th, 2013.

Benefits of Membership:
>  $10,000 AD&D policy
>  Members-only resources 
>  Personalized membership card
>  NVFC newsletters and News Alerts
>  Training webinars such as Grant Writing and  
 Recruitment & Retention
>  Discounted tuition and waived application fee  
 from Columbia Southern University
>  Eligibility to join the FASNY Federal Credit  
 Union
>  Member Assistance Program through Treatment  
 Solutions
>  Special discount offers from NVFC partners
>  And much more!

The NVFC is Working For You.
Now is the time to Join the Voice of the Volunteer Fire Service.

Whatever you need, you can count on the National Volunteer Fire 
Council (NVFC) – serving as your voice in Washington, DC; providing 
resources on critical topics like health & safety, recruitment & retention, 
and funding; and administering programs that support your department, 
including the National Junior Firefighter Program and Fire Corps. Join 
the NVFC through SFFMA and take advantage of all of the exciting 
benefits of membership at 50% off the Individual Membership rate!

Learn more about the NVFC at www.nvfc.org, 
or call 1-888-ASK-NVFC (275-6832).

Supporting Those Who Serve

SFFMA Members  
can join the NVFC for 

ONLY $15.  
Join as part of your 
SFFMA renewal or 

contact  
SFFMA for more  

information.

serviNg the citiZeNs WasN’t eNough

2012-2013 President

by  D av i d  Wa d e

David W. Wade
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sffma uPdates                                 

SFFMA’s New Office Building Project is continuing as planned.  We have been working on the loan 
documentation, finalizing building plans, and having a third party review and make recommendations. The 
bidding process is underway along with the permitting process.  The builders that have shown interest in bidding 
on the project have indicated about an 8- to 10-month build time since the site work/drainage has already been 
completed.  

NEW OFF ICE BUILDING

Champion of the axe LunCheon 
Champion of the axe LunCheon 
honors Lieutenant Governor 
DaviD Dewhurst

On April 18th, the Texas Wildfire Relief Fund (TWRF) honored 
Lt. Governor David Dewhurst as the Champion of the Axe for his 
commitment to Texas volunteer firefighters.
“Governor Dewhurst appreciates the courage and conviction of our state’s 
volunteer firefighters. He is a true Champion of the Axe,” said Chris Barron, 
executive director of the State Firemen’s and Fire Marshals’ Association of 
Texas. “Governor Dewhurst’s support of the Texas Wildfire Relief Fund 
and his interest in tackling some of the most challenging issues facing our 
state as a result of last year’s wildfires is much appreciated.”
The Champion of the Axe Award was presented to Governor Dewhurst 
during an awards luncheon and ceremony held in Austin.  
“It’s an honor to stand among the true heroes, those brave men and women who courageously serve our state when the fires rage,” said 
Lt. Gov. Dewhurst. “It’s important that we never lose sight of the critical work they’re doing. I hope every Texan will join Tricia and me in 
supporting the Texas Wildfire Relief Fund. It’s doing great things for Texas’ volunteer firefighting force.”
At the event, Barron noted that battling wildfires comes at a great cost to the state by straining all local authorities and burdening volunteer 
fire departments.
The TWRF Champion of the Axe event was sponsored by Apache Corporation. Apache has given $65,000 over the past year to TWRF.
TWRF (www.txwildfirerelief.org) is working to continue to raise funds and awareness for the state’s volunteer firefighters. TWRF is the non-profit fundraising 
arm of the State Firemen’s and Fire Marshals’ Association. We need your support to provide Texas volunteer firefighters with all the equipment they need.

Photos of the progress of the project will be posted online at www.sffma.org/gallery
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texas emergeNcy medical services Board uPdate

ChanGes
In 2013 EMS is changing.  Are you ready 
for the changes? 

Just in case you have not noticed, some 
of the companies offering paramedic 
programs are no longer offering their 
paramedic program.  The reason is, in 
November 2007, the National Registry 
Board voted to require, as of January 1, 
2013, all paramedic applicants graduate 
from a training program accredited 
by Committee on Accreditation of 
Educational Programs for the Emergency 
Medical Services Professions (CoAEMSP).  
CoAEMSP is the only nationally 
accrediting agency for EMS and is 
sponsored by several organizations, but 
the list is too long to include here.  The 
CoAEMSP website, http://www.coaemsp.
org, provides information on how to 
become accredited if a program is not 
currently accredited.  This website has 
more information than can be provided 
in this article.

The accreditation requirement is only for 
paramedic programs.

Clear uP a rumor
I heard several folks discuss, and have 
seen a few messages in groups, Texas 
Department of State Health Services 
will require all paramedics to become 
certified and maintain that certification 
under National Registry.

I confirmed with Texas DSHS that this is 
a rumor and only a rumor.  There is no 

such requirement now or in the near 
future.  

Per Maxie Bishop, RN, LP - State EMS 
Director, there was only a committee 
meeting to discuss this requirement. If 
this became a Texas DSHS requirement, 
it would be only for paramedics certified 
after a specified date who would have 
to maintain their certification through 
the National Registry.  Anyone registered 
before that date could maintain only 
their Texas certification/license. 

As of the date of this article and in 
the foreseeable future this is not a 
requirement.

ems ConFerenCe
Just in case you are not aware, the 
EMS conference is not the week of 
Thanksgiving this year.  
The Preconference Classes are 
November 9-11 with the lectures and 
workshops on November 12 -14.  Early 
bird pricing ends October 14; regular 
pricing from October 15 to November 
11th; and no refunds after October 26, 
2012.

Go to http://www.texasemsconference.
com for more information.

The 2013 Texas EMS conference will be 
held November 24-27 in Fort Worth at 
the Fort Worth Convention Center.

meDiCaTion shorTaGe
Every ambulance service throughout 
the country is experiencing medicine 
shortages.  In the article “Drug Shortages 
on the Ambulance: What Can EMS Do?” 
by Jeff Beeson, DO in the July/August 
issue of the Texas EMS Magazine, this is a 
national problem.  I would recommend 
that you read this article and the review 
http://www.fda.gov/Drugs/DrugSafety/
DrugShortages/ucm050792.htm for 

Current Drug Shortages.  This shortage 
is occurring at hospitals, too. 

CheCK your CerTiFiCaTions
I talked to some current and former 
EMS providers throughout the year 
and heard that throughout Texas 
some individuals were practicing as 
uncertified paramedics.  The individuals 
let their certifications expire and did not 
have the necessary hours or training 
to recertify.  I know one individual 
lost his job for not keeping track of 
his recertification date and letting it 
expire, and I have heard of others.  The 
certification is your responsibility; be 
sure to check it regularly.

Have you checked your recertification 
date lately? Have you checked 
your partners? Do you know if the 
organization you work for, or volunteer 
at, is still certified? Go to: http://www.
dshs.state.tx.us/emstraumasystems/
newcert.shtm and select “Click here 
for live online Certification/Licensee 
Search”. Select “Public License Search”, 
and the appropriate search.

Remember that in Texas, a Texas 
certification is still needed to practice.  
Even though you passed the National 
Registry exam, and are National 
Registry certified, in Texas you are not 
permitted to practice until you have 
completed the Texas certification/
license application and  received Texas 
Certification.

nCemsC
Have you looked into the lower 
prices at NCEMSC? Members of 
the SFFMA of Texas and the TEMSB 
receive discounted prices through 
NCEMSC, http://www.ncemsc.org.                       
(more information on page 12).

By edWard Walsh ff/lP oN Behalf of the texas emergeNcy medical service Board



Texas Firemen The magazine for Emergency Professionals8 October 2012

uPcomiNg legislative sessioN 

LegisLative survey input neeDeD
Your input is GREATLY needed as we prepare for the upcoming 2013 Legislative Session.  Please take a 
minute to complete a short survey that will help us identify those items that are of the greatest interest to 
YOU, our membership.  

This is your chance to give us your opinion and help influence policy for the fire service of Texas.

On July 25, 2012 SFFMA, TEEX and TFS 
hosted the 2nd Annual Legislative Day 
in College Station.  Approximately 45 
staffers from both Texas House and 
Senate offices participated. 

The program included a short visit 
to TFS/TEEX Headquarters where 
participants could see equipment 
purchased through the HB 2604 grant.  
Gary Sera, TEEX Agency Director, 
Tom Boggus, TFS Director and several 
others also gave presentations to the 
attendees.   

In the afternoon, participants went 
to Brayton Fire Field where they 
were offered a hands-on firefighting 
experience. 

SFFMA would like to THANK everyone 
who helped make this event so 
successful. 

Event Photos are available at 
www.sffma.org  under Photo Gallery.

T FlaG uPDaTe
The 83rd Legislative Session is getting 
closer.  During the coming weeks and 
months there will be a lot of activity in and 
around Austin in preparation for the start 
of the next session in January.  There will 
be many new faces around the Capitol 
and many of them don’t know a lot about 
the Texas Fire Service and our needs.  The 
expected shortfalls in the state budget will 
drive most of the issues that are discussed 
and the bills that are introduced and 
debated in committees in the House and 
Senate.  As in the past couple of sessions, 
legislation that increases spending will be 
a hard sale.
You have read about the top priorities 
for the volunteer fire service here in past 
issues.  They are headed up by full funding 
for 2604 grants.  Other bills that are 
expected to be brought up include a tax 
rate increase for ESDs and limitation of the 
authority of County Judges and Mayors 
regarding disaster declarations.  T-FLAG 
is considering putting a bill together that 
would establish SFFMA as the certifying 
agency in the State of Texas for volunteer 
firefighters.  T-FLAG is also discussing a 
bill that would require all VFDs to register 
with the County Judge in their county as 
a way of identifying all the VFDs in the 
state.  We will also be watching to see if 
the commission (TCFP) attempts to push 
for more volunteers to be brought under 
their jurisdiction.  The Firefighters Pension 
Commission will go through the Sunset 
Review process during this session to 
determine if it will continue to exist in its 
current form.  

The SFFMA Executive Board voted to 
form a political action committee to 
help support T-FLAG efforts this session.  
The Texas Emergency Services Political 
Action Committee or TesPaC will provide 
us a means to support legislators and 
candidates who support the volunteer fire 
service.   We have developed a logo for the 
PAC as well as all the required filings with 
the state.  

 Our lobbyist, Mr. Trey Blocker, has been 
very helpful in developing by-laws for the 
PAC.  We have set up a board of directors 
made up of Executive Board members 
and T-FLAG members to lead the PAC 
as well.  TesPaC will need your (SFFMA 
members) help to be effective.  Individual 
donations will be used to help us be 
successful.  Look for a mailing from the 
SFFMA headquarters in the near future 
asking for donations.  Please consider 
supporting our PAC with any donation 
you can spare.  

SFFMA’s 21,000+ members working 
through T-FLAG and TesPaC will help 
ensure legislative success now and in the 
future. 

Best Regards, 
Dan Key   
Chairman 
SFFMA T-FLAG Committee
Cell:  281-923-7670
Email: dannylkey@yahoo.com

surveymonkey.com/s/2013_Legislative_Session
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Chief Randal J. Zimmer     September 3, 2011 
SEABROOK VFD

Captain David R. Gray                                               June 1, 2012
MARSHAL FD

Kenneth Stewart June 4, 2012
ARCHER CITY VFD

Robert James Miller August 2, 2012
ARANSAS PASS VFD

Waldermar “Wally” Carl Hannemann             August 22, 2012
FREDERICKSBURG FD

Carl Davis August 28, 2012
BON WIER VFD

Chief Arthur Lee Hickey September 13, 2012
MAURICEVILLE FD

Non-Line of Duty

The Bon Wier Vol. 
Fire Dept. would 
like to express 
our Thanks to 
the following Fire 
Depts.:  Burkeville, 
Deweyville, 
East End, Fred, 
Hemphill, Jasper, 
Kirbyville, 
Lake Rayburn, 
Newton,Trout 

Creek, Texas Forest Service and Newton County 
Sheriff ’s Office for your support and honor to 
our fallen comrade during the service of our 
Assist. Chief Carl F. Davis. You will never know 
how much this has touched our community 
and our hearts. We appreciate your honor 
and your support during this time. A special 
Thanks to Jasper Fire Dept. for their Flag 
presentation,Trout Creek for covering our area 
during the service and Newton 
& Burkeville for traffic control. 

Sincerely, 

Curbey L. Schmidt Jr. 
Chief of Bon Wier Vol. Fire Dept. 

Captain Neal Smith      September 17, 20112
ATASCOCITA VFD

Line of Duty

In MeMorIaM 
Texas eMergency servIces 
PolITIcal acTIon coMMITTee
The State of Texas continues to grow and with it grows 
the need for dependable, well-trained emergency services 
personnel.  Despite increasing demand, funding for 
emergency services continues to decline, and the threat 
of increased regulation continues to rise. This trend is particularly burdensome 
for volunteers who risk their lives and give their time solely for the purpose of 
serving their communities. 
The Texas Emergency Services Political Action Committee (TESPAC) was 
formed to provide a political voice for the thousands of emergency services 
personnel who serve our state.  TESPAC’s purpose is to raise and distribute 
funds to support legislators and candidates for public office who understand 
the importance of promoting and protecting individuals who serve as volunteer 
firefighters, on EMS squads and industrial fire brigades. 
Membership in TESPAC is open to anyone interested in investing in the future 
of emergency services in Texas.  Your investment will provide the necessary 
support for our governmental affairs team to be successful during the legislative 
sessions.  

What is TesPac?
    TESPAC is a voluntary, nonprofit, unincorporated political action committee          
    whose membership consists of entities and individuals who understand that   
    political involvement is essential to legislative success.  As a “PAC” registered    
    with the Texas Ethics Commission, TESPAC strictly complies with all Texas    
    campaign finance laws and regulations.

What are TesPac’s goals?

    • Raise and distribute funds to legislators and candidates who support       
      emergency services.
    • Build a grassroots army capable of supporting our governmental affairs   
       team when the Legislature is in session.
    • Educate the public about the importance of supporting their local emergency     
       services personnel.

Why should I invest in TesPac?
    1)  As a member of a local volunteer or combination fire department, a                   
         local EMS unit, or an industrial fire brigade, it is essential that you help               
         elect legislators who will stand up for your profession, restore essential            
         funding, and oppose unnecessary regulation.  An investment in TESPAC is  
 an investment in your future.  
    2)  As Texans, we pride ourselves on our independence and self-reliance.      
         However, when fire, hurricanes or other emergencies strike, we all need  
         a helping hand.  Investing in TRESPAC helps ensure that helping hand will  
         be there when you need it.

Your investment in TESPAC will help keep Texas safe. Please consider making a 
contribution today. Contributions may be sent to TESPAC at 4450 Frontier Trail, 
Austin, TX 78745.

Contributions are not tax-deductible.
Texas law requires us to report occupation and employer information 

for contributors of $500 or more.

Thank you for 
your support and honor.
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This has been an “interesting” year in 
the Certification Office, and we would 
like to extend our thanks to you, 
the members of our association, for 
working with us to identify your areas 
of concern with the program update.

The Certification Board introduced 
a new Fire Inspector certification in 
line with NFPA 1035 standards.  This 
certification replaces Fire Prevention 
Specialist I & II which are being 
phased out effective December 31, 
2012.  Applications for Prevention 
Specialist need to ARRIVE in the Austin 
office by the end of the year.  Fax the 
signed application and credit card 
payment form to 512-453-1876 to 
ensure the arrival date.  Applications 
received on or after January 1, 2012 
will be returned with payment to the 
department.

SFFMA Online is now updated to allow 
full reporting of all objectives.  The last 
couple of straggler objectives have 
been corrected on the class entry page 
and report forms.

The “Apply for Certification” link for 
Module 1-4 certification is at the top of 
the roster.  There is no further need to 
use the handwritten application with 
a printout of training completion.  You 
have my personal thanks for being so 
patient with this issue.

We continue to work with the 
programmers to re-credit all of the 
objectives for previous levels of 
certification.  If this becomes a pressing 
issue, Coordinators can enter one class 
per level (Intro, Basic, Intermediate, 
Advanced), dated 12/31/2011 with 
the applicable credits from the older 
certificates.  Mark anyone holding 
these levels of certification as 
attending and the system will clear the 
outstanding objectives.

Dear SFFMA Members,

Can you believe the year is almost over? 2012 has practically flown by, 
and here we are again, gearing up for what seems like an eventful near-

future. As you may already know, SFFMA is buzzing with activity, as we 
get ready to break ground on the new SFFMA Headquarters. We want our 

members to be well informed about the upcoming changes to everything that 
goes along with this move!

One of the most important changes will be better service! Not only will we be upgrading 
the SFFMA Office, but we will also be upgrading our forms, our Online System, and our 
benefits! Just take a look at our new benefits list, we hope it provides you with more 
concise information about how SFFMA can save you money. 

Remember that some of the discounts we offer will be solely through our website ads. 
Be sure to check the SFFMA website periodically for savings opportunities, and definitely 
stay tuned for our next membership article in the e-info newsletter. Not to worry! If you’d 
rather receive a printed copy of the e-Infofire Newsletter, just let us know, we’ll be happy 
to send you one. 

Until next time!

certificatioN highlights sFFma memBershiP value

EXCLUSIVE PRICING NON-MEMBER MEMBER BASED ON…

FREE
Membership

$75 Annual membership price with 
NCEMSC

individuals)

$85 
(TCFP) a year

$10-$30 
one -time fee

NVFC Membership

$10,000 AD&D $20,000 LODD

$30 $12 Membership only with NVFC

VFIS  Policy 
)

$10,000 AD&D $20,000 LODD

$10
open market

Exclusive for 
Members

Conference Registration 
Discount

$150-$250 Price of one Main Conference 
registration

$200-$300

La Quinta Inn & Suites $85 a night A reservation in Austin, TX at least 14 
days in advance; prices vary

$139 a night

Monitronics $120$299.40

Sprint
(NOTE: This discount cannot be 
applied to the Everything 
Unlimited Plan)

$974.64 450 anytime minutes with an 
Everything Premium DATA plan 
and device insurance. 

$1167.84

AT&T $1104 2yr plan for new and existing 
customers, savings may vary.

$1196.40

T-Mobile $863.88 2yr  Unlimited Plus Plan 
Including: unlimited minutes, text, 2GB data.

$959.88

Discounts on Fire 
Training Books from 

$68 The cost of an IFSTA Essentials Book$78

Ameridoc Health Care 
Alternative Plan

$239.40 $179.40 Single year plan.

E X C L U S I V E  S A V I N G S  F R O M  S F F M A  A N D  A F F I L I A T E  C O M P A N I E S  

FREE
Membership

$75 Annual membership price with
NCEMSC

individuals)

$85
(TCFP) a year

$10-$30
one -time fee

NVFC Membership

$10,000 AD&D $20,000 LODD

$30 $12 Membership only with NVFCy

VFIS  Policy 
)

$10,000 AD&D $20,000 LODD

$10
open market

Exclusive for
Members

Conference Registration
Discount

$150-$250 Price of one Main Conference
registration

$200-$300

La Quinta Inn & Suites $85 a night A reservation in Austin, TX at least 14
days in advance; prices vary

$139 a night

Monitronics $120$299.40

Sprint
(NOTE: This discount cannot be
applied to the Everything
Unlimited Plan)

$974.64 450 anytime minutes with an
Everything Premium DATA plan
and device insurance.

$1167.84

AT&T $1104 2yr plan for new and existing
customers, savings may vary.

$1196.40

T-Mobile $863.88 2yr  Unlimited Plus Plan 
Including: unlimited minutes, text, 2GB data.

$959.88

Discounts on Fire
Training Books from

$68 The cost of an IFSTA Essentials Book$78

Ameridoc Health Care
Alternative Plan

$239.40 $179.40 Single year plan.

 AFFILATE 
COMPANIES

SFFMA member price. 

SAVINGS PER YEAR!

$75

Up to $85 a year

$18

Exclusive for 
Members

$50

$54
 (Savings vary by location 

& time of year)

$179.40

$193.20

$92.40

$96

$10

$60

here’s the value of membership
Exclusive Savings From SFFMA and Affiliate Companies

memBershiP aNd certificatioN



MEMBERSHIP and certification

HAS YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGED AND YOU NO LONGER RECEIVE OUR EMAILS? 

LOGIN AND UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION OR SIMPLY EMAIL 
newsletter@sffma.org

Target solutions delivers innovative applications 
that help 
re departments run more e�ciently. 
Accredited Training for EMS continuing education
Track and record hands on training
Internet based—no software necessary.

Receive up to a 30% discount on Prevention Link 
Professional Online Training.
Jason Finley
Ph. 858-376-1619
jsf@targetsolutions.com
targetsolutions.com

Revenue Program for Local FD’s! Use The Address Shop 
Highly Re�ective and Glow Address product line to raise 
money in your community and FD. Enhance your 
community with better addressing of homes and 
businesses using high quality products!

The Address Shop will provide the tools you need to make 
fundraising successful with no selling. Several program 
options available to 
t your department needs. 

Ph. 877-634-6386 
F. 817-462-5440
Email.  info@theaddressshop.com
theaddressshop.com

SPECIAL DISCOUNT SERVICES MEMBERS

Discount based on the arrangements made 
through a Dignity Memorial Service provider in 
your area. 

Locate a Dignity Memorial provider in your area 
Ph. 1-888-615-2277

SFFMA Bereavement Program, should you su�er the 
loss of a loved one, or when you make funeral 
arrangements in advance.  Dignity Memorial extends:

10% Savings on funeral/cremation products and  
services when you select a Dignity Memorial Provider
10% Savings on cemetery interment rights, products 
and services through Dignity Memorial a�liated 
cemetaries
Bereavement Travel Services, 24-hr Compassion   
Helpline access, and 100% Service Guarantee

List and sell your home through Goldwasser 
Realty, through the “Heroes Helping Heroes 
Program”!

Based on the purchase of a $200,000 home in the 
Austin Market

15% of the sales commission is RETURNED to you!
5% is donated to the Texas Wild
re Relief Fund
$500 is donated to Texas Wild
re Relief Fund for     
any closing with Heros Helping Heros Program

$900 returned to you!
$300 donated to Texas Wild
re Relief Fund
Another $500 is donated by Capital Title to Texas   
Wild
re Relief Fund

Ask about the “Heroes Helping Heroes” Program! 
Ph. 512-470-2277

AMBA o�ers an array of discounts and insurance 
services at low monthly payments.

In addition, AMBA o�ers SFFMA members 
discounts on hotels, vacations, rental car services, 
and many more! 

For more informatIon:
Ph. 1-800-258-7041
myambabene�ts.info/s�ma

Dental/Vision Insurance (VSP)
Long Term Care/ Home Health Care
First Diagnosis Heart Attack & First Diagnosis Cancer 
Plans
Final Expense Whole Life Policy
Medicare Supplement Insurance Plans

When it comes to �nding the best value in Auto 
insurance, turn to a company that knows you and 
the challenges you face, California Casualty.

Call now for a free, no-obligation rate quote.
Ph.1-866-680-5142 
Hours: M-F 8AM-8PM, Sat 10AM-2PM CT
calcas.com/s�ma

Brandon Watson
Field Marketing Manager - Texas
Ph.1-866-477-7423
Email: bwatson@calcas.com

Special Rates for all SFFMA Members
ID Defense- FREE SERVICE
$500 personal property coverage-including 
turn-out gear and other safety equipment
Towing and roadside assistance
Guaranteed rates for 12 months
Convenient payment plans
24/7 emergency claim service

Texas Fire Facilities Fund is dedicated to providing 
the most cost e�ective �nancing and expertise 
your department needs to fund your �re station. 

Financing available for:  Stations & facilities, all 
types of apparatus, land acquisitions, planning & 
design, equipment & bunker gear and re�nance of 
existing debt. 

Government Capital Corporation
Ph. 1-800-883-1199
govcap.com

Expert �nancial planning 
Lower closing costs
Low, �xed, and tax exempt rates
Early payo� options and �exible terms
Bene�ts the SFFMA Swadley Fund

They provide:

A�ac o�ers discount insurance policies that can 
give you piece of mind and cash bene�ts. If you 
have ever been out of work because of an injury, 
you know those are two things that are hard to 
come by. 

Hospital Con�nement Indemnity Insurance
Accident Indemnity Advantage

Reduce the out-of-pocket expenses caused by 
hospitalization, or accidents. A�ac pays cash 
bene�ts directly to you!

David Espinosa
Ph. 512-535-5683
Fax: 1-801-217-7352
espinosaAgency.com

DISCLAIMER: Home/Auto insurance savings based on the state average single driver and on a median priced home in Texas.

Special Discounts Services for Members
More Discounts We Offer

Is your department is interested 
in challenging the written or skills 
exams for full SFFMA Firefighter I or II 
certification? Contact the Certification 
staff in the Austin office for a full 
eligibility roster.

To schedule a written examination, 
contact the Zone Representative 
from your area; and to schedule an 
examination, contact the Certification 
staff in the Austin office.

Written Exam
The exam for Firefighter I consists 
of 150 questions covering material 
from Modules 1-3 of the Certification 
Program. The exam for Firefighter 
II consists of 75 questions covering 
material from Module 4 of the 
Certification Program.

Skills Exam
The exam for Firefighter I consists of 
three (3) skills chosen from Modules 
1-3 of the Certification Program (1 
skill required from SCBA). The exam 
for Firefighter II consists of three (3) 
skills chosen from Module 4 of the 
Certification Program.

The Austin certification staff issues a full 
Firefighter I or II certificate along with 
a rocker patch when both portions are 
completed. 

2012 Progress Reports
Training summaries are due by January 
31st of 2013, allowing at least a month 
after your department’s last training 
session to complete the submission 
forms.  The 2012 report is the first 
based on the updated breakdown of 
objectives.  New for this year, we can 
accept faxed Progress Report signature 
pages.  

Kevin Creamer
Certification Administrator
kcreamer@sffma.org

CERTIFICATION testing

11October 2012



For details, go to www.dshs.
state.tx.us/emstraumasystems. 
Deadline for early 
registration is 
October 26.

Texas EMS Conference   November 11-14, 2012 

Austin Convention Center

Exhibit Hall Hours
 Sunday 2 to 7pm
 Monday 11am to 6pm
 Tuesday 8 to 11:30am

Education
 One-hour lectures 
 Two-hour, hands-on workshops
 In-depth preconference classes

The full package includes
 Up to 15 hours CE credit
 Exhibit Hall pass
 Conference logo tote bag
 Coffee and snack breaks each day
 Buffet lunch on Monday
 Awards Luncheon on Tuesday

See you in 
Austin! Register early 

and save

E M S
Special conference rates available at several downtown hotels.

New!
Exhibit Hall Passes

-Included with conference registration
-Included with preconference registration
-Pass only: $6 before 10/26, $10 at the door

 

A Network of Emergency Service Providers United
to Save You Money!

- AMBULANCES
- BILLING & COLLECTION SERVICES
- CONTINUING EDUCATION
- DASHBOARD/ ANALYSIS/ ALERTING SOFTWARE
- DEFIBRILATORS/ AEDS & ALS MONITORS
- ELECTRONIC PATIENT CARE REPORTING
- EMS LEGAL SERVICES & SEMINARS
- FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES
- FLEET FUEL CARDS
- MEDICAL SUPPLIES & EQUIPMENT
- MOBILE GATEWAY
- PATIENT SAFETY STRAPS
- PATIENT & CUSTOMER SATISFACTION SURVEYS
- PROMOTIONAL CLOTHING & ITEMS

The NCEMSC assists members in providing cost-effective, quality service by negotiating 
discounted contracts for the following equipment and supplies. 

North Central EMS Cooperative
888.603.4426

office@ncemsc.org
www.ncemsc.org

The NCEMSC is affiliated with the SFFMA......therefore, if you are a member of SFFMA, you are part of the NCEMSC! 
SFFMA elects to pay your annual NCEMSC membership dues ($75 value)!

INQUIRE TODAY!INQUIRE TODAY!



                 SFFMA Member Benefits 
                        Website Upgrade!

The new upgrades include online enrollment for dental and vision plans, 
detailed benefits, discounts, an education center, and much more!  

     Visit your NEW member 
            benefits website today! 

     www.myAMBAbenefits.info/sffma

800-SLEEPLQ  |  LQ.com
(753-3757)

wake up on the bright side®

  
•  FREE Bright Side 

Breakfast®

•  FREE high-speed 
Internet

• Comfy Pillowtop Beds

• Swimming Pool

• New! Flat-panel TVs  
 with HD programming  
 and easy-access   
 plug-and-play feature  
 that allows you to  
 connect your media

OVER 
800

LOCATIONS

YOUR TRAVEL DOLLARS GO FURTHER
AT LA QUINTA INNS & SUITES® WITH:

Special Discount for Fire Fighters at La Quinta Hotels Nationwide!
Discount can be used for business or personal travel.
Call 1-866-468-3946 and request the “ State Firemen’s & Fire Marshals’ 
Association Rate”. Book online at LQ.com, Booking Code:  SFFMA10
Contact:  Sandy Clinton, Global Sales Director  512-983-9945

LA QUINTA is registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. © 2012 LQ Management, L.L.C.
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2012 sffma sustaiNiNg memBers

A
aCs Firehouse solutions 
ROGERS, MIKE 
10051 Barton Cir 
Frisco, TX 75035-6667 
Phone: (888) 941-3473
Email: mike.rogers@acs-inc.com 

advanced rescue systems 
WILLIAMS, BRYAN 
3459 FM 36 S 
Caddo Mills, TX 75135-6773 
Phone: (903) 527-3841
Email: advancedrescue@hotmail.com

aG-meier, inc. 
RAY, A. C. 
1000 East 6th Avenue  
Belton, TX 76513-2712 
Phone: (800) 446-7319 ext. 3
Email: fireami@vvm.com

akron Brass Co. 
RUDY, ZACH
PO Box 86 
Wooster, OH 44691-0086 
Phone: (800) 228-1161
Email: zrudy@akronbrass.com

applied Force Technologies 
WATKINS, BOB 
2409 Colleen Dr 
Pearland, TX 77581-5403 
Phone: (281) 485-8260
Email: bob@appliedforcetech.com

Barefoot 
TORCHIA, TERESA 
PO Box 1277 
Stephenville, TX 76401 
Phone: (254) 918-0511
Email: teresa@barefootathletics.com 

Brotherhood instructors, llC
Kevin LeGacy
976 McLean Ave Ste 425
Yonkers, NY 10704
Phone: (845) 239-1028
Email: Brotherhoodinstructors@gmail.com

BWa - Boynton-Williams & associates 
RISSER, STEVE 
4455 Lyndon B Johnson Fwy Ste 820 
Dallas, TX  75244-5917 
Phone: (972) 661-5461
Email: srisser@bwaarchitects.com

California Casualty 
ALMEIDA, LISA 
21143 Hawthorne Blvd 
Torrance, CA 90503-4615 
Phone: (866) 680-5143
Email: bwatson@calcas.com 

Casco industries 
MURRAY, RAYMOND 
607 W 62nd St 
Shreveport, LA 71106-2913 
Phone: (800) 551-8787
Email: raymond@cascoindustries.com 

Consolidated Traffic Controls, inc. 
AYERS, DAVID 
PO Box 151837 
Arlington, TX 76015-7837 
Phone: (817) 265-3421
Email: fdayers@aol.com 

Danielle Dawn smalley Foundation 
HODGES, BOB 
999 W US Highway 175 
Crandall, TX 75114-2003 
Phone: (972) 472-6500
Email: bobhodges@smalleyfnd.org 

Deep south Fire Trucks, inc. 
TAYLOR, RONNIE 
PO Box 293 
Seminary, MS 39479-0293 
Phone: (601) 722-4166
Email: dsfiretrucks@bellsouth.net

Del mar College- regional Fire 
academy 
THIEME, WALTER 
101 Baldwin Blvd 
Corpus Christi, TX 78404-3805 
Phone: (361) 698-1724

Department of inner City emergency 
response 
MORTON, ELIZABETH 
PO Box 8408 
Houston, TX 77288-8408 
Phone: (832) 352-6192
Email: emorton@in-cert.com

elkhart Brass mfg. Co., inc. 
VANCE, ALISON 
1302 W Beardsley Ave 
Elkhart, IN 46514-1891 
Phone: (800) 346-0250
Email: avance@elkhartbrass.com 

emergency mgmt Training & svcs 
HOGAN, DOUG 
16238 Ranch Road 620 N Ste F185 
Austin, TX 78717-5212 
Phone: (512) 350-6306
Email: dhogan@emtsacademy.com

emergency response solutions - 
Texas 
RIGGINS, REID 
6700 Woodlands Pkwy 
Ste 230-204 
The Woodlands, TX 77382-2575 
Phone: (281) 796-7556
Email: reidriggins@erstexas.net

emergency services insurance 
Program - esiP
CHAPPLE, HEATHER 
PO Box 5670 
Cortland, NY 13045-5670 
Phone: (800) 822-3747 Ext 510
Email: hchapple@mcneilandcompany.com

extraco insurance 
RICE, JUDY 
18 S Main Street Fl 7 
Temple, TX 76501-7652 
Phone: (254) 774-5905
Email: jrice@extracobanks.com 

Fechheimer Brothers Co. 
RINN, STEPHANIE 
4545 Malsbary Rd 
Cincinnati, OH 45242-5624 
Phone: (682) 225-7298
Email: srinn@fechheimer.com

Ferrara Fire apparatus, inc. 
HURST, ROBIN 
PO Box 249 
Holden, LA 70744-0249 
Phone: (225) 567-7100
Email: info@ferrarafire.com 

Fire & safety specialists, inc. 
GORE, JEFF 
540 Graham Rd 
College Station, TX 77845-9661 
Phone: (979) 690-7560
Email: brazosfire378@aol.com

Fire in Texas 
GOTHARD, RONNIE 
PO Box 3063 
Kilgore, TX 75663-3063 
Phone: (903) 845-3473
Email: dedee@fireintexas.com

Firehouse Trophies and Gifts 
MORGANS, KAY 
12525 Skyline Dr 
Jenks, OK 74037-4917 
Phone: (918) 528-6119
Email: morgansk@cox.net

Fisher sportswear 
FISHER, BARRY 
6672 Lincoln Dr 
Philadelphia, PA 19119-3118 
Phone: (215) 755-8565
Email: barry@fishersportswear.com 

Global Traffic Technologies 
WAID, CHANCE 
7800 3rd St N Ste 100 
Saint Paul, MN 55128-5452 
Phone: (214) 548-2497
Email: chance.waid@gtt.com

Goldwasser real estate
SHEARER, SUE 
5929 Balcones Dr
Austin, TX 78731-4296 
Phone: (512) 736-1017
Email: 
Sshearer@goldwasserrealestate.com

hall-mark Fire apparatus Texas llC 
HOLMES, MARIA 
601 Martin Duke Rd
Van Alstyne, TX 75495 
Phone: (713) 962-9708
Email: mholmes@hall-markfire.com

america’s Command Training
COLURCIELLO, JOSEPH
194 Mineral Springs Rd
Lockhart, TX 78644 
Phone: (512) 801-2666

american signal Corporation
RIESELBACH, ROB
8600 W Bradley Rd
Milwaukee, WI 53224-2816
Phone: (800) 243-2911
Email: rrieselbach@americansignal.com 

B

C

Below is an aphabetical listing of current SFFMA Sustatining Members. Sustaining 
Membership is available to any company interested in exhibiting at the SFFMA Annual 
Conference. Please keep these companies in mind when purchasing new apparatus, 
equipment and services. 

D

Dooley Tackaberry
SNEAD, ANDREW
1515 W 13th St 
Deer Park, TX 77536-2535
Phone: (281) 479-9700
Email: andrews@dtihome.com

E

air Cleaning Technologies, inc. 
DUNCAN, DAVE 
1300 W Detroit 
Broken Arrow, OK 74012-3625 
Phone: (918) 251-8000
Email: info@aircleaningtech.com

e.D. Bullard
BARNETT, STEVE
1814 Bayou Breeze Dr
Baytown, TX 77523-8448
Phone: (713) 384-3028
Email: steve_barnett@bullard.com

F

Fire supply inc.. 
MCKITTRICK, RICH 
PO Box 89 
Godley, TX 76044-0089
Phone: (817) 389-2377
Email: rich@firesupplyinc.com

Fuego international, llC 
HIDROGO, JOE 
8101 Cameron Rd Ste 101 
Austin, TX 78754-3816 
Phone: (512) 490-1480
Email: joeh@fuegostore.com 

G
Garner environmental services 
RHOADS, MIKE
1717 W 13th St 
Deer Park, TX 77536-2531 
Phone: (281) 930-1200
Email: mrhoads@garner-es.com

Gulf state safety, llC
(Fire Fighter Tool supply, inc.)
DAVIS, RAYE JEAN 
20119 Stuebner Airline Rd #4
Spring, TX 77379-5426 
Phone: (281) 631-0588
Email: rj@firefightertool.com

H

always There for Texas
BOWLING, VIRGIL
PO Box 5555
Bryan, TX 77805-5555
Phone: (903) 227-1064
Email: virgilbowling@aggienetwork.com

ham’s Trucks Plus, inc. 
HAMILTON, DIANA 
27207 State Highway 249 
Tomball, TX 77375-6510 
Phone: (281) 255-3090
Email: hamstrucksplus@sbcglobal.net

hma Fire 
CARROLL, BILL 
1212 Fourier Dr 
Madison, WI 53717-1961 
Phone: (608) 229-2759
Email: billc@hmafire.com

hoyt Breathing air Products 
HOYT, PETE 
PO Box 653 
Quinlan TX 75474-0011 
Phone: (903) 447-3385
Email: lhoyt4033@aol.com
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Kilgore College Fire academy 
EARLY, MIKE 
1100 Broadway Blvd 
Kilgore, TX 75662-3204 
Phone: (903) 983-8662
Email: lparrott@kilgore.edu

industrial safety Training Council 
PHILP, JIM 
324 N Memorial Fwy 
Nederland, TX 77627-7150 
Phone: (409) 833-2378
Email: jim@istc.net

insurance services office, inc. 
BRADLEY, PHILLIP 
4030 W Braker Ln Ste 350 
Austin, TX 78759-5353 
Phone: (512) 440-9914
Email: pbradley@iso.com

intermedix 
COGGINS, ERIN 
6451 N Federal Hwy Ste 1000 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308-1424 
Phone: (954) 308-8700
Email: erin.coggins@intermedix.com

Jacobs-Weber, inc. 
HULL, PATRICK 
PO Box 67 
Yoakum, TX 77995-0067 
Phone: (361) 293-3557
Email: phull@jacobs-weber.com

Jones and Bartlett learning 
ROONEY, BRIAN
5 Wall St Fl 3 
Burlington, MA 01803-4700 
Phone: (978) 579-8154
Email: brooney@jblearning.com
 

Kimco services, inc. 
KIMMEL, ROY 
103 Oyster Creek Dr # 3 
Lake Jackson, TX 77566-4157 
Phone: (979) 297-9246
Email: kimco@kimco-services.net

Knox Company 
HELLER, REBBECA 
1601 W Deer Valley Rd 
Phoenix, AZ 85027-2112 
Phone: (623) 687-2300 x 505
Email: cjones@knoxbox.com

laQuinta hotel management 
CLINTON, SANDY 
70 Mission Dr
New Braunfels, TX 78130-6659 
Phone: (512) 983-9945
Email: sandy.clinton@laquinta.com 

lion 
HORN, JENNIFER 
7200 Poe Ave Ste 400 
Dayton, OH 45414-2547 
Phone: (972) 223-5570
Email: cparkinson@lionprotects.com 

lone star emergency vehicles 
STRONG, CORBIN
PO Box 917
Midlothian, TX 76065-0917 
Phone: (888) 791-7827
Email: corbin.strong@lonestarev.com

mes - municipal emergency 
services 
ALLEN, BRENT 
15865 International Plaza Dr Ste 240 
Houston, TX 77032-2595 
Phone: (281) 442-9190
Email: ballen@mesfire.com

metro Fire apparatus 
specialists, inc. 
MINTON, JIM 
10940 W Sam Houston Pkwy N 
Ste 325 
Houston, TX 77064-5769 
Phone: (281) 517-0911
Email: jminton@mfas.com 

morton Buildings, inc. 
MARCOTTE, SEAN 
8840 FM 2920 Rd 
Spring, TX 77379-2201 
Phone: (281) 374-0490
Email: 
sean.marcotte@mortonbuildings.com
 
muscular Dystrophy association 
BAKER, ED 
12655 North Central Expressway
Ste 235 
Dallas, TX 75243-1707 
Phone: (972) 669-3892
Email: ebaker@mdausa.org 

independent insurance agents 
of Texas 
VANDELINDER, DAVID 
1115  San Jacinto Ste 100 
Austin, TX 78701-1994 
Phone: (800) 880-7428
Email: dvand@iiat.org

micro-Blaze® microbial Products
(verde environmental, inc.)
FELLERS, WAYNE
9223 Eastex Fwy
Houston, TX 77093-7001
Phone: (713) 691-6468
Email: wafellers@micro-blaze.com

K-Con, inc.
REITMEIER, SKIP 
PO Box 70904 
North Charleston, SC 29415-0904 
Phone: (843) 745-0434
Email: skipr@kconinc.com

national Fire safety Council 
COOK, LINDA 
PO Box 378 
Michigan Center, MI 49254-0378 
Phone: (800) 255-1082

Plas-mac, inc.
WILHELM, ROGER 
3696 US Highway 83
Wellington, TX 79095-4817 
Phone: (800) 687-0128

Powell & leon llP  
CLARK, ANDREW 
1706 W 6th St 
Austin, TX 78703-4703 
Phone: (512) 494-1177

Provident insurance
D'IPPOLITO, DAREN 
272 Alpha Dr 
Pittsburgh, PA 15238-2934 
Phone: (800) 447-0360
Email: ddippolito@providentbenefits.com 

safety and Fire education Training 
TITTEL, DEACON 
400 Riverside St 
Highlands, TX 77562-2509 
Phone: (281) 932-0891
Email: safet4u@gmail.com

sharp Testing services, inc. 
SHARP, STEPHEN 
9506 Miller Rd 
Magnolia, TX 77354-3434 
Phone: (281) 356-1235
Email: ssharp@sharptesting.com
 
shell Pipeline Company lP 
BARKER, PHILLIP 
PO Box 1358 
Pasadena, TX 77501-1358 
Phone: (713) 423-3382
Email: phillip.barker@shell.com

siddons-martin emergency 
Group  
GIVLER, KIRK 
14233 Interdrive W 
Houston, TX 77032-3323 
Phone: (800) 784-6806
Email: kgivler@siddons-martin.com

neel Fire Protection apparatus
LEDNICKY, CLAY 
1118 Interstate 35 N 
Waco, TX 76705-2834 
Phone: (800) 433-3402
Email: neel@texnet.net

I
iamresponding.com
GLAZIER, MICHAEL 
PO Box 93 
Syracuse, NY 13214-0093 
Phone: (315) 701 - 1372 ext. 14
Email: mglazier@emergencysmc.com

J

John Wright associates, inc. 
WRIGHT, JOHN 
1111 W Abram St
Arlington, TX 76013-7324 
Phone: (817) 459-2001

K

Knapheide Truck Company
PIKE, TIM
398 N Interstate 35 Service Rd
Red Oak, TX 75154-4248
Phone: (972) 617-3770
Email: tpike@knapheide.com 

L

M
marathon Fitness 
COOPER, CLINT
13823 N Promenade Blvd
Stafford, TX 77477-3992 
Phone: (281) 565-2307
Email: clint@marathonfitness.com 

masimo 
RAY, DAVID
105 Osiana Dr 
San Antonio, TX 78248-2808 
Phone: (210) 380-9534
Email: dray@masimo.com

medic-Ce.com
EZZEDDINE, RICHARD
PO Box 540141
Houston, TX 77254-0141 
Phone: (877) 458-9498
Email:mcesales@medic-ce.com

N

O
occucare occupational & mobile
medicine
FOISIE, DANNY 
5151 Katy Fwy Ste 170 
Houston, TX 77007-2261
Phone: (713) 802-2261

P

S

simplex Grinnell
RODRIGUEZ, FRANK
8323 N. Eldridge Pkwy Ste 120
Houston, TX 77041-1300
Phone: (281) 671-3256
Email: 
frrodriguez@simplexgrinnell.com 

spartan Chassis, inc. 
HUSSEY, ANDREA
1541 Reynolds Rd
Charlotte, MI 48813-2040
Phone: (517) 543-6400
Email: 
Andrea.Hussey@spartanmotors.com

specialized Billing & Collection 
systems of Texas
GLOVER, BRUCE
14340 Torrey Case Blvd Ste 300
Houston, TX 77014-1033
Phone: (281) 397-0397
Email: bruce@specializedbilling.net

stark industries
STARK, JESS
6511 Mapleridge St.
Houston, TX 77081
Phone: (713) 592-0377
Email: jstark@starkindustries.com

state association of Fire & 
emergency Districts
AVERY, CLIFF
PO Box 676
Pflugerville, TX 78691-0676
Phone: (512) 251-8101
Email: safed@texas.net

steele Fire apparatus 
STEELE, BILL 
806 N 1st St E 
Haskell, TX 79521-6238 
Phone: (800) 687-7639
Email: bill@sfabrushfiretrucks.com 

2012 sffma sustaiNiNg memBers coNtiNued
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Wildfire Truck & equipment 
sales 
EVANS, DAVID 
5313 Big Six St 
Alvarado, TX 76009-5181 
Phone: (888) 452-2701
Email: patty@wildfiretruck.com

Wilson Fire rescue 
WILSON, KIRBY 
218 Deborah Dr Ste 2 
New Braunfels, TX 78130-3053 
Phone: (830) 625-2343
Email: kirbyjr@wilsonfirerescue.com

vFis of Texas /regnier & associates  
MARZEAN, BARBARA 
3420 Executive Center Dr Ste 301 
Austin, TX 78731-1626 
Phone: (512) 448-9928
Email: bmarzean@vfistx..com

Westex Welding Co./
Westex Custom Fire apparatus 
MATUS, JIMMY 
210 Cottonwood Rd 
West, TX 76691-1801 
Phone: (254) 826-5343
Email: info@westexfire.com

S

Target solutions
RIGBY,WILL 
10906 Cactus Ln 
Dallas, TX 75238-3717 
Phone: (214) 390-5954
Email: will@targetsafety.com

TeCGen 
BIGGERSTAFF, LAURA 
3441 Pelham Rd 
Greenville, SC 29615-4183 
Phone: (864) 918-5021
Email: laurabiggerstaff@tecgenfr.com

Texas Farm Bureau Casualty 
insurance Company  
7420 Fish Pond Rd 
Waco, TX 76710-1010 
Phone: (800) 772-6535

Tml intergovernmental risk Pool  
EPPERSON, SCOTT 
PO Box 149194 
Austin, TX 78714-9194 
Phone: (512) 491-2300
Email: sepperson@tmlirp.org

Texas rope rescue 
GREEN, JOHN 
PO Box 206 
Nordheim, TX 78141-0206 
Phone: (855) 820-3058
Email: info@texasroperescue.com

The original-The home saver system  
CLAFFEY, PAUL 
200 S Oakridge Dr Ste 101PM # 601 
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087-1794 
Phone: (817) 694-8800

Task Force Tips 
TAYLOR, SHERRY 
3701 Innovation Way 
Valparaiso, IN 46383-8395 
Phone: (219) 462-6161
Email: sherry.taylor@tft.com

TrainingDivision.com 
MOFFITT, JULIA 
10300 FM 1902 
Crowley, TX 76036-5606 
Phone: (817) 297-4450
Email: julia@trainingdivision.com 

Texas Fire Facilities Fund
(Government Capital Corp.)
reese, sheila
345 Miron Dr
Southlake, TX 76092-7826
Phone: (800) 883-1199
Email: sheila@govcap.com

t

Texas Pyrotechnics association
JOHNSON, JAN
1101 114th St
Lubbock, TX 79423-7237
Phone: (806) 786-0784

The Carlton law Firm, PllC 
CARLTON, JOHN 
2705 Bee Cave Rd 
Austin, TX 78146 
Phone: (512) 614-0901

The Gary Tilton Firefighter Training 
Fund
TILTON, JOANN
PO Box 241
Katy, TX 77492-0241
Phone: (281) 391-2787

Tyler Junior College 
EASTMAN, JERRY 
PO Box 9020
Tyler, TX 75711-9020
Phone: (903) 510-3205
Email: jeas@tjc.edu 

V

W
Wapco Distribution
BYRON, DAN
109 Crescent Blf
Lakeway, TX 78734
Phone: (512) 585-5796
Email: dan@wapcodistribution.com

Waterway north Texas
ASKEW, BRYANT
308 Westgate Dr 
Aledo, TX 76008-4440
Phone: (817) 727-3260
Email: baskew@waterwayinc.com 

Weatherford College -
Fire science Technology
MALLEY, STEPHEN
225 College Park Dr
Weatherford, TX 76086-6265
Phone: (817) 598-6429

Williams Pyro, inc.  
SHACKELFORD, CARTER 
200 Greenleaf St 
Fort Worth, TX 76107-1471 
Phone: (817) 870-8044
Email: 
carter.shackelford@williams-pyro.com 

Sustaning Membership
Dues are $170 per year. 
(January - December)
For more information, about 
Sustaining Membership, its 
benefits, and advertising 
please contact Gabi Glass 
at gglass@sffma.org. 

sutphen 
SHUMAKER, DEAN 
4090 Peabody Ct 
Addison, TX 75001-3503 
Phone: (800) 848-5860
Email: deanshumaker@sbcglobal.net

The address shop from 
CG Platinum
REEDER, JIM 
21175 State Highway 249 #412 
Houston, TX 77070-1655 
Phone: (877) 634-6386
Email: jim@theaddressshop.com

Many thanks to our 2012 ConferenCe sponsorss

Providing Protection for those Who Protect Us

since 1950

Vic Einspahr

1st Texas Fire Protection, Advanced Rescue Systems, AMBA, Boynton - Williams & Associates, Brazos County Pct 4 Fire Department, 
Brian Janes Trucking, David Wade, Deep South Fire Trucks, Deer Park VFD, Ferrara Fire Apparatus, Fire in Texas, Firehouse Software, 
Galveston County Firefighters Association, Harvie Cheshire for 4th Vice President, Henry Perry for 4th Vice President, Hoyt Breathing 
Air Products, In Memory of Bob Collins, Industrial Safety Training Council, Intermedix, Latium Wesley Greenvine VFD, Leander 
VFD, Mike Hopkins Distributing Company, Oasis Fire Protection, Inc., Pepsico Beverage Company, Proline Materials, Inc., Provident 
Insurance, Richard Van Winkle for 4th Vice President, Rocky Creek VFD, Rusty Kattner, Safety and Fire Education Training, Sharp 
Testing Services, Siddons - Martin Emergency Group, TECGEN, Urban Fire Protection, VFIS of Texas, Western States Fire Protection. 

S
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Brian Akahoshi delivered the eulogy in the 
service.

A Texas Celebration of Life Service for C.H. 
Boring, Jr. was held June 2, 2012 at the First 
Assembly of God Church in Rosenberg.  
The service was officiated by his son, 
Wayne Boring, with messages from Pastor 
Andrew Large of Waikiki Baptist Church, 
Pastor Juan Acosta of Austin, Texas, Pastor 
Deborah Prihoda of First Assembly of God 
Church of Rosenberg, and Dr. Keith Thomas 
of Cornerstone Baptist Church in The 
Woodlands.  Honor Guard members were 
George Velasquez, Sr., Joe Hollingsworth, 
Charles Lindemann, Rick Todish, Rusell 
Todish, Allen Scopel, Pastor Deborah 
Prihoda, Gerald Matheaus, Floyd Engle, 
Kenneth Bezecny, Carl Tullos, Roy Mercer  
and Greg Mensik.  Honorary Honor Guard 
was all former & current firefighters, law 
enforcement & EMS.  He was escorted to 
the cemetery by a motorcade of the Patriot 
Guard.

June 8, 2012 C.H. was honored at the 
Memorial Service at the SFFMA State 
Convention in Houston.  He always loved 
to look at the signatures of all the Past 
Presidents and it was difficult for his family 
seeing the gold star next to his signature this 
year signifying that he now resides in heaven.  

On August 22, 2012, C.H. left Honolulu, 
Hawaii for the last time aboard the U.S. Navy 
Guided Missile Destroyer, USS Chafee DDG90, 
for a burial at sea with full military honors.  
During his service in the U.S. Navy, C.H. was 
proud to serve on a Destroyer Escort.  It is 
fitting that his last voyage on a Navy ship he 
was the one being escorted.

The family of C.H. Boring, Jr. would like to 
thank the entire State Firemen’s and Fire 
Marshals’ Association of Texas and especially 
the Rosenberg Fire Department for all of the 
prayers, love and support you have given us 
as we adjust to life without this precious man.  
You will forever be part of the Boring Family 
and we love and appreciate each of you and 
pray God’s blessings for you.

1956.  He served on the Board for a total of 
five years, serving as President in 1961. 

In 1975, he married the love of his life, Anne 
Boring and became father to Mike, John, 
Katheryn, and Liz.  Retiring after 44 years in 
the Fire Department, he and Anne moved 
to Walden on Lake Conroe.  They lived in 
Montgomery and spent many happy hours 
fishing and enjoying the lake and each other.

In 1998, C.H. and Anne “retired” from 
retirement to their beloved Honolulu, Hawaii, 
where they spent the last 14 years. As a 
member of Waikiki Baptist Church, he served 
on the council and as a Greeter.  He was an 
inspiration and a friend to all.

He loved being Rosenberg’s first Fire Chief 
Emeritus and being one of the “Grand Old 
Men” as a Past President of the SFFMA of 
Texas. He enjoyed sitting on the lanai, 23 
floors above the Honolulu Fire Department 
at Waikiki, watching the trucks answer calls.  
He dearly loved his precious wife, family, 
Firefighter family, friends and Navy buddies.  
Most of all he loved the Lord and is rejoicing 
now in the presence of his Saviour.  

On December 16, 2011 C.H. left his earthly 
body in Honolulu, Hawaii to make his joyful 
entrance into Heaven to spend eternity with 
his Heavenly Father and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

January 24, 2012 a Celebration of Life 
Service was held at Waikiki Baptist Church 
in Honolulu, Hawaii, officiated by Pastor 
Andrew Large.  Special music was peformed 
by Roy Akau, Tim Byam while Marilyn Miller 
and Suzanne Large danced special hulas.  
Pastor Stephen Ventura offered prayer and 

Clement Howard Boring, Jr. was born to C.H. 
Boring, Sr. and Aurelia Grace Tinsley Boring 
on February 3, 1919 in Rosenberg, Texas. He 
graduated from Rosenberg High School and 
attended Baylor University and Draughn’s 
Business College.  He operated Boring’s 
Variety Store until his retirement in 1981.

He married and had five children, Nita, 
Reggie, Wayne, Diane, and Howie.  Proudly 
he served in the United States Navy in World 
War II and saw combat in the Pacific on the 
Destroyer Escort USS Daniel T. Griffin, DE334 
and APD38.  As with all of “The Greatest 
Generation”, service to his country forever 
changed his life.

He became the youngest fireman in the 
Rosenberg Volunteer Fire Department in 
1937 and worked up the ranks to become 
Fire Chief for over 25 years.  He was proud to 
be a member of the Rosenberg Pumper Team 
from 1937 to 1981, which won the State 
Championship ten different years, second 
place at State twelve years and third place at 
the Championship 8 times - 
a record which is still unbroken.  The team 
also won six State Fair Championships and 
the Seattle World’s Fair Championship in 
1962.  While Chief of the Rosenberg Fire 
Department, he lived by the creed that he 
would never send his men into a situation he 
would not go into himself.  He was ALWAYS 
proud that he never lost a man “on his watch.”

He was proud to be elected by the firemen 
of Texas as 4th Vice President of the State 
Firemen’s and Fire Marshals’ Association in 

c.h. BoriNg - “a legacy of leadershiP aNd love”   
By heather BoriNg hartt

C.H. Boring - 1960

C.H. Boring’s family was honored at the 
2012 SFFMA Conference in Houston

C.H. Boring - 2011
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Hello All,

I want to thank all of 
the SFFMA Districts, 
Associations, Staff, 
Executive Board, and my 
Fire Department for making 
my year as President such 
a memorable experience. To 
top it all off being presented 
with the unbelievable 

amount recognition plaques and gifts from each of 
you.  All I can say is thank you again, and that I will 
always cherish the time I have spent serving you in 
every capacity that I have, and that I will continue to 
serve you during the many years to come.

rex W. Klesel
SFFMA Immediate Past President

I would like to thank the 
membership of the SFFMA 
for electing me your 4th Vice 
President.  I had a wonderful 
time traveling around to the 
districts, meeting each and 
every one of you. I cannot 
thank Richard and Harvie 
enough. this was one the 
cleanest campaigns I have 

ever witnessed.  My family and I had a great time 
traveling the state with both of these fine families.

I will continue to provide myself to the organization 
to assist in any manner possible. I hope to be one 
of the best presidents this association has ever 
had, and I have a lot of work to get there.
I just want to say thank you to the membership for 
having the faith in me to provide the leadership
for which you have elected me.

Henry Perry
SFFMA - 4th Vice President

I would like to thank 
everyone for electing me 
as SFFMA State Mascot. 
I appreciate your 
confidence in me.  I am 
looking forward to serving 
SFFMA and raising lots of 
money for MDA.  I plan on 
attending as many District 
and State meetings as 

possible, so have your change ready for MDA.

Thanks again,
Blake locknane
State Mascot 2012-2013 

SFFMA Members: Join the NVFC for Just $15

The National Volunteer Fire Council (NVFC) has partnered with the 
State Firemen’s and Fire Marshals’ Association of Texas (SFFMA) to offer 
huge savings to Texas’ first responders. Members of SFFMA can join 
the NVFC for the extra low rate of just $15 per year! That’s half 
off the normal cost of Individual Membership.

As a member of the NVFC, you will enjoy a variety of exciting benefits you can use all year long. 

         • Stay Informed with the Dispatch newsletter and E-updates.

            • Protect your Loved Ones
 o Receive a $10,000 Accidental Death and Dismemberment policy through 
    Provident Agency.
 o Keep your finances in order with eligibility to join the FASNY Federal Credit Union.
 o Access the Member Assistance Program through Treatment Solutions, which   
   provides a toll-free, confidential hotline for immediate assistance with issues such   
   as addiction, stress, and more.
 o Individual Members in eligible states can get auto and home insurance through  
    California Casualty.

         • Expand your Knowledge
 o Take NVFC training on topics such as grant-writing, recruitment and  retention, 
     and health and safety.
 o Achieve your educational goals with discounted admission and waived   
    application free from Columbia Southern University, which offers online fire science  
    degrees. Competitive scholarship opportunities are also open to NVFC members.
 o Receive complimentary copies of NVFC resources and manuals.

            • Access Resources 
 o Find tools and sample documents to help you with grant-writing, recruitment and  
     retention, and more on the members-only section of the NVFC web site.
 o Junior members can earn incentive rewards for hours of volunteer service.

            • Support the Voice of the Volunteer
 o Display your personalized membership card and car decal with pride.
 o Utilize NVFC programs including the Heart-Healthy Firefighter Program, Fire Corps,  
     and National Junior Firefighter Program.

         • Enjoy Fantastic Discounts through partners including:
 o Various products from MSA through Volunteer Incentive Pricing, plus low-interest  
    financing available through FASNY Federal Credit Union
 o Background checks from IntelliCorp to screen fire department applicants
 o Registration to tradeshows through Firehouse Events
 o Entertainment, tickets, travel, and shopping though Working Advantage
 
By joining the NVFC, you receive all of these great benefits while furthering the work of 
the NVFC. Your support enables the NVFC to continue providing the advocacy, resources, 
information, and tools vital to the fire and emergency services. 

Join the NVFC as part of your SFFMA membership renewal process to take advantage of this 
huge discount. Departments can consider getting an NVFC membership for all of their members 
to provide extra benefits and incentives as part of their recruitment and retention efforts. 

Contact SFFMA with any questions about how to join through this special offer. Learn more 
about the NVFC at www.nvfc.org or call 1-888-ASK-NVFC (275-6832).

PartNershiP With Nvfc



VOTE HARVIE CHESHIRE
t h  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t

“I am ready to serve and work for YOU as 
your next SFFMA 4th Vice President.“

4

35 Years as a Volunteer Career Fire Fighter
33 years as a Paid Career Fire Fighter

Graduate with AAS Degree from Navarro College – Corsicana, TX. in Fire Safety Administration and Criminal Justice

Current Deputy Chief and Fire Marshal for Madisonville, TX. Volunteer Fire Department
Current Madison County Fire Marshal (Volunteer) 
Current Annual Schools Training Manager for the Texas A&M Engineering Extension Service

 

in the Woodlands

Harvie Cheshire
@Harvie4VP
harviecheshire@yahoo.com

Follow me on:

@

A Must-Attend Conference Training Event for 
Emergency Response Professionals Working 

at an Industrial Facility or Municipality

EH&S. HAZMAT. FIRE. SECURITY. RESCUE. SAFETY. 
IT’S ALL COVERED.  

To view the conference program, exhibitor list 
and to register, visit www.ifssevent.com

November 13-15, 2012
Training Workshops

November 14-15, 2012
Conference & Exhibition

Ernest N. Morial Convention Center

NEW ORLEANS, LA

Register online with VIP code SFFMA to receive 
$50 off your full conference registration fee

Sponsoring
Organization:

organized by: 

co-located with:  

22nd Annual

7th Annual
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Volunteer fire departments all over 
the state of Texas have one thing in 
common; recruitment. New Deal Fire/
EMS has a program that could aid 
that problem. Fire Chief Randy Teeter 
implemented a Junior Firefighter 
Program within his department. The 
program began in 2008 and has become 
a great success. 
Chief Teeter, along with appointed 
supervisors Jeff Deslaurier and Amber 
Thomas, set out on a journey with our 
community’s young people, ages 13-17. 
The idea for this program is to get the 
kids involved not only in our community, 
but in fire service.  Hopefully during 
their time in the program, we are able 
to retain some of the kids to move 
forward to volunteer firefighters or EMTs. 
Occasionally, we have a junior firefighter 
who recruits a parent. In this case, the 
department gains a new member and 
the junior firefighter and his or her 
parent can train together.  
This program operates just as the 
department with its own standard 
operating guidelines and procedures. 
Over time the supervisory role has 
changed to Chief Teeter and Firefighter 
Chris Bruce. Since the appointment 
of Chris Bruce, he and Chief Teeter 
have implemented many new ideas 
and changes. The program guidelines 
concentrate on areas such as school 
grades, respect, morals, and citizenship. 
These young people are now gaining a 
real knowledge of fire service as a whole. 
The Junior Firefighter Program has their 
own meetings, during which they decide 
on community projects, charities, and 
schedule their own training. The kids 
also participate in the department’s 
regular business meetings, fundraising 
activities, and most other aspects of our 
department. 

They are now allowed to train in most 
areas alongside the senior firefighters, 
and gain training toward their Level M1 

recruitmeNt, a NeW aPProach
By chris Bruce

Certification. The main areas that they 
are not allowed to participate in are live 
fire and ladders, and this of course will be 
available in future training. 

The members of our program attend 
the Lubbock Area Fire Conference each 
year, with mandatory training classes 
in HAZMAT and CPR/AED. Most of their 
specialized training is conducted by Chris 
Bruce, who holds a Level M2 Firefighter 
Certification and Instructor I Certification. 
Chief Teeter’s program allows these 
young people a chance to be a part 
of live fire scenes. The parents of the 
kids have the opportunity to sign a 
permission slip which enables their son 
or daughter to respond in the truck to 
a scene. So if there is any empty seat it 
can be filled by a Junior Firefighter, but 
they are not allowed to cross the fire line. 
While behind the line, junior firefighters  
put their training to use by changing and 
assisting in filling of air bottles, firefighter 
rehab, retrieving loose equipment, 
pulling and rolling hose, and assisting 
with water supply efforts. 
The department is very proud of these 
kids and the effort and knowledge they 
show. We have been asked many times 
by other departments after a fire call, 
“Who are those kids? They do a great job.” 
Randy and Chris’ reply is “These young 
men and women  are members of our 
Junior Firefighter Program and we are 
training them for the future.” It makes us 
very proud to discuss our program with 
other departments, and we are always 
available to answer questions pertaining 
to the start up and maintenance of this 
type of program.
Throughout the school year we offer an 
internship in conjunction with New Deal 
High School. This internship allows the 
Junior Firefighters who are seniors to 
choose an area of fire service and create 
a project from it. The project is then 
displayed at the High School Awards 
Banquet, during which time we are 
given the opportunity to announce our 

scholarship recipients. The community 
involvement has been a large part of 
our program. Each summer the program 
members, along with Chris Bruce, 
assist with the city-wide cleanup in our 
community. Chris and his kids, as he 
generally refers to them, use a truck and 
trailer and move their way throughout 
the community to assist the elderly and 
shut-ins collecting unwanted items and 
transport them to the drop-off site.  It is 
a very hot and exhausting day, but the 
kids gain a good feeling assisting their 
community. 
In the summer of 2010, Chris and his kids 
assisted a neighbor with cleaning up his 
property, since he was physically unable. 
They worked approximately 9 hrs that 
day, but were rewarded with soft drinks 
and lunch, and had smiles on their faces 
knowing they helped someone in need. 
The area of community involvement is 
something that Chris emphasizes to all 
members of his program.  Always be 
proud of the community you live in; your 
involvement can make it a better place.

The year of 2011 was a very exciting 
time for the program as we inducted 2 
honorary members. The first member 
being Sensei Sekiguchi Takaaki, who 
is a true samurai from Japan. We were 
honored with his visit and interest in 
our program. The Junior Firefighters 
demonstrated different aspects which 
they had learned and also assisted 
Sensei in donning turnout gear along 
with an air pack. This was a memorable 
day for them. The second honorary 
member was a 13-year-old young man 
from our community. This young man 
had a lot of interest in the program, but 
unfortunately had been diagnosed with 
leukemia and was unable to be a full 
member. A fundraiser was held by the 
program to assist with medical expenses.  
These honorary memberships were 
decided upon by Chris and the members 
of the program.
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During the summer of 2012, Chris and the 
Junior Firefighter Program competed in the 
Panhandle Firefighters Association Challenge 
in Amarillo, Texas. We placed 3 teams in the 
hose relay event and placed 4th, and one team 
place 6th in the adult bucket brigade. This 
was a great stepping stone for these young 
people as this was their first competition. 

Chris was extremely proud of his teams and 
the showing that was made. He teaches that 
it is not what place you get, it’s whether you 
put forth your best effort and work as a team. 
We look forward to future competitions.

Since 2008, The New Deal Fire/EMS Junior 
Firefighter Program has promoted 3 
young men to full membership within our 
department. These young men are Ignacio 
Gonzales, Tyler Johnson, and Mark Blanco. 
Johnson is currently enrolled in the Wolfforth 
Fire Academy to become a professional 
firefighter. Mark Blanco successfully passed 
the EMT-B class at the age of 17. The class was 
taught by Chief Teeter EMT-P. Blanco now has 
his state and national certifications, and is 
currently enrolled in the Paramedic Program.

Chris takes pride not only in New Deal Fire/
EMS, but fire service as a whole. He is very 
proud of the Junior Firefighter Program, each 
and every member, Chris’s two daughters are 
active junior firefighters and his wife serves 
as a Paramedic on the department. Chris, 
along with the assistance of other firefighters, 
spends numerous hours in program 
development, classroom instruction, and 
hands on training with the young men and 
women that make up his program. You can 
obtain information or contact Chris about our 
Junior Firefighter Program from our website 
www.newdealfiredept.org.  The young people 
of our community are our future, and we are 
very fortunate to have this program in place.

Members of the Junior Firefighter Program working 
with their new mascot Blaze

BROTHERS
By Roy Adams - Retired Firefighter

on that fateful day,
you pulled your trucks from the bay,

you answered the call, 
you rushed to the scene, 

you were all so brave, 
even if afraid, 

you knew your task well, 
you would not fail.

you arrive at the scene,
you split into teams,

you are ordered upstairs to look for folks there,
you put on your gear and go with no fear,

you were trained for this task,
one you thought would never come to pass, 
after all we are in americe The land of The Free.

you’ll never be forgotten and 
always be america’s Heroes. 

america’s prayers shall always be 
with your families. 

LEST WE FORGET!! 
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Texas FIre FacIlITIes FUnD celeBraTes sIx year annIversary
In 2006, the SFFMA created the Texas Fire Facilities Fund (the “Fund”) which is administered by Government Capital 
Corporation. It was created specifically to address the challenge members were facing when seeking new financing.  
Prior to creating the Fund, many emergency services departments needed new facilities or needed to expand or 
renovate existing structures, but had not been able to do so, due to financing obstacles.  In some cases, members 
had also arranged financing at higher costs as a result of not taking advantage of the specific financing structures 
designed for the unique needs of the fire services industry.  Even today, the traditional financing sources don’t offer 
the flexibility and customized financing solutions many in the industry need.  The SFFMA’s Fund continues to provide 
fire departments with the professional industry-focused expertise and very competitive cost structures they expect.  
The SFFMA and its members also win when they participate in this financing program since the Fund makes a 
donation to the SFFMA Fire Programs Institute/J. C. Swadley, Jr. Fund for each completed transaction.

Since its inception in 2006, the Texas Fire Facilities Fund has assisted many SFFMA members with approximately 
$40 million in real estate and equipment financing transactions.  In addition, the SFFMA and the J.C. Swadley, Jr. 
Fund have received approximately $40,000 in support payments from the Fund.

InTeresT raTes are aT loWesT levels In recenT years
As you may already realize, interest rates are at an all time low. No one knows how long they will remain at these 
levels, but most economists are saying rates will begin to move upward along with inflation as early as 2013.  With 
that in mind, today is a very good time to review all existing financing on facilities, as well as, equipment purchased 
within the past five years.  Many transactions which were financed under commercial terms with rates as high as 5%, 
can now be refinanced at tax-exempt rates.  In some recent cases, the interest rate on the refinanced loan has been 
reduced by 50% as compared with the originally contracted finance rates.

Because of the current favorable market conditions, this is also a good time to review the need for new facilities 
and much needed renovation of existing facilities.  Whether it’s finding a way to affordably finance new stations, or 
refinance existing debt, the Texas Fire Facilities Fund is an SFFMA member benefit you should seriously consider.  
Other program benefits that are also available at no cost to you include:

  Preservation of tax exempt status

  Elimination of personal guarantees

  Budget workshops and affordability consulting

  Use of time-saving documents approved for use state-wide

  References to architects and other professionals utilized on similar projects in your area
 

The SFFMA Fire Facilities Fund was formed by the SFFMA for the specific purpose of helping its members understand 
and navigate the unique requirements and borrowing authorities applicable to the Texas fire service community.  If 
you have not yet contacted the Texas Fire Facilities Fund, today’s interest rate environment may be just the reason 
to do so.

Contributed by the Texas Fire Facilities Fund Team                                

texas fire facilities fuNd forum

 

 

 

 

 



EXCLUSIVE FINANCING 
FOR

SFFMA MEMBERS

call (866) 582-FIre (3473)
www.texasf i re fund.com 

info@texasfirefund.com 

 Financing available for: 
 Land acquisition 
 Planning & Design 
 Stations & Facilities 
 Equipment & Bunker Gear 
 Apparatus of all kinds 
 Refinancing existing debt 

We Have caPITal reaDy To lenD!   

eagle Mountain vFD 

Financing services: 
 Expert financial planning 
 Debt structuring & analysis 
 Fleet Management strategies 
 Combined interim and permanent 
 Low, tax-exempt rates 
 Benefits all SFFMA members 

Travis county esD #11Travis county esD #11
Travis county Fire & rescueTravis county Fire & rescueKenedy county Fire & esD #1Kenedy county Fire & esD #1

Harris esD #25Harris esD #25
Westfield rd. vFDWestfield rd. vFD

The sign of progress
for sFFMa members 
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2012 fire marshal committee uPdate
By edWard Walsh aNd mike moNtgomery, sffma fire marshal committee

reCenT leGislaTion
 According to information published by 
the Texas Commission on Fire Protection 
(TCFP): 
“As of September 1, 2011, anyone performing 
code enforcement must be a TCFP certified 
inspector. This new requirement does not 
include those performing pre-fire planning, 
but does include those performing code 
inspection and enforcement tasks. This is a 
change that will impact all departments and 
fire marshal offices in the state . . .” 

According to the author of HB 3866 (80R) 
statement of intent: 
“Many state agencies and local governments 
. . . require licensed facilities or regulated 
entities to undergo periodic fire safety 
inspections. However, most directives 
do not specify who can perform these 
inspections and to what standard they are 
to be inspected. As a result, many facility 
operators contract with inspectors who have 
no specific training or expertise in the fire 
safety inspection process, and often there is 
no written standard to guide the property 
owner or the inspector. Consequently, the 
agency, the business owner, and the building 
occupants do not get what was intended or 
paid for, and the results can be devastating.” 

As a result of this legislation, firefighters 
that are not TCFP-certified inspectors, 
career and volunteer alike, are no longer 
able to perform periodic fire and life safety 
inspections. This includes those certified 
by SFFMA as Fire Protection Specialists. In 
some parts of the State, this has had the 
effect of limiting all inspections to those 
performed by the State Fire Marshal’s 
Office or other State agency.

aTTorney General oPinion 
on reserve arson/ Fire 
invesTiGaTor
April 20, 2009 the Attorney General’s 
office rendered Opinion Number GA-7079.  
Although the opinion is specific to county 
attorneys; the interpretation holds for 
all reserve officers other than reserves of 
the county sheriff, constables, municipal 
police forces, and navigation district 
volunteer police.  

Since fire marshals are not included in 
this list, the opinion (which has been 

supported by TCLEOSE), is that fire marshal 
offices cannot have reserve ARSON 
investigators (note emphasis on ARSON 
-- non-paid Origin and Cause investigators 
and fire inspectors are OK as long as they 
are not commissioned peace officers.) 

Some county attorneys may be 
interpreting the opinion differently.   The 
Fire Marshal’s Committee recommends 
that you check with your agency’s attorney 
for specific advice and recommendations. 

neW CerTiFiCaTions 
CominG soon
The Fire Marshal’s Committee and the 
Certification board are in the final stages 
of putting together the new Fire Inspector 
I, Fire Inspector II and Plans Examiner 
certifications.  These certifications follow 
requirements of NFPA 1031 “Standard for 
Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector 
and Plan Examiner”, with an effective 
date of January 1, 2013. The intent of the 
change is to align the SFFMA Inspector 
certification requirements with those of 
NFPA and the TCFP. 

To complete this certification the 
candidate will be required to pass a 
written exam and complete appropriate 
skill sheets. 

 The skill sheets will need to be signed off 
by someone with the SFFMA Fire Inspector 

Certification and have SFFMA Instructor I. 

Keep in mind that this information is 
subject to change until finalized.

Editor note: Certification now available                     
effective 07/2012.

almosT Free eDuCaTion
I have been asked several times, “I am 
a volunteer so why should I get an 
accredited certification?”.  
The best reason is to get a significantly 
reduced cost on a college education.  In 
2010 the SFFMA of Texas worked with the 
82nd Legislative Session to get HB 1163 
passed.  This bill states if you are a SFFMA 
Accredited Fire Fighter II and have been an 
active member of an organized volunteer 
fire department in Texas for more than a 
year, you might be able to get a college 
level credit towards an Associates or 
Bachelors of Fire Science degree. Per this 
bill all tuition costs are exempt for “Fire 
Science” courses.  I recommend that you 
read HB 1163 for further information.  The 
student will have to pay fees, books and 
other incidentals that are not considered 
tuition.  

I recommend that you also check with 
the local community college or one of the 
four year colleges that offer fire science 
degrees.

Fires in Texas
In 2011, fire departments reported a total of 102,799 fires, an increase of 26,018 (34%), 
including 23,672 structure fires, an increase of 3,077 (15%); 12,928 vehicle fires, an increase 
of 473 (.04%); and 66,199 outside or other types of fires, an increase of 22,448 (51%) from 
2010. 2011 total structure fires resulted in 681 civilian injuries, 122 civilian deaths, 481 
fire service injuries, 1 fire service death and an estimated $472,027,609 in property loss.

23,672

20,595

19,796

20,819

12,928

12,435

12,341

12,788

66,199

43,751

48,824

59,232

Reporting departments:
2011 - 1,038
2010 - 1,034
2009 - 1,053
2008 - 1,065 

Information source - Texas Department of Insurance 
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Best iN shoW

fire related acts

1st Place - Lauralee Veitch 2nd Place - Jim Hanson
Ovilla FD

life saviNg acts

1st Place - Charles Krampota
Alvin FD

educatioN aNd fire safety

3rd Place - Jim Hanson
Ovilla FD

2nd Place - Jim Hanson
Ovilla FD

3rd Place - Charles Krampota
Alvin FD

1st Place - Debbie Conard 2nd Place - Debbie Conard 3rd Place - Steven Knadle
Canyon FD

2012 Photo coNtest WiNNers

By Xavier J. Garcia 

April 27, 2012 - 18-wheeler cab 
caught fire and spread. 
HWY 37 north MM 106, 
Pleasanton VFD - Atascosa 
County



Special thank you to:
    houston Fire Department
    Gulf coast/tri-Rivers District
    Jim hanson - photography
    lloyd klatt - Videography
    teeX Staff - training, aV equipment
    SFFMa executive Board & Staff
    Sergeant-at-arms 
    all committee members & attendees

2012 coNfereNce Photos

More conference photos can be found at  http://www.sffma.org/gallery under 2012 136th Training Conference and Convention.
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ProtectiNg homes from Wildfire 
By aPril sagiNor

COmmunity RALLiES tO PROtECt 
hOmES FROm wiLDFiRE
Walker County, Texas
Wildfires swept across Texas in 2011, 
burning nearly 4 million acres. News 
reports showed communities where 
hundreds of homes were destroyed. 
But the story most Texans didn’t hear 
was that more than 39,000 homes 
were saved – able to survive a wildfire, 
often without the benefit of firefighting 
resources. The reality that many residents 
face unknowingly is that, under extreme 
conditions, there just aren’t enough 
resources to protect every home. 
Allocating resources and determining 
when to evacuate a neighborhood 
in the face of a dangerous and costly 
wildfire can place a tremendous burden 
on emergency management personnel. 
Sometimes the toughest call is deciding 
which homes can be saved. But a little 
planning can go a long way to protect 
a community before disaster strikes. 
That’s the philosophy embraced by the 
leadership of Walker County, Texas. 

CRAFting A COmmunity wiLDFiRE 
PROtECtiOn PLAn
In 2005, Walker County leaders met with 
Justice Jones, Wildland Urban Interface 
and Prevention Coordinator for Texas 
Forest Service. Their mission was to 
identify wildfire risks, create mitigation 
strategies and devise a plan that would 
empower residents to protect their 
homes and property. 
“It sounded like a lot of work,” said John 
Hobbs, Assistant Fire Chief for the City 
of Huntsville. “But we believed in it. We 
worked really well together. To make it 
work, you have to get a partner. Texas 
Forest Service knows how to get people 
motivated and educated. And really, 
it’s for the safety of your own home. It’s 
protecting your home, your community.” 
Walker County Emergency Management 
Coordinator Butch Davis agreed that 
preparing a Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan seemed daunting, but 
was made easier by the guidance of 
partnering agencies. 
“Many hands make light loads,” Davis 
said. “Together we can do tremendous 
amounts.” 
The community leaders who met back 

in 2005 became a working group that 
created the first countywide Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan in Texas. The 
group, still intact with its original 
members, determines when the plan 
needs to be updated and ensures the 
identified risks are being mitigated. 
During the planning process, the 
group identified its high-risk areas and 
began mitigating, even before the plan 
was finished. They were committed 
to prioritizing efforts regardless of 
demographics, assigning the first project 
– a shaded fuel break – to protect a 
historically-underserved community. 
Texas Forest Service Director Tom Boggus 
said Walker County’s diverse stakeholder 
group showed a strong sense of pride 
in the community as a whole, and 
fostered a sense of teamwork among the 
residents. 

“What a great example of Texans helping 
Texans,” Boggus said. “Walker County 
came together and showed what can 
be done when we all work toward a 
common goal – protecting the people 
and property in their community. 
They’ve accomplished so much in a very 
short amount of time. The bar is set high 
for the rest of our state.”
After Walker County’s Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan was complete 
and approved by all the necessary 
entities, the group set out to protect 
other communities at risk. That included 
the Elkins Lake subdivision, situated in 
the Sam Houston National Forest.

SECuRing FunDS
Walker County, with technical assistance 
from Texas Forest Service’s Wildland 
Urban Interface staff, applied for and 
received the first grant for wildfire 
hazard mitigation in the state’s history. 
They used the funds to clear 200 feet of 
“defensible space” around the perimeter 
of Elkins Lake. 

“They cracked the code, so to speak, 
for other communities to tap into this 
important funding source and follow 
suit,” said Texas Forest Service’s Justice 
Jones.
The U.S. Forest Service worked to ensure 
that out of 13 southern states vying 
for funding, the Elkins Lake project 
was deemed top priority. Because the 
community is surrounded by U.S. Forest 
Service and private lands, it took a joint 
effort to implement the fuels reduction 
project.
“Due to the number of homes and 
families in Elkins Lake, fuel mitigation 
is important to reduce their risk,” said 
Jordan Beakley, a fuels and prevention 
specialist with the U.S. Forest Service. 
“We felt this project would be extremely 
beneficial.”

EmPOwERing RESiDEntS
Throughout the process of developing 
the Community Wildfire Protection Plan 
and laboring to make neighborhoods 
safer from wildfire, the working group 
employed another prong to their 
strategy: empowering homeowners. 

Representatives from the U.S. Forest Service and Texas Forest Service 
joined Walker County and Huntsville officials to celebrate the Elkins Lake 
community’s Firewise designation on May 19, 2012. 

Texas Forest Service assists with a fuel mitigation project on a Firewise 
community cleanup day. 

Vegetation was thinned around this Elkins Lake home to reduce the 
probability of wildfire spreading through the forest and damaging the 
home.
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They did that by sharing the Ready, Set, 
Go! program every chance they got. 
It worked. The residents understood that 
fire officials weren’t trying to encroach 
on their property or take away their 
trees, but wanted to take strategic action 
to protect their homes from wildfire. And 
the residents wanted to protect their 
homes, too. The Elkins Lake community 
pooled $15,000 to go toward mulching 
and fuels reduction.

“A healthy forest is a fire-resilient forest,” 
Jones said. “Cutting down all the trees 
won’t solve problems. What we strive 
for is awareness and empowerment. 
In Walker County, the community has 
backed our mitigation and prevention 
strategies. They believe in this. That’s the 
real success story. No one asked them to 
invest $15,000.”
That amount of money - $15,000 – is half 
the price tag to fly a heavy air tanker over 
a wildfire for one hour.
“In the history of East Texas, we never 
saw losses like we did last year,” Jones 
pointed out. “You can’t afford not to 
mitigate.”
Assistant Chief Hobbs noted that making 
the residents a partner in the wildfire 
protection planning process is also key 
to ensuring their safety.
“We need them to understand the 
importance of evacuation,” he said. 
“Wildfires in this environment produce 
massive amounts of heat and embers. 
Until we started doing this research, we 
didn’t know what the possibilities were. 
That’s why I’m out there doing Ready, 
Set, Go! programs. If I can get one person 
to mitigate the risk to their home or 
develop an evacuation plan, I’ve earned 
my salary. In Elkins Lake, we’ve won over 
way more than one person. They’ve done 
their homework, and that might be what 
keeps me off CNN News.”
In May 2012, Elkins Lake earned its 
Firewise Communities designation – 
another first for Walker County. 
Butch Davis, the county’s Emergency 

Management Coordinator, said the 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan 
has made great strides toward showing 
elected officials where the threats are 
and what can be done to mitigate 
hazards. Walker County Judge Danny 
Pierce and the Commissioners Court, 
along with the Huntsville City Council, 
have shown tremendous support of the 
group’s efforts, Davis said. The Huntsville 
Public Works Department has even 
committed to mowing 85 miles worth of 
fire breaks around the city.
“When you’ve got as many risks as we 
do, this is time well spent,” Davis said. “If 
we don’t save but one life, it was worth 
every hour devoted to this project.”

A shaded fuel break is created when trees in a forested area are thinned and 
pruned, creating a break in vegetation but retaining some crown canopy. A 
fuel break can reduce fire risks and rates of spread.

Putting thE PLAn tO thE tESt
Like most of the Lone Star State, the 
Walker County region saw significant fire 
activity in 2011. 
That same month, the Dyer Mill Fire in 
nearby Grimes County burned 5,280 
acres and destroyed 30 homes. In 
September, the Riley Road Fire in Grimes, 
Montgomery and Waller counties 
destroyed almost 19,000 acres and 73 
homes.
“Right after Riley Road, everybody got 
on board,” Jones said. “I love seeing these 
citizens getting together, getting out 
there and cleaning up their yards. We’re 
not doing it for them. This community 
is empowered to protect their homes 
and to spread the message that you 
can help prevent wildfires. It’s a credit 
to the CWPP working group that they 
were planning for what could happen 
long before it did happen. That takes 
commitment and vision.” 
Huntsville Fire Chief Tom Grisham said 
the Community Wildfire Protection Plan 
has helped officials guide and prioritize 
wildfire risk mitigation efforts. 
“I’m very proud of our community,” he 
said. “We work very well together. Our 
CWPP was the tool that got us heading 
in the right direction. The plan works, but 
it takes a commitment from all involved.”

The Midway/Cowboy Church Fire burned 2,412 acres of Walker County 
land in June 2011. 

reaDy, seT, Go! 
is a national program 
designed for fire 
departments to teach 
residents how to 
prepare their homes 
and families for the 
threat of wildfire, 
understand current 
conditions and 
evacuate early when 
necessary. 

READY, SET, GO!
YOUr PersOnaL WiLDFire aCTiOn PLan
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sffma PromotiNg iNterNatioNal memBershiP

Javier Miranda, thanks SFFMA for the 
opportunity to share and update valuable 
information with their members to 
improve and do their service safely.

In Colombia, City of Bucaramanga, 
which is 6 hours from Bogota the capital 
of Colombia, the local fire department 
organized an ICS 100 class to promote the 
incident command system as we use here 
in the US, with 30 participants attending 
this presentation. Lt. Moscoso explained 
the benefits of ICS, the way it can be 
applied in the fire service or in various 
environments, and the importance of fire 
officers delegating responsibilities based 
on objectives.
In Panama, City of Panama, Lt. Moscoso 
was invited to be part of the preparation 
meetings between different agencies 
that are part of the PANAMAX exercise 
sponsored by the United States 
Coast Guard at the Panama National 
Coordination Center, a building inside the 
Presidential Ministries complex.
The goal of the meeting was to prepare 
the local responders and different agencies 
in case of a terrorist attack or chemical 
emergency in the Panama Canal or vicinity. 
During that presentation Lt. Moscoso 
explain about ICS interface with the EOC. 
After that presentation he took part 
in a special meeting with the National 
Director of the Panama Fire Department, 
Colonel Pablo Tuñon, some of the 
officers, and members of the Panama 
Fire Department board. At this time Lt. 

sFFma PromoTinG 
inTernaTional 
memBershiP anD 
TraininG in souTh 
ameriCa

SFFMA International Committee is 
engaging in an aggressive campaign 
to gain more members from countries 
outside the United States and promote 
the services and events that we offer as 
an Association. 

Lt. Ian R. Moscoso 
from Cloverleaf 
Volunteer Fire 
Department and 
Chairman of the 
International 
Committee visited 
some of those 
countries as part 
of this campaign, 
provided training 

and spoke about the benefits to be part 
of the SFFMA International.
On March 24, 2012, at the Venezuelan 
Science Investigation Institute, located 
in the City of Los Teques, Miranda, Lt. 
Moscoso made a presentation relating 
to ICS in the Fire Services and Safety 
during Fire Operation. This presentation 
was  based on ICS 100, promoting safety 
procedures and best practices during 
fire operations. Officers from Colonels, 
Chiefs, Captain, Lieutenants and 
firefighters were present during the class. 
Another topic covered was hazardous 
materials in emergencies and the safety 
consideration for the first who arrive on 
scene.

After the class, the group visited the 
Miranda Fire Department Headquarters 
and saw the new engines and hazardous 
material unit on service at that location. 
Miranda Fire Department has one of 
the busiest roads in the country where 
car tank truck with gasolines, diesel and 
other chemical move in both directions. 
The Chief of the Fire Department, Colonel 

Moscoso explained membership benefits 
and how SFFMA can be a strategic partner 
with the Panama Fire Department in order 
to not only share, but promote training 
programs according to the SFFMA 
Certification Program curriculum. This was 
well received from the National Director 
and members of his board and we hope 
to hear from them soon.

A great big “thank you” goes out to 
Lt. Moscoso, for assisting SFFMA in 
its marketing and recruitment efforts 
during his travels. It’s important to note 
that these efforts by members of the 
International Committee are making 
SFFMA an internationally recognized 
organization, which we are very proud to 
represent and be a part of.
A ” last but not least” important event was 
the Safety Officer in the Fire Service class 
provided to Captains and Lieutenants of 
the Panama Fire Department that took 
place at their headquarters. 40 officers 
participated in that training and it was 
extremely useful for them to understand 
the importance of safety during fire 
operations.
With all these activities during  April 
2012 and August 2012 the International 
Committee of the SFFMA with the 
constant support of our liaison Diana 
Cardona and Executive Director Chris 
Barron are moving forward to promote 
SFFMA outside the United States of 
America. 



Help me put 35 years of working Fire Service 
experience in a position to help YOU and 
all Texas Firefighters

VOTE Mike Richardson
SFFMA 4th VP

 - Paramedic since 1985
 - SFFMA and TCFP Certified
 - NFA EFO
 - A&M Commerce TCC
 - Past Instructor A&M
 - Past President - 
      Red River District
 - T*Flag Committee Member
 

Dedicated and Committed to Service!2013
The Woodlands
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Every emergency responder knows 
well the importance of a clear, 
visible address when responding to 
calls, especially during night time 
hours.  Most cities and towns have 
ordinances that require addresses, 
but in many cases residences remain 
poorly addressed.  There are numerous 
options available at hardware stores, 
but few provide the high reflectivity 
and consistent visibility necessary to 
be easily seen.  

Now thanks to The Address Shop 
(SFFMA sponsor/partner), SFFMA 
member departments all have their 
own online address shop to offer 
residents in their community the 
opportunity to purchase highly 
reflective, durable addressing products 
online while also creating revenue for 
the department.

hoW Does iT WorK?  
The Address Shop (www.
theaddressshop.com) has created 
a unique coupon code for every 
member department.  All departments 
should have received their code via 
email.  In most cases the code is the 
name of the fire department, such as 
VanVleckFD.  All the department needs 
to do is make their residents aware 
of The Address Shop website and 
products and the importance of clearly 
marked addresses to their safety, and 
the coupon code.   

Products are available that cover 
the addressing needs of virtually 
every type of property, all using 
highly reflective or “glow in the dark” 
aluminum plates.  

A special line of products are available 
for more rural or unincorporated areas.  
Sharp graphics such as the American or 
Texas Flag and many others are available 
on all products.

The Address Shop will provide marketing 
materials for the department such as 
custom emails and custom templates 
for printed materials such as flyers and 
water bill stuffers to help get the word 
out.  

A link to The Address Shop will be 
provided for use on the department 
website as well. Residents place orders 
online and enter the coupon code.  
Address marker products are shipped 
directly to the resident.  Quarterly 
reports will be provided to each 
department along with 20% of the sales 
proceeds from orders utilizing their 
coupon code. 

aN address shoP for every memBer dePartmeNt

Free uPGraDe CusTom 
shoP
Many communities, particularly those 
towns with one high school have 
a graphic such as a school mascot 
that residents of the town would be 
proud to display on their address 
marker.  The Address Shop will create 
for the department a custom shop 
of products utilizing that graphic.  
Residents may purchase either stock 
graphic products or the custom 
graphic.  This is a great way to build 
community unity and pride.  

To see an example of this type 
of custom shop, visit www.
theaddressshop.com.  Click on Custom 
Fire Department Shops.  

inDiviDual  sFFma  
aDDress marKer orDers
As an individual member of the 
SFFMA,  you can purchase address 
markers from The Address Shop.  
Enter the code SFFMA during the 
checkout process and you will 
receive a 15% discount on your order.  
Markers make great Christmas and 
housewarming  gifts as well.

If you haven’t received your 
department coupon code or have 
any other questions or thoughts, 
please contact Jim Reeder at                         
info@theaddressshop.com
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2012 - 2013 
sFFma CommiTTee lisTinGs

for the latest and most updated committee rosters visit www.sffma.org

Deloss edwards
SFFMA Past President (1995)
4733 Catclaw Dr
Abilene, TX 79606-3217

Texas a& m aDvisory BoarD 

member 
Phone: (325) 695-5133 
Email: deloss36@hotmail.com  

Keith russell
Eastman Chemical Co
PO Box 7444
Longview, TX 75607-7444

Patrick hlavaty
SFFMA Past President (1997)
2012 Wilson Rd
El Campo, TX 77437-9500

member
Phone: (979) 543-6441 
Email: pat.helen@sbcglobal.net  

Bob looney
SFFMA Past President (1986)
220 Juniper St
Mansfield, TX 76063-1815

member
Phone: (817) 473-1182
Email: palintex@yahoo.com  

member
Phone: (903) 237-6689 
Fax: (903) 237-6678
Email: krussell@eastman.com  

Board Parliamentarian
Phone: (979) 229-8134 
Fax: (903) 947-2217
Email: rgibson@sffma.org

sFFma exeCuTive BoarD

rex Klesel
Alvin FD
3537 County Road 326
Alvin, TX 77511-1564

President
Phone: (281) 331-7688 
Fax: (281) 331-9713
Email: rklesel@sffma.org  

David Wade
Deer Park VFD
3018 Eileen St
Deer Park, TX 77536-5022

President
Phone: (281) 478-7281 
Fax: (281) 478-7289
Email: dwade@sffma.org  

Bill Gardner
Leander FD
PO Box 319
Leander, TX 78646-0319

1st vice President
Phone: (512) 528-1664 
Email: bgardner@sffma.org

rusty Kattner
Santa Fe Fire & Rescue
680 Fountain View Ln
League City, TX 77573-1971

2nd  vice President
Phone: (713) 468-7941
Fax: (409) 925-7330
Email: rkattner@sffma.org  

Paul hamilton
Hereford FD
PO Box 364
Bushland, TX 79012-0364

3rd  vice President
Phone: (806) 364-7311 
Fax: (806) 276-5265
Email: phamilton@sffma.org  

henry Perry
Bastrop FD
PO Box 88
Bastrop, TX 78602-0088

4th vice President
Phone: (512) 321-5550
Fax: (512) 321-1315
Email: hperry@sffma.org

F. Jim White
Overton FD
304 E Mundy St
Overton, TX 75684-1734

assistant secretary
Phone: (903) 834-3457 
Email: jwhite@sffma.org  

Ben Kennedy
TEEX-ESTI
PO BOx 11859
College Station, TX 77842-1859

Chaplain
Phone: (979) 229-1263 
Fax: (979) 845-3827
Email: bkennedy@sffma.org  

Chris Barron
SFFMA
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

executive Director
Phone: (512) 454-3473 
Fax: (512) 453-1876
Email: cbarron@sffma.org  

Blake locknane
7902 4th Street
Lubbock, TX 79416-6302
 

mascot
Email: mjlock@xanadoo.com

rayford Gibson
Tatum FD
PO Box 774
Tatum, TX 75691-0774

Joe ondrasek
Brazos County Pct #4 FD
5572 Caroline Dr
Bryan, TX 77807-7806

secretary
Phone: (979) 775-0194 
Fax: (979) 775-0123
Email: jondrasek@sffma.org  

CerTiFiCaTion BoarD 
Chairman/ zone 6
Phone: (281) 487-8483
Email: gwilliams@sffma.org

Gary Williams
Pasadena FD
4302 Blind River Dr
Pasadena, TX 77504-3118
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F. Jim White
Overton FD
304 E Mundy St
Overton, TX 75684-1734

vice Chairman/ zone 8
Phone: (903) 834-3457
Fax: (903) 834-3625
Email: jwhite@sffma.org  

Frankie marcinkiewicz
Cat Spring VFD
11438 Newberg Rd
Cat Spring, TX 78933-5183

secretary/ zone 3
Phone: (797) 733-7662 
Email: frankiem@sffma.org  

r. J. Thomas
Ingleside VFD
3190 Rebecca St
Ingleside, TX 78362-4649

assistant secretary/ zone 4
Phone: (361) 776-7422 
Fax: (361) 775-1186
Email: rjthomas@sffma.org  

Brian scheffer
Brenham FD
101 N Chappell Hill St
Brenham, TX 77833-3323

zone 1
Phone: (979) 337-7300 
Fax: (979) 337-7311
Email: bscheffer@sffma.org 

Donald Pullin
Refugio FD
PO Box 398
Refugio, TX 78377-0398

zone 2
Phone: (361) 526-2114 
Fax: (361) 526-2222
Email: brenda_refcad@yahoo.com 

shawn snider
SFFMA Past President (2009)
Edinburg FD
PO Box 1079
Edinburg, TX 78540-1079

zone 5
Phone: (956) 383-7691
Fax: (956) 289-1853
Email: 
ssnider@cityofedinburg.com

Will rains
Lumberton Fire & EMS
PO Box 8005
Lumberton, TX 77657-0005

zone 7
Phone: (409) 291-9249 
Fax: (409) 751-6237
Email: wnrains@aol.com

Douglas Page
Bowie FD
203 Walnut St
Bowie, TX 76230-4840

zone 10
Phone: (940) 872-2122 
Fax: (940) 872-6544
Email: bowiefire@cityofbowietx.com  

Clay Deatherage
Shackelford County Rural VFD
264 Ward St 
Moran, TX 76464-2422

zone 11
Phone: (325) 338-2507
Fax: (325) 762-2242
Email: mo2se@att.net

morris locknane
West Carlisle FD
PO Box 98044
Lubbock, TX 79499-8044

zone 12
Phone: (806) 252-2840
Fax: (806) 797-0514
Email: mjlock@xanadoo.com

Brent allen
Ballinger FD
PO Box 227
Ballinger, TX 76821-0227

zone 14
Phone: (325) 365-5137 
Fax: (325) 365-5612
Email: ballen@ballingerfd.com 

scott Garris
Pleasanton FD
114 W Adams St
Pleasanton, TX 78064-3502

zone 15
Phone: (830) 570-9880
Email: sgarris@sffma.org  

John Burgoyne
Greenwood Rural VFD
307 Llano Rd
Weatherford, TX 76088-8413

zone 16
Phone: (817) 341-3473
Email: johnburgoyne@ymail.com  

Paul loeffler
Fort Davis FD
PO Box 1407
Alpine, TX 79831-1407

zone 17
Phone: (432) 426-3900 
Fax: (432) 837-3395
Email: p.loeffler@sbcglobal.net

edwin Baker
Stockdale FD
602 S 7th St
Stockdale, TX 78160-6031

zone 2 - assistant
Phone: (830) 996-1383
Fax: (830) 996-1366
Email: chiefsfd4100@gmail.com 

rosendo Garcia
TEEX-ESTI
6215 Guyler St
Wallis, TX 77485-9495

zone 3 - assistant
Phone: (979) 458-6800
Fax: (979) 845-3827
Email: 
rosendo.garcia@teex.tamu.edu

ubaldo Perez
Edinburg FD
2609 San Alejandro St
Edinburg, TX 78539-6971

zone 5 - assistant
Phone: (956) 383-7691
Fax: (956) 289-1853
Email: 
bperez@cityofedinburg.com

William Crawford
Sheldon Community F&R
PO Box 1877
Channelview, TX 77530-1877

zone 6 - assistant
Phone: (281) 458-1431
Fax: (281) 458-7394
Email: wcrawford@sheldonfd.org 

Dennis Gifford
Lumberton Fire & EMS
115 Candlewick Dr
Lumberton, TX 77657-7291

zone 7 - assistant
Phone: (409) 755-6031
Fax: (409) 751-6237
Email: dennismgifford@aol.com

Cody Crawford
Chapel Hill FD
13801 Country Road 220
Tyler, TX 75707

zone 8 - assistant
Phone: (903) 566-3890
Fax: (903) 236-9902
Email: chfirechief@aol.com

John mcrae
Mount Pleasant FD
728 E Ferguson Rd
Mount Pleasant, TX 75455-5429

zone 8 - assistant
Phone: (903) 575-4144

mick moffitt
Joshua FD
10300 FM 1902
Crowley, TX 76036-5606

zone 9
Phone: (817) 297-4450
Fax: (817) 297-0232
Email: 
moffitt@trainingdivision.com

CerTiFiCaTion BoarD ConTinueD

steve Cochran
Merkel FD
100 Kent
Merkel, TX 79536-3612

zone 11
Phone: (325) 928-4725
Fax: (325) 846-4139
Email: stevec@taylortel.net

William Tidwell
Crosbyton FD
505 S Keith St
Crosbyton TX 79322-3025

zone 12 - assistant
Phone: (806) 675-2301
Fax: (806) 675-7012
Email: wr.tidwell@hotmail.com



Leadership Development Symposium
January 14-16, 2013 
Frisco, Texas

EMERGENCY SERVICES TRAINING INSTITUTE
www.Teex.org/LeaDerShip

C13.6290.09

registration opens october 1, 2012

2012 EMS Responder of the Year
Karen Pickard

CONGRATULATIONS!

SPONSORED BY

2012 Firefighter of the Year
Clemente Sanchez

Providing Protection for those Who Protect Us

since 1950
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mark Wobus
TFS - Texas Forest Service 
Representative
PO Box 252
La Grange, TX 78945-0252

Texas Forest service 
representative
Phone: (979) 968-5556 
Email: mwobus@tfs.tamu.edu  

Kevin Creamer
Staff Liaison
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

staff liaison
Phone: (512) 454-3473 
Fax: (512) 453-1876
Email: kcreamer@sffma.org  

Joyce stein
Staff Liaison Assistant
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

staff liaison assistant
Phone: (512) 454-3473 
Fax: (512) 453-1876
Email: jstein@sffma.org  

ConFerenCe TraininG & sPeaKer 
CommiTTee
Cary roccaforte
Brazos County Pct #3 VFD
2121 Nuches Ln
Bryan, TX 77803-1986

Chairman
Phone: (979) 776-6430 
Fax: (979) 776-0408
Email: croccaforte@pct3vfd.com  

mike montgomery
Harris County Fire Marshal's 
Office
2318 Atascocita Rd
Humble, TX 77396-3503

Co-Chairman/ Gulf Coast 
Phone: (281) 436-8000 
Fax: (281) 436-8025
Email: Mike_Montgomery@itc.
co.harris.tx.us  

Brian scheffer
Brenham FD
101 N Chappell Hill St
Brenham, TX 77833-3323

Co-Chairman/ Central 
Phone: (979) 337-7300 
Fax: (979) 337-7311
Email: bscheffer@sffma.org  

rene alaniz
McAllen FD
PO Box 220
McAllen, TX 78505-0220

rio Grande valley District
Phone: (956) 972-7500 
Fax: (956) 682-0377
Email: ralaniz@mcallen.net  

David Wade
Deer Park VFD
3018 Eileen St
Deer Park, TX 77536-5022

executive Board liaison
Phone: (281) 478-7281 
Fax: (281) 478-7289
Email: dwade@sffma.org  

Gabi Glass
Staff Liaison
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

staff liaison
Phone: (512) 454-3473 
Fax: (512) 453-1876
Email: gglass@sffma.org  

stephen Greco
Industrial Liaison
Lubrizol Bayport
902 Westcott St #286
Houston, TX 77007 

Gulf Coast District
Phone: (832)260-7660
Email: stephen.greco@
lubrizol.com

ConsTiTuTion & By-laWs CommiTTee
Dennis Gifford
Lumberton Fire & EMS
115 Candlewick Dr
Lumberton, TX 77657-7291

Chairman/ east Texas 
Phone: (409) 755-6031 
Fax: (409) 751-6237
Email: dennismgifford@aol.com  

Cary roccaforte
Brazos County Pct #3 VFD
2121 Nuches Ln
Bryan, TX 77803-1986

Central Texas District
phone: (979) 776-6430 
fax: (979) 776-0408
Email: croccaforte@pct3vfd.com  

John Jandt
Seguin FD
1726 W Court St
Seguin, TX 78155-3102

Guadalupe District
Phone: (830) 401-2310 
Fax: (830) 401-2322
Email: jjandt945@sbcglobal.net

William Crawford
Sheldon Community F&R
PO Box 1877
Channelview, TX 77530-1877

Gulf Coast District
Phone: (281) 458-1431 
Fax: (281) 458-7394
Email: wcrawford@sheldonfd.org  

maricruz Tovar
Edinburg FD
212 W McIntyre St
Edinburg, TX 78541-3340

Danny Cox
Rockport FD
PO Box 2061
Fulton, TX 78358-2061

south Central District
Phone: (361) 729-5392 
Fax: (361) 729-1268
Email: dumptruck161@yahoo.com  

Domingo hinojosa
Linn-San Manuel FD
PO Box 72
Linn, TX 78563-0072

rio Grande valley District
Phone: (956) 383-7222 
Fax: (956) 386-9023
Email: dhj3502@yahoo.com  

rio Grande valley District
Phone: (956) 383-5661
Email: 
mtovar@cityofedunburg.com 

Doug Baker
West I-10 FD
PO Box 400
Barker, TX 77413-0400

zone 18 - assistant
Phone: (713) 396-8707
Fax: (281) 675-3610
Email: dbaker@sffma.org

Curtis Brown
Dalhart FD
110 Denrock Ave
Dalhart, TX 790022-2622

zone 19
Phone: (806) 244-5454
Fax: (806) 249-0277
Email: dalhartfd@hotmail.com

CerTiFiCaTion BoarD ConTinueD

Joann linnenkugel
Cy-Fair FD
19430 Glenway Falls Dr
Katy, TX 77449-4341

zone 18
Phone: (281) 550-6663
Email: 
jlinnenkugel@sffma.org

randy Finsterwald
Mobeetie VFD
PO Box 1123
Wheeler, TX 79096-1123

zone 19 - assistant
Phone: (806) 845-2453
Fax: (806) 845-2115
Email: rfinsterwald@hotmail.com

henry Perry
Executive Board Liaison
Bastrop FD
PO Box 88
Bastrop, TX 78602-0088

executive Board liaison
Phone: (512) 321-5550
Fax: (512) 321-1315
Email: hperry@sffma.org 

Gerald Weniger
Seguin FD
PO Box 215
Seguin, TX 78156-0215

Guadalupe District
Phone: (830) 401-2310 
Fax: (830) 401-2322
Email: gweniger@satx.rr.com  
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richard harmon
SFFMA Past President (2002)
Cameron Gardens FD
1841 FM 171
Wichita Falls, TX 76305-6909

Past President liaison
Phone: (940) 767-7557 
Email: rm.harmon@hotmail.com  

David luedeke
SFFMA Past President (2004)
Needville FD
PO Box 132
Needville, TX 77461-0132

Past President liaison
Phone: (281) 343-0071 
Fax: (979) 793-7255
Email: chief700@consolidated.net  

CreDenTials CommiTTee

Dennis Gifford
Lumberton Fire & EMS
115 Candlewick Dr
Lumberton, TX 77657-7291

Chairman/ east Texas District
Phone: (409) 755-6031 
Fax: (409) 751-6237
Email: dennismgifford@aol.com  

Teri Parkison
Latium Wesley Greenvine FD
7550 FM 2502
Brenham, TX 77833-7616

Central Texas District
Phone: (979) 836-6946 
Email: lwg.9012@yahoo.com  

Brian Deason
Stockdale FD
603 S 7th St
Stockdale, TX 78160-6031

Guadalupe District
Phone: (830) 996-1383 
Fax: (830) 996-1366
Email: bdeason4200@yahoo.com  

Gillian Cox
Rockport FD
PO Box 2061
Fulton, TX 78358-2061

south Central Texas
Phone: (361) 729-5392 
Fax: (361) 729-1268
Email: mables35@sover.net  

William Gerber
Alvin FD
PO Box 2202
Alvin, TX 77512-2202

Gulf Coast District
Phone: (281) 331-7688 
Fax: (281) 331-9713
Email: billy.gerber@att.net  

mark hanson
Bellevue FD
520 King St
Bellevue, TX 76228-1630

red river District
Phone: (940) 928-2125 
Fax: (940) 928-2109
Email: farmboymh@sbcglobal.net  

Joe ondrasek
Brazos County Pct #4 FD
5572 Caroline Dr
Bryan, TX 77807-7806

executive Board  liaison
Phone: (979) 775-0194 
Fax: (979) 775-0123
Email: jondrasek@sffma.org    

Bob looney
SFFMA Past President (1986)
220 Juniper St
Mansfield, TX 76063-1815

Past President liaison
Phone: (817) 473-1182
Email: palintex@yahoo.com  

Gabi Glass
Staff Liaison
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

staff liaison
Phone: (512) 454-3473 
Fax: (512) 453-1876
Email: gglass@sffma.org  

DisTriCT oFFiCers

herbert vaughan
Rockdale FD
1176 Couty Road 333
Rockdale, TX 76567-4204

President 
Phone: (512) 446-2930

1 - CEntRAL tExAS DiStRiCt

If your information is not listed and/or current, 
contact membership@sffma.org 

District map

van Fowler
Telico VFD
700 Lone Oak Rd
Ennis, TX 75119-0356

leonard nauman
Burkburnett FD
1202 Parliament St
Burkburnett, TX 76354-3117

north Texas District
Phone: (972) 878-2083 
Fax: (972) 878-2083
Email: 1969fowler@gmail.com  

red river District
Phone: (940) 569-3553 
Fax: (940) 569-4192

Donald shoemaker
Lake Jackson FD
54 Juniper Ct
Lake Jackson, TX 77566-5002

Gulf Coast District
phone: (979) 238-5771 
fax: (979) 285-0368
Email: fire15s@aol.com 

William Crawford
Sheldon Community F&R
PO Box 1877
Channelview, TX 77530-1877

Gulf Coast District
Phone: (281) 458-1431
Fax: (281) 458-7394
Email: wcrawford@sheldonfd.org 

Thomas Jones
Madisonville VFD
921 E Main St
Madisonville, TX 77864-2113

east Texas District
Phone: (936) 348-3317 
Fax: (936) 349-0149
Email: thom.jones@sbcglobal.net

Danny hurt
Pleasant Grove FD
4786 FM 3129 S
Bloomburg, TX 75556-4020

northeast Texas District
Phone: (903) 838-7123
Email: dannyhurt@netzero.com 
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ernest r. Johnston, Jr.
Wild Peach FD
3739 County Road 353
Brazoria, TX 77422 - 7123

President
Phone: (979) 798-2351
Email: bij1288@yahoo.com

3 -  tRi RiVERS DiStRiCt

michelle Cornell
Tri-Rivers FFMA
1940 Melody Ln
Richmond, TX 77406-2412

secretary
Phone: (281) 468-3150 
Fax: (832) 223-0167
Email: mcornell@lcisd.org  

4 - SOuth CEntRAL DiStRiCt
Jason Deleon
PO Box 955
Sinton, TX 78387-0955

President
Phone: (361) 364-2381
Email: jasondeleon@texdot.gov

elena sanchez
Sinton FD
PO Box 652
Sinton, TX 78387-0652

secretary
Phone: (361) 364-2381 
Fax: (361) 364-3781
Email: 
esanchez1019@ sbcglobal.net  

5 - RiO gRAnDE VALLEy DiStRiCt
Domingo hinojosa
Linn-San Manuel FD
PO Box 72
Linn, TX 78563-0072

President
Phone: (956) 383-7222
Fax: (956) 386-9023
Email: dhj3502@yahoo.com

maricruz Tovar
Edinburg FD
212 W McIntyre St
Edinburg, TX 78541-3340

secretary
Phone: (956) 383-5661
Email: mtovar@cityofedinburg.com

6 - guLF COASt DiStRiCt

michael richter
Needville FD
PO Box 374
Needville, TX 77461-0374

secretary
Phone: (979) 793-4262
Fax: (979) 793-7255
Email: richtmic@co.fort-bend.tx.us

7 - EASt tExAS DiStRiCt

ernest r. Johnston, Jr.
Wild Peach FD
3739 County Road 353
Brazoria, TX 77422

President
Phone: (979) 798-2351
Email: bij1288@yahoo.com 

Dennis Gifford
Lumberton Fire & EMS
115 Candlewick Dr
Lumberton, TX 77657-7291

secretary
Phone: (409) 755-6031 
Fax: (409) 751-6237
Email: dennismgifford@aol.com  

8 - nORthEASt tExAS DiStRiCt

Glenn Johnson
PO Box 291
Center, TX 75935-0291

President
Phone: (936) 598-3288
Email: rgj410@yahoo.com

F. Jim White
Overton FD
304 E Mundy St
Overton, TX 75684-1734

secretary
Phone: (903) 834-3457 
Email: jwhite@sffma.org

Paul Bemis
Alvarado FD
3824 Dove Meadows Ln
Joshua, TX 76058-5822

9 - nORth tExAS DiStRiCt
President
Phone: (817) 790-8884
Fax: (817) 783-6505
Email: bemisp@cityofalvarado.org

Karen Pickard
Ovilla FD
307 E University St
Ovilla, TX 75154-3401
 

secretary
Phone: (972) 617-7375 
Fax: (972) 617-5793
Email: 
karen.pickard@utsouthwestern.edu 

Thomas smead
Vernon Fire/EMS
2738 Oaklawn Dr
Vernon, TX 76384-6417

President
Phone: (940) 553-1782
Fax: (940) 552-2293
Email: ksmead@vernontx.gov

10 - RED RiVER DiStRiCt

11 - miD-wESt DiStRiCt
stephen Jones
Anson FD
2051 County Road 498
Anson, TX 79501-6346

President
Phone: (325) 823-2256
Fax: (325) 823-3604

DisTriCT oFFiCers ConTinueD

Timothy mantey
Rocky Creek FD
9771 Longpoint Rd
Burton, TX 77835-5637

secretary 
Phone: (903) 399-0049
Fax: (936) 825-2435
Email:tmmantey@yahoo.com

1 - CEntRAL tExAS DiStRiCt COntinuED

2 - guADALuPE DiStRiCt
Paul lesak
Ganado FD
PO Box 322
Ganado, TX 77962-0322

President
Phone: (361) 771-2691
Email: pelesak@ykc.com

steven simpson
150 Tomahawk Trl
Seguin, TX 78155-6951

secretary
Phone: (830) 379-0309
Email: simpson107@att.net  

Jimmie martinez
Lumberton Fire & EMS
527 N Village Creek Pkwy 
Apt 1A
Lumberton, TX 77657-6402

President
Phone: (409) 755-6031 
Fax: (409) 751-6237
Email: 
jmartinez@lumberstonfirerescue.org

John roberts
Archer City FD
PO Box 771
Archer City, TX 76351-0771

secretary
Phone: (940) 574-4545
Fax: (940) 574-2571
Email: john.roberts@sheppard.af.mil 



Lone Star 
Tribute

SFFMA is in need of a new home.  We have outgrown 
our current building and need a new home so that we 
may better serve and offer more to our members! The 
new facility is slated to better accommodate staff and 
some room for growth. It will contain offices, a seminar 
room, larger and expanded sales area, storage and 
much more parking! Be part of the Lone Star Tribute 
and help us raise money for our new building by donat-
ing and having your name, department or corporation 
be part of our new facility. 

www.sffma.org 

For more information please visit: 

We are o�ering various levels of sponsorships, 

Walkway Brick Purchases 
       w/ Sponsor Name
12x12” Tile in Walkway
Sitting Bench
Exhibit Display Sponsorship
Parking Space Logo, 
Logo Sponsorship in Sales Area 
Room Sponsorship 
 

512.454.3473 x 901 / newbuilding@s�ma.org
Contact us at:

such as:

All donations are tax deductible
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Christopher Gable
Erath County Vol Fire Rescue
1120 Timber Ridge Dr
Stephenville, TX 76401-7778

14 - hiLL COuntRy DiStRiCt

15 - wintERgARDEn DiStRiCt

Jerry rust
Val Verde County Rural VFD
PO Box 421314
Del Rio, TX 78842-1314

secretary
Phone: (830) 774-7640 
Fax: (830) 774-7686
 

16 -  nORth CEntRAL tExAS DiStRiCt
raymond Wilson
Tolar FD
3109 Wilkerson Ct
Tolar, TX 76476-5349

President
Phone: (254) 835-4334 
Fax: (254) 835-4500
Email: rwilson@tolarvfd.org  

secretary
Phone: (254) 965-3388 
Fax: (254) 965-4339
Email: erathfire800@co.erath.tx.us  

Bob o'Burke
SFFMA Past President (1977)
206 McMurry Ave
Duncanville, TX 75116-3314   

DrivinG ConTesT CommiTTee

William schiffman
Needville FD
1006 Bittersweet Dr
Richmond, TX 77406-6552

vice Chairman/ Gulf Coast
Phone: (979) 793-4262 
Fax: (979) 793-7255
Email: wschiffman@comcast.net  

lee hall
Beaver Creek FD
1322 Beaver Creek Dr
Caldwell, TX 77836-8111

Central Texas District
Phone: (979) 272-9195 
Email: lee.hall@teex.tamu.edu  

aaron rubach
Latium Wesley Greenvine FD
9560 FM 389
Brenham, TX 77833-7680

Central Texas District
Phone: (979) 836-6946 
Email: aaronrubach@yahoo.com  

ronnie sexton
Thorndale FD
3705 del Norte Blvd
Temple, TX 76502-1616

Central Texas District
Phone: (512) 431-1024 
Email: wgoldwing04@hot.rr.com 

Brian Deason
Stockdale FD
603 S 7th St
Stockdale, TX 78160-6031

Guadalupe District
Phone: (830) 996-1383 
Fax: (830) 996-1366
Email: bdeason4200@yahoo.com  

robert Doolittle
Bayou Vista FD
1428 Foreman St
La Marque, TX 77568-5420

Gulf Coast District
Phone: (409) 356-3382 
Fax: (409) 935-1205
Email: Rrd608@sbcgobal.net  

Dennis Gage
Gladewater FD
PO Box 379
Gladewater, TX 75647-0379

northeast Texas District
Phone: (903) 845-2484 
Fax: (903) 844-8009
Email: gage@cityofkilgore.com  

Daniel Cabrera
Falfurrias FD
PO Box 302
Falfurrias, TX 78355-0302

south Central District
Phone: (361) 325-2422 
Email: fvfd31@yahoo.com

Past President liaison
Phone: (972) 298-3291 
Email: 
bobdotoburke@sbcglobal.net  

mario Garcia
Dalhart FD
114 Osceola Ave
Dalhart, TX 79022-3236

12 - PAnhAnDLE DiStRiCt
President
Phone: (806) 244-5454 
Fax: (806) 249-0277
Email: bigchief911@hotmail.com

Kristin schumann
Dalhart FD
110 Denrock Ave
Dalhart, TX 79022-2622

secretary
Phone: (806) 244-5454 
Fax: (806) 249-0277
Email: txfirewoman91@yahoo.com 

13 - PERmiAn  BASin DiStRiCt
robert silva
McCamey FD
PO Box 633
Mc Camey, TX 79752-0633

President
phone: (915) 652-3421 

Keith mensch
Denver City FD
PO Box 115
Denver City, TX 79323-0115

secretary
Phone: (806) 592-5426 
Fax: (806) 592-9436
Email: kmmensch@valornet.com 

DisTriCT oFFiCers ConTinueD

steve Cochran
Merkel FD
100 Kent
Merkel, TX 79536-3612

secretary
Phone: (325) 928-4725 
Fax: (325) 846-4139
Email: stevec@taylortel.net  

11 - miD-wESt DiStRiCt COntinuED

Brent allen
Ballinger FD
PO Box 227
Ballinger, TX 76821-0227

secretary
Phone: (325) 365-5137
Fax: (325) 365-5612
Email: ballen@ballingerfd.com  

Courtney ischar
900 Country Club Rd
Ballinger, TX 76821-2218

President
Phone: (325) 365-5137

michael richter
Needville FD
PO Box 374
Needville, TX 77461-0374

Chairman/ Gulf Coast District
Phone: (979) 793-4262 
Fax: (979) 793-7255
Email: richtmic@co.fort-bend.tx.us  

George Castillo
Alamo FD
526 E Crockett St
Alamo, TX 78516-5505

rio Grande valley District
Phone: (956) 781-2004
Fax: (956) 781-9317

Junior Bosquez
311 Virginia St
Pleasanton, TX 78064-2647

President
Phone: (830) 569-2813
Fax:: (830) 569-2813
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Dennis Gifford
Lumberton Fire & EMS
115 Candlewick Dr
Lumberton, TX 77657-7291

east Texas District
Phone: (409) 755-6031 
Fax: (409) 75-6237
Email: dennismgifford@aol.com  

Karen Pickard
Ovilla FD
307 E University St
Ovilla, TX 75154-3401

north Texas District
Phone: (972) 617-7375 
Fax: (972) 617-5793
Email: bluetiques44@gmail.com

edward Walsh
Watauga Fire/EMS
806 Clover Ln
Keller, TX 76248-2426

north Texas District
Phone: (817) 514-5870 
Fax: (817) 428-0268
Email: edward.walsh@
mavs.uta.edu  

adam scott
Vernon Fire/EMS
2621 Center Dr
Vernon, TX 76384-6452

red river District
Phone: (940) 553-1782 
Fax: (940) 552-2293
Email: ascott@vernontx.gov  

ernest statuto
Crowell VFD
PO Box 197
Crowell, TX 79227-0197

red river District
Phone: (940) 684-1112 
Fax: (940) 684-1112
Email: pastorerniestatuto@yahoo.
com  

Chuck richardson
Wild Peach FD
3523 County Road 245
Brazoria, TX 77422-7276

industrial Board liaison
Phone: (979) 798-2351 
Fax: (979) 491-2241
Email: cn_richardson@yahoo.com

exhiBiTs CommiTTee
mark lancaster
Santa Fe Fire & Rescue
12510 E Bar Dr
Santa Fe, TX 77510-8601

Co-Chairman/ Gulf Coast 
Phone: (409) 925-7331 
Fax: (409) 925-7330
Email:  
marklancaster@verizon.net  

raymond murray
Casco Industries
607 W 62nd St
Shreveport, LA 71106-2913

Co-Chairman
Phone: (800) 551-8787 
Fax: (419) 735-4259
Email: 
raymond@cascoindustries.com
  michael Pratt

Brazos County Pct #4 FD
4511 Log Hollow Dr 
Bryan, TX 77803-0308

Central Texas District
Phone: (979) 775-0194 
Fax: (979) 775-0123
Email: mpratt@precinct4.com 

Terry mayfield
SFFMA Past President (1999)
Seguin FD
18156 S State Highway 123
Seguin, TX 78155-0845

Guadalupe District
Phone: (830) 401-2310 
Fax: (830) 401-2322
Email: tntmayfield@yahoo.com  

matt Glaves
Alvin FD
2197 County Road 155
Alvin, TX 77511-1533

Gulf Coast District
Phone: (281) 331-7688 
Fax: (281) 331-9713
Email: matt.glaves@bluebell.com  

Tito rodriguez
Clute FD
200 E Brazoswood Dr 
Apt 2507
Clute, TX 77531-3539

Gulf Coast District
Phone: (979) 265-4742 
Fax: (979) 265-4742
Email: favff_tman@yahoo.com  

Joel sumrall
Santa Fe Fire & Rescue
16207 Bluebird St
Santa Fe, TX 77517-2142

Gulf Coast District
Phone: (409) 925-7331 
Fax: (409) 925-7330
Email: joelsumrall@gmail.com  

ems CommiTTee

Bill Gardner
Leander FD
PO Box 319
Leander, TX 78646-0319

Central Texas District
Phone: (512) 528-1664 
Email: bgardner@sffma.org  

Timothy mantey
Rocky Creek FD
9771 Longpoint Rd
Burton, TX 77835-5637

Central Texas District
Phone: (903) 399-0049 
Fax: (936) 825-2435
Email: tim.mantey@blubell.com  

Cary roccaforte
Brazos County Pct #3 VFD
2121 Nuches Ln
Bryan, TX 77803-1986

Central Texas District
Phone: (979) 776-6430 
Fax: (979) 776-0408
Email: croccaforte@pct3vfd.com 

Daniel Williams
Brazos County Pct #4 FD
5601Caroline Dr. 
Bryan, TX 77807-7809

Central Texas District
Phone: (979) 775-0194 
Fax: (979) 775-0123
  

Forrest Wood
TEEX-ESTI
3903 Oak Bend Dr
Bryan, TX 77802-4722

Central Texas District
Phone: (979) 458-6800 
Fax: (979) 845-3827

Gerald Weniger
Seguin FD
PO Box 215
Seguin, TX 78156-0215

Guadalupe District
Phone: (830) 401-2310 
Fax: (830) 401-2322
Email: gweniger@satx.rr.com  

Clemente sanchez
Sinton FD
PO Box 652
Sinton, TX 78387-0652

south Central District
Phone: (361) 364-2381 
Fax: (361) 364-3781
Email: csanchez1123@sbcglobal.net  

Jason Delattre
Edinburg FD
206 Beverly Hills Ln
Edinburg, TX 78542-4389

rio Grande valley District
Phone: (956) 383-7691 
Fax: (956) 383-7111
Email: 
jasondelattre@edinburgems.com  

Timothy smith
West Carlisle FD
PO Box 98044
Lubbock, TX 79499-8044

Chairman/ Panhandle District
Phone: (806) 797-0412 
Fax: (806) 797-0514
Email: smith@door.net  

Quint mantey
Rocky Creek FD
9771 Longpoint Rd
Burton, TX 77835-5637

Central Texas District
Phone: (903) 399-0049  
Fax: (936) 825-2435
Email: quintmantey2006@yahoo.com
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Gabi Glass
SFFMA
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

Thomas Bledsoe
SFFMA Past President (1987)
Gilmer FD
2596 Bob O Link Rd
Gilmer, TX 75645-7340

Past President liaison
Phone: (903) 843-3225 
Fax: (903) 843-3251
Email: pegbleds@aol.com  

shawn snider
SFFMA Past President (2009)
Edinburg FD
PO Box 1079
Edinburg, TX 78540-1079

Past President liaison
Phone: (956) 383-7691 
Fax: (956) 289-1853
Email: 
ssnider@cityofedinburg.com  

staff liaison
Phone: (512) 454-3473 
Fax: (512) 453-1876
Email: gglass@sffma.org  

Chris Barron
SFFMA
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

FinanCe CommiTTee
allen scopel
Rosenberg FD
3814 Marilyn St
Rosenberg, TX 77471-5349

Chairman/ Tri-rivers District
Phone: (281) 238-9603
Fax: (281) 238-9603
Email: ajscopel@att.net  

Patrick hlavaty
SFFMA Past President (1997)
El Campo FD
2012 Wilson Rd
El Campo, TX 77437-9500

vice Chairman/
Past President liaison
Phone: (979) 543-0341 
Email: pat.helen@sbcglobal.net  

rayford Gibson
Tatum FD
PO Box 774
Tatum, TX 75691-0774

secretary
Phone: (979) 229-8134 
Fax: (903) 947-2217
Email: rgibson@sffma.org  

earl Whitmore
Rockdale FD
1211 Zana Ln
Rockdale, TX 76567-2751

Central Texas District
Phone: (512) 446-2983
Email: ew_smokeeater25@
hotmail.com 

Kent Watts
SFFMA Past President (2010)
Southeast Caldwell County VFD
303 E Bowie St
Luling, TX 78648-2905

Guadalupe District
Phone: (830) 875-9239 
Fax: (830) 875-9239
Email: kwatts51@yahoo.com

herbert Willich
PO Box 681
Elsa, TX 78543-0681

rio Grande valley District
Phone: (956) 262-5250 
Email: willichelsa@aol.com  

Tommy anderson
SFFMA Past President (2003)
Santa Fe Fire/ Rescue
12150 14th St
Santa Fe, TX 77510-2140

Gulf Coast District
Phone: (409) 925-7331 
Fax: (409) 925-7330
Email: fdchief700@comcast.net  

richard van Winkle
Alvarado FD
PO Box 296
Alvarado, TX 76009-0296

north Texas District
Phone: (817) 790-8884 
Fax: (817) 783-6505
Email: 
vanwinkler@cityofalvarado.org  

Thomas smead
Vernon Fire/EMS
2738 Oaklawn Dr
Vernon, TX 76384-6417

red river District
Phone: (940) 553-1782 
Fax: (940) 552-2293
Email: ksmead@vernontx.gov  

Brent allen
Ballinger FD
PO Box 227
Ballinger, TX 76821-0227

hill Country District
Phone: (325) 365-5137
FaxL (325) 365-5612 
Email: ballen@ballingerfd.com  

Jerry rust
Val Verde County Rural VFD
PO Box 421314
Del Rio, TX 78842-1314

Wintergarden District
Phone: (830) 774-7640 
Fax: (830) 774-7686

Jack King
SFFMA Past President (1981)
661-B FM 2550 Rd
Huntsville, TX 77320-1972

Past President liaison
Phone: (936) 295-2081 
Email: ajackking@aol.com  

michael looney
SFFMA Past President (2001)
1110 Danbury Dr
Mansfield, TX 76063-6612

Past President liaison
Phone: (817) 399-4303 
Fax: (817) 399-4343
Email: hiwaytoons@hotmail.com  

shawn snider
SFFMA Past President (2009)
Edinburg FD
PO Box 1079
Edinburg, TX 78540-1079

Past President liaison
Phone: (956) 383-7691 
Fax: (956) 289-1853
Email: 
ssnider@cityofedinburg.com  

Kyle stephens
SFFMA Past President (2007)
Decatur FD
PO Box 331
Decatur, TX 76234-0331

Past President liaison
Phone: (940) 627-3199 
Fax: (940) 627-6014
Email: kstephenstt79@yahoo.com 

executive Director
Phone: (512) 454-3473 
Fax: (512) 453-1876
Email: cbarron@sffma.org  

Wayland Price
Itasca FD
403 N King St
Itasca, TX 76055-2225

north Texas District
Phone: (254) 687-2201
Fax: (254) 687-9058  
Email: wjprice1800@hotmail.com  

Thomas Jones
Madisonville VFD
921 E Main St
Madisonville, TX 77864-2113

east Texas District
Phone: (936) 348-3317 
Fax: (936) 349-0149
Email: thom.jones@sbcglobal.net

Bert hill 
Mathis FD
411 E San Patricio Ave
Mathis, TX 78368-2351

south Central District
Phone: (361) 547-2121 
Email: dbhill17@yahoo.com

Jim Philp 
Lumberton Fire & EMS
7866 Walnut Dr
Lumberton, TX 77657-8995

east Texas District
Phone: (409) 284-6212
Fax: (409) 751-6237
Email: 
jphilp@lumbertonfirerescue.org 

exhiBiTs CommiTTee ConTinueD
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Tire safety is a serious concern among public 
safety personnel.  As tires age the rubber 
breaks down, making the tire susceptible to 
destruction. The tire industry recognizes 6 
years as an important timeline for tire aging.  
Although some tires are manufactured with 
anti-aging materials and will look new with 
good treads, the tires will be over-aged and 
the tire may come apart while driving the 
vehicle down the road. The British Rubber 
Manufacturers’ Association, several European 
vehicle manufacturers, and some American 
vehicle manufacturers are concerned about 
tire aging.  

How do I tell how old my fire truck tires are?  
By law, every tire has to have a DOT serial 
number.  The last four digits of the serial 
number will give you the age of the tire.  

An example: 

DOT B6DF HBTX  2511     

- 25 Manufactured during the 25th week of the    
  year
- 11 Manufactured during 2011

Tire safety is more than just aging of the tires; 
the proper inflation and rotation should be 
maintained.  Consult your tire manufacturer’s 
manual on the proper maintenance of your 
tires. 

Look at your station apparatus.  Do you 
have trailers and fire apparatus just sitting 
in the bay or outside of your station, are the 
tires dates inspected?  Find a spot on your 
maintenance logs and place the tire dates in 
the log.

Remember, everyone comes home safe!

By Roy C. Mercer
Director of Training, Education and Safety
VFIS of Texas

Courtesy of the Rosenberg Fire Department 

A large part of a responder’s role is focused on 
continually refining capabilities, improving programs, 
and becoming more effective in response.  The Texas 
Division of Emergency Management (TDEM) supports 
and administers programs to facilitate these response 
activities across the state.  Some of these programs 
include coordination of the reimbursement process 
for Texas Intrastate Fire Mutual Aid System (TIFMAS) 
and Fire Management Assistance Grants (FMAGs), 
providing guidance for issues such as mutual aid 
agreements and facilitating the First Responders 
Advisory Council (FRAC). The Fire Departments and the Firefighters of Texas 
are crucial members to our success.  TDEM and the State of Texas value your 
time, energy, and hard work to the success of all our programs. 

WilDFire reimBursemenTs
The 2011 wildfire season was devastating.  Two federal disaster declarations 
and over 50 FMAGs were issued by year end.  TDEM processed TIFMAS 
requests totaling over $8 million and continues to work on reimbursements 
for response to these wildfires.  Following an extremely busy year, TDEM, with 
statewide assistance, is working to streamline the reimbursement process to 
create a better, simplified, reimbursement system.  
In July of this year, representatives from several state agencies met to create 
a reimbursement package that is standardized across jurisdictions, agencies 
and organizations.   Participants discussed existing forms, reviewed FEMA 
requirements and shared best practices.  This standardized package includes 
all of the reimbursement forms needed to apply for funding as well as clearly 
outlining the documentation needed to backup required reimbursement 
forms.  This will create a universal system and reduce needed documentation.  
Several state agencies have been asked to adopt this improved state 
reimbursement package.  

muTual aiD aGreemenTs
There are often questions regarding the Statewide Mutual Aid Agreement 
and local mutual aid agreements.  Statewide Mutual Aid is currently in place.  
If the agreement is oral, a written agreement should be implemented before 
reimbursement.  If a local mutual aid agreement is in place, the reimbursement 
process must be consistent and follow agreement requirements as FEMA 
requires strong documentation. For further guidance please refer to http://
www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/SOTWDocs/GV/htm/GV.418.htm Subchapter E-1.

FirsT resPonDer’s aDvisory CounCil (FraC) uPDaTe
FRAC is currently developing a statewide credentialing program.  As a 
subcommittee of FRAC, the Statewide Credentialing Committee has met 
several times in 2012 to create a state identification card for responders that will 
include the components of the National Incident Management System (NIMS) 
credentialing program.  Numerous state licensing agencies have been involved 
in the process.  The committee is currently pursuing funding to conduct a pilot 
study.  
Effective emergency response is based on relationships.  Creation of a cohesive 
process of supporting responders and jurisdictions is one of TDEM’s prime 
objectives.  TDEM partnership with these response agencies is a key factor that 
makes Texas a leader in response.  
For more information please visit our Website at:  http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/dem/
index.htm or contact your local District Coordinator:  http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/
dem/FieldResponse/DistCoordMap.pdf.

teXas DIVIsIon of eMerGenCy 
ManaGeMent

articles

tIre safety

The first responder community in Texas has a long-standing tradition 
of excellent service to its citizens.  TDem would like to thank you for 
everything you do as first responders to the citizens of the state of Texas.  
your service is greatly appreciated.  
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richard van Winkle
Alvarado FD
PO Box 296
Alvarado, TX 76009-0296

FireFiGhTer/ ems resPonDer oF The 
year CommiTTee

Barbara marzean
VFIS of Texas
3420 Executive Center Dr 
Ste 301
Austin, TX 78731-1626

Co-Chairwoman
Phone: (512) 448-9928 
Fax: (512) 448-9929
Email: bmarzean@vfistx.com  

matthew Cornell
Pecan Grove FD
1940 Melody Ln
Richmond, TX 77406-2412

Tri-rivers District
Phone: (281) 341-6677 
Fax: (281) 342-0431
Email: 
cornemat@co.fort-bend.tx.us  

anthony Cargile
Santa Fe Fire & Rescue
4712 Scott St
Santa Fe, TX 77517-3314

Gulf Coast District
Phone: (409) 978-2554 
Fax: (409) 925-7330

north Texas District
Phone: (817) 790-8884 
Fax: (817) 783-6505
Email: vanwinkler@cityofal-
varado.org

Fire marshal CommiTTee
mike montgomery
Harris County Fire Marshal's 
Office
2318 Atascocita Rd
Humble, TX 77396-3503

Chairman/ Gulf Coast District
Phone: (281) 436-8000  
Fax: (281) 436-8025
Email: Mike_Montgomery@
itc.co.harris.tx.us  

Gerald Burnett
Brazos County Pct #3 VFD
PO Box 1665
Bryan, TX 77806-1665

Central Texas District
Phone: (979) 776-6430 
Fax: (979) 776-0408
Email: gburnett@pct3vfd.com  

Paul lesak
Ganado FD
PO Box 322
Ganado, TX 77962-0322

Guadalupe District
Phone: (361) 771-2691
Email: pelesak@ykc.com     

George Tullgren
Deer Park VFD
602 Kingston Ct
Deer Park, TX 77536-6126

Gulf Coast District
Phone: (281) 478-7281 
Fax: (281) 478-7289
Email: getullgren@att.net

edward Walsh
Watauga Fire/EMS
806 Clover Ln
Keller, TX 76248-2426

north Texas District
Phone: (817) 514-5870 
Fax: (817) 428-0268
Email: edward.walsh@mavs.uta.edu

Jackson Bennett
Decatur FD
PO Box 275
Decatur, TX 76234-0275

red river District
Phone: (940) 627-1187 
Fax: (940) 627-8809
Email: dbennett@decaturfd.com  

David Wade
Deer Park VFD
3018 Eileen St
Deer Park, TX 77536-5022

Fire museum BoarD
Charles Gee
Jasper FD
905 Richardson Dr
Jasper, TX 75951-2809

east Texas District
Phone: (409) 383-6168 
Fax: (409) 384-5437
Email: chargincharlie42@hotmail.com  

Dennis Gifford
Lumberton Fire & EMS
115 Candlewick Dr
Lumberton, TX 77657-7291

east Texas District
Phone: (409) 755-6031 
Fax: (409) 751-6237
Email: dennismgifford@aol.com  

Cecily varner
Mauriceville FD
PO Box 1376
Mauriceville, TX 77626-1376

east Texas District
Phone: (409) 745-1636 
Fax: (409) 745-3946
Email: wildfire2@pnx.com  

executive Board liaison
Phone: (281) 478-7281 
Fax: (281) 478-7289
Email: dwade@sffma.org  

robert Welborn    Past President liaison
SFFMA Past President (2005)    Phone: (409) 790-1178
Silsbee FD    Fax: (409) 385-4761
505 Winters St    Email: BnSWelborn@aol.com
Silsbee, TX  77656-5033    

Ben Kennedy
TEEX-ESTI
PO Box 11859
College Station, TX 77842-1859

Co-Chairman
Phone: (979) 229-1263 
Fax: (979) 845-3827
Email: bkennedy@sffma.org    

harvie Cheshire
Madison County Fire 
Marshal’s Office 
1100 Merry Oaks Drive
College Station, TX 77840-2607

Teex representative
Phone: (979) 862-7440  
Fax: (979) 458-0649
Email: harvie.cheshire@
teex.tamu.edu

Barbara marzean
VFIS of Texas
3420 Executive Center Dr Ste 301
Austin, TX 78731-1626

liaison
Phone: (512) 448-9928 
Fax: (512) 448-9929
Email: bmarzean@vfistx.com  

GolF TournamenT CommiTTee

Brian scheffer
Brenham FD
5315 FM 1457
Round Top, TX 78954-5017

Co-Chairman/ Central Texas 
Phone: (979) 337-7300 
Fax: (979) 337-7311
Email: bscheffer@ci.brenham.tx.us  

roy mercer
VFIS of Texas
2118 Enchanted Oaks Ln
Rosenberg, TX 77471-7105

Co-Chairman/
Tri-rivers District
Phone: (281) 341-5023 
Email: rmercer@vfistx.com  

lang Flisowski
Central Texas District
Brenham FD
3771 Wieghat Ln
Brenham, TX 77833-8649

Central Texas District
Phone: (979) 337-7300 
Fax: (979) 337-7311
Email: spankylang@hotmail.com  

Brian Janes
Latium Wesley Greenvine FD
9804 N FM 2502
Brenham, TX 77833-1595

Central Texas District
Phone: (979) 836-6946 
Email: brianpjt@yahoo.com  

Gregory nienstedt
Brenham FD
601 Farmers Rd
Brenham, TX 77833-1695

Central Texas District
Phone: (979) 337-7300 
Fax: (979) 337-7311
Email: gnienstedt@cityofbrenham.org
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Deloss edwards
SFFMA Past President (1995)
4733 Catclaw Dr
Abilene, TX 79606-3217

John schulze
Brenham FD
708 E Sixth St
Brenham, TX 77833-4665

Central Texas District
Phone: (979) 337-7300 
Fax: (979) 337-7311
Email: smokerjs@yahoo.com  

lloyd Klatt
673 Lakeview Ln
El Campo, TX 77437-2090

Guadalupe District
Phone: (979) 543-3335 
Fax: (979) 541-5062
Email: tightline@warpspeed1.net  

Danny Cox
Rockport FD
PO Box 2061
Fulton, TX 78358-2061

south Central District
Phone: (361) 729-5392 
Fax: (361) 729-1268        
Email: dumptruck161@yahoo.com

   
Barry Barnett
Arp FD
17916 County Road 2142
Troup, TX 75789-3725

northeast Texas District
Phone: (903) 859-5232
Email: bbarn01@hotmail.com

William norris
Friberg-Cooper VFD
7496 Cooper Rd
Wichita Falls, TX 76305-6400

red river District
Phone: (940) 447-1664 
Email: wnorrisiii@yahoo.com 

Paul hamilton
Hereford FD
PO Box 364
Bushland, TX 79012-0364

Panhandle District 
Phone: (806) 364-7311 
Fax: (806) 276-5265
Email: phamilton@sffma.org  

Thomas Bledsoe
SFFMA Past President (1987)
Gilmer FD
2596 Bob O Link Rd
Gilmer, TX 75645-7340

Past President liaison 
Phone: (903) 843-3225 
Fax: (903) 843-3251
Email: pegbleds@aol.com  

Past President liaison
Phone: (325) 695-5133 
Email: deloss36@hotmail.com  

Texas inDusTrial emerGenCy
serviCes BoarD
rick Deel
Lubrizol Corporation 
- Deer Park
PO Box 158
Deer Park, TX 77536-0158

Chairman/ sloT 03
Phone: (832) 260-7852 
Fax: (832) 260-7852
Email: rick.deel@lubrizol.com  

Terry Boyett
Chevron Phillips Chemical Co
9500 East Fwy
Baytown, TX 77521-8155

vice Chairman/ sloT 02
Phone: (281) 421-6232 
Fax: (281) 421-6444
Email: boyette@cpchem.com  

Brett steed
Enterprise Products 
Operating LP - EPCO
4227 Decker Dr
Baytown, TX 77520

sloT 01
Phone: (281) 424-6860
Fax: (281) 887-7085
Email: bsteed@eprod.com 

randy Parkison
Latium Wesley Greenvine FD
7550 FM 2502
Brenham, TX 77833-7616

Central Texas District
Phone: (979) 836-6946 
Email: lwg.9001@yahoo.com  

Keith russell
Eastman Chemical Co
PO Box 7444
Longview, TX 75607-7444

sloT 04
Phone: (903) 237-6689 
Fax: (903) 237-6678
Email: krussell@eastman.com  

Todd Johnson
SWS Environmental Services 
414 FM 1103
Cibolo, TX 78108-3533

sloT 05
Phone: (210) 566-8366 
Fax: (210) 566-6247
Email: todd.johnson@
swsenvironmental.com

Chuck richardson
Phillips 66 Company
PO Box 866
Sweeny, TX 77480-0866

sloT 07
Phone: (979) 491-2034 
Fax: (979) 491-2241
Email: chuck.richardson@
conocophillips.com  

Corky mcCool 
Valero Refining - Three Rivers
PO Box 490
Three Rivers, TX 78071-0490

sloT 06
Phone: (361) 786-8260
Fax: (361) 786-2383
Email: corky.mccool@valero.com

Gerald sherman
Lyondell/Equistar
8280 Sheldon Rd
Channelview, TX 77530

sloT 08
Phone: (281) 860-1363
Email: gerald.sherman@
lyondellbassell.com 

Paul hannemann
Fredericksburg FD
708 W Austin St
Fredericksburg, TX 78624-2502

sloT 09
Phone: (830) 997-5603
Fax: (830) 997-3918
Email: phannemann@
tfs.tamu.edu

Geoffrey atwood
Refinery Terminal Fire 
Company
PO Box 4162
Corpus Christi, TX 78469-4162

sloT 10
Phone: (361) 885-7107 
Fax: (361) 241-4568
Email: gatwood@rtfc.org

rodney Kovalcik
ExxonMobil Company
5000 Bayway Dr
Baytown, TX 77520-2123

sloT 11
Phone: (281) 834-4006 
Fax: (281) 834-4024
Email: rodney.r.kovalcik@
exxonmobil.com

James Pursell
Valero Energy Corporation
PO Box 696000
San Antonio, TX 78269-6000

sloT 12
Phone: (210) 345-3054 
Fax: (210) 370-4716
Email: james.pursell@valero.com  

lee Kaderli
ExxonMobil Chemical Co -
MBPP
PO Box 1653
Mont Belvieu, TX 77580-1653

sloT 16
Phone: (281) 834-9417 
Fax: (281) 834-9674
Email: lee.r.kaderli@exxonmobil.com 

David Cave
CITGO Refining and Chem Co
1801 Nueces Bay Blvd
Corpus Christi, TX 78407-2221

sloT 13
Phone: (361) 844-5241 
Fax: (361) 844-5113
Email: dcave@citgo.com  

vacant   sloT 15

vacant   sloT 15



Texas Firemen The magazine for Emergency Professionals48 October 2012

Kevin Creamer
SFFMA
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

Jeff hoffstadt
Enterprise Products 
Operating LP; Texas Region ERT
10647 Gulfdale St
San Antonio, TX 78216-3604

sloT 18
Phone: (210) 528-3252 
Fax: (210) 528-4232
Email: jhoffstadt@epco.com  

Kent Delaney
12719 4th 1/2 St
Santa Fe, TX 77510-8031

sloT 19
Phone: (409) 925-7331 
Fax: (409) 925-7330

robert moore
TEEX-ESTI
PO Box 40006
College Station, TX 77842-4006

sloT 20
Phone: (979) 862-4469 
Fax: (979) 845-3827
Email: robert.moore@
teex.tamu.edu 

Chris Barron
SFFMA
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

executive Director
Phone: (512) 454-3473 
Fax: (512) 453-1876
Email: cbarron@sffma.org  

staff liaison
Phone: (512) 454-3473 
Fax: (512) 453-1876
Email: kcreamer@sffma.org  

inTernaTional memBer CommiTTee
ian moscoso
Cloverleaf VFD
PO Box 96701
Houston, TX 77213-6701

rosendo Garcia
TEEX-ESTI
6215 Guyler St
Wallis, TX 77485-9495

Central Texas District
Phone: (979) 458-6800 
Fax: (979) 845-3827
Email: rosendo.garcia@
teex.tamu.edu 

rene alaniz
McAllen FD
PO Box 220
McAllen, TX 78505-0220

rio Grande valley District
Phone: (956) 972-7500 
Fax: (956) 682-0377
Email: ralaniz@mcallen.net  

Juan Gloria
Edinburg FD
3312 Aceves
Edinburg, TX 78541-6284

rio Grande valley District
Phone: (956) 383-7691 
Fax: (956) 383-7111

Chairman/ Gulf Coast District
Phone: (713) 453-1811 
Fax: (713) 455-9976
Email: ianmoscoso@hotmail.com  
   

Diana Cardona
SFFMA
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

staff liaison
Phone: (512) 454-3473 
Fax: (512) 453-1876
Email: dcardona@sffma.org  

elva martinez
SFFMA
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

staff liaison
Phone: (512) 454-3473 
Fax: (512) 453-1876
Email: emartinez@sffma.org  

memorial CommiTTee
Ben Kennedy
TEEX-ESTI
PO Box 11859
College Station, TX 77842-1859

Co-Chairman/ Chaplain
Phone: (979) 229-1263 
Fax: (979) 845-3827
Email: bkennedy@sffma.org  

henry Perry
Bastrop FD
PO Box 88
Bastrop, TX 78602-0088

Co-Chairman/ 4th vP
Phone: (512) 321-5550 
Fax: (512) 321-1315
Email: hperry@sffma.org  

Dave snell
Luminant - Corporate Office
500 N Akard St Ste 10-115C
Dallas, TX 75201-3302

sloT 17
Phone: (214) 875-8670 
Fax: (214) 875-8636
Email: wsnell1@txu.com  

Texas inDusTrial emerGenCy
serviCes BoarD ConTinueD

shawn snider
SFFMA Past President (2009)
Edinburg FD
PO Box 1079
Edinburg, TX 78540-1079

Past President liaison
Phone: (956) 383-7691 
Fax: (956) 289-1853
Email: ssnider@cityofedinburg.com  

Kerry rodriguez
200 E Brazoswood Dr 
Apt 2507
Clute, TX 77531-3539

auxiliary President
Phone: (817) 223-3411
Email: texasfirewife@yahoo.com  

Dixie Whitmore
TFA
1211 Zana Ln
Rockdale, TX 76567-2751

auxiliary Chaplain
Phone: (512) 446-2983
Email: msmusic71@hotmail.com  

ernest reesing, Jr. 
SFFMA Past President (1988)
Marathon VFD
20 Branch Rd
Alpine, TX 79830-1015

Past President liaison
Phone: (432) 386-2299 
Email: ernest.reesing@teex.
tamu.edu  

Patrick hlavaty
SFFMA Past President (1997)
El Campo FD
2012 Wilson Rd
El Campo, TX 77437-9500

Past President liaison
Phone: (979) 543-0341
Email: pat.helen@sbcglobal.net  

anthony Cargile
Santa Fe Fire & Rescue
4712 Scott St
Santa Fe, TX 77517-3314

member
Phone: (409) 978-2554 
Fax: (409) 925-7330

David Wade
Deer Park VFD
3018 Eileen St
Deer Park, TX 77536-5022

executive Board liaison
Phone: (281) 478-7281
Fax: (281) 478-7289
Email: dwade@sffma.org  

naTional volunTeer Fire CounCil
Patrick hlavaty
SFFMA Past President (1997)
El Campo FD
2012 Wilson Rd
El Campo, TX 77437-9500

state Director
Phone: (979) 543-0341
Email: pat.helen@sbcglobal.net  

Dallas renfrew
SFFMA Past President (2000)
1595 Nuclear Science Rd
College Station, TX 77843-0001

alternate state Director
Phone: (979) 458-6800 
Fax: (979) 845-3827
Email: Dallas.Renfrew@teex.tamu.edu



international@sffma.org
001.512.454.3473 X906

EQUIPO DE INTERVENCIÓN RÁPIDA 
RESCATE DE CUERDAS/REPELLING
MATERIALES PELIGROSOS
ENTRADA FORZADA

Cuota de Registro: $150.00

2013 CONFERENCIA 
INTERNACIONAL  

HOTEL 
EMBASSY SUITES MCALLEN

1800 SOUTH SECOND STREET
MCALLEN, TX – 78503

Incluye certificado, crédito hacia certificación SFFMA, y entrenamiento 
practico/transportación de hotel a sitios de entrenamiento/recepción 
de bienvenida
 

$84 + 13% impuesto - King room/ 2 camas dobles
Incluye desayuno, y recepción diaria (aperitivos y bebidas)

Para reservaciones, por favor llamar al  800.939.9299 y hacer 
reservación usando Codigo de grupo: CON

Para obtener el descuento favor de reservar antes del 2 de 
enero del 2013.

1 6 - 1 9  D E  E N E R O  D E L  2 0 1 3
M C A L L E N , T X

cordialmente lo  invita a formar parte de nuestra conferencia anual y 
tomar cursos este próximo  16 - 19 de enero del 2013 en McAllen, Texas.

STATE FIREMEN’S AND FIRE MARSHALS’ ASSOCIATION OF TEXAS

Cursos: PARA MAS INFORMACIÓN VISITE:
www.sffma.org/international
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Billy haynes Past President 1973
PO Box 840 Phone: (936) 328-3121
Livingston, TX  77351-0014 

Bob o’Burke Past President 1977
206 McMurry Ave Phone: (972) 298-3291
Duncanville, TX  75116-3314 Email: bobdotoburke@sbcglobal.net

Jack King Past President 1981
661-B FM 2550 Rd Phone: (936) 295-2081
Huntsville, TX  77320-1972 Email: ajackking@aol.com

ray Williamson Past President 1984
320 E Milam St Phone: (979) 532-2111
Wharton, TX  77488-5024 

Bob looney Past President 1986
220 Juniper St Phone: (817) 473-1182
Mansfield, TX  76063-1815 Email: palintex@yahoo.com

Thomas Bledsoe Past President 1987
Gilmer FD Phone: (903) 843-3225
2596 Bob O Link Rd Fax: (903) 843-3251
Gilmer, TX  75645-7340 Email: pegbleds@aol.com 

ernest reesing, Jr. Past President 1988
Marathon VFD Phone: (432) 386-2299
20 Branch Rd Email: ernest.reesing@teex.tamu.edu
Alpine, TX  79830-1015 

Gerald matheaus Past President 1989
2226 Ripple Creek  Phone: (281) 232-6871
Rosenberg, TX  77471-5429  Email: fire_2@sbcglobal.net

Billy mize Past President 1991
Burkburnett FD Phone: (940) 322-5281
808 Easy St  Fax: (940) 569-4192
Burkburnett, TX  76354-2617 Email: bmize@nortexrpc.org

J. e. eckert, iii Past President 1992
1101 Lake Shore Dr Phone: (920) 319-6116
Beaver Dam, WI 53916-1239 Email: jee_eee@swbell.net

Donald hoffman Past President 1993
PO Box 1747 Phone: (979) 836-9473
Brenham, TX  77834-1747 Fax: (979) 830-7144
 Email: don.hoffman@sbcglobal.net

Deloss edwards Past President 1995
4733 Catclaw Dr  Phone: (325) 695-5133
Abilene, TX  79606-3217 Email: deloss36@hotmail.com

Patrick hlavaty Past President 1997
El Campo FD Phone: (979) 543-0341
2012 Wilson Rd Email: pat.helen@sbcglobal.net
El Campo, TX  77437-9500  

Terry mayfield Past President 1999
Seguin FD Phone: (830) 401-2310
18156 S State Highway 123  Fax: (830) 401-2322
Seguin, TX  78155-0845 Email: tntmayfield@yahoo.com

Dallas renfrew Past President 2000
1595 Nuclear Science Rd. Phone:  (979) 458-6800
College Station, TX 77843-0001 Fax: (979) 845-3827
 Email: Dallas.Renfrew@teex.tamu.edu 
 

PasT PresiDenTs oF The 
assoCiaTion

michael looney Past President 2001
1110 Danbury Dr  Phone: (817) 399-4303
Mansfield, TX  76063-6612  Fax: (817) 399-4343
 Email: hiwaytoons@hotmail.com

richard harmon Past President 2002
Cameron Gardens FD Phone: (940) 767-7557
1841 FM 171 Email: rm.harmon@hotmail.com
Wichita Falls, TX  76305-6909  

Tommy anderson Past President 2003
Santa Fe Fire/ Rescue Phone: (409) 925-7331
12150 14th St  Fax: (409) 925-7330
Santa Fe, TX  77510-2140  Email: fdchief700@comcast.net

David luedeke Past President 2004
Needville FD Phone: (281) 343-0071
PO Box 132  Fax: (979) 793-7255
Needville, TX  77461-0132 Email: chief700@consolidated.net

robert Welborn Past President 2005
Silsbee FD Phone: (409) 790-1178
505 Winters St Fax: (409) 385-4761
Silsbee, TX  77656-5033 Email: BnSWelborn@aol.com

Kyle stephens Past President 2007
Decatur FD Phone: (940) 627-3199
PO Box 331 Fax: (940) 627-6014
Decatur, TX  76234-0331 Email: kstephenstt79@yahoo.com

shawn snider Past President 2009
Edinburg FD Phone: (956) 383-7691 
PO Box 1079            Fax: (956) 289-1853
Edinburg, TX 78540-1079 Email: ssnider@cityofedinburg.com

Kent Watts Past President 2010
Southeast Caldwell County VFD   Phone: (830) 875-9239
303 E Bowie St            Fax: (830) 875-9239
Luling, TX 78648-2905           Email: kentwatts51@yahoo.com

Bryan rickert            Past President 2011
Carthage FD            Phone: (903) 693-4855
142 County Road 2791           Email: brickert@martinapparatus.com
Carthage, TX 75633-6150 

rex Klesel             Past President 2012
Alvin FD             Phone: (281) 331-7688
3537 County Road 326           Fax: (281) 331-9713 
Alvin, TX 77511-1564                    Email: rklesel@sffma.org 

Gary TilTon memorial Fire PrevenTion 
PosTer ConTesT CommiTTee

Carl Teaff
Sonora FD
211 E Mulberry St
Sonora, TX 76950-2403

Chairman/ hill Country 
Phone: (325) 387-2428 
Cell:  (325) 226-3471
Email: teaffoil@sonoratx.net  

Fred hart
DeSoto FD
211 E Pleasant Run Rd
Desoto, TX 75115-3901

Co-Chairman/ north Texas
Phone: (972) 230-9680 
Fax: (972) 230-5817
Email: fhart@ci.desoto.tx.us  

Kris Janes
Latium Wesley Greenvine FD
9804 N FM 2502
Brenham, TX 77833-1595

Central Texas District
Phone: (979) 836-6946 
Email: kojanes@yahoo.com  
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isidore moy
Floresville FD
776 US Highway 181 S # B
Floresville, TX 78114-5135

Guadalupe District
Phone: (830) 393-3105 
Fax: (830) 393-2056

elena sanchez
Sinton FD
PO Box 652
Sinton, TX 78387-0652

south Central District
Phone: (361) 364-2381 
Fax: (361) 364-3781
Email: esanchez1019@sbcglobal.net  

ruben lopez
Edinburg FD
319 Round Up Cir
Edinburg, TX 78539-6182

rio Grande valley District
Phone: (956) 383-7691 
Fax: (956) 383-7111
Email: rlopez@cityofedinburg.com  

Derek Brown
Richmond FD
406 Land Grant Dr
Richmond, TX 77406-2106

Gulf Coast District
Phone: (281) 232-6871 

Gerald roberson
Channelview FD
1304 Linda
Magnolia, AR 71753-2647

Gulf Coast District
Phone: (281) 452-5782 
Fax: (281) 452-2100
Email: gr0115@sbcglobal.net  

George Tullgren
Deer Park VFD
602 Kingston Ct
Deer Park, TX 77536-6126

Gulf Coast District
Phone: (281) 478-7281 
Fax: (281) 478-7289
Email: getullgren@att.net

Frankie smith
Madisonville VFD
107 W Turner St
Madisonville, TX 77864-3130

east Texas District
Phone: (936) 348-3317 
Fax: (936) 349-0149

nancy hall
Gilmer FD
1003 Antelope Rd
Gilmer, TX 75644-5155

northeast Texas District
Phone: (903) 843-3225 
Fax: (903) 843-3251
Email: fireball011465@yahoo.com  

Terry mayfield
SFFMA Past President (1999)
Seguin FD
18156 S State Highway 123
Seguin, TX 78155-0845

Past President liaison
Phone: (830) 401-2310 
Fax: (830) 401-2322
Email: tntmayfield@yahoo.com  

Billy mize
SFFMA Past President (1991)
Burkburnett FD
808 Easy St
Burkburnett, TX 76354-2617

Past President liaison
Phone: (940) 322-5281 
Fax: (940) 569-4192
Email: bmize@nortexrpc.org  

John mendoza
Cameron FD
715 E 10th St
Cameron, TX 76520-2729

Central Texas District
Phone: (254) 697-4702 
Fax: (254) 697-3040
Email: fdpdjohn@yahoo.com    

stanley morgan
Cameron FD
305 E 9th St
Cameron, TX 76520-2766

Central Texas District
Phone: (254) 697-4702 
Fax: (254) 697-3040

lloyd Klatt
673 Lakeview Ln
El Campo, TX 77437-2090

Tri-rivers District
Phone: (979) 543-3335 
Fax: (979) 541-5062
Email: tightline@warpspeed1.net  

Bob stulce
810 Hummingbird Ln
Mansfield, TX 76063-1517

north Texas District
Phone: (817) 276-4700
Fax: (817) 276-4787
Email: bstulce@juno.com

Billie smith
TFA
10216 County Road 6740
Lubbock, TX 79407-6218

ladies auxiliary liaison
Phone: (806) 789-8013
Email: billiesmithemtp126@gmail.com 

PumPer raCe CommiTTee
stephen Donnelly
Pearland FD
3913 Cedarwood Dr
Pearland, TX 77584-9248

overall Chairman
Phone: (281) 844-2442 
Fax: (281) 489-3348
Email: jsd3913@yahoo.com  

henry horelica
Cameron FD
1505 N Travis Ave
Cameron, TX 76520-1647

3-man Chairman
Phone: (254) 697-4702 
Fax: (254) 697-3040
Email: henry_horelica@yahoo.com  

Duane henry
Conroe FD
PO Box 433
Normangee, TX 77871-0433

6-man Chairman
Phone: (936) 396-9151
Email: duane777@usa.net  

Gary Williams
Pasadena FD
4302 Blind River Dr
Pasadena, TX 77504-3118

3 and 6 ladies Chairman
Phone: (713) 475-5554 
Fax: (713) 473-0524
Email: gary3473@att.net  

alvin Fail, iv
Cameron FD
2804 W 4th St
Cameron, TX 76520-3049

Central Texas District
Phone: (254) 697-4702 
Fax: (254) 697-3040

Cody horelica
Cameron FD
1505 N Travis Ave
Cameron, TX 76520-1647

Central Texas District
Phone: (254) 697-4702 
Fax: (254) 697-3040

vic einspahr
Beeville FD
PO Box 634
Beeville, TX 78104-0634

Guadalupe District
Phone: (361) 362-7609 
Fax: (361) 362-1637
Email: vicfire@sbcglobal.net  

Gerald Weniger
Seguin FD
PO Box 215
Seguin, TX 78156-0215

Guadalupe District
Phone: (830) 401-2310 
Fax: (830) 401-2322
Email: gweniger@satx.rr.com  

Barry Fuhrken
Bishop FD
400 E 2nd St
Bishop, TX 78343-2235

south Central District
Phone: (361) 584-6828 
Fax: (361) 584-6168
Email: bfuhrken@stx.rr.com  
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Gerald matheaus
SFFMA Past President (1989)
Richmond FD
2226 Ripple Creek Dr
Rosenberg, TX 77471-5429

David luedeke
SFFMA Past President (2004)
Needville FD
PO Box 132
Needville, TX 77461-0132

Past President liaison
Phone: (281) 343-0071 
Fax: (979) 793-7255
Email: chief700@consolidated.net  

Past President liaison
Phone: (281) 232-6871 
Email: fire_2@sbcglobal.net

serGeanT-aT-arms CommiTTee

robert Kleen
Blanket VFD
7800 County Road 329
Blanket, TX 76432-6318

Chairman/ Central Texas
Phone: (325) 748-3171 
Fax: (325) 748-3171
Email: rekles@earthlink.net  

roy Crouch
Hearne FD
202 W Davis St
Hearne, TX 77859-2825

Central Texas District
Phone: (979) 279-5411 
Fax: (979) 279-5411
Email: sandracrouch11@yahoo.com  

edwin Baker
Stockdale FD
602 S 7th St
Stockdale, TX 78160-6031

Guadalupe District
Phone: (830) 996-1383 
Fax: (830) 996-1366
Email: chiefsfd4100@gmail.com  

Jason scheel
La Vernia FD
12235 US Highway 87 W
La Vernia, TX 78121-5862

Guadalupe District
Phone: (830) 779-2438 
Fax: (830) 779-1729
Email: lvchief3100@yahoo.com  

matthew Cornell
Pecan Grove FD
1940 Melody Ln
Richmond, TX 77406-2412

Tri-rivers District
Phone: (281) 341-6677 
Fax: (281) 342-0431
Email: cornemat@co.fort-bend.tx.us  

Paul shannon
Wharton FD
1206 Crestmont St
Wharton, TX 77488-3404

Tri-rivers District
Phone: (979) 532-4811 x601 
Fax: (979) 282-2199
Email: paul.shannon@co.wharton.tx.us   

Tomas sanchez
Odem FD
PO Box 273
Sinton, TX 78387-0273

south Central District
Phone: (361) 368-2831 
Fax: (361) 368-4100
Email: tfirebone@yahoo.com  

Glenn Johnson
Center FD
PO Box 291
Center, TX 75935-0291

east Texas District
northeast Texas District
Phone: (936) 598-3288 
Email: rgj410@yahoo.com  

roman Flores
San Juan FD
PO Box 1502
San Juan, TX 78589-1502

rio Grande valley District
Phone: (956) 702-6400 
Fax: (956) 783-3441
Email: rcflores1@yahoo.com  

Pam maples
TFA
3400 Stevenwood Ln
Alvin, TX 77511-7023

ladies auxiliary liaison
Phone: (713) 594-2787
Email: momonthego@swbell.net

Gerardo Gomez
Alamo FD
PO Box 871
Alamo, TX 78516-0871

rio Grande valley District
Phone: (956) 787-5787 
Email: Ltlstrait@yahoo.com  

anthony Cargile
Santa Fe Fire & Rescue
4712 Scott St
Santa Fe, TX 77517-3314

Gulf Coast District
Phone: (409) 978-2554 
Fax: (409) 925-7330

elton Thornell
Brookside Village VFD
5706 W Broadway Apt 7
Pearland, TX 77581-7846

Gulf Coast District
Phone: (281) 485-3088 
Fax: (281) 485-9551

Daniel hernandez
Lumberton Fire & EMS
8558 Ash St
Lumberton, TX 77657-8927

east Texas District
Phone: (409) 755-6031 
Fax: (409) 751-6237
Email: dhernandez@ohmstede.net  

David andrusick
Center FD
220 James St
Center, TX 75935-3243   

northeast Texas District
Phone: (936) 598-3288 
Email: fandrusick@yahoo.com  

Terry Cox
500 McKown Dr
Mansfield, TX 76063-2124

north Texas District
Phone: (817) 276-4700
Fax: (817) 276-4787
Email: papawchamp@att.net  

Derek Thayer
Cameron Gardens FD
3351 River Rd
Wichita Falls, TX 76305-7267

red river District
Phone: (940) 767-7557 
Emai: thayerddt@aol.com

richard harmon
SFFMA Past President (2002)
Cameron Gardens FD
1841 FM 171
Wichita Falls, TX 76305-6909

Past President liaison
Phone: (940) 767-7557 
Email: rm.harmon@hotmail.com  

robert Welborn                            Past President liaison
SFFMA Past President (2005)    Phone: (409) 790-1178
Silsbee FD                                       Fax: (409) 385-4761
505 Winters St                               Email: BnSWelborn@aol.com
Silsbee, TX  77656-5033              

siTe seleCTion CommiTTee
David Wade
Deer Park VFD
3018 Eileen St
Deer Park, TX 77536-5022

President
Phone: (281) 478-7281
Fax: (281) 478-7289
Email: dwade@sffma.org  

Paul hamilton
Hereford FD
PO Box 364
Bushland, TX 79012-0364

3rd vice President
Phone: (806) 364-7311
Fax: (806) 276-5265
Email: phamilton@sffma.org  

Jack King
SFFMA Past President (1981)
661-B FM 2550 Rd
Huntsville, TX 77320-1972

Past President liaison
Phone: (936) 295-2081 
Email: ajackking@aol.com  

PumPer raCe CommiTTee ConTinueD
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Gabi Glass
SFFMA
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

Chris Barron
SFFMA
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

executive Director
Phone: (512) 454-3473 
Fax: (512) 453-1876
Email: cbarron@sffma.org  

staff liaison
Phone: (512) 454-3473 
Fax: (512) 453-1876
Email: gglass@sffma.org  

T*FlaG aDvisory GrouP 

Dave snell
Luminant - Corporate Office
500 N Akard St Ste 10-115C
Dallas, TX 75201-3302

industrial representative
Phone: (214) 875-8670 
Fax: (214) 875-8636
Email: wsnell1@txu.com  

ronnie sexton
Thorndale FD
3705 del Norte Blvd
Temple, TX 76502-1616

Central Texas District
Phone: (512) 431-1024 
Email: wgoldwing04@hot.rr.com

edwin Baker
Stockdale FD
602 S 7th St
Stockdale, TX 78160-6031

Guadalupe District
Phone: (830) 996-1383 
Fax: (830) 996-1366
Email: chiefsfd4100@gmail.com  

John Jandt
Seguin FD
1726 W Court St
Seguin, TX 78155-3102

Guadalupe District
Phone: (830) 401-2310 
Fax: (830) 401-2322
Email: jjandt945@sbcglobal.net  

Don mcFarland
McQueeney FD
PO Box 1246
Seguin, TX 78156-1246

Guadalupe District
Phone: (210) 362-5296 
Fax: (210) 662-9887
Email: Don.McFarland@gmail.com  

Barry Fuhrken
Bishop FD
400 E 2nd St
Bishop, TX 78343-2235

south Central District
Phone: (361) 584-6828 
Fax: (361) 584-6168
Email: bfuhrken@stx.rr.com  

r.J. Thomas
Ingleside VFD
3190 Rebecca St
Ingleside, TX 78362-4649

south Central District
Phone: (361) 776-7422 
Fax: (361) 775-1186
Email: rjthomas@inglesidetx.gov  

Kyle stephens
SFFMA Past President (2007)
Decatur FD
PO Box 331
Decatur, TX 76234-0331

Past President liaison
Phone: (940) 627-3199
Fax: (940) 627-6014
Email: kstephenstt79@yahoo.com

Dan Key
Friendswood FD
2204 Pine Dr
Friendswood, TX 77546-5539

Chairman/Gulf Coast District
Phone: (281) 996-3360 
Fax: (281)482-6036
Email: dannylkey@yahoo.com  

ryan hudson
Leander FD
PO BOx 319
Leander, TX 78646-0319

Central Texas District
Phone: (512) 528-1664
Fax: (512) 259-0660
Email: rhudson@leandertx.gov

ricardo saldaña
Mission FD
2004 N Bryan Rd
Mission, TX 78572-3028

rio Grande valley District
Phone: (956) 580-8705 
Fax: (956) 580-8712
Email: rsaldana@missiontexas.us  

Kendall hunting
Alvin FD
1738 Glenview Dr
Alvin, TX 77511-4329

Gulf Coast District
Phone: (281) 331-7688 
Fax: (281) 331-9713
Email: khunting@cityhall.
cityofalvin.com

Jeffery Thomson
Alvin FD
2305 County Road 284
Alvin, TX 77511-8385

Gulf Coast District
Phone: (281) 331-7688 
Fax: (281) 331-9713
Email: avfd22@sbcglobal.net  

Jason January
Huntsville FD
PO Box 1
Huntsville, TX 77342-0001

east Texas District
Phone: (936) 291-3047 
Fax: (936) 291-3472
Email: jjanuary@huntsvilletx.gov  

Barry Barnett
Arp FD
17916 County Road 2142
Troup, TX 75789-3725

northeast Texas District
Phone: (903) 859-5232 
Email: bbarn01@hotmail.com  

Christine rogalski
Ennis FD
1007 N McKinney St
Ennis, TX 75119-2418

north Texas District
Phone: (972) 875-3473 
Fax: (972) 875-4615
Email: cookiegirl62@hotmail.com  

Billy mize
SFFMA Past President (1991)
808 Easy St
Burkburnett, TX 76354-2617

red river District
Phone: (940) 322-5281 
Fax: (940) 569-4192
Email: bmize@nortexrpc.org 
 

michael richardson
Decatur FD
608 County Road 4460
Decatur, TX 76234-8138

red river District
Phone: (940) 627-3199
Fax: (940) 627-6014
Email: mrichardson@decaturfd.com  

Kyle Donaldson
Sonora FD
125 E Castlehill Rd
Sonora, TX 76950-6632

hill Country District
Phone: (325) 387-2428 
Email: kajed62@verizon.net  

Charles Garris
Pleasanton FD
312 Tagert St
Pleasanton, TX 78064-3964

Wintergarden District
Phone: (830) 569-2813 
Fax: (830) 569-2813
Email: plezfire@2fastmail.com 
  

Trey Blocker
PO Box 684763
Austin, TX 78768

legislative Consultant
Phone: (512) 289-4182
Email: trey@treyblocker.com  

shawn snider
SFFMA Past President (2009)
Edinburg FD
PO Box 1079
Edinburg, TX 78540-1079

Past President liaison
Phone: (956) 383-7691 
Fax: (956) 289-1853
Email: ssnider@cityofedinburg.com  

Chris Barron
SFFMA
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

executive Director
Phone: (512) 454-3473 
Fax: (512) 453-1876
Email: cbarron@sffma.org  

Ted regnier
VFIS of Texas
3420 Executive Center Dr Ste 301
Austin, TX 78731-1626

member
Phone: (512) 448-9928
Fax: (512) 448-9929 
Email: tregnier@vfistx.com



John mcmakin
LaRue - New York VFD
13156 County Road 4325
Larue, TX 75770-4123

   

TCFP BoarD rePresenTaTives

Commissioner
Phone: (903) 714-6728
Fax: (903) 675-4436
Email: johntmc01@gmail.com

TCFP FireFiGhTer aDvisory 
CommiTTee rePresenTaTive

Tommy anderson
SFFMA Past President (2003)
12150 14th St
Santa Fe, TX 77510-2140

Past President liaison
Phone: (409) 925-7331 
Fax: (409) 925-7330
Email: fdchief700@comcast.net  

Gene Giles
Carthage FD
808 Ray St
Carthage, TX 75633-1310

Commissioner
Phone: (903) 693-5282 
Fax: (903) 693-2474

(sFFma CommiTTee lisTinGs ConTinueD)
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Texas firemen’s auxiliary

2012-2013 TFA Executive Board 
President		  Kerry Rodriguez
			   Cell: 817.223.3411
			   Email: texasfirewife@yahoo.com

1st Vice President		  Pam Maples
			   Cell: 713.594.2787
			   Email: momonthego@swbell.net

2nd Vice President		  Jeri Hamilton
			   Cell: 806.290.5845
			   Email:hamilton5134@sbcglobal.net

3rd Vice President		  Jerri Locknane
			   Cell: 806.781.3706
			   Email: jerri.locknane@jonesflygare.com

4th Vice President		  Billie Smith
			   Cell: 806.789.8013
			   Email: billiesmithemtp126@gmail.com

Immediate Past President	 Donna Chudalla
			   Cell: 979.533.0792
			   Email:  chudalla2012@yahoo.com

Secretary 		A  nn Stulce
			   Cell: 817.521.3387
			   Email: annscreations2003@yahoo.com

Treasurer		  Kendra Charbula
			   Cell: 979.637.1560
			   Email: skbula@ykc.com

Parliamentarian		S  arah Chudalla
			   Cell: 903.229.3750
			   Email: sarahchudalla@yahoo.com

Historian		M  ichelle Garcia
			   Cell: 254.718.5652
			   Email: loosey_girl@yahoo.com

Chaplain			  Dixie Whitmore
			   Cell: 512.429.1775
			   Email: msmusic71@hotmail.com

Sweetheart		  JoDee Ondrasek
			   Home: 979.822.6261			 
			   Email: jodeeondrasek@gmail.com 

First off, I want to say a big 
“Thank You” to the firefighters 
who put their lives on the 
line each day as they go into 
burning buildings and rescue 
those who can’t get out!  

Being raised in the fire 
department, I have a huge 
respect for them!!  At this 
time, if any of our firefighters 

have left the state to go to Louisiana or Mississippi to help, I 
applaude you and say “thanks for going”!!   

I want to thank those who helped out during the A&M Golf 
Tournament, I hear we had a great turn out!!  Also, a big 
thanks for everyone who helped out at Casino Night during 
Fire School!!  That money will be used to help offset cost for 
the upcoming Convention!!  

The TFA held their fall meeting on Sept 15, 2012 in Waco, 
Texas.  I am trying to keep it centrally located so no one 
has to travel very far!!  Items discussed were adding the 
Computer Bundle to our Standing Rules, Pumper races, and 
seeing if the ladies want to become members of the SFFMA 
so we can benefit from the benefits available to us!!  If any 
lady wants to, she can join SFFMA and pay her dues and 
she will get all the benefits that the firefighters get!  

I am keeping the community service project going that 
Immediate Past President Donna Chudalla started, but 
concentrating on the kids this time.  If any of you have 
anything that can be donated to any burn center, any 
children’s hospital, or a Ronald McDonald house, or cancer 
treatment place, please feel free to send that stuff directly 
to them!!   

Just a reminder that the Planning Conference is in early 
January this year!!  Hope to see lots of you there at the 
Annual SFFMA Training Conference and Convention in The 
Woodlands this coming June 2013!!  

TFA President 

Kerry Rodriguez
2011 - 2012 TFA Executive Boar
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2012 - 2013 TRAINING Opportunities

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER 

JANUARY

11/2  .........................................................................................................................National Registry Exams (EMS938), National Registry Skills Review, College Station
11/5 - 9 .......................................................Awareness, Operations & Technician Level (HAZ005), HazWoper for Clean-Up Operations Training, College Station
11/5 .................................................................................................................WMD Terrorism (MGT347), Incident Command Systems (ICS) Forms Review, Fort Worth
11/6 - 7 ...............................................................................................LNG Emergency Response (LNG101), LNG Spill Control and Fire Suppression, College Station
11/7 - 9 ...................................................................................................Fast Rescue Craft Search and Rescue (MAR202), Fast Rescue Boat (TXEESTI-193), Galveston
11/8 - 9 ...................................................................................................................................WMD Terrorism (PER211), Medical Management of CBRNE Events, Laredo
11/11 - 14 .......................................................................................................................................................................Texas EMS Conference, Austin 
11/12 - 16 .....................................................................Marine Firefighting (MAR003), Combined Basic & Advanced Fire Fighting (TXEESTI-125), College Station
11/12 - 14 ............................................................................................Fast Rescue Craft Search and Rescue (MAR202), Fast Rescue Boat (TXEESTI-193), Galveston
11/12 - 14 ...............................................................................................................WMD Terrorism (PER211), Medical Management of CBRNE Events, College Station
11/12 - 16 ...........................................................................Trench Rescue (RES020), NFPA 1006 2008 Edition Trench Rescue Levels I & II Training, College Station
11/12 - 16 ...........................................................................................................................................................Fire Officer (FOP200), NFPA 1021 Fire Officer II, Stephenville
11/12 - 16 .......................................................................................................................Annual Municipal School (INS100), NFPA 1041 Fire Instructor I Training, Frisco
11/12 - 16 .....................................Awareness, Operations & Technician Level (HAZ020), NFPA 472 Hazardous Materials Technician Training, College Station
11/13 - 16 ...........................................................................................................Marine Firefighting (MAR002), Advanced Fire Fighting (TXEESTI-15), College Station
11/13 - 15 ...............................................................Industrial/ Emergency Response Brigades (IND024), Advanced Tactical Leadership Training, College Station
11/26 ..............................................................................................................WMD Terrorism (MGT 347), Incident Command Systems (ICS) Forms Review, Fort Worth
11/26 - 29 .........................................................................................................WMD Terrorism (MGT904), Intermediate ICS - 300 for Expanding Incidents, Fort Worth
11/26 - 12/7 .....................................................................................................................................Fire Officer (FOP340), NFPA 1021 Fire Officer II/IV Combination, Wylie

11/26 - 30 .........................................Industrial/ Emergency Response Brigades (IND017), NFPA 1081 Industrial Interior Firefighting Training, College Station

12/3 - 7 ............................................Industrial/ Emergency Response Brigades (IND016), NFPA 1081 Industrial Exterior Fire Brigade Training, College Station
12/10 - 14 ..........................................................................................Oil Spill Response (OIL 100) Coastal Oil Spill Control - Tactical and Operations Level, Galveston
12/10 - 14 .....................................................................Marine Firefighting (MAR003), Combined Basic & Advanced Fire Fighting (TXEESTI-125), College Station
12/10 - 14 ..................Awarness, Operations & Technical Level (HAZ002), Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Technician Training, College Station
12/11 - 14 .............................................................................................................Marine Firefighting (MAR002), Advanced Fire Fighting (TXEESTI-15), College Station
12/12 - 14 ...............................................................................................Fast Rescue Craft Search and Rescue (MAR202) Fast Rescue Boat (TXEESTI-193), Galveston
12/13 - 14 .....................................................Industrial/ Emergency Response Brigades (IND010), Incident Safety Officer (NFPA 1521) Training, College Station
12/14 ............................................................................................................National Registry Exams (EMS938), National Registry Exam Skills Review, College Station
12/17 - 19 .................................................................................................Fast Rescue Craft Search and Rescue (MAR202), Fast Rescue Boat (TXEESTI-193), Galveston

For a full listing and latest updates visit www.teex.com

1/1 - 3/31  ..........................................................................Recruit/ Firefighter Entry Level Academy (ORT300), Firefighter I & II Online (468 hours), College Station  
1/7 - 3/29 ...................................................................................................Recruit/ Firefighter Entry Level Academy (RFT002), Laredo Fire Training Academy, Laredo
1/8 - 4/19 ..............................................Basic, Intermediate & Paramedic EMS Courses (EMS135), Emergency Medical Technician Paramedic, College Station
1/14 - 4/4 ..........................................................Basic, Intermediate & Paramedic EMS Courses (EMS110), Emergency Medical Technician Basic, College Station
1/14 - 16 ................................................................................................................................................Leadership Development Symposium, Frisco
1/16 - 19 ....................................................................................................................................................SFFMA International Conference, McAllen
1/19 - 27 ............................................................................................................................................................Fire Officer (FOP200), NFPA1021 Fire Officer II, College Station
1/28 - 3/8 .........................................................Basic, Intermadiate & Paramedic EMS Courses (EMS115), Emergency Medical Technician Basic, College Station

 FEBRUARY
2/4 - 2/15 ...............................................................................................................................Fire Officer (FOP340), NFPA 1021 Fire Officer II/IV Combination, San Marcos 
2/ 11 - 5/24 ............................................Basic, Intermediate & Paramedic EMS Courses (EMS135), Emergency Medical Technician Paramedic, College Station

MARCH
3/18 - 3/28 ....................................................................................................................................Fire Officer (FOP340), NFPA 1021 Fire Officer II/IV Combination, Cypress

TEEX AND SFFMA TRAINING SCHEDULE



No one else trains more Texas emergency services personnel than TEEX – the 
official state training agency for Texas fire services. TEEX offers courses to 
Texas emergency responders in the following areas:

Schedule these or any of our 130+ courses today.
www.teex.org/fire  • 1.866.878.8900

•  EMS/EMS Rural  - Frontier
•  ARFF
•  Extension/Area/Weekend Schools
•  NIMS / ICS

•  National Fire Academy
•  Recruit Academy - Traditional and Online
•  Texas Fire Officer Program
•  Annual Schools

TEXAS A&M ENGINEERING 
EXTENSION SERVICE

Emergency Services Training Institute
esti@teex.tamu.edu

FIRE & EMERGENCY
THE TEXAS

TRAINING LEADER
for more than 80 years

C13.6251.09



VFIS is the largest provider of insurance, education and consulting services to Emergency Service Organizations. Since
1980, we have handled more than 370,000 emergency service claims for our customers. Our success is reflected in our
accomplishments.

• VFIS insures more Emergency Service Organizations in North America than any other provider
• We have retained 95.7% of our customers
• In 2010, VFIS trained more than 14,000 students in 43 states

For additional information on how you can receive industry leading Insurance, Benefits and Education, Training &
Consulting, contact VFIS of Texas/Regnier & Associates at (800) 252-9435 or visit www.vfistx.com.

WE HAVE HANDLED
OVER 370,000
EMERGENCY

SERVICES CLAIMS


