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Auto and Home Insurance
®

That’s why we’re working with the State Firemen’s & Fire 
Marshals’ Association of Texas to provide access to auto  
and home insurance designed exclusively for you and  
your fellow fire fighters. 

For 100 years, California Casualty has delivered trusted, 
personalized insurance for those who protect, strengthen and 
enhance the quality of life in American communities.

Because at California Casualty, it’s our policy to do more for the 
people who give more, starting with you. Call today for your 
free, no-obligation quote.

For a free, no-obligation quote, 

call 1-866-680-5137 
or visit www.CalCas.com/SFFMA

Exclusive Discounts | Free ID Defense | Turnout Gear Reimbursement*

CA Lic#0041343 *Coverages described are subject to availability and eligibility. In some instances, insurance is underwritten by insuring partners. ©2013 California Casualty 

Our promise: 
To be responsive to our nation’s first responders.
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Chris Barron
Executive Director

in addition to an overhaul of our online 
store.  This change will include a new 
mobile website and more networking/
social media opportunities for our 
members. 

Another new/major project you will soon 
see is our new membership cards.  I’m 
sure you have had the same experiences 
I have had with our membership cards 
coming apart, sticking to other cards, etc. 
Well, no more!!   We are implementing 
a new membership card type that will 
be a hard plastic and will not fade or rip 
apart.  We are excited about this new 
style card as it will bring us some future 
possibilities such as using QR codes for 
credentialing, importation of a picture, 
magnetic striping, etc..  We will begin 
implementing this new style card with 
the 2014 membership year renewals. See 
page 10 for the new look!

Some new member benefits are coming 
your way!  We are proud to announce that 
David Harris, CEO of a company called 
Assets In Order has donated free services 
to his company, a total worth of $396,000!  
Please see page 20 for more information 
on this great program.  We are also 
announcing two new member benefit 
programs aimed at saving you money!   
The launch of Solavei gives members 
unlimited talk, text and data for just $49 
a month and pays you for bringing on 
other customers to the Solavei network.  
See page 12 for more details. Last but 
not least, Stream Energy has set up a 
program for emergency responders aimed 
to discount your monthly electricity bill.    
See page 12 for details.

As you can see, the SFFMA staff and board 
are working hard to bring you value for 
your membership and offer programs 
and member benefits to say Thank You 
for your contributions to the emergency 
services of Texas.  Please take advantage 
of our member benefits and visit www.
sffma.org/benefits

Be Safe and Thank you for your service to 
the State of Texas!

Have you ever had 
a time in your life 
where things were 
flying by so fast 
that you question 
yourself “what 
happened to the 
month of ….”?  For 
several months 
now my world has 

been in hyper speed with numerous 
projects, travels, etc. going on.   Within 
only a few months I’ve been through an 
extremely busy legislative session, our 
annual conference, various fire schools, 
an international conference in Panama, 
testing and development of our new 
database and website, and also oversight 
our building construction project.   Where 
has the time gone!?!

The biggest project is our new building. 
While the project is moving along, there 
have been some construction delays 
like the issue with the construction 
steel, delays due to rain, and the tragic 
car accident where we lost three of the 
roofing-crew members. In spite of these 
events, the building is really starting to 
take shape. Trust that it will be a rock solid 
building with quality building materials, 
heavy timber, and some of the latest 
technology for security, access control, 
and networking.  

We could not have made this building 
project possible without YOUR SUPPORT, 
and that of our Executive Board and 
staff for their dedication.  I also want to 
give special recognition to VFIS of Texas 
who has generously donated more than 
$50,000 in funds for the building that 
will be dedicated toward the training 
room A/V and technology equipment.  
In addition, two of our members have 
made generous donations that will save 
us money – John Hobbs will provide 
all of the parking lot striping, and Past 
President Kyle Stephens will provide all of 
the extinguishers and cabinets.  THANK 
YOU!!

Our next big project that has been 
ongoing for months is the upgrade to 
our database.  We have gone through 
months of setup, testing and finally 
implementation of the upgrade on the 
staff access level.  We had to purchase a 
new server to handle the upgrade and 
website.  The upgrade will feature a whole 
new website design and user experience 
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Life gives us 
opportunities and 
we must make the 
decisions to take those 
opportunities or not.   
When taking those 
opportunities, it is up 
to us to make them 
positive experiences, 
some are easier than 
others, but it is always 

up to the person receiving the opportunity to 
determine the outcome.  The fire service has 
offered several opportunities to me.  When I 
started to write this article for the Texas Firemen 
Magazine it allowed me to stop and reflect on my 
time in the Fire and EMS and the great people I 
have met, the things I have learned, the events 
that I have experienced, and the great impact 
those opportunities have made on my life.

As a kid growing up in Sudan, Texas, in early 
1985, I was given a chance to become part of the 
Sudan Volunteer Fire and EMS where I learned 
what community was all about. I received a great 
foundation in understanding the importance of 
actively training, following safety standards, and 
was fortunate to be taught by great leaders and 
chiefs.  While still young in the fire service, I was 
exposed to things I never really grasped, until 
later in my fire service career.  I was exposed to 
regionalization for training, resource sharing, and 
the value of collaborative teamwork.  The things 
I was learning are a necessity to be successful 
in the fire service, and some were being done 
before it was common practice.  I got the 
opportunity to start attending the Panhandle 

Firemen and Fire Marshals’ Association 
meetings. I spent time with members of other 
departments, worked with district leaders and 
TEEX to plan several of the area planning schools, 
and got educated on how the SFFMA works with 
the committees and certification program.

I was able to be part of that district for several 
years, getting the chance to be part of the board, 
serving on the certification board, and attending 
several conferences and quarterly meetings.  This 
is where my desire for involvement in the SFFMA 
was fostered and encouraged.
I have been fortunate to get the opportunity to 
teach at area schools such as Canyon, Lubbock, 
Abilene, Mineral Wells, Floydada, Brownfield, 
Sudan, and Aspermont.  These experiences 
led me to the ability to start teaching at the 
TEEX Annual Municipal School.  The experience 
teaching at one of the largest fire schools in 
the world to some of the greatest firefighters in 
the country was a great privilege.  The ability to 
bring firefighters from other departments across 
the State of Texas to this location and teach 
as a cohesive team was a learning experience.  
This opportunity taught me how to have open 
communication about how things are done 
differently and similarly in departments, and 
provide that information to the students.  
This school and the teamwork taught by the 
instructors is a big reason the volunteer fire 
service in Texas is so strong and works so well 
with all other parts of the fire service and public 
safety.  This instructional experience serves as 
a great reminder of the dedication of those 
firefighters and EMS responders that serve each 
community and what a privilege to help those 
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To the guys on Project 64 from TEEX Annual 
School for providing advice and humor.  
Special thank you to the following for 
teaching me, being patient with me, and 
providing a strong foundation:

Special thank you to Mike, Curtis and Damon 
for your friendship and counsel. 
And special thank you to the members of the 
State Firemen’s and Fire Marshals’ Association 
in trusting me to be your president this year 
and to that next generation of firefighters, 
take advantage of the opportunities given to 
you, make them count, and you soon will be 
responsible for leading.

 
	      Bill Gardner
	      President

learn and practice the firefighting and rescue 
skills that make Texas a safe place to live, work 
and visit.

I say all this to recognize the opportunities 
I was given.  The reason I was given those 
opportunities was because of those fire 
service and SFFMA association leaders that 
came before me and took the time to lay 
a path for my generation of firefighters to 
follow.  They also taught us to remember 
the responsibility we have to serve and why 
I feel so honored to be able to serve as the 
president of this great association. While I 
have been on the Executive Board I have 
served with great people, worked with a 
great Executive Director and amazing staff.   
During this time the members allowed the 
board the ability to start a new building 
project, worked on updating the association 
strategic plan, worked on growing the TEMSB, 
worked on establishing stronger, more 
identifiable relations with other fire service 
agencies, started the TESPAC, built stronger 
legislative relationships, and strengthened 
our partnerships with TEEX, TFS, TDEM, SFMO, 
and DSHS.

The Certification Board is meeting the 
challenge given them by the Executive Board 
to expand the best volunteer certification 
program in the country and creating a 
validation processes for that program.  By 
doing this it allows the Executive Board to 
be able to comfortably say we are equal to 
or exceed any program in the state.  The 
conference committee is working hard on 
developing an educational program for this 
conference to appeal to all parts of the state 
and all parts of fire and EMS allowing for 
great training experiences from the newest 
member to the fire department to seasoned 
Fire Chiefs.   

The member benefits continue to grow, 
providing one of the best association benefit 
packages in the country.  This package 
includes discounts for travel, cell phones, 
insurances, and $5000 AD&D for every 
member.   

The association is strong and growing!  But 
we must be making sure as today’s leaders 
that there is a path of opportunities for the 
new firefighters to follow and understand 
the importance of being involved in this 
association and work with others in the fire 
service to make sure we have a safe and 
stronger fire service. 

We have to work to engage the next 
generation of fire service with technology, 
involvement, and remember to allow them 
to bring innovation to what we do.  The 
current schedule to the annual conference 
has changed allowing more opportunities for 
an attendee to pick and participate in what 
is important to them individually.  We have 
begun to leverage technology with apps 
for phones and at the end of our database 
upgrade allowing individual access to your 
records from the web at any time, but we 
must do more to allow us to get information 

across the state in a timely manner; one of the 
things that I hope helps is a blog I will begin 
in October, allowing for information to be 
sent in a timely manner that will be available 
from the association web site at sffma.org. 
The staff continues to use the website, twitter, 
and Facebook to update and promote our 
association.

Other opportunities include the association 
leaders sitting down and bringing some 
of our new members into the meeting to 
continue the hard conversation we started in 
Waco this year about what role the districts 
serve and what can be done to improve 
involvement with today’s firefighters at that 
level in the association. The Board approved a 
plan to establish two working committees.  A 
Health and Safety Committee that Immediate 
Past President David Wade will chair, this 
committee is charged with working on 
addressing life safety initiatives and increasing 
the wellness of the volunteer fire service.  
We also approved the establishment of a 
Combination Department committee to start 
helping address the needs of the growing 
number of combination departments in this 
state.  We hope this will help our members 
and address changes that are occurring in the 
fire service today.  

We must continue to work to lay the path 
and develop opportunities for the firefighters 
of today to become the next leaders to take 
this association and the fire service to even 
greater places.

In closing I want to thank some people that 
gave me great opportunities and those that 
supported me so I could take advantage of 
those opportunities.

Thank you to my wife and family for allowing 
me to be gone and taking care of things while 
I was gone.  To my other family, the Leander 
Fire Department and the City of Leander for 
the support and encouragement.  

Chief Orville Hill 
Sudan Volunteer Fire Dept. (retired)

Chief Theron Hill 
Sudan Volunteer Fire Dept. (retired)

Fire Marshal Carl Burnett 
Sudan Volunteer Fire Dept. (retired)

Chief Rodney Williams 
Matador Volunteer Fire Dept.

Chief Don Huckabey
Littlefield Fire Department (deceased)

Director Monica McGee
Littlefield EMS

Director Richard Herrington
Austin-Travis Co. EMS (retired)

Chief John Kiracofe 
Jollyville Fire Dept.
Chief Jerry Williams 

Leander Fire Dept. (Retired/TFS)

PRESIDENT’S FORUM

CAPITOL MONUMENT PROPOSED EXPANSION

The SFFMA Monument at the Capitol grounds currently does not have any room left for LODD names 
to be added. In cooperation with the State of Texas Preservation Board (who has ultimate approval of 
anything going on the Capitol grounds), a memorial expansion project is being proposed which will 
include large pieces of granite and plenty of room for names to be added to the monument for many, 
many decades. 
This project will have to be paid by SFFMA and initial estimates indicate it will cost over $100,000 for 
all of the granite, installation and site work.  

WE NEED TO RAISE OVER $100,000 IN ORDER TO PAY FOR THIS PROJECT AND 
CAN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOUR HELP!  FOR MORE INFORMATION visit www.sffma.org
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HAS YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGED AND YOU NO LONGER RECEIVE OUR EMAILS? 

LOGIN AND UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION OR SIMPLY EMAIL 
newsletter@sffma.org

..Mr. Chairman, Members of 
the Executive Board, fellow 
firefighters, Ladies and 
Gentlemen. My name is Howard 
Baughman, Fire Chief for the City 
of Del Rio. I come before you to 
return a very valuable piece of 
this great associations’ history 
to its rightful place. I have the      
shoeshine box.

Some, and probably a great many of you younger firefighters, have 
no knowledge of the history behind this shoeshine box, other than 
the fact that you have seen it around from time to time. Allow me if 
you will, to tell you what I know about it. I do know that if it could 
talk, it could tell you some glorious tales about the men that have 
had to carry it over the years, and some of them would probably 
curl your hair. It all started in Del Rio, 31 years ago this year by the 
late W. E. (Bill) Zorn, who was the Fire  Chief of the City of Del Rio at 
that time. In 1962, Chief Zorn was the 1st Vice President of the State 
Firemen’s and Fire Marshals’ Association of Texas. 

Bill, as he was known by everyone did not like the idea of the newly 
elected 4th Vice Presidents being required to shine the Presidents’ 
shoes, especially when he had to rest the president’s shoe on his 
knee in order to shine it, he thought that was terrible so he decided 
to build a shoeshine box and present it to the newly elected 4th Vice 
President at the 1962 Convention in McAllen, Texas. The first man 
honored to use this new shoeshine box was the late Earl Phillips 
of Hereford, Texas, who was the newly elected 4th Vice President in 
McAllen. He was to use this shoeshine box to shine the Presidents’ 
shoes and pass it on to the next 4th Vice President, and so for the 
past 31 years the shoeshine box has been passed on to every newly 
elected 4th Vice President. Each one of them has had to carry it with 
them and guard it from being stolen. It became the normal thing 
to steal the shoeshine box and have the man responsible for it to 
wonder who had it and where it might be.
We borrowed it last July from 4th Vice President Patrick Hlavaty of 
El Campo, so that we would have it at our Wintergarden District 
meeting in Del Rio for its 30th Anniversary.

I was a young firefighter for Chief Zorn when the shoeshine box 
was introduced to me, I’d been with him about seven years and he 
asked me to paint and letter it for him, and told me what to put on 
it. It has the same paint and lettering on it today. I don’t really know 
whether Chief Zorn ever intended for this ritual to last as long as it 
has, but I know that if he was with us today, he would be very proud 
to know that a simple, little fun-filled adventure that he started has 
been a tradition of this great association for the past 30 years. 

It has been cussed and discussed by many over the years but it has 
withstood the test of time. An attempt was made to retire it but 
the attempt failed. Maybe someday it will be retired, but for now it 
is still with us and I hope that it will remain with us for many years 
to come. I am extremely proud to have this valuable piece of our 
history with me at our meeting today. I look back over the years 
with a great deal of satisfaction, just knowing that I played a small 
part in bringing this little bit of tradition to this great association of 
ours for the last 31 years. Thank you Patrick for letting us have it for 
a little while. Now, Mr. Chairman, I’ll turn the shoe box over to you, 
so that you may return it to its rightful owner. 
  		
			             

SAFETY & TRAINING GRANT

VFIS of Texas and Texas Mutual Insurance Company are proud to sponsor 
a need-based grant program for fire departments in Texas. Grants will 
be awarded to reimburse departments for the cost of certification dues/
fees and/or travel expense to attend training which is recognized and/
or leads toward a certification. Grants up to $2,500 will be awarded 
based on financial need and are intended to encourage all departments 
to participate in certification programs and training which will prevent 
firefighter deaths and injuries. Departments will need to apply for the 
grant, expend the funds and then send in copies of receipts or proof of 
training attendance in order to receive the grant funds.

Who is eligible:
• Part I (Certification Dues) – Departments whose members are not 
currently participating in a certification program
• Part II (Travel Expenses) – Any department attending training that is 
recognized or leading to a certification

What is eligible:
• Part I – SFFMA Individual dues allowing for participation in the 
certification program and tracking of training objectives toward 
firefighter certification or TCFP certification fees
• Part II - Reimbursement for travel expenses (up to $150 per day per 
person) for training that leads toward or is required by a certification 
program (travel to/from, meals/tips, hotel/dorm)

How it works:
• Departments can apply for Part I, Part II or Both
• Departments should apply for assistance first (completed grant 
application and W-9)
• Applications will be reviewed and notice will be sent to those awarded 
a grant
• Departments will then be responsible for sending in paid certification 
dues receipts or paid travel receipts and course completion certificates 
for each student attending the requested training program in order to 
receive reimbursement

How to Apply: Fill out application available at 
http://www.vfistx.com/uploads/6/2/9/1/6291319/2013_grant_app.pdf 

Application Deadline is December 31, 2013.

For more information contact  VFIS of Texas at  1.800.252.9435

A BIT OF ASSOCIATION HISTORY...

Original shoe box from 1962

At the 2013 Annual Conference, Chief Henry 
Perry presented two new shoe boxes to the 
4th Vice President Harvie Cheshire.

This transcript is from 1993. The 
original shoe box is still passed to 
the newly elected 4th Vice President 
every June at the annual conference. 

VFIS OF TEXAS INTRODUCES A NEW 
SAFETY & TRAINING GRANT
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SFFMA UPDATES
IN MEMORIAM

NON-LINE OF DUTY
Assistant Chief William “Bill” Perlmutter 
Southside Place FD                	 May 31, 2013 

Chief Michael Paul Burns
Cockrell Hill FD 		     May 3, 2013

Robin Nicole Allen
Mineral Wells FD                  September 20, 2013

LADIES AUXILIARY
Neecie Roberts
El Campo VFD	        September 19, 2013

Hello to all,
As summer rolls to an end 

in this great state of Texas and 
fall begins, it reminds me of first days of 
school and new beginnings. It is also a great 
reminder to watch out for the little ones in 
the school zones and to remember to slow 
down and stop for school buses loading or 
unloading. 
 Also, all the new legislation passed by 
our government leaders will take place 
on September 1st.  Among those new 
laws include HB 8 and Senate Bill 3556. 
This bill has several ramifications that will 
impact all areas of Emergency Medical 
Services in Texas. Among the highlights of 
the bill is the limitation of the number of 
services a medical director can supervise, 
a moratorium on certain new EMS services 
for one full year in Texas, and official 
EMS Administrator training courses. Also 
included are some requirements for 
newly organized services and for services 
renewing their license.  This bill will impact 
all services in some fashion. As EMS 
administrators, it will do us well to read and 
understand the bill many weeks before 
beginning our renewals. 
The Planning Conference for the Annual 
SFFMA Convention will be held in Lubbock, 
January 31 thru February 1, 2014. Please 
make plans to attend this planning meeting. 
We will hold a TEMSB meeting during this 
time. 
 It is also district meeting time across Texas. 
I encourage you to attend your district 
meeting and challenge you to bring a new 
EMS member so they may see the benefits 
of belonging to our organization. 
We have also developed a new pamphlet 
outlining the benefits of belonging to 
TEMSB. These are made of cardstock-type 
material and will be very easy to distribute 
to your local EMS providers. We will have 
these available at the planning meeting as 
well as the Annual Conference in June. 
Lastly, I want to encourage every EMS 
provider to continue your learning long 
after you receive your certification. One 
innovative idea presented to me involved 
the review of one protocol every shift. 
Take one protocol per shift, examine the 
protocol, examine the medications involved 
in that protocol and know their intended 
effects, side effects, contraindications and 
actions on the body. 
It is a great tabletop learning session that 
will help you continue to develop your 
practice. 
Stay safe out there. Remember to buckle up. 
Remember to hydrate.  

See you in Lubbock!

	 Tim Smith, BSN, RN, EMT-P
	 Fire Chief/EMS Director
	 West Carlisle Fire/EMS
	 Chairman, Texas Emergency 		
	 Medical Services Board

CERTIFICATION HIGHLIGHTS
The Certification Board introduced a new 
Support Staff certification in line with 
NFPA 1584 standards.  Certification docu-
mentation and the new application form 
are posted on  the website.

Change is constant…
With NFPA updating the 1001: Firefighter 
I & II standard as of 2013, the Certification 
Board has updates that will go into effect 
January 1, 2015.  Two years after that, the 
2017 standard will come out, requiring 
further moderate updates.  After that 
point, the Board and NFPA should be on 
the same 4-year update schedule.  As with 
the 2012 update, we will work with the 
programmers to re-credit any objectives 
that may be affected.  

The 2013 Progress Report is due by Janu-
ary 31st of 2014, allowing at least a month 
after your department’s last training ses-
sion to complete the submission forms. 

Kevin Creamer
Certification Administrator
kcreamer@sffma.org 

Firefighting is considered one of the 20 most 
dangerous professions.  The EMS side of the job 
consists of about 80 percent of the calls a Fire 
Department runs.  These calls include the typical 
bread-and-butter call a person at home not 
feeling well.
The members of the Texas EMS Board want each 
and every one of you to come home at the end 
of the shift.
In 2005, 62 firefighters died as a result of stress or 
overexertion
• 55 were as a result of heart attacks
• 6 were due to strokes
• 1 was a result of heat exhaustion.
The leading nature of fatal injuries to firefighters 
is heart attack (44 percent); Trauma, including 
internal and head injuries, is the second leading 
type of fatal injury at 27 percent.  For firefighters 
who died while performing in-station duties, 69 
percent were career personnel; the majority of 
those deaths were the result of heart attacks. Full-
time career personnel account for 33 percent of 
firefighter fatalities; they comprise only approxi-
mately 26 percent of the American fire service.
This is not a career firefighter problem.  Volun-
teers are still 67 percent of firefighter fatalities.
Thirty-eight percent of EMS operation deaths are 
from heart attacks.
NFPA 1582 – Recommends periodic Medical Eval-
uations using medical personnel familiar with the 
demands of firefighting and the personal protec-
tive equipment used by firefighters.  
NFPA 1583 – Mandatory Exercise using a compre-
hensive wellness/fitness program for fire fighters 
to reduce cardiovascular incidents.
What are you doing for you?  When I teach a class, 
fire or EMS, I try real hard to get it across to each 
student that they are number one.  If you do not 
take care of yourself, who will?  You all know the 
spiel, who will rescue the rescuers?
The NVFC, National Volunteer Fire Council www.
nvfc.org, has a “Support the Heart-Healthy Fire-
fighter Program”, http://www.healthy-firefighter.
org. Click on a Start A Program link and start a 
program at your department, start a program 
yourself.
EMS Conference
Just in case you are not aware, the EMS confer-
ence will be November 24-27 in Fort Worth at the 
Fort Worth Convention center.
Go to http://www.texasemsconference.com for 
more information.
Check your Certifications
Have you checked your recertification date 
lately?  The certification is your responsibility, be 
sure to check it regularly.  Go to: http://www.dshs.
state.tx.us/emstraumasystems/newcert.shtm 
and select “Click here for live online Certification/
Licensee Search”; then select “Public License 
Search”; then select the appropriate search.  In 
Texas, a Texas certification is still needed to 
practice.
NCEMSC
Have you looked into the lower prices at NCEM-
SC? This is to remind that members of the SFFMA 
of Texas and TEMSB receive discounted prices 
through NCEMSC, http://www.ncemsc.org.

Edward Walsh FF/LP
Member, Texas Emergency Medical Services Board

TEXAS EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
SERVICES BOARD UPDATES

The new SFFMA Building is 
almost complete. We plan to 
have a grand opening in the near 
future.  Visit our Facebook page 
or website for the most updated 
photos and details about this 
event. 

www.facebook.com/sffma
www.sffma.org
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     EST - He sat alone in the dark,     	
     the tip of his Marlboro glowing 	
red with burning ash.
After the fire and the explosion and 
the mushrooming black cloud that 
spread over the town like a shroud, 
C.J. Gillaspie found himself in his 
office. It was the one place in all of 
West where he could be alone.
It was several hours after he and 
the other firefighters had respond-
ed to the most dangerous call of 
their lives. Gillaspie didn't want to 
see anyone. He didn't want to talk, 
or explain what he'd seen.
Gillaspie, who is West's public 
works director and a captain in the 
fire department, had been a com-
mander at the scene of the fire at 
West Fertilizer Co. that night.
He thought about the men who 
were like brothers, volunteers who 
made up West's fire department. 
Its 30 members include the town's 
constable, a pharmacist, repair-
men, city employees and insurance 
salesmen. Across Texas, 8 in 10 fire 
departments are volunteer.
Each of West's firefighters wears a 
pager. When the dispatcher calls, 
they drop whatever they're doing. 
And they go. Most of the calls are 
for brush fires. Sometimes it's a 
two-car crash on a back country 
road at 3 a.m.. Whatever it is, they 
show up - without pay - to keep 
their town safe.
Because somebody's got to do it.

In a town of 2,800 residents, that's 
the way it is. Their mantra of self-
reliance - somebody's got to do it 
- runs as deep in West as its Czech 
roots. Since the late 1880s, when 
Czechs began settling this part of 
Central Texas, neighbors have been 
helping build one another's homes. 
They attend birthday parties, back-
yard barbecues or just meet for a 
pivo - a Shiner Bock or a Bud Light.
So, in the early evening of April 17, 
when the dispatcher delivered the 
news that the fertilizer plant was on 
fire, the men didn't hesitate.
Gillaspie and the other firefighters, 
adrenaline surging, raced to the 
north end of town, toward a blaze 
like nothing they had ever trained 
for. They said they weren't fully 
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aware of the dangers of the plant 
and the chemicals stored within.
The Dallas Morning News 
interviewed more than 20 first 
responders, including nearly a 
dozen West firefighters and medical 
personnel who were on scene 
before the explosion. Many spoke 
publicly for the first time, revealing 
the risks they faced and the horrors 
they experienced that night.

A beer after work
The evening had started quietly -     
a time for church services, athletic 
events and other social gatherings. 
Gillaspie stopped at Bud's Tiger 
Stop, the Exxon station just a few 
blocks from his office.
After work, folks often unwind in 
the back of the convenience store, 
where a few tables and chairs are 
set up on the black-and-white tiled 
floor. A big cooler filled with ice and 
beer advertises 16-ounce cans of 
Miller Lite for $1.50. An antelope 
head on the wall collects dust.
Gillaspie sat at one of the round 
tables, sipping a Bud Light. At 32, 
his waist was thickening a bit. But 
his broad shoulders and muscular 
arms helped define who he was: 
a former tight end for his high 
school football team who grew up 
in nearby Abbott. He loved to hunt 

THROUGH THE FIRE                       
By DAVID TARRANT and SARAH MERVOSH - The Dallas Morning News Staff Writters

The volunteer fire crew heard the call the 
night of April 17 and came together with 
a singular focus.  In the light of day, the 
horror set in.

When the West Fertilizer Co. plant exploded April 17, volunteer firefighter Robby Payne was blown out of his boots, 
landing 30 feet away. His day job offered no escape: The funeral home he helps run handled many of the services. 

C.J. GILLASPIE, 
a firefighter, 
helps oversee 
rebuilding as 
West’s public 
works director. 

and fish, wrestle with his kids and 
work with his hands. He used his 
vacation time to help friends bring 
in the harvest.
He had become an unlikely leader 
in the fire department. Younger 
than most firefighters, he seemed 
more comfortable sitting in the 
back at meetings - distracted, 
wisecracking, head down on his 
arms. But he'd keep one ear open, 
ready to speak up or pass on a 
technique, perhaps something he 
learned at Texas A&M's firefighter 
training school.
That night at the Exxon station, 
he got together with two fellow 
firefighters: Doug Snokhous, 50,      
a captain with a reputation as one 
of the fastest to respond to fire 
calls, and Cody Dragoo, 50, plant 
foreman at West Fertilizer Co..
They planned to grab a few beers, 
then head out to prepare a nearby 
dirt track for an upcoming tractor 
pull, one of several fundraisers the 
volunteer firefighters put on each 
year to supplement the $4,643 they 
get from the city.
Gillaspie hadn't finished his first 
Bud Light before his pager pulsed. 
It was 7:32 p.m. After a series of 
high-pitched beeps, the dispatcher 
alerted them to a structure fire at 
the fertilizer plant.

Gillaspie turned to Dragoo. "That's 
your damn building, not mine. 
Go have fun with it," he teased. 
But Dragoo was already sprinting 
toward the door. Gillaspie and 
Snokhous walked outside to get in 
their pickups.
They saw the black smoke coiling in 
the sky and hurried to the station.

Answering the call
All over town, firefighters began 
to respond. Some were eating 
supper; others were watching TV or 
working in their yards.
Robby Payne, 51, president of 
West's only funeral home, was at 
home. Tall and lean, Payne still had 
the bearing of the Baylor University 
track and field star he'd been three 
decades earlier.
After a weekend golf trip with 
two other firefighters, Payne had 
forgotten to turn his pager back 
on. He heard about the fire when 
his father-in-law called and alerted 
him.
"I'm headed that way," Payne told 
him.
Payne kept his fire gear at home. 
He took a couple of minutes to pull 

W
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on his thick boots, protective pants, 
coat, helmet and gloves.
At the station, George Nors, 68, 
the fire chief, was seated at his 
wooden desk. He'd stopped in only 
five minutes earlier to catch up on 
administrative work.
The chief had lived in small farming 
towns around Central Texas nearly 
all his life, except for a few years in 
the mid-1960s, when he enlisted 
in the Marines. He served in the 
Vietnam War, hauling supplies 
through the jungle in convoys of 
18-wheelers. The convoys were 
often ambushed.
After returning home, he took 
a job with West's public works 
department and stayed for 39 
years, eventually becoming 
director. After he retired, he took 
over as fire chief two years ago. 
He spent his time playing with his 
grandchildren or hanging around 
the fire station - his "other family," 
as his wife liked to say.
When the fire call came in, Nors 
walked into the garage, where the 
department's five firetrucks were 
parked. He wrote a message for 
the others on the white board: Fire, 
West Fertilizer Plant.
Doug Snokhous, who had raced 
over to the station with Gillaspie, 
was joined by his younger brother, 
Bob, 48. The two lived near each 
other, worked together at a Waco 
steel plant and seemed inseparable.
Morris Bridges, a newer member 
in the department, showed up, 
too. The 41-year-old had hugged 
his 2-year-old son goodbye before 
dashing to the station.
Joey Pustejovsky, 29, also arrived. 
The city secretary was a beloved 
figure in town - West's go-to guy. 
Between city business, fire calls and 
cigarette breaks, he and Gillaspie 
had grown close - so much so 
that Gillaspie was in Pustejovsky's 
wedding the year before.
One of the Snokhous boys got into 
the white truck used for brush fires. 
Pustejovsky jumped in the driver's 
seat of the red-and-white engine, 
the one Gillaspie usually drove. 
Gillaspie hopped into another 
engine, the red one they called 
"Nick" in honor of the late son of 
West Mayor Tommy Muska, a fellow 
firefighter.
The chief activated the citywide 
alarm system near the white board. 
Once, twice, three times he flipped 
the switch. Each time the howl 
of the emergency siren rang out 
across the town - a signal to all 

Fire was growing by the minute
residents of a structure fire.
About 7:35 p.m., the first three 
trucks rolled out of the station.
One after another, they zoomed 
past City Hall and turned right on 
Oak Street, into the town square. 
They passed The Village Bakery and 
Mynars Bar on the corner.
Inside Mynars Bar was Kenneth 
Matus, 51. He and his cousin, Jimmy 
Matus, worked at a company in 
town that built firetrucks, including 

some of West's. After exchanging a 
call, the men agreed to meet at the 
plant to offer technical and service 
support.
They wouldn't be the only civilians 
to show up to help.

Into the unknown

As they raced toward West 
Fertilizer Co., the firefighters had 
no established plan. They would 
just do what they always did: show 
up, begin fighting the fire, then 
reassess.
Pustejovsky and the Snokhous 
brothers tended to be the frontline 
warriors. They usually arrived first 
and flung themselves into the fight. 
According to one oft-told story, the 
Snokhouses once came straight 
from the golf course and charged 
into a blaze without their bunker 
gear, burning the soles off their 
shoes.
Others, like the chief, were more 
likely to hang back, consult and 
offer direction.
That's the way it worked that night, 
too. At 7:38 p.m., the first wave - 
Pustejovsky, the Snokhouses and 
others - joined Dragoo, the plant 
foreman, who had come straight 
from the Exxon station.
The firefighters parked on either 
side of a burning warehouse, one of 

several buildings at the site. Using 
the water in their trucks, they tried 
to douse the fire that was growing 
stronger by the minute.
There was no fire hydrant at the 
fertilizer plant. Gillaspie drove 
"Nick" to the nearby high school, 
about 500 yards away, to hook 
up a hose to the red fire hydrant 
on the corner. He wheeled the 
firetruck through an empty field 
toward the massive fire. Already, 
its flames were shooting through 

the warehouse's door and roof, 
making a thundering sound like 
stampeding cattle.
At 7:41 p.m., Gillaspie called for 
backup.
When Chief Nors got there about 
7:45 p.m., he checked in with his 
assistant chief, Emanuel Mitchell, 
who had arrived in his own 
vehicle. The two of them were 
worried about the smoke blowing 
northwest over a residential area.
They were even more worried 
about the numerous tanks of 
anhydrous ammonia stored at the 
plant.
Anhydrous ammonia is a fertilizer 
kept under pressure in liquid form. 
If it leaks into the air, it becomes 
a potentially lethal gas. Over the 
years, the fire department had been 
called out several times when pop-
off safety valves leaked.

Eddie Hykel, one of the first firefighters on the scene, was seriously injured and has not 
been released to return to work with the West public works department. Emotions still 
run high, and Hykel shed tears while working in the fire station recently as he recalled 
moments from that night.

Nors and Mitchell talked about the 
need to start evacuating a nursing 
home, apartment complex and 
houses near West Fertilizer Co..
But nobody was thinking about 
the possibility of a catastrophic 
explosion.
The firefighters knew in general 
terms that the plant also stored 
ammonium nitrate - but that wasn't 
a cause for apprehension, they 
thought.
Ammonium nitrate, a fertilizer 
ingredient whose pellets look like a 
fat grain of rice, is commonly used 
on farms around the region. But 
the fertilizer was never flagged as a 
danger at fire department meetings 
or local emergency response round 
tables.
The firefighters had always heard 
ammonium nitrate was a stable 
chemical. They said they didn't 
know how explosive it became at 
high temperatures.
West's firefighters had never 
trained on fighting a fire at the 
plant, except for a walk-through 
years before. On-site training wasn't 
emphasized in West, partly because 
of money and partly because there 
was no mandate to do so. There are 
no minimum training requirements 
for volunteer firefighters in Texas.
A breakdown in communication 
among federal, state and local 
planners also helped keep the 
town's firefighters in the dark about 
the chemical's danger.
So when the firefighters converged 
on the plant - Gillaspie charging 
across the field on "Nick," 
Payne arriving in his wife's Ford 
Expedition, and the chief bringing 
up the rear in the tanker - none of 
the men was thinking about an 
explosion.
But the 28 to 34 tons of fertilizer 
sitting in wooden bins in the plant's 
seed room were growing hotter, 
and more volatile, by the minute.

First warning
The first warning of danger came 
when Gillaspie drove in on "Nick." 
He told those battling the blaze to 
back up. The fire was too intense. 
They were too close.

The massive 
explosion on 
April 17 set off a 
shockwave that 
shook the town 
of 2,800 residents, 
damaging building 
and injuring 
hundreds of 
people, some 
blocks away. 
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Thank you for 
your support and honor.

Gillaspie left "Nick" down by the 
fire. He took off in another truck, 
intending to hook it up to the 
same hydrant by the high school 
and push more water back to the 
firefighters.
Payne, the funeral director, also 
stopped to talk with the men 
fighting the fire on the south 
end of the warehouse. He cut 
across the yard to the north end, 
where another truck was located. 
Second only to the chief in years of 
experience in the department, he 
planned to tell anyone near that 
truck to back up while they figured 
out what to do next.
Nors arrived in only a T-shirt, jeans, 
a ball cap and boots. He usually 
didn't wear his fire gear, since his 
job was to stay back and direct. 
But even 50 yards away, he felt the 
extreme heat of the fire.
After talking with the assistant 
chief about evacuating residents, 
Nors walked up closer to the fire 
to consult with Dragoo, the plant 
foreman. Dragoo thought that the 
fire was too big to extinguish, that 
they should let it burn out.
So, by about 7:50 p.m., about 12 
minutes after the first crew had 
arrived, the firefighters had agreed 
on a plan: Back off from the fire and 
evacuate nearby residents.
But other first responders were still 
pouring in. Emergency medical 
personnel had already arrived 
for backup. Four firefighters from 
neighboring departments who had 
been attending an EMT training 
class in West responded to the call. 
They sprinted toward the fire. An 
off-duty Dallas firefighter rushed 
over from a nearby cookout.
Kenneth Matus saw Dragoo talking 
on a cellphone and his cousin Jimmy 
taking a video. Kenneth heard loud 
popping and crackling noises. It 
looked like the warehouse was 
about to collapse. He moved around 
to the passenger side of "Nick," the 
side farthest from the flames.
Somebody - probably the assistant 
chief - urged everyone to back 

up. They needed to move fast. 
The firefighters started picking up 
their hoses. One of the Snokhous 
brothers got behind the wheel of 
"Nick," but in his hurry forgot to 
disengage the pump as he put the 
truck in gear, causing the gears to 
grind loudly.
Then, as if some invisible fuse had 
burned down, the fire became 
a bomb. The blast gave off an 
earsplitting crack, followed by a 
sonic boom. Flames and smoke 
rocketed hundreds of feet into the 
air.
It was 7:51 p.m., just 13 minutes 
after the first firefighters had 
arrived on scene.

The explosion
The explosion created a crater 93 
feet wide and 10 feet deep and 
knocked over residents standing 
in their yards a half-mile away. The 
U.S. Geological Survey registered 
the force of the blast as a 2.1 
magnitude earthquake.
A cloud of smoke swallowed the 
plant. Dust and debris rained down 
on the first responders, men and 
women who had just come out to 
help.
Bloody and wounded, survivors 
crawled or stumbled away from the 
epicenter. The smell of ammonia 
burned in the air. Small fires littered 
the grounds. Tires popped. Fuel 
tanks ruptured.
Payne was blown out of his rubber 
boots. He went flying backward, 
landing 30 feet away. He lost his 
helmet. His jacket ripped apart. 
He landed unconscious, slumped 
against a barrel-shaped tank 
that held liquid cattle feed. The 
molasses-like fluid oozed over him 
on impact, matting his hair and 
coating his body.
Brad Wines, whose father is a 
firefighter and one of Payne's 
closest friends, raced to the scene 
looking for his dad. He found Payne 
instead.
Wines hollered and shook him. 
Payne woke up and felt a sharp 

pain in his right shoulder and chest. 
As Wines helped him to his feet, 
Payne repeated the same question: 
"Where am I? What happened?"
Chief Nors heard the blast before 
he felt it. He woke up with gravel 
all over his head, as if someone had 
rubbed his face all over the ground. 
He lost his glasses and his hearing 
aids. Blood seeped from his left ear.
Another firefighter had been hit by 
a railroad cross tie. He ignored his 
injuries to help the chief over to the 
tanker. The blast had riddled the 
back of the chief's legs with debris. 
He had bruises and swelling on his 
legs, back and shoulders.
Still, Nors forced himself to get 
up and trudged toward the high 
school.
Gillaspie had just arrived at the fire 
hydrant near the high school when 
the plant exploded. A blast of hot 
air knocked him to the ground.
Lying on his back, he noticed that 
the foot-tall grass in the pasture 
was flattened.
"What the hell? What the hell?" 
another firefighter screamed.
Gillaspie scrambled to his feet and 
ran back toward the plant.
He remembered that a call had 

been sent out for reinforcements. 
He grabbed his radio and hollered 
at the dispatcher. "Nobody needs to 
be coming down here," he shouted. 
"We don't know if something else is 
fixing to blow."
As he ran, he choked on the billow-
ing smoke and dust. He saw Nors 
stumbling toward him. Gillaspie 
told him that ambulances were on 
the way. He wasn't sure if the chief 
heard him.
Gillaspie caught sight of Mitchell, 
who is black. He was covered in 
dust - "as white as me," Gillaspie 
recalled. Mitchell, crying, said he 
had warned the firefighters to pull 
back.

"I told them not to be up there," he 
said. "I told them. I told them."
Gillaspie looked down at the ground 
and saw Kenneth Matus on a stretch-
er, waiting for an ambulance. Matus 
was likely the closest to the explosion 
to survive. The truck had shielded 
him from the worst of the blast, but 
it ripped his clothes off. Only his left 
sleeve and collar were left.
Gillaspie kept moving. He picked 
his way around the twisted metal 

The fertilizer plant site smoldered the day after the fire. A breakdown in communication 
among federal, state and local planners kept firefighters in the dark about the danger. 

Residents of West gathered for a prayer service and candlelight vigil at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church of the Assumption in West on April 18.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24
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MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
Dear SFFMA Members,
As you know SFFMA is the 
oldest and largest fire service 
organization in Texas. We serve 
over 22,000 members and over 
1,300 departments each year. 
There are lots of reasons why 
members join SFFMA. Whether 
it is for the AD&D/LODD 
policy, legislative efforts, 
tradition, member discounts, 
or even just to help the fire 
service. They are all extremely 
great reasons to join, but 
possibly the greatest one is 
SFFMA’s recognized firefighter 
Certification Program. Why 
is the certification program 
important? SFFMA’s greatest 
efforts have been to maintain 
a network of people that work 
together to ensure the safety 
of Texas firefighters, so this 
year VFIS of Texas has moved 
us one step closer to achieving 
this goal. VFIS of Texas will 
be generously sponsoring a 
Firefighter Safety & Training 
Grant that will encourage all 
departments to participate 
in training, and hopefully 
prevent fire service-related 
fatalities. 
The grants will be awarded to 
reimburse departments for 
the cost of certification dues/
fees and/or travel expenses 
to attend trainings that are 
recognized, and leading 
toward a certification. Not 
only is training eligible, but 
so are SFFMA Individual dues! 
Being an individual member of 
SFFMA counts as participation 
toward a certification program 
(with department affiliation), 
and this grant would cover 
your expense! 
We hope that you participate 
in the Firefighter Safety & 
Training grant program, 
because this will ensure your 
department’s commitment to 
safety and professionalism, 
and if done through the 
SFFMA Certification Program, 

it will insure each of your 
firefighters with a $5,000 
AD&D and LODD benefit. Go 
to page 5 to read more about 
the grant program through 
VFIS of Texas.

Members in SFFMA reap 
benefits all-year round, not 
only because of training 
opportunities and a great 
certification program, but we 
constantly work to get our 
members SAVINGS!  Recently 
we added a few new benefits 
to an already extensive array 
of discount services. 
Assets In Order wishes to share 
Legacy Lockbox, a one-of-a-kind 
service, to our members. This 
ingenious service allows you 
to store, organize and access 
your personal and financial 
information in one place, and 
provides access to your loved 
ones when it counts. It’s like 
a digital safety deposit box, 
easily accessible from your own 
home. Not only do they know 
the importance of protecting 
important personal information, 
documents, assets, etc.. but they 
understand that our members 
need to ensure their own 
family’s security when they’re 
protecting their community and 
putting their own lives at risk. 
Please read more (pages 20 and 
22) about how you can get your 
FREE Legacy Lockbox!

Looking for a cheaper phone 
plan? How about one that 
pays you? Well you’re in luck 
because SFFMA has partnered 
up with Solavei, where you 
can get UNLIMITED voice, text 
and data with NO CONTRACT! 
Not only that, but every time 
you get three people to join 
Solavei, you get $20 a month! 
How about that? Ask about 
how you can get compensated 
for sharing Solavei, and read 
page 12 for further details.

And that’s not all….How 
would you like a discount 

on your monthly electricity 
bill? You may be eligible for 
a discount through Stream 
Energy. See page 12 for details.
Lastly, American Income Life 
has joined the SFFMA Benefits 
family. Please see page 20 for 
more details on their program 
and benefits. A recent mail-out 
related to their benefits went 
out over the last few weeks. 
Remember that each member 
should have a beneficiary form 
on file, and if you have not 
filled one out, please contact 
me about it. We will provide 
the form to you via email. We 
want to make sure your AD&D 
and LODD beneficiaries are 
recorded. 

In other exciting news, 2014 
will mark one of the biggest 
transitions in SFFMA history. 
Our new SFFMA headquarters 
will be completed, new 
training opportunities & 
department grants,  a new 

updated website with new 
functionalities, various new 
benefits, an updated SFFMA 
Certification Program, and 
last but not least, a cool-
new-extra-durable SFFMA 
membership card. Check out 
the new design! We hope you 
like it! It will be made out of a 
hard plastic material, and have 
a durable topcoat to ensure it 
is water and fade-resistant. 

As always, any questions and 
concerns about Membership, 
Dues, Payments, and 
Donations, can be directed to 
Diana Cardona, 
dcardona@sffma.org

Take care!

Diana Cardona
Membership Coordinator

New Membership Card Design
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Certifications: 
M1-4, FF1-2, PIO 
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MEMBERSHIP TYPES

A regularly organized fire department, consisting 
of any combination of personnel with apparatus 
properly manned and officered, with sufficient 
personnel to operate such apparatus in the 
prevention and extinguishment of fire. Each 
department is eligible to appoint a maximum 
of five members from their department to vote 
at convention. The dues of each department are 
to be according to last federal census, and on a 
staggered amount according to the population. 

$120 annual dues (required)
Participation Prices: (optional)
Total # number of employees/contractors
• $270 for companies with 0-200 
• $395 for companies with 201-500 
• $520 for companies with 501-1000 
• $695 for companies with 1001-1500 
• $770 for companies with 1501 or more 

$95 annual dues

• Notifications about upcoming SFFMA events
• Annual subscription to printed magazines and 	    	
       electronic newsletters
• Eligible to maintain a roster of individual member 	
       activity and participation in SFFMA

DEFINITION BENEFITS DUES (January 1st - December 31)

• Participation in the SFFMA Certification 	
       Program
• Access to Members-only SFFMA Online for 	
       reporting training
• Notifications about upcoming SFFMA events
• Annual subscription to printed magazines and 	
       electronic newsletters
• Eligible to maintain a roster of individual 	
       member activity and participation in SFFMA

Prices for Communities of the 
following population ranges:
•    $95 for  0-1,750
• $135 for 1,751-5,000
• $155 for 5,001-10,000
• $175 for 10,001-20,000 
• $195 for 20,001-30,000
• $220 for 30,001-40,000
• $245 for 40,001 and over 
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An industrial facility membership consists 
of facilities that participate in the Texas 
Industrial Emergency Services Board 
Training Program, Vehicle Registration 
Program, or the Volunteer Firefighters’ and 
Fire Marshals’ Certification Program.  IN
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• Notifications about upcoming SFFMA events
• Annual subscription to printed magazines and 	     	
       electronic newsletters
• Eligible to maintain a roster of individual member 	
       activity and participation in SFFMA

Fire Marshals’ offices, when duly certified 
by their political sub-division, are eligible to 
membership to this Association.

FI
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• Participation in the SFFMA Certification Program
• Access to Members-only SFFMA Online for 	    	
       reporting training
• Notifications about upcoming SFFMA events
• Annual subscription to printed magazines and 	   	
       electronic newsletters
• Eligible to maintain a roster of individual member 	
       activity and participation in SFFMA
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N The regularly organized district, county, 

rescue association, industrial, and other 
fire service organizations.

$120 annual dues
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Manufacturers, jobbers, distributors, 
and/or sales personnel of fire apparatus, 
equipment, and accessories.

• Eligible to contract for exhibit space at the annual 	
       training conference and convention
• Eligible for advertising and sponsorship 	   	
       opportunities that reach all members.
• Notifications about upcoming SFFMA events
• Annual subscription to printed magazines and 	  	
       electronic newsletters
• Eligible to maintain a roster of individual member 	
       activity and participation in SFFMA

$170 annual dues

Any person interested in the fire 
service, who is affiliated with a member 
department, may become an individual 
member of this Association, which includes 
the eligibility of any benefits which may be 
available to individual members.
This member is eligible to participate in 
the SFFMA Certification Program, and can 
opt into the VFIS Optional Extended Ben-
efit Policy for an additional $10, and/or the 
NVFC membership for $15.

• AD&D and LODD of $5,000
• Discounts to all Loyalty/Affiliate programs SFFMA 	
       has available (see Membership Benefits List for 	
       complete list)
• Discounts on SFFMA Conference Registration
• Discounts on Training Material from SFFMA Store
• Free SFFMA Publications
• Access to SFFMA Online system for viewing 
       certification/training summaries

Any person interested in the fire service 
or in supporting fire service issues may 
become an individual member of this 
Association, which includes the eligibility 
of any benefits which may be available to 
individual members.
This member is NOT eligible to participate 
in the SFFMA Certification Program, as they 
are not on a department roster.

• AD&D and LODD of $5,000
• Discounts to all Loyalty/Affiliate programs SFFMA 	
       has available (See Membership Benefits List for 	
       complete list)
• Discounts on SFFMA Conference Registration
• Discounts on Training Material from SFFMA Store
• Free SFFMA Publications

$30 annual dues

$30 annual dues
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MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

Revenue Program for local FD’s! Use The 
Address Shop’s Highly Reflective and Glow 
Address product Line to raise money in 
your community and FD. Enhance your 
community with better addressing of 
homes and businesses using high-quality 
products.
The Address Shop will provide the tools you 
need to make fundraising successful with 
no selling! Several program options are 
available to fit your department’s needs:
Phone: 877.634.6386
Fax: 817.462.5440
Email: info@theaddressshop.com
www.theaddresshop.com

ACE Rent A Car offers a wide variety of top 
quality cars at affordable rates. 
Discount is for 10% off published rates, valid 
at Austin, Indianapolis, Minneapolis, and 
Chicago locations.
Phone: 317.248.5686
Fax: 317.248.7251
Email: dal@acerentacar.com

Aflac offers discount insurance policies 
that can give you peace of mind and cash 
benefits. If you have ever been out of work 
because of an injury, you know those are 
two things that are hard to come by.
• Hospital confinement Indemnity Insurance
• Accident Indemnity Advantage
Reduce the out-of-pocket expenses caused by 
hospitalization or accidents. Aflac pays cash 
benefits directly to you!
David Espinosa
Phone: 512.535.5683
Fax: 801.217.7352
www.espinosaAgency.com

Air Evac Lifeteam’s membership program is of-
fered at a discount to SFFMA Members. Makes it 
possible for people who live in rural areas to be 
transported to emergency medical treatment in 
half the time. No out - of-pocket flight expenses.
AirMedCare Network providers can provide finan-
cial peace of mind for you and your family while 
providing this vital service to the community.
Randy Teague
Phone: 325.201.6278
Email: teaguerandy@air-evac.com
www.airmedcarenetwork.com

AMBA offers an array of discounts and 
insurance services at low monthly payments.
• Dental/Vision Insurance (VSP)
• Long-Term Care/Home Health Care
• First Diagnosis Heart Attack & First Diagnosis    	
      Cancer Plans
• Final Expense Whole Life Policy
• Medicare Supplement Insurance Plans
AMBA offers special discounts on hotels, 
vacations, rental cars, etc. for SFFMA Members!
Phone: 800.258.7041
www.myambabenefits.info/sffma

 

AIL Insurance offers life and supplemental 
accident & health products to its consumers. 
These products provide valuable protection 
for you and your family.
No-Cost Benefits include: Child Safe Kit for 
each of your children at no cost to you. 
Request a kit!
Phone: 254.761.6400
Fax: 254.741.5701
www.ailife.com/benefits/sg5d2

Ameridoc is an affordable solution to the 
challenge of health care access. We provide 
you and your family with access to U.S.-
based licensed physicians for telephone 
consultations. Regardless of your location, 
you can connect with a doctor in real-time 
for treatment or diagnosis of common 
conditions.
Call a doctor while on the road or traveling, no 
denials or application, immediate coverage 
nationwide. Ask about Life/Disability benefits.
Special pricing: 
Single: $14.95 a month
Family: $21.95 a month
Phone: 877.870.4447 Ext. 8

Assets In Order is a company that provides a 
great service through Legacy Lockbox. This 
legacy planning tool enables members to 
organize and update asset information in a 
secure place for future access. Plan ahead 
for your family and store life insurance 
documents, your will, financial documents, 
social media passwords, personal messages, 
etc. in your Legacy Lockbox! 
This online service is 256-bit encrypted, equal 
to security levels used by banks. Includes 1 GB 
of storage of any important information your 
family might need in case of your passing.
It offers a family notification option that can 
ensure your wishes are carried out.
SFFMA members get a FREE 1 year Legacy 
Lockbox Heritage Membership!
Phone: 888.840.1213
www.assetsinorder.com/SFFMA

TM

Already an AT&T member? Well be sure you 
are getting a discount on your monthly 
payment!
SFFMA Members receive 11% off monthly 
payments when providing unique 
promocode. Request code by emailing 
membership@sffma.org

Find the best value in Auto Insurance with 
California Casualty. They have special 
rates for all SFFMA members. Free ID 
Defense, $500 personal property coverage 
(including turnout gear), towing and 
roadside assistance, guaranteed rates for 
12 months, and more!
Call now for a free, no-obligation rate quote!
Phone: 866.477.7423
Hours: M-F 8am-8pm, Sat 10am-2pm
Brandon Watson
Phone: 866.477.7423
Email: bwatson@calcas.com

Find the best airfare online with CheapOAir.
com! If you purchase through this website 
you can save some money off the ticket 
price!
SFFMA Members must request a promocode 
prior to searching for your airfare. Promotions 
vary throughout the year.
Contact membership@sffma.org for assistance 
with promocodes. Provide SFFMA ID#.

Find a great deal on your hotel stay online 
with CheapOStay.com! If you purchase 
through this website you can save some 
money off your rate!
SFFMA Members must request a promocode 
prior to searching with CheapOStay.com. 
Promotions vary throughout the year. 

Contact membership@sffma.org for assis-
tance with promocodes. Provide SFFMA ID#.
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MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
SFFMA 
Bereavement 
Program 
offers savings 
on funeral/
cremation 

products and services.  Tributes are offered 
at no cost for firefighters and EMS personnel 
who fall in the line of duty.
Discount based on the arrangements made 
through a Dignity memorial Service provider 
in your area.
Phone: 888.615.2277 or 800.344.6489
www.dignitymemorial.com

List and sell your home 
through Goldwasser 
Realty, through the 
“Heroes Helping Heroes 
Program.”
15% of the sales commission 
is RETURNED to you!
5% is donated to Texas 
Wildfire Relief fund

Another $500 is donated to Texas Wildfire Relief 
Fund
Phone: 512.470.2277

Enjoy your stay 
at any La Quinta 
Inn & Suites hotel 
when you use your 
member discount!
SFFMA Members 
can get at least 

10% off their nightly rate by providing unique 
promocode and presenting their SFFMA ID Card 
at Check-In.
Promocode: SFFMA10 and/or TXSTAT10

Get professionally monitored home security 
for $10 a month, with a 36-month contract.
Discount on monthly service.
Customized pricing for system that best suits 
your home security needs.
Phone: 800.615.4225

North Central EMS Cooperative assist 
members in providing cost-effective, quality 
service by negotiating discounted contracts 
for EMS equipment & supplies from different 
vendors.
Ask about the complete list of vendors today! 
Don’t pay retail for anything from ambulances 
to uniforms with NCEMSC.
Phone: 888.603.4426
Email: office@ncemsc.org
www.ncemsc.org

Become a member of 
NVFC to take advantage 
of an increased AD&D and 
LODD benefit, member 
access to NVFC website and 
resources, and discounts.

Join NVFC for $15 a year; $1 goes back to SFFMA. 
Includes a $10,000 AD&D and $20,000 LODD 
benefit.
Contact: membership@sffma.org for more 
details and how to sign up.

SFFMA members 
never have to pay 
retail again for ad-
mission to Six Flags 
Fiesta Texas.
SFFMA General 

Admission is $35.50! That’s ½ off the regular 
price!
Tickets must be purchased online. 
Email: membership@sffma.com to request 
promocode.

 

Lower your energy 
costs by switching 
your provider to 
Stream Energy and 
receive discounts 
on your monthly 

bill! The Power Up  Program helps SFFMA’s 
various funds and programs while providing 
you savings.

Check if Stream Energy is an energy provider 
in your area! Ask membership@sffma.org 
about enrolling in the Power Up Program!
Phone: 866.447.8732
Email: customerservice@streamenergy.net
www.sffma.streampowerup.biz

Target solutions delivers innovative 
applications that help fire departments run 
more efficiently. Accredited Training for EMS 
continuing education. Track and record hands- 
on-training, there’s no software necessary!
Receive up to a 30% discount on Prevention Link 
Professional Online Training!
Jason Finley
Phone: 858.376.1619
Email: jsf@targetsolutions.com
www.targetsolutions.com

TFFF is dedicated to providing the most 
cost-effective financing and expertise to 
fund your fire station and equipment.  
Contact the Government Capital 
Corporation about the TFF Fund and let 
them know you are an SFFMA Member.
Phone: 800.883.1199
www govcap.com

Solavei rewards you for using your cell phone! 
Join Solavei and pay only $49 a month for 
UNLIMITED, voice, text & data, then earn 
when you pass the information along to your 
friends!
No Contract, no hidden fees, just $49 a month 
for Unlimited voice,text and data.
Add three people to your Solavei Network and 
earn $20 a month! Add nine people and your 
monthly bill is PAID IN FULL!
http://www.solavei.com/txfirefighters

New or 
existing cus-
tomers can 
save with 
Sprint.

Restrictions may apply. 23% off select plans. 
Everything Unlimited plan not eligible for 
discount. 
Primary account holder must be an SFFMA 
Member.
Contact membership@sffma.org for discount 
information.

Thrifty.com has great online deals that 
vary throughout the year. Don’t pay full 
price for your auto rental when you are an 
SFFMA member!
Contact membership@sffma.org for your 
promocode, limited time offers for certain 
deals and promocodes apply.

New or existing customers activating a new 
line of service can save when with T-Mobile!
T-Mobile offers: Waived Activation fee, 
additional 10% off qualifying monthly recurring 
charges, free shipping and more! 
Contact membership@sffma.org  for 
information on Promocodes/discounts for 
T-Mobile accounts.

VFIS is the largest insurance, education and 
consulting services provider to emergency 
services organizations in Texas. SFFMA has a 
longstanding relationship with VFIS of Texas, 
and we trust they can fulfill any department’s 
insurance need.
Ask about their coverage packages that include 
Accident & Sickness Insurance, Liability, Property, etc. 
Phone: 800.252.9435/ Fax: 512.448.9929
Email: vfisoftexas@vfistx.com/ www.vfistx.com
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DEFINITION BENEFITS DUES (January 1st - December 31)

This member is eligible to participate in the SFFMA 
Certification Program. The Texas Industrial Emergency 
Services Board has been formed to address the needs of 
Industrial firefighters in Texas.
• AD&D and LODD of $5,000
• Discounts to all Loyalty/Affiliate programs SFFMA has 	       	
      available (see Membership Benefits List for complete list)
• Discounts on SFFMA Conference Registration
• Discounts on Training Material from SFFMA Store
• Free SFFMA Publications
• Access to SFFMA Online system for viewing 	    	
      certification/training summariesIN
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MEMBERSHIP TYPES

Any person interested in issues pertaining 
to TIESB may become an Industrial 
member of this Association, which 
includes the eligibility of any benefits 
which may be available to individual 
members.

$30 annual dues

Any person interested in issues pertaining 
to TEMSB may become an EMS member 
of this Association, which includes the 
eligibility of any benefits which may be 
available to individual members. 
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$30 annual duesThis member is not eligible to participate in the 
SFFMA Certification Program (because it pertains 
only to fire-related Certifications).
The Texas Emergency Medical Services Board has 
been formed to address the needs of Texas EMS.
• AD&D and LODD of $5,000
• Discounts to all Loyalty/Affiliate programs SFFMA 	
      has available (See Membership Benefits List for 	
      complete list)
• Discounts on SFFMA Conference Registration
• Discounts on Training Material from SFFMA Store
• Free SFFMA Publications

Any person who does not reside in Texas 
or in the continental U.S. interested in 
eligibility of any benefits which may be 
available to individual members, can 
join the Association. Their program is 
presided over by the SFFMA International 
Committee.
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This member is eligible to participate in the 
SFFMA Certification Program (available in 
Spanish), and modified to apply outside of Texas. 
This program does NOT certify an international 
Firefighter in Texas. However, it does provide proof 
of compliance with the same SFFMA program 
guidelines used by Texas volunteers.
• AD&D and LODD of $5,000
• Discounts to all Loyalty/Affiliate programs SFFMA 	
       has available (See Membership Benefits List for 	
       complete list)
• Discounts on SFFMA Conference Registration
• Discounts on Training Material from SFFMA Store
• Free SFFMA Publications
• Access to SFFMA Online system for viewing 
certification/training summaries

$30 annual dues

LIFE MEMBER
This membership is limited to all past 
presidents of the Association who upon 
expirations of the terms of office (six 
years), become life members. They are 
entitled to vote on all matters.
This member is exempt from payment 
of association dues and annual 
conference and convention registration 
fees.

HONORARY MEMBER
This membership is for those who are not 
affiliated with a member department, but 
whom the Association desires to honor in 
recognition of service to SFFMA. They shall 
not be entitled to vote nor be eligible to 
hold office.
This member is exempt from payment 
of association dues; however they must 
pay annual training conference and 
convention registration fees.

HONORARY LIFE MEMBER
This membership is granted to people 
the Association wishes to honor 
in recognition of distinguished, 
meritorious, or long, faithful service to 
SFFMA. They are entitled to vote.
This member is exempt from payment 
of association dues; however they must 
pay annual training conference and 
convention registration fees.

Get discounts on Training when you attend 
SFFMA Conference just for being a member.

Save from $50 to $100 on the price of Main 
Conference registration.
Contact: membership@sffma.org 

MEMBER PRICING (STORE/CONFERENCE)

Get discounts on Training Books from different publishers.
We offer the best prices for our members!

Julie Beauchamp
Ph. 512.454.3473 ext.905

E. sales@sffma.org



16th Annual Parade of Lights013
SUNDAY - December 1, 2013

START @ 5:00 PM
Track 21 Parking Lot 448-AA

4815 Hwy 6 @ Loch Katrine
Houston, TX 77084

END
Cy-Falls High School
9811 Huffmeister Road
Houston, TX 77095

TROPHIES AWARDED AT END OF PARADE FOR THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES:

Judges Choice
Fire Engines
Wreckers
Motorcycles

Hard Luck Award
Rescue Trucks
Commercial Vehicles
Longest Distance

Ambulance
Aerial Trucks
Floats
Specialty*

Judging begins at start of parade route! All participants must be in place no later than 5:00 pm.

Texas Volunteer Firefighters Relief Fund
By Rodney Crosby, President

What happens when a catastrophic event happens to a volunteer? The Texas Volunteer Firefighters Relief Fund, Inc. was 
established to help those who help others. We raise money throughout the year to assist in a time of catastrophe; the 
death of a volunteer, a family member, or the loss of their home due to fire or flood. The Relief Fund provides short–term 
assistance in many ways. Sometimes just being able to drive someone to an important appointment or simply holding the 
hand of a grieving person can be the very best support that we are able to give. 
In most areas throughout Texas, Volunteers provide fire protection and emergency medical service. These men and women 
work full-time jobs during the day or night and come out to help in their communities at all hours. They sometimes work 
without sleep to make sure that a damaged roof was covered or someone’s personal treasure was secured. 
Like any charitable organization, the Relief Fund relies solely on the generous contributions and help of the community. In 
addition, we have special fundraising events during the year. With assistance from individuals and organizations like you 
we will be successful in bringing our community together, and you will help us help our own.

PLEASE NO SANTAS....HE IS ALREADY SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE.

Hot Chocolate, Cookies and other refreshments along with shirts and caps 
will be available to purchase at the end of the parade. 

CONTACT US FOR MORE 
INFORMATION: 

Parade Hotline: 281.831.4523
Email: TVFFRF@gmail.com 
Website: www.tvffrf.com 

CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
Texas VFFRF
PO Box 214 

Cypress, TX 77429

*(any other vehicle not listed above)
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2013 SUSTAINING MEMBERS

A
ACS FIREHOUSE Solutions 
ROGERS, MIKE	
10051 Barton Cir	
Frisco, TX 75035-6667	
Phone: 888.941.3473
Email: mike.rogers@acs-inc.com 

Advanced Rescue Systems	
WILLIAMS, BRYAN	
3459 FM 36 S	
Caddo Mills, TX 75135-6773	
Phone: 903.527.3841
Email: advancedrescue@hotmail.com

AG-Meier, Inc.	
RAY, A. C.	
920 East 6th Avenue 	
Belton, TX 76513-2712	
Phone: 254.939.3731
Email: fireami@vvm.com

Akron Brass Co.	
RUDY, ZACH
PO Box 86	
Wooster, OH 44691-0086	
Phone: 800.228.1161
Email: zrudy@akronbrass.com

Applied Force Technologies	
WATKINS, BOB	
2409 Colleen Dr	
Pearland, TX 77581-5403	
Phone: 832.289.2135
Email: bob@appliedforcetech.com

Buckstop Truckware Inc. 	
HARTFIELD, SHAWN	
1125 Industrial Parkway	
Newberg, OR 97132-7437	
Phone: 503.554.0001
Email: shawn@buckstop.biz 

BWA - Boynton-Williams & Associates	
BOYNTON, JAY	
4455 Lyndon B Johnson Fwy Ste 820	
Dallas, TX  75244-5917	
Phone: 972.661.5461
Email: jay@bwaarchitects.com

California Casualty 
ALMEIDA, LISA	
PO Box M	
San Mateo, CA 94402-0080	
Phone: 866.680.5143
Email: bwatson@calcas.com 

Casco Industries	
MURRAY, RAYMOND	
607 W 62nd St	
Shreveport, LA 71106-2913	
Phone: 800.551.8787
Email: raymond@cascoindustries.com 

Consolidated Traffic Controls, Inc.	
AYERS, DAVID	
1016 Enterprise Place	
Arlington, TX 76001-7140	
Phone: 817.265.3421
Email: president@ctc-traffic.com

Deep South Fire Trucks, Inc.	
TAYLOR, RONNIE	
8202 Redchurch Dr. 	
Spring, TX 77379-7165	
Phone: 601.722.4166
Email: cronnietaylor@yahoo.com

Del Mar College- Regional Fire 
Academy	
THIEME, WALTER	
101 Baldwin Blvd	
Corpus Christi, TX 78404-3805	
Phone: 361.698.1724

Department of Inner City Emergency 
Response	
WILLIAMS, WILMA
PO Box 8408	
Houston, TX 77288-8408	
Phone: 832.352.6192
Email: wwilliams1@in-cert.com

Emergency Response Solutions - Texas	
RIGGINS, REID	
6700 Woodlands Pkwy Ste 230-204	
The Woodlands, TX 77382-2575	
Phone: 281.796.7556
Email: reidriggins@erstexas.net

Emergency Services Insurance 
Program - ESIP
DIXON, BILL	
PO Box 5670	
Cortland, NY 13045-5670	
Phone: 800.822.3747 Ext 125
Email: wdixon@mcneilandcompany.com

Extraco Insurance	
RICE, JUDY	
18 S Main Street Fl 7	
Temple, TX 76501-7652	
Phone: 254.774.5905
Email: jrice@extracobanks.com 

Ferrara Fire Apparatus, Inc.	
HURST, ROBIN	
PO Box 249	
Holden, LA 70744-0249	
Phone: 225.567.7100
Email: robinh@ferrarafire.com 

Fire & Safety Specialists, Inc.**	
EWALD, BART	
540 Graham Rd	
College Station, TX 77845-9661	
Phone: 979.690.7560
Email: nvfd144@gmail.com

Fire in Texas **	
GOTHARD, RONNIE	
PO Box 3063	
Kilgore, TX 75663-3063	
Phone: 903.845.3473
Email: dedee@fireintexas.com

Firehouse Trophies and Gifts	
MORGANS, KAY	
12525 Skyline Dr	
Jenks, OK 74037-4917	
Phone: 918.528.6119
Email: morgansk@cox.net

Fisher Sportswear	
FISHER, BARRY	
6672 Lincoln Dr	
Philadelphia, PA 19119-3118	
Phone: 215.755.8565
Email: barry@fishersportswear.com 

Global Traffic Technologies	
WAID, CHANCE	
7800 3rd St N Ste 100	
Saint Paul, MN 55128-5452	
Phone: 214.548.2497
Email: chance.waid@gtt.com

Government Capital Corporation
REESE, SHEILA
345 Miron Dr
Southlake, TX 76092-7826
Phone: 800.883.1199
Email: sheila@govcap.com

Hall-Mark Fire Apparatus Texas LLC	
HOLMES, MARIA	
601 Martin Duke Rd
Van Alstyne, TX 75495-2824	
Phone: 713.962.9708
Email: mholmes@hall-markfire.com

America’s Command Training**
COLURCIELLO, JOSEPH
194 Mineral Springs Rd
Lockhart, TX 78644-4196	
Phone: 512.801.2666
Email: act_1@att.net

American Signal Corporation
RIESELBACH, ROB
8600 W Bradley Rd
Milwaukee, WI 53224-2816
Phone: 800.243.2911
Email: rrieselbach@americansignal.com 

B

C

Below is an aphabetical listing of current SFFMA Sustatining Members. Sustaining 
Membership is available to any company interested in exhibiting at the SFFMA 
Annual Conference. Please keep these companies in mind when purchasing new 
apparatus, equipment and services. 
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Air Cleaning Technologies, Inc.	
DUNCAN, DAVE	
1300 W Detroit St	
Broken Arrow, OK 74012-3625	
Phone: 918.251.8000
Email: info@aircleaningtech.com

E.D. Bullard
BARNETT, STEVE
1814 Bayou Breeze Dr
Baytown, TX 77523-8448
Phone: 713.384.3028
Email: steve_barnett@bullard.com

F

Fire Supply Inc.	
MCKITTRICK, RICH	
PO Box 89	
Godley, TX 76044-0089
Phone: 817.389-2377
Email: rich@firesupplyinc.com

Fuego International, LLC	
HIDROGO, JOE	
8101 Cameron Rd Ste 101	
Austin, TX 78754-3816	
Phone: 512.490.1480
Email: joeh@fuegostore.com 

G

Gulf State Safety, LLC
(Fire Fighter Tool Supply, Inc.)
DAVIS, RAYE JEAN	
9103 Boudreaux Rd
Tomball, TX 77375-7402	
Phone: 281.631.0588
Email: rj@gulfstatesafety.com 

H

Hazard Control Technologies, Inc. 	
STRAHAN, TED
1617 Mineral Springs Dr
Allen, TX 75002-0617
Phone: 469.316.1173
Email: tstrahan@hct-world.com

Hooks N Irons Training LLC
DAHLVIG, JON	
1523 Steamboat Trail
Lewisville, TX 75077-7540	
Phone: 972.743.4697
Email: hooksniron@yahoo.com

Hoyt Breathing Air Products 
HOYT, PETE	
PO Box 653	
Quinlan, TX 75474-0011	
Phone: 903.447.3385
Email: lhoyt4033@aol.com

AmeriDoc
WHITEHEAD, ELIZABETH
14785 Preston Road, Ste 975
Dallas, TX 75254-6878	
Phone: 469.814.8716
Email: ewhitehead@ihipins.com

Chief Fire & Safety Co. Inc. 	
PAYNE, RICHARD	
927 S 4th St	
Chickasha, OK 73018-4655	
Phone: 405.224.2596

First In Software
DOCKINS, JOEY
12934 Youngfield Dr. 
Cypress, TX 77429-3847
Phone: 832.250.1172
Email: joey.dockins@firstinmap.com

Foam Pro
SMALL, CHUCK
11650 S Ridgeway Dr
Willis, TX 77318-5464
Phone: 936.697.3626
Email: chuck.small@pentair.com

Industrial Safety Training Council	
PHILP, JIM	
324 N Memorial Fwy	
Nederland, TX 77627-7150	
Phone: 409.833.2378
Email: jim@istc.net

Independent Insurance Agents 
of Texas	
VANDELINDER, DAVID	
1115  San Jacinto Ste 100	
Austin, TX 78701-1994	
Phone: 800.880.7428
Email: ltimm@iiat.org

I
IamResponding.com
SEIDBERG, DANIEL	
PO Box 93	
Syracuse, NY 13214-0093	
Phone: 315.701.1372 ext. 23
Email: dseidberg@emergencysmc.com

2013 SFFMA Conference Sponsors ** Certification Board approved training provider



TetraKO, LLC  •  120 Bridgepoint Way, Ste A  •  South St. Paul, MN 55075  •  www.TetraKO.com  •  612-230-3550

© 2013 TetraKO, LLC. TetraKO is a registered trademark of TetraKO, LLC.

The newly approved Texas CEF (Community Enhancement Funds) Grant monies will soon be available! These 100%  
reimbursement grant monies are ideally suited for rural Texas fire departments that desire to ramp up their wildfire protection 
capabilities. And the TetraKO® wildland firefighting system is pre-approved for the CEF monies. 

TetraKO Technology
At the heart of the system is TetraKO water enhancer, a product that has undergone extensive and successful testing in Texas.  
TetraKO is far superior in fighting fires because its proprietary dual thickening agent allows it to adhere and stay where applied. 
When heated by fire, TetraKO becomes even thicker and releases a cooling steam that dramatically aids fire suppression.  
TetraKO is the first product of its type that contains no super absorbent polymers, and it is environmentally friendly.

Tested at TEEX
TetraKO testing at the TEEX Product Development Center compared TetraKO side by side with plain water and with Class A 
foam.  The result: fire knockdown testing found that TetraKO yielded a nearly 91% efficiency increase over water alone, and  
an 86% increase over Class A foam.

TetraKO Wildfire Protection System
The TetraKO Wildfire Protection System originated in response to  
requests from Texas Fire Departments to develop an integrated 
firefighting package that takes advantage of the many firefighting 
benefits of TetraKO technology. The products include the TetraKO 
TurboMixer system and/or the TetraKO Wildland Skid, and  
easy-to-mix TetraKO powder concentrate.

The TetraKO TurboMixer facilitates large-batch mixing of TetraKO 
powder concentrate into water – for storage in the system tank,  
or immediate off-loading of mixed TetraKO solution into any fire  
apparatus. The TetraKO TurboSkid unit is designed for placement  
on the flatbed of a pickup truck or on a trailer.  The TurboSkid  
comes equipped with a 200-gallon tank and an 18 HP pump.  

Limited Time Promotion Offer
The first 50 Texas fire departments that apply and are approved  
for funding will receive a bonus of on-site training and a supply of  
TetraKO water enhancer powder. Those who purchase a TurboSkid 
system will receive enough TetraKO powder to provide 2,000  
gallons of mixed solution, or the equivalent of 20,000 gallons of  
water. Those who purchase the TurboMixer system will receive 
enough TetraKO to provide 3,000 gallons of mixed solution, the 
equivalent of 30,000 gallons of water.

For more information on the TetraKO Wildfire Protection System, 
and to see videos of TetraKO in action, visit www.tetrako.com.

TEXaS COmmuniTy EnhanCEmEnT FundS avaiLabLE SOOn!

REv 9-13

For CEF grant timing and application information,  
and product pricing, visit: www.tetraKO.com,  

or call 612-230-3550.
The TetraKO TurboSkid (left) and TurboMixer.
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Insurance Services Office, Inc.	
BRADLEY, PHILLIP	
4030 W Braker Ln Ste 350	
Austin, TX 78759-5353	
Phone: 512.440.9914
Email: pbradley@iso.com

Intermedix	
COGGINS, ERIN	
6451 N Federal Hwy Ste 1000	
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308-1424	
Phone: 954.308.8700
Email: erin.coggins@intermedix.com

Jacobs-Weber, Inc.	
HULL, PATRICK	
PO Box 67	
Yoakum, TX 77995-0067	
Phone: 361.293.3557
Email: phull@jacobs-weber.com

Jones and Bartlett Learning	
ROONEY, BRIAN
5 Wall St Fl 3	
Burlington, MA 01803-4700	
Phone: 978.579.8154
Email: brooney@jblearning.com
 

Kimco Services, Inc.	
KIMMEL, ROY	
103 Oyster Creek Dr # 3	
Lake Jackson, TX 77566-4157	
Phone: 979.297.9246
Email: kimco@kimco-services.net

Knox Company	
HELLER, REBBECA	
1601 W Deer Valley Rd	
Phoenix, AZ 85027-2112	
Phone: 623.687.2300 x 505
Email: cjones@knoxbox.com

LaQuinta Hotel Management 
ALLEN, KATHERINE
2220 Pine Thicket Lane
Bedford, TX 76021-2542
Phone: 972.505.4507
Email: katherine.allen@laquinta.com 

LION	
HORN, JENNIFER	
7200 Poe Ave Ste 400	
Dayton, OH 45414-2547	
Phone:972.772.8796
Email: cparkinson@lionprotects.com 

Lonestar Fire Specialties
ALEXANDER DALE
3809 Little Valley Ct
Granbury, TX 76049-6225	
Phone: 817.219.2354
Email: dale@lonestarfirespecialties.com

MES - Municipal Emergency 
Services	
ALLEN, BRENT	
16511 Hedgecroft Dr Ste 200	
Houston, TX 77060-3622	
Phone: 800.784.0404
Email: ballen@mesfire.com

Metro Fire Apparatus Specialists, Inc.	
MINTON, JIM	
10940 W Sam Houston Pkwy N 
Ste 325	
Houston, TX 77064-5769	
Phone: 281.517.0911
Email: jminton@mfas.com 

Morton Buildings, Inc.	
JOHNSTON, KURT	
8840 FM 2920 Rd	
Spring, TX 77379-2201	
Phone: 281.374.0490
Email: kurt.johnston@mortonbuildings.com 

Muscular Dystrophy Association	
BAKER, ED	
12655 North Central Expressway
Ste 235	
Dallas, TX 75243-1707	
Phone: 972.669.3892
Email: ebaker@mdausa.org 

Micro-Blaze® Microbial Products
(Verde Environmental, Inc.)
SCOGIN, JENNIFER
9223 Eastex Fwy
Houston, TX 77093-7001
Phone: 713.691.6468
Email: jscogin@micro-blaze.com

National Fire Safety Council	
COOK, LINDA	
PO Box 378	
Michigan Center, MI 49254-0378	
Phone: 517.764.2811
Email: conventions@nfcd.org

Powell & Leon LLP 	
CLARK, ANDREW	
1706 W 6th St	
Austin, TX 78703-4703	
Phone: 512.494.1177

Provident Insurance
D'IPPOLITO, DAREN	
272 Alpha Dr	
Pittsburgh, PA 15238-2934	
Phone: 800.447.0360
Email: ddippolito@providentbenefits.com 

Safety and Fire Education Training	
TITTEL, DEACON	
400 Riverside St	
Highlands, TX 77562-2509	
Phone: 281.932.0891
Email: safet4u@gmail.com

Sharp Testing Services, Inc. 
SHARP, STEPHEN	
9506 Miller Rd	
Magnolia, TX 77354-3434	
Phone: 281.356.1235
Email: ssharp@sharptesting.com
 
Shell Pipeline Company LP	
BARKER, PHILLIP	
404 Jefferson 	
Pasadena, TX 77506-3145	
Phone: 713.423.3382
Email: phillip.barker@shell.com

Siddons-Martin Emergency 
Group 	
GIVLER, KIRK	
14233 Interdrive W	
Houston, TX 77032-3323	
Phone: 800.784.6806
Email: kgivler@siddons-martin.com

Neel Fire Protection Apparatus
LEDNICKY, CLAY	
1118 Interstate 35 N	
Waco, TX 76705-2834	
Phone: 800.433.3402
Email: neel@texnet.net

I

J

John Wright Associates, Inc. 
WRIGHT, JOHN	
1111 W Abram St
Arlington, TX 76013-7324	
Phone: 817.459.2001
Email: jill@johnwrightassoc.com

K

Knapheide Truck Company
PIKE, TIM
398 N Interstate 35 Service Rd
Red Oak, TX 75154-4248
Phone: 972.617.3770
Email: tpike@knapheide.com 

L

M
Masimo	
CONNEY, STEVE
40 Parker
Irvine, CA 92618-1601	
Phone: 949.297.7000
Email: sconney@masimo.com

Medic-CE.com
EZZEDDINE, RICHARD
PO Box 540141
Houston, TX 77254-0141	
Phone: 877.458.9498
Email:mcesales@medic-ce.com

N

P

S

Simplex Grinnell
RODRIGUEZ, FRANK
8323 N. Eldridge Pkwy Ste 120
Houston, TX 77041-1300
Phone: 281.671.3256
Email: frrodriguez@simplexgrinnell.com 

Spartan Chassis, Inc. 
HUSSEY, ANDREA
1541 Reynolds Rd
Charlotte, MI 48813-2040
Phone: 517.543.6400
Email:
Andrea.Hussey@spartanmotors.com

Specialized Billing & Collection 
Systems of Texas
GLOVER, BRUCE
14340 Torrey Case Blvd Ste 300
Houston, TX 77014-1033
Phone: 281.397.0397
Email: bruce@specializedbilling.net

State Association of Fire & 
Emergency Districts
AVERY, CLIFF
PO Box 676
Pflugerville, TX 78691-0676
Phone: 512.251.8101
Email: safed@texas.net

Steele Fire Apparatus	
STEELE, BILL	
806 N 1st St E	
Haskell, TX 79521-6238	
Phone: 940.864.2208
Email: bill@sfabrushfiretrucks.com 

2013 SUSTAINING MEMBERS

Kirkpatrick Architecture Studio 
NOBLES, TERRY	
100 West Mulberry St	
Denton, TX 76201-6010	
Phone: 940.387.8182
Email: info@k-a-studio.com 

Kidde Fire Safety
ZIPSER, NEAL
1016 Corporate Park Drive
Mebane, NC 27302-8368
Phone: 919.304.8264 
Email: neal.zipser@kiddeus.com

Philadephia Insurance Companies
GOFF, LANCE	
3939 Belt Line Rd Ste 650
Addison, TX 75001-5842	
Phone: 469.221.7932
Email: lgoff@phlyins.com 

Scott Safety
ROBERTSON, MARK 	
1618 Ash Meadow Dr
Houston, TX 77090-2352
Phone: 281.537.0570
Email: marobertson@tycoint.com

Sealegs of Texas
HOPKINS, MIKE
PO Box 1
Brenham, TX 77834-0001
Phone: 979.836.2022 
Email: mike.hopkins@sealegsoftexas.com

Sutphen	
SHUMAKER, DEAN	
4090 Peabody Ct	
Addison, TX 75001-3503	
Phone: 800.848.5860
Email: bill@sfabrushfiretrucks.com 

T
Target Solutions
FINLEY, JASON
10805 Rancho Bernardo Rd Ste 200
San Diego, CA 92127-5703
Phone: 858.229.2881
Email: jsf@targetsolutions.com

Task Force Tips	
TAYLOR, SHERRY	
3701 Innovation Way	
Valparaiso, IN 46383-8395	
Phone: 219.462.6161
Email: sherry.taylor@tft.com

TetraKO	
WAHL, RANDY	
120 Bridgepoint Way
South Saint Paul, MN 55075-2499	
Phone: 952.567.3314
Email: randywahl@tetrako.com

2013 SFFMA Conference Sponsors
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Wildfire Truck & Equipment 
Sales	
EVANS, DAVID	
5313 Big Six St	
Alvarado, TX 76009-5181	
Phone: 888.452.2701
Email: patty@wildfiretruck.com

Wilson Fire Rescue	
WILSON, KIRBY	
218 Deborah Dr Ste 2	
New Braunfels, TX 78130-3053	
Phone: 830.625.2343
Email: kirbyjr@wilsonfirerescue.com

VFIS of Texas /Regnier & Associates 	
MARZEAN, BARBARA	
3420 Executive Center Dr Ste 301	
Austin, TX 78731-1626	
Phone: 512.448-9928
Email: bmarzean@vfistx..com

Westex Welding Co./
Westex Custom Fire Apparatus	
BRADBURRY, CURTIS	
210 Cottonwood Rd	
West, TX 76691-1801	
Phone: 254.826.5343
Email: info@westexfire.com

T

Texas Farm Bureau Casualty 
Insurance Company 	
7420 Fish Pond Rd	
Waco, TX 76710-1010	
Phone: 800.772.6535

TML Intergovernmental Risk Pool 	
EPPERSON, SCOTT	
PO Box 149194	
Austin, TX 78714-9194	
Phone: 512.491.2300
Email: sepperson@tmlirp.org

The Danielle Dawn Smalley 
Foundation
JOSEPH, MICHELLE
999 W US Highway 175
Crandall, TX 75114-2003
Phone: 972.472.6500
Email: michellejoseph@smalleyfnd.org

TrainingDivision.com **	
MOFFITT, JULIA	
10300 FM 1902	
Crowley, TX 76036-5606	
Phone: 817.297.4450
Email: julia@trainingdivision.com 

Texas Fire Facilities Fund
(Government Capital Corp.)
REESE, SHEILA
345 Miron Dr
Southlake, TX 76092-7826
Phone: 800.883.1199
Email: sheila@govcap.com

Texas Pyrotechnics Association
JOHNSON, JAN
1101 114th St
Lubbock, TX 79423-7237
Phone: 806.786.0784

The Carlton Law Firm, PLLC	
CARLTON, JOHN	
2705 Bee Cave Rd	
Austin, TX 78146	
Phone: 512.614.0901
Email: john@carltonlawaustin.com

The Gary Tilton Firefighter 
Training Fund
TILTON, JOANN
PO Box 241
Katy, TX 77492-0241
Phone: 281.391.2787

Tyler Junior College	
EASTMAN, JERRY	
PO Box 9020
Tyler, TX 75711-9020
Phone: 903.510.3205
Email: jeas@tjc.edu 

V

W
Weatherford College -
Fire Academy
MALLEY, STEPHEN
225 College Park Dr
Weatherford, TX 76086-6265
Phone: 817.598.6429
Email: smalley@wc.edu

Williams Fire & Hazard 
Control, Inc. 	
ISAACKS, RICK	
PO Box 1359
Mauriceville, TX 77626-1359	
Phone: 409.745.3232
Email: rick.isaacks@tycofp.com

Wild Well Control, Inc. 
(HSE Services Group)
DAVIS, CASEY
2202 Oil Center Ct
Houston, TX 77073-3333
Phone: 281.784.4700
Email: cdavis@wildwell.com

Z
Zodiac of North America
CHRISTIAN, SIERRA	
540 Thompson Creek Rd
Stevensville, MD 21666-2508
Phone: 410.643.4141 ext. 366
Email: sierra.christian@zodiacmilpro.com

Sustaining Membership dues are 
$170 per year 

(January - December)
For more information about 

Sustaining Membership, 
its benefits and advertising, 
please contact Gabi Glass at 

gglass@sffma.org or 
call 512.454.3473 ext. 902

CONFERENCE SPONSORS
2013 CONFERENCE SPONSORS

Thank you for your participation!

GOLD SPONSORS

COPPER SPONSORS

GOLF TOURNAMENT SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

Texas
Fire Facilities Fund TM

Vic Einspahr

PLATINUM SPONSORS

** Certification Board approved training provider



20 TEXAS FIREMEN   October 2013

ASSETS IN ORDER DONATES LEGACY 
LOCKBOX HERITAGE MEMBERSHIPS TO 
SFFMA MEMBERS IN TEXAS
Recognizing the invaluable service that Texas first 
responders provide to their communities, Assets In 
Order, a Houston-based company and the creator of 
an online legacy planning and storage service, Legacy 
Lockbox, is donating a one-year Heritage membership 
of the service to all current SFFMA members statewide. 
The donation is valued at more than $396,000.00.  
Legacy Lockbox enables members to organize and 
update their assets and personal information in a 
single, secure place for future access by themselves 
or designated loved ones when needed. Members 
can store a wide variety of files ranging from their 
will, life insurance documents and financial account 
information to social media passwords, favorite 
photos, family mementos, pet directives, final wishes 
and even personal messages. Legacy Lockbox enables 
the lockbox owner to designate loved ones and friends 
to receive specific content should the lockbox owner 
pass. The online service includes 1GB of storage and 
is protected by 256-bit encryption, equal to security 
levels used by banks and other major financial 
institutions. The creator of Legacy Lockbox hopes it 
offers first responders some peace of mind. 

“This year, we’ve seen a tremendous amount of 
casualties among first responders across the U.S. 
and especially here in Texas,” said David Harris, CEO 
and founder of Assets In Order. “Every morning 
when a Texas first responder hero wakes up, they 
don’t know what their day will bring. My desire is to 
provide these brave men and women, who risk their 
lives daily, with a convenient and cost-free way to 
feel more secure knowing that they have planned 
ahead for their families. I know first-hand that 
planning ahead for your family shows you care.”
Harris created the Legacy Lockbox after he was 
diagnosed with a life-threatening illness, and then 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
experienced the unexpected loss of a family 
member and was unable to find that family 
members’ important documents. That experience 
and his own need for a legacy planning tool 
fueled his desire to develop the Legacy Lockbox 
and found his company, Assets In Order. 
 “We are honored to accept this donation as 
a benefit for our members,” said Chris Barron, 
executive director of SFFMA. “Our first responders 
give their all to the communities they serve. 
Assets In Order understands what our heroes do 
and recognizes the importance of these great 
men and women and their families.”

SFFMA members can gain 
access to their free one-year 
Legacy Lockbox Heritage 
membership by visiting 
www.assetsinorder.com/
SFFMA. Members will need 
to provide Assets In Order 
with their name, email 
address and their SFFMA 
membership ID number 
to access their free coupon 
code. For questions related 
to signing up for the Heritage 
membership, members can 
contact Assets In Order at 
1-888-840-1213. 
To learn more about 
Assets In Order visit                                 
www.assetsinorder.com.                       

TM

New Member Benefits 
at No Cost!

Through a partnership with American Income Life 
Insurance Company, additional benefits are being 
provided to all members of the State Firemen’s 
and Fire Marshals’ Association of Texas.
A letter regarding these benefits is being mailed to 
you.  Make sure to return the reply card naming 
your beneficiary.

BENEFITS INCLUDE:
$3,000 Group Accidental Death & 

Dismemberment Benefit
Health Services Discount Card

Child Safe Kit

Learn more at www.ailife.com/benefits/sg5d2

An AIL representative will contact members 
who return the reply card to arrange a 
convenient time to deliver their benefits 
and review other supplemental insurance 
benefits that may be available.

Bereavement Uniform Program
‘Taking Care of Those Who took Care of Us’ ™

After 15 years, the Lighthouse Uniform Company’s Fallen Fire Fighter Dress 
Uniform Program has dropped the LODD requirement and is making a dress 
uniform for burial purposes available to any family needing one. We call this new 
program the Bereavement Uniform. 
It is a collaborative effort between the Fire Service and the Lighthouse Uniform 
Company.  It calls for departments and firefighters to check their ‘closets’ for dress 
uniforms ‘surplused’ or no longer fitting and to send them in to the Lighthouse.
The Lighthouse cleans, refurbishes, reconfigures to rank, and makes them available 
to any family requesting one for burial purposes, at ‘no cost’ to the family.  The 
only charge is for freight which will be billed to the affiliated department.
The Bereavement Uniform Program does not live on the Lighthouse website.
To insure easy, timely access for all your people and to keep the program at the 
top of Internet searches, please add this hyperlink lighthouse-fire-dept-class-a-
bereavement-uniform-program to your department’s website. There is, of course, 
neither cost nor obligation.

http://bereavement.lighthouseuniform.com/

For more information, to join the SFFMA, National Volunteer Fire Council, the 
Federation of Fire Chaplains, and numerous departments already involved, or to 
engage the program, to donate or to receive a Bereavement Uniform, 
call us at 800-426-5225 (Seattle time). 

Very best regards,

Steve Cohen,President
Lighthouse Uniform Company
Home of the Bereavement Uniform Program
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and burning ember. The blast had 
shoved "Nick," the fire engine, back 
about 10 feet. Its blown-out side 
panels hung like broken wings.
He hoped he might still find a fire-
fighter alive, perhaps pinned under 
debris. But he saw no more survivors 
- only the remains of friends beyond 
help.
"I started to see things I didn't want 
to see," he recalled. "So I turned 
around and walked out."

The next morning
At sunrise, authorities had a 
preliminary understanding of 
what had been lost. Eventually, the 
numbers would stagger them.
Fifteen people killed - 12 first 
responders and three civilians. At 
least 300 injured. An apartment 
complex, nursing home, three 
schools and hundreds of homes 
were damaged or destroyed beyond 
repair.
Property damage was estimated at 
$100 million.
Over the next two weeks, the people 
of West and nearby communities 
came together to bury their dead. 
These included five of West's 
firefighters: Joey Pustejovsky, Cody 
Dragoo, Morris Bridges, and Bob and 
Doug Snokhous.
The four firefighters from nearby 
towns who left the training class in 
West to rush to the fire were killed: 
Kevin Sanders, Perry Calvin, Cyrus 
Reed and Jerry Chapman.
Three other first responders also 
died: Capt. Kenneth "Luckey" Harris 
Jr., the Dallas firefighter; Buck 
Uptmor, who owned a fence-
building business and died trying to 
rescue horses from a corral near the 
fire; and Jimmy Matus, who came 
to offer technical support for the 
firetrucks he'd helped build.
Funerals took place nearly every day. 
Most were held at St. Mary's, the big 
Catholic church in town. Mourners 
crammed into pews, shoulder to 
shoulder, while an overflow crowd 
stood in the back or outside.
Nors, his left arm in a sling, attended 
every funeral. Robby Payne, 
hospitalized for almost two weeks, 
got permission from his doctors 
to attend the memorial service at 
Baylor University, where President 
Barack Obama spoke.
Aderhold Funeral Home, which 
Payne runs with his older brother, 
handled the memorial services and 
burials for many of those who died. 
That number of services would have 
put an incredible strain on any small-
town funeral home. It was even 
worse for Aderhold because Payne's 

injuries and recovery left him un-
able to work for months.
By mid-June, Payne was limping 
around his office in a boot cast. He 
had torn ligaments and tendons in 
his left ankle.
Most of his injuries, though, were 
on his right side, where his body 
had smashed against the tank. He 
suffered major nerve and muscle 
damage from his right elbow to his 
shoulder. He also had broken bones 
on the right side of his face, several 
chipped teeth and a broken ear 
drum, which would require surgery.
He remembers little of what 
happened in the minutes just 
before and after the explosion. He 
ended up at Hillcrest Hospital in 
Waco and didn't hear about the 
deaths until two days later, when a 
fellow firefighter broke the news.
His body is healing faster than 
his psyche. "I'll lay down every 
night and cry," Payne said. "It's 
devastating to lose so many at one 
time."

Finding refuge
Chief Nors has found refuge in 
his family. His home was heavily 
damaged by the blast. He and 
his wife, Fran, are living with their 
daughter, her husband and their 
three kids. His son, who filled in as 
chief while he was injured, and his 
other daughter visit often.
The blast triggered traumatic 
memories from Nors' time in Vietnam.
After the war, he had nightmares. He 
was so jumpy that he once knocked 
Fran down when she approached 
from behind to give him a tender 
squeeze.

Back then, he received 
no counseling or 

therapy. The military didn't formally 
recognize post-traumatic stress as a 
medical diagnosis until the 1980s.
After the explosion, the nightmares 
returned. His sleep was restless. As 
Nors rebuilt his home, the bang of a 
falling board could reflexively send 
him to the ground. This time around, 
though, Nors said he got some 
counseling. He learned that the more 
he opens up, the less he dwells on 
losing the firefighters he thought of 
as sons.
Early on, though, the onslaught of 
media coverage caused Nors and 
other firefighters to retreat in silence. 
For months, a "No Press" sign hung 
from the fire station doors. The 
firefighters needed time to heal, and 
it was hard to do so in public.
Mayor Tommy Muska became a de 
facto department spokesman. He 
handled most questions, like how 
much the firefighters knew about the 
plant and about autopsy reports that 
showed two firefighters had violated 
the department's policy by respond-
ing with elevated blood alcohol 
levels that night.
"They went there to protect the 
town," Muska told The News earlier 
this month. "In my opinion, they are 
still heroes. In my opinion, they used 
their best judgment."
Nors did say that it's important to do 
more training. "You can't really ever 
train enough," he said.
Nors has slowly returned to the fire 
station, wearing his familiar Vietnam 
veteran baseball caps, driving his 
1982 powder blue Ford F150 with 
a U.S. Marine Corps sticker on one 
window and a West Volunteer Fire 
Department sticker on the other. 
He and his wife spend nearly every 
day helping the workers who are 
rebuilding their house.

But what calms Nors most is spending 
time with his grandchildren.
He likes to watch them play in their 
sandbox, push them on swings or 
take them for rides in his golf cart. 
Andrew likes to sleep on cushions 
next to them in the living room at 
night, while Nors and his wife - Papa 
and Mimi - sleep on the recliners. Ka-
tie, the littlest one, is silly and makes 
her grandfather laugh. And every 
morning, she insists on helping him 
put on his socks and shoes.
"That's what keeps me going," Nors 
said of his grandkids. "They just make 
me happy."

C.J.'s long walk
On that Wednesday night, after 
surviving the explosion only to find 
his friends' bodies, Gillaspie walked 
around town in a daze.
He saw the destroyed apartment 
complex and nursing home and the 
houses burning on Reagan Street. 
People ran past him looking for loved 
ones. Others pushed nursing home 
residents in wheelchairs toward the 
football field.
He kept walking until he got to 
his house, a few blocks west of 
the fertilizer plant. The house was 
destroyed, but he was relieved to find 
that his wife and two kids were safe.
He sent his family to a relative's 
house. Then he headed to his office 
near the town square, about a 
mile away. He had stripped down 
to his yellow firefighter pants 
and a T-shirt. Every few minutes, 
someone pulled alongside him to 
offer a ride. He kept walking.
Inside his office, he sat down at 
the desk and lit one cigarette after 
another, listening to the sirens from 
all the backup fire departments and 
ambulances that came to help West 
that night. He couldn't cry.
In the weeks that followed, he 
attended funeral after funeral. At 
Joey Pustejovsky's, he presented 
his friend's firefighter helmet to the 
family.
"Just gotta be strong," he told 
himself. "Just gotta be strong."
He's reluctant to second-guess the 
firefighters' actions the night of the 
explosion. The volunteers did the 
best they could.
"You have a fire of that magnitude, 
your adrenaline's rushing. You're not 
thinking about this thing exploding," 
he said. "You're not thinking about 
how much ammonium nitrate is 
in there. Or what's in there that's 
combustible. … You don't think 
about any of that."
But he said more training would 
have helped. It might have given 
them more information and a better 
understanding of what they were up 
against.

George Nors, the West fire chief, spends each day repairing his home, then returns to his daughter’s 
home where his grandchildren Katie Watson, 2 and Kyle Nors, 4 like to assist him with his socks and 
shoes. “That’s  what keeps me going,” Nors said of his grandkids. “They just make me happy.”

‘Just gotta be strong’
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Two-thirds of West's fire 
department had or were in the 
process of getting the basic 
certification recommended by the 
State Firemen's and Fire Marshals' 
Association. But beyond drills 
and practicing on equipment, 
Gillaspie would like to see the 
West volunteers train at every big 
business and school in the town.
"You've got to do this stuff once 
a year so it stays halfway fresh 
in your mind," he said. "You do it 
every 10 years, well, hell, you ain't 
gonna remember none of it."
As West's public works director, 
Gillaspie has logged grueling 
hours at work as he helps oversee 
just about everything associated 
with rebuilding West. He also has 
fire department and City Council 
meetings to attend. He has his 
house to rebuild. His phone rings 
constantly. He has no time for 
what he loves, like spending time 
with his kids - 5-year-old Ethan 
and 2-year-old Anslee.
He suspects the trauma will 
probably catch up to him at 
some point. "We've had people 
come through here who want to 
sit down and talk to us," he said. 
"Therapists."
He finds distractions instead: 
another cigarette break, a drink 
with his buddies, a country music 
concert.
But every building permit that 
crosses his desk is a reminder 
of the damage the explosion 
inflicted. Every day, he thinks 
about how he used to walk across 
the street to City Hall to chat with 
his friend Joey Pustejovsky. Every 
night, he returns to a tiny rent 
house instead of his home.
He wishes he hadn't seen what 
he saw after the explosion, but 
he can't turn back the clock. What 
he can do is help rebuild West. It 
won't be the same as it was. But 
he's a doer and a builder, and the 
only thing he can do is to keep 
doing and building.
A few weeks ago, his home was 
bulldozed. He bought the lot next 
door, and is going to rebuild big-
ger and better - four bedrooms, 
three baths.
"Gotta get a new house built," he 
said.
He reached for his pack of 
Marlboros and headed out the 
door to a spot of grass in the 
shade. 

Special thank you to the Dallas 
Morning News for permission to 
reprint this article. 

dtarrant@dallasnews.com;    
smervosh@dallasnews.com
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Sanders, Perry Calvin, Cyrus
Reed and Jerry Chapman.

Three other first responders
also died: Capt. Kenneth
“Luckey” Harris Jr., the Dallas
firefighter; Buck Uptmor, who
owned a fence-building busi-
ness and died trying to rescue
horses from a corral near the
fire; and Jimmy Matus, who
came to offer technical support
for the firetrucks he’d helped
build.

Funerals took place nearly
every day. Most were held at St.
Mary’s, the big Catholic church
in town. Mourners crammed
into pews, shoulder to shoul-
der, while an overflow crowd
stood in the back or outside.

Nors, his left arm in a sling,
attended every funeral. Robby
Payne, hospitalized for almost
two weeks, got permission
from his doctors to attend the
memorial service at Baylor
University, where President
Barack Obama spoke.

Aderhold Funeral Home,
which Payne runs with his old-
er brother, handled the memo-
rial services and burials for
many of those who died. That
number of services would have
put an incredible strain on any
small-town funeral home. It
was even worse for Aderhold
because Payne’s injuries and
recovery left him unable to
work for months.

By mid-June, Payne was
limping around his office in a
boot cast. He had torn liga-
ments and tendons in his left
ankle.

Most of his injuries, though,
were on his right side, where
his body had smashed against
the tank. He suffered major
nerve and muscle damage from
his right elbow to his shoulder.
He also had broken bones on
the right side of his face, several
chipped teeth and a broken ear
drum, which would require
surgery.

He remembers little of what
happened in the minutes just
before and after the explosion.
He ended up at Hillcrest Hos-

pital in Waco and didn’t hear
about the deaths until two days
later, when a fellow firefighter
broke the news.

His body is healing faster
than his psyche. “I’ll lay down
every night and cry,” Payne
said. “It’s devastating to lose so
many at one time.”

Finding refuge
Chief Nors has found refuge

in his family. His home was
heavily damaged by the blast.
He and his wife, Fran, are living
with their daughter, her hus-
band and their three kids. His
son, who filled in as chief while
he was injured, and his other
daughter visit often.

The blast triggered trau-
matic memories from Nors’
time in Vietnam.

After the war, he had night-
mares. He was so jumpy that he
once knocked Fran down when
she approached from behind to
give him a tender squeeze.

Back then, he received no
counseling or therapy. The mil-
itary didn’t formally recognize
post-traumatic stress as a med-
ical diagnosis until the 1980s.

After the explosion, the
nightmares returned. His sleep
was restless. As Nors rebuilt his
home, the bang of a falling
board could reflexively send
him to the ground. This time
around, though, Nors said he
got some counseling. He
learned that the more he opens
up, the less he dwells on losing
the firefighters he thought of as
sons.

Early on, though, the on-
slaught of media coverage
caused Nors and other fire-
fighters to retreat in silence.
For months, a “No Press” sign
hung from the fire station
doors. The firefighters needed
time to heal, and it was hard to
do so in public.

Mayor Tommy Muska be-
came a de facto department
spokesman. He handled most
questions, like how much the
firefighters knew about the
plant and about autopsy re-
ports that showed two fire-

fighters had violated the de-
partment’s policy by respond-
ing with elevated blood alcohol
levels that night. 

“They went there to protect
the town,” Muska told The
News earlier this month. “In my
opinion, they are still heroes. In
my opinion, they used their
best judgment.”

Nors did say that it’s impor-
tant to do more training. “You
can’t really ever train enough,”
he said.

Nors has slowly returned to
the fire station, wearing his fa-
miliar Vietnam veteran base-
ball caps, driving his 1982 pow-
der blue Ford F150 with a U.S.
Marine Corps sticker on one
window and a West Volunteer
Fire Department sticker on the
other. He and his wife spend
nearly every day helping the
workers who are rebuilding
their house.

But what calms Nors most
is spending time with his
grandchildren.

He likes to watch them play
in their sandbox, push them on
swings or take them for rides in
his golf cart. Andrew likes to
sleep on cushions next to them
in the living room at night,
while Nors and his wife — Papa
and Mimi — sleep on the re-
cliners. Katie, the littlest one, is
silly and makes her grandfa-
ther laugh. And every morning,
she insists on helping him put
on his socks and shoes.

“That’s what keeps me go-
ing,” Nors said of his grandkids.
“They just make me happy.”

C.J.’s long walk
On that Wednesday night,

after surviving the explosion
only to find his friends’ bodies,
Gillaspie walked around town
in a daze.

He saw the destroyed apart-
ment complex and nursing
home and the houses burning
on Reagan Street. People ran
past him looking for loved
ones. Others pushed nursing
home residents in wheelchairs
toward the football field.

He kept walking until he got

to his house, a few blocks west
of the fertilizer plant. The
house was destroyed, but he
was relieved to find that his
wife and two kids were safe.

He sent his family to a rela-
tive’s house. Then he headed to
his office near the town square,
about a mile away. He had
stripped down to his yellow
firefighter pants and a T-shirt.
Every few minutes, someone
pulled alongside him to offer a
ride. He kept walking.

Inside his office, he sat
down at the desk and lit one
cigarette after another, listen-
ing to the sirens from all the
backup fire departments and
ambulances that came to help
West that night. He couldn’t
cry.

In the weeks that followed,
he attended funeral after fu-
neral. At Joey Pustejovsky’s, he
presented his friend’s fire-
fighter helmet to the family.

“Just gotta be strong,” he
told himself. “Just gotta be
strong.”

He’s reluctant to second-
guess the firefighters’ actions
the night of the explosion. The
volunteers did the best they
could.

“You have a fire of that mag-
nitude, your adrenaline’s rush-
ing. You’re not thinking about
this thing exploding,” he said.
“You’re not thinking about how
much ammonium nitrate is in
there. Or what’s in there that’s
combustible. … You don’t think
about any of that.”

But he said more training
would have helped. It might
have given them more infor-
mation and a better under-
standing of what they were up
against.

Two-thirds of West’s fire de-
partment had or were in the
process of getting the basic cer-
tification recommended by the
State Firemen’s and Fire Mar-
shals’ Association. But beyond
drills and practicing on equip-
ment, Gillaspie would like to
see the West volunteers train at
every big business and school
in the town.

“You’ve got to do this stuff

once a year so it stays halfway
fresh in your mind,” he said.
“You do it every 10 years, well,
hell, you ain’t gonna remember
none of it.”

As West’s public works di-
rector, Gillaspie has logged
grueling hours at work as he
helps oversee just about every-
thing associated with rebuild-
ing West. He also has fire de-
partment and City Council
meetings to attend. He has his
house to rebuild. His phone
rings constantly. He has no
time for what he loves, like
spending time with his kids —
5-year-old Ethan and 2-year-
old Anslee.

He suspects the trauma will
probably catch up to him at
some point. “We’ve had people
come through here who want
to sit down and talk to us,” he
said. “Therapists.”

He finds distractions in-
stead: another cigarette break,
a drink with his buddies, a
country music concert.

But every building permit
that crosses his desk is a re-
minder of the damage the ex-
plosion inflicted. Every day, he
thinks about how he used to
walk across the street to City
Hall to chat with his friend Jo-
ey Pustejovsky. Every night, he
returns to a tiny rent house in-
stead of his home.

He wishes he hadn’t seen
what he saw after the explo-
sion, but he can’t turn back the
clock. What he can do is help
rebuild West. It won’t be the
same as it was. But he’s a doer
and a builder, and the only
thing he can do is to keep doing
and building.

A few weeks ago, his home
was bulldozed. He bought the
lot next door, and is going to re-
build bigger and better — four
bedrooms, three baths.

“Gotta get a new house
built,” he said.

He reached for his pack of
Marlboros and headed out the
door to a spot of grass in the
shade.

dtarrant@dallasnews.com;
smervosh@dallasnews.com
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George Nors, the West fire chief, spends each day repairing his home, then returns to his daughter’s home where his grandchildren Katie Watson, 2,
and Kyle Nors, 4, like to assist him with his socks and shoes. “That’s what keeps me going,” Nors said of his grandkids. “They just make me happy.”

‘Just gotta be strong’
Continued from Page 19A

How we reported
the story
This narrative is based on two
months of reporting and
interviews with more than 20
people who responded to the
fire or explosion, including 11
eyewitnesses on scene
before the blast. The News
also interviewed civilians who
saw and were affected by the
explosion. These interviews
were supplemented by
investigation results,
obituaries, autopsy reports,
video footage from that
night, before-and-after
photos of the fertilizer plant
and other documents. The
sources include:

C.J. Gillaspie, West firefighter
captain
George Nors Sr., West fire
chief
Robby Payne, West firefighter
Eddie Hykel, West firefighter
Marty Marak, West firefighter
Kirk Wines, West firefighter
Kenneth Matus,eyewitness
April Conaway, West EMS
responder
Coil Conaway, West EMS
responder
Marie Walters, West EMS
responder
Kevin Walters, West EMS
responder
Kevin Maler, West firefighter
Tommy Muska, West mayor
and firefighter
Pat Grimm, West firefighter
George Nors Jr., West
firefighter
Frank Patterson, McLennan
County emergency
management coordinator
George Smith, medical
director of West EMS and
West Rest Haven
Brad Wines, firstresponder
after explosion
Cheryl Marak, wife of
firefighter and city
councilwoman
Rachel Pickens, West EMT
student
Rita Watson, daughter of
chief
Fran Nors, wife of chief
Joe and Carolyn Pustejovsky,
parents of Joey Pustejovsky,
West firefighter who died
James Miller, West firefighter
Chris Barron, executive
director of the State
Firemen’s & Fire Marshals’
Association of Texas
Doreen Strickland, president
of Abbott Volunteer Fire
Department
Capt. Lauren Johnson, Dallas
Fire-Rescue
Capt. Ronnie Janek, Dallas
Fire-Rescue and West
resident
Ike Griffith, Dallas firefighter

Morris Brid-
ges, West
volunteer
firefighter

Perry Cal-
vin, Navarro
Mills volun-
teer fire-
fighter

Jerry Chap-
man, Ab-
bott volun-
teer fire-
fighter 

Cody Dra-
goo, West
volunteer
firefighter

Kenneth
Harris Jr.,
Dallas Fire-
Rescue
captain 

Jimmy Ma-
tus, first
responder

Joey Puste-
jovsky,
West volun-
teer fire-
fighter

Cyrus Reed,
Abbott
volunteer
firefighter

Kevin Sand-
ers, Bruce-
ville-Eddy
volunteer
firefighter

Doug Snok-
hous, West
volunteer
firefighter

Robert
Snokhous,
West volun-
teer fire-
fighter

Buck Upt-
mor, first
responder

FIRST RESPONDERS WHO DIED

‘THROUGH 
THE FIRE’
Who’swho
C.J. Gillaspie,West
firefighter captain and
director of the city’s public
works department

George Nors Sr.,West fire
chief and retired public
works director

Robby Payne,West
firefighter, president of
Aderhold Funeral Home and
board president of West
Rest Haven nursing home

Doug and Bob
Snokhous, brothers, West
fire captains and employees
ofCentral Texas Iron Works
in Waco

Cody Dragoo, West
firefighter and foreman at
West Fertilizer Co.

Joey Pustejovsky,West
firefighter and city secretary
for West

Kenneth Matus, eyewitness
and shop foreman at
Westex Welding Co.

Jimmy Matus, provided
support for firetrucks,
manager at Westex Welding
Co.

Tommy Muska,West mayor
and firefighter

Emanuel Mitchell, West
assistant fire chief

Brad Wines, first responder
after explosion and son of
West firefighter Kirk Wines

Fran Nors,wife of chief
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Sanders, Perry Calvin, Cyrus
Reed and Jerry Chapman.

Three other first responders
also died: Capt. Kenneth
“Luckey” Harris Jr., the Dallas
firefighter; Buck Uptmor, who
owned a fence-building busi-
ness and died trying to rescue
horses from a corral near the
fire; and Jimmy Matus, who
came to offer technical support
for the firetrucks he’d helped
build.

Funerals took place nearly
every day. Most were held at St.
Mary’s, the big Catholic church
in town. Mourners crammed
into pews, shoulder to shoul-
der, while an overflow crowd
stood in the back or outside.

Nors, his left arm in a sling,
attended every funeral. Robby
Payne, hospitalized for almost
two weeks, got permission
from his doctors to attend the
memorial service at Baylor
University, where President
Barack Obama spoke.

Aderhold Funeral Home,
which Payne runs with his old-
er brother, handled the memo-
rial services and burials for
many of those who died. That
number of services would have
put an incredible strain on any
small-town funeral home. It
was even worse for Aderhold
because Payne’s injuries and
recovery left him unable to
work for months.

By mid-June, Payne was
limping around his office in a
boot cast. He had torn liga-
ments and tendons in his left
ankle.

Most of his injuries, though,
were on his right side, where
his body had smashed against
the tank. He suffered major
nerve and muscle damage from
his right elbow to his shoulder.
He also had broken bones on
the right side of his face, several
chipped teeth and a broken ear
drum, which would require
surgery.

He remembers little of what
happened in the minutes just
before and after the explosion.
He ended up at Hillcrest Hos-

pital in Waco and didn’t hear
about the deaths until two days
later, when a fellow firefighter
broke the news.

His body is healing faster
than his psyche. “I’ll lay down
every night and cry,” Payne
said. “It’s devastating to lose so
many at one time.”

Finding refuge
Chief Nors has found refuge

in his family. His home was
heavily damaged by the blast.
He and his wife, Fran, are living
with their daughter, her hus-
band and their three kids. His
son, who filled in as chief while
he was injured, and his other
daughter visit often.

The blast triggered trau-
matic memories from Nors’
time in Vietnam.

After the war, he had night-
mares. He was so jumpy that he
once knocked Fran down when
she approached from behind to
give him a tender squeeze.

Back then, he received no
counseling or therapy. The mil-
itary didn’t formally recognize
post-traumatic stress as a med-
ical diagnosis until the 1980s.

After the explosion, the
nightmares returned. His sleep
was restless. As Nors rebuilt his
home, the bang of a falling
board could reflexively send
him to the ground. This time
around, though, Nors said he
got some counseling. He
learned that the more he opens
up, the less he dwells on losing
the firefighters he thought of as
sons.

Early on, though, the on-
slaught of media coverage
caused Nors and other fire-
fighters to retreat in silence.
For months, a “No Press” sign
hung from the fire station
doors. The firefighters needed
time to heal, and it was hard to
do so in public.

Mayor Tommy Muska be-
came a de facto department
spokesman. He handled most
questions, like how much the
firefighters knew about the
plant and about autopsy re-
ports that showed two fire-

fighters had violated the de-
partment’s policy by respond-
ing with elevated blood alcohol
levels that night. 

“They went there to protect
the town,” Muska told The
News earlier this month. “In my
opinion, they are still heroes. In
my opinion, they used their
best judgment.”

Nors did say that it’s impor-
tant to do more training. “You
can’t really ever train enough,”
he said.

Nors has slowly returned to
the fire station, wearing his fa-
miliar Vietnam veteran base-
ball caps, driving his 1982 pow-
der blue Ford F150 with a U.S.
Marine Corps sticker on one
window and a West Volunteer
Fire Department sticker on the
other. He and his wife spend
nearly every day helping the
workers who are rebuilding
their house.

But what calms Nors most
is spending time with his
grandchildren.

He likes to watch them play
in their sandbox, push them on
swings or take them for rides in
his golf cart. Andrew likes to
sleep on cushions next to them
in the living room at night,
while Nors and his wife — Papa
and Mimi — sleep on the re-
cliners. Katie, the littlest one, is
silly and makes her grandfa-
ther laugh. And every morning,
she insists on helping him put
on his socks and shoes.

“That’s what keeps me go-
ing,” Nors said of his grandkids.
“They just make me happy.”

C.J.’s long walk
On that Wednesday night,

after surviving the explosion
only to find his friends’ bodies,
Gillaspie walked around town
in a daze.

He saw the destroyed apart-
ment complex and nursing
home and the houses burning
on Reagan Street. People ran
past him looking for loved
ones. Others pushed nursing
home residents in wheelchairs
toward the football field.

He kept walking until he got

to his house, a few blocks west
of the fertilizer plant. The
house was destroyed, but he
was relieved to find that his
wife and two kids were safe.

He sent his family to a rela-
tive’s house. Then he headed to
his office near the town square,
about a mile away. He had
stripped down to his yellow
firefighter pants and a T-shirt.
Every few minutes, someone
pulled alongside him to offer a
ride. He kept walking.

Inside his office, he sat
down at the desk and lit one
cigarette after another, listen-
ing to the sirens from all the
backup fire departments and
ambulances that came to help
West that night. He couldn’t
cry.

In the weeks that followed,
he attended funeral after fu-
neral. At Joey Pustejovsky’s, he
presented his friend’s fire-
fighter helmet to the family.

“Just gotta be strong,” he
told himself. “Just gotta be
strong.”

He’s reluctant to second-
guess the firefighters’ actions
the night of the explosion. The
volunteers did the best they
could.

“You have a fire of that mag-
nitude, your adrenaline’s rush-
ing. You’re not thinking about
this thing exploding,” he said.
“You’re not thinking about how
much ammonium nitrate is in
there. Or what’s in there that’s
combustible. … You don’t think
about any of that.”

But he said more training
would have helped. It might
have given them more infor-
mation and a better under-
standing of what they were up
against.

Two-thirds of West’s fire de-
partment had or were in the
process of getting the basic cer-
tification recommended by the
State Firemen’s and Fire Mar-
shals’ Association. But beyond
drills and practicing on equip-
ment, Gillaspie would like to
see the West volunteers train at
every big business and school
in the town.

“You’ve got to do this stuff

once a year so it stays halfway
fresh in your mind,” he said.
“You do it every 10 years, well,
hell, you ain’t gonna remember
none of it.”

As West’s public works di-
rector, Gillaspie has logged
grueling hours at work as he
helps oversee just about every-
thing associated with rebuild-
ing West. He also has fire de-
partment and City Council
meetings to attend. He has his
house to rebuild. His phone
rings constantly. He has no
time for what he loves, like
spending time with his kids —
5-year-old Ethan and 2-year-
old Anslee.

He suspects the trauma will
probably catch up to him at
some point. “We’ve had people
come through here who want
to sit down and talk to us,” he
said. “Therapists.”

He finds distractions in-
stead: another cigarette break,
a drink with his buddies, a
country music concert.

But every building permit
that crosses his desk is a re-
minder of the damage the ex-
plosion inflicted. Every day, he
thinks about how he used to
walk across the street to City
Hall to chat with his friend Jo-
ey Pustejovsky. Every night, he
returns to a tiny rent house in-
stead of his home.

He wishes he hadn’t seen
what he saw after the explo-
sion, but he can’t turn back the
clock. What he can do is help
rebuild West. It won’t be the
same as it was. But he’s a doer
and a builder, and the only
thing he can do is to keep doing
and building.

A few weeks ago, his home
was bulldozed. He bought the
lot next door, and is going to re-
build bigger and better — four
bedrooms, three baths.

“Gotta get a new house
built,” he said.

He reached for his pack of
Marlboros and headed out the
door to a spot of grass in the
shade.

dtarrant@dallasnews.com;
smervosh@dallasnews.com
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George Nors, the West fire chief, spends each day repairing his home, then returns to his daughter’s home where his grandchildren Katie Watson, 2,
and Kyle Nors, 4, like to assist him with his socks and shoes. “That’s what keeps me going,” Nors said of his grandkids. “They just make me happy.”

‘Just gotta be strong’
Continued from Page 19A

How we reported
the story
This narrative is based on two
months of reporting and
interviews with more than 20
people who responded to the
fire or explosion, including 11
eyewitnesses on scene
before the blast. The News
also interviewed civilians who
saw and were affected by the
explosion. These interviews
were supplemented by
investigation results,
obituaries, autopsy reports,
video footage from that
night, before-and-after
photos of the fertilizer plant
and other documents. The
sources include:

C.J. Gillaspie, West firefighter
captain
George Nors Sr., West fire
chief
Robby Payne, West firefighter
Eddie Hykel, West firefighter
Marty Marak, West firefighter
Kirk Wines, West firefighter
Kenneth Matus,eyewitness
April Conaway, West EMS
responder
Coil Conaway, West EMS
responder
Marie Walters, West EMS
responder
Kevin Walters, West EMS
responder
Kevin Maler, West firefighter
Tommy Muska, West mayor
and firefighter
Pat Grimm, West firefighter
George Nors Jr., West
firefighter
Frank Patterson, McLennan
County emergency
management coordinator
George Smith, medical
director of West EMS and
West Rest Haven
Brad Wines, firstresponder
after explosion
Cheryl Marak, wife of
firefighter and city
councilwoman
Rachel Pickens, West EMT
student
Rita Watson, daughter of
chief
Fran Nors, wife of chief
Joe and Carolyn Pustejovsky,
parents of Joey Pustejovsky,
West firefighter who died
James Miller, West firefighter
Chris Barron, executive
director of the State
Firemen’s & Fire Marshals’
Association of Texas
Doreen Strickland, president
of Abbott Volunteer Fire
Department
Capt. Lauren Johnson, Dallas
Fire-Rescue
Capt. Ronnie Janek, Dallas
Fire-Rescue and West
resident
Ike Griffith, Dallas firefighter

Morris Brid-
ges, West
volunteer
firefighter

Perry Cal-
vin, Navarro
Mills volun-
teer fire-
fighter

Jerry Chap-
man, Ab-
bott volun-
teer fire-
fighter 

Cody Dra-
goo, West
volunteer
firefighter

Kenneth
Harris Jr.,
Dallas Fire-
Rescue
captain 

Jimmy Ma-
tus, first
responder

Joey Puste-
jovsky,
West volun-
teer fire-
fighter

Cyrus Reed,
Abbott
volunteer
firefighter

Kevin Sand-
ers, Bruce-
ville-Eddy
volunteer
firefighter

Doug Snok-
hous, West
volunteer
firefighter

Robert
Snokhous,
West volun-
teer fire-
fighter

Buck Upt-
mor, first
responder

FIRST RESPONDERS WHO DIED

‘THROUGH 
THE FIRE’
Who’swho
C.J. Gillaspie,West
firefighter captain and
director of the city’s public
works department

George Nors Sr.,West fire
chief and retired public
works director

Robby Payne,West
firefighter, president of
Aderhold Funeral Home and
board president of West
Rest Haven nursing home

Doug and Bob
Snokhous, brothers, West
fire captains and employees
ofCentral Texas Iron Works
in Waco

Cody Dragoo, West
firefighter and foreman at
West Fertilizer Co.

Joey Pustejovsky,West
firefighter and city secretary
for West

Kenneth Matus, eyewitness
and shop foreman at
Westex Welding Co.

Jimmy Matus, provided
support for firetrucks,
manager at Westex Welding
Co.

Tommy Muska,West mayor
and firefighter

Emanuel Mitchell, West
assistant fire chief

Brad Wines, first responder
after explosion and son of
West firefighter Kirk Wines

Fran Nors,wife of chief

Morris Bridges 
West Volunteer                     

Firefighter    

Perry Calvin 
 Navarro Mills 

Volunteer 
Firefighter

Jerry Chapman 
Abbott 

Volunteer 
Firefighter

Cody Dragoo 
West Volunteer 

Firefighter

Kenneth Harris, Jr. 
Dallas  Fire Rescue 

Captain

Jimmy Matus
First Responder

Joey 
Pustejovsky 

West Volunteer                     
Firefighter    

Cyrus Reed
Abbott 

Volunteer 
Firefighter

Kevin Sanders 
Bruceville-Eddy 

Volunteer                     
Firefighter    

Doug Snokhous 
West Volunteer                     

Firefighter    

Robert 
Snokhous 

West Volunteer                     
Firefighter    

Buck Uptmor 
First Responder

SFFMA played an important 
part of the relief efforts 
in West, TX.  With board 
members providing support 
to the fire department by 
being on the scene right 
after the event, the SFFMA 
Office offered and helped 
coordinate numerous 
fundraising activities for 
the community.  Fundraisers 
and claim checks from Volunteer 
Firemen’s Insurance Services of 
Texas, Texas Pipe Works, Inc., Golds 
Gym of Houston, SCM Promotions, 
and George O’s of Waco were 
delivered to West totalling over 
$250,000.  Other special events 
also took place such as the 

Wrestling for West ProWrestling 
event, fun runs held in other 
states, etc.; all raised money for 
this devastated town.  A tender 
was donated by Siddons-Martin 
Emergency Service Group and a 
fire truck from a Texas Rangers 
baseball player Lance Berkman 
were just a few of the types of 
donations received.   

RELIEF 
TO 

WEST 
VFD

It’s nice to see communities and 
fire departments come together 
to help out one another during 
times of need.  The responses 
from departments across the state 
and country to give equipment, 
assist with station staffing, etc., 
all represent why we are in the 
emergency services profession.  
Thank you for what you do!

Pictured from left to right: Barbara Marzean (VFIS of Texas President), Chris Barron (SFFMA 
Executive Director), George Nors Sr. (West VFD Fire Cheif),  Sammy Owen (George’s Restaurant), 
Brad Berger (SCM Productions), Chris Kehl ( Texas Pipe Works) and Bryan Murphy (Gold’s Gym 
Houston).

 The A & M Golf Tournament, benefitting the SFFMA West Volunteer Fire Department Relief Fund was held on Saturday, July 20th 
at the Briarcrest Country Club in Bryan/College Station. Fifty-six (56) golfers enjoyed an afternoon of golfing, eating beef and pork 
fajitas sponsored by Government Capital Insurance. When signing in each golfer received a goody bag and when leaving they were 
each given a mug with Special Rescue & Fire Service, LLC  on one side and A & M Golf Tournament 2013 benefitting SFFMA 
West Volunteer Fire Department Relief Fund on the other. Total amount collected for 
West VFD was $5,500. Thank you everyone who participated!
 
      



26 TEXAS FIREMEN   October 2013

TEXAS FIRE FACILITIES FUND CELEBRATES SEVEN YEAR ANNIVERSARY
In 2006, the SFFMA created the Texas Fire Facilities Fund (the “Fund”) which is administered by Government Capital 
Corporation. It was created specifically to address the challenge members were facing when seeking new financing.  
Prior to creating the Fund, many emergency services departments needed new facilities or needed to expand or 
renovate existing structures, but had not been able to do so due to financing obstacles.  In some cases, members 
had also arranged financings at higher costs as a result of not taking advantage of the specific financing structures 
designed for the unique needs of the fire services industry.  Even today, the traditional financing sources don’t offer the 
flexibility and customized financing solutions many in the industry need.  The SFFMA’s Fund continues to provide fire 
departments with the professional industry-focused expertise and very competitive cost structures they expect.  The 
SFFMA and its members also win when they participate in this financing program since the Fund makes a donation to 
the SFFMA Fire Programs Institute/J. C. Swadley, Jr. Fund for each completed transaction.

Since its inception in 2006, the Texas Fire Facilities Fund has assisted many SFFMA members with approximately 
$50 million in real estate and equipment financing transactions.  In addition, the J.C. Swadley, Jr. Fund has received 
numerous contributions from the Fund.

CURRENT INTEREST RATES ARE STILL LOW, BUT FOR HOW LONG?
In early 2012, interest rates on U.S. Treasury Securities (a common benchmark for all debt instruments) reached an 
all-time low.  These interest rates along with residential mortgage rates, prime rates and municipal borrowing rates have 
remained low for some time due to the actions of the Federal Reserve Bank to stimulate the economy.  However, these 
historically low rates have been escalating rapidly in 2013, and will most likely continue their trend upward.  The window 
of opportunity to purchase and finance much needed emergency services equipment at the historically low tax-exempt 
interest rates still exists, but like all good things, may eventually come to an end.

The Texas Fire Facilities Fund, an exclusive SFFMA member benefit program is ideally positioned to work side by side 
with Texas fire departments to take advantage of all financing opportunities.  Whether it’s finding a way to affordably 
finance new stations, or refinance existing debt, you should consider the program’s interest-saving benefits as well as 
the other no-cost benefits including:

The SFFMA Fire Facilities Fund was formed by the SFFMA for the specific purpose of helping its members understand 
and navigate the unique requirements and borrowing authorities applicable to the Texas fire service community.  If you 
have not yet contacted the Texas Fire Facilities Fund, today’s interest rate environment may be just the reason to do so.

Contributed by the Texas Fire Facilities Fund Team                                

TEXAS FIRE FACILITIES FUND FORUM

 

 

 

 

 

Preservation of tax exempt status

Budget workshops and affordability consulting

Elimination of personal guarantees

Use of time-saving documents approved for use state-wide

References to architects and other professionals utilized on similar projects in your area

Texas
Fire Facilities Fund TM



EXCLUSIVE FINANCING 
FOR

SFFMA MEMBERS

Call (866) 582-FIRE (3473)
www.texasf i re fund.com 

info@texasfirefund.com 

 Financing available for: 
 Land acquisition 
 Planning & Design 
 Stations & Facilities 
 Equipment & Bunker Gear 
 Apparatus of all kinds 
 Refinancing existing debt 

WE HAVE CAPITAL READY TO LEND!   

Financing Services: 
 Expert financial planning 
 Debt structuring & analysis 
 Fleet Management strategies 
 Combined interim and permanent 
 Low, tax-exempt rates 
 Benefits all SFFMA members 

SFFMA SFFMA 
HeadquartersHeadquarters

ArchitectArchitect
DrawingDrawing

The sign of  
progress for  

SFFMA members 

Harris Co. ESD 60 Harris Co. ESD 60 —— Sheldon Fire & RescueSheldon Fire & Rescue

West Limestone VFDWest Limestone VFDPoteet VFDPoteet VFD



BEST IN SHOW

FIRE RELATED ACTS

1st Place - Lauralee Veitch
Community VFD

2nd Place - Xavier J. Garcia
Pleasanton VFD

LIFE SAVING ACTS

1st Place - Debbie Conard
Richardson FD

EDUCATION AND PUBLIC SAFETY

3rd Place - Jim Hanson
Ovilla FD

2nd Place - Charles Krampota
Alvin FD

3rd Place - Trish Cook 
Seabrook VFD

1st Place - Charles Krampota
Alvin FD

2nd Place - Trish Cook
Seabrook VFD

3rd Place - Charles Krampota
Alvin FD

By Xavier J. Garcia 

August 17, 2012
Poteet, TX - Structure Fire
Trini Bosquez, PVFD
Taking a break after putting 
out fire. Trailer in background 
complete loss. 

PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS



SPECIAL THANK YOU TO:
The Woodlands Fire Department
    Gulf Coast/Tri-Rivers District

    Jim Hanson - Photography
    Lloyd Klatt - Videography

    TEEX Staff - Training and AV equipment
    SFFMA Executive Board & Staff

    Sergeant-at-Arms 
    All committee members & attendees

CONFERENCE PHOTOS

More conference photos can be found at  http://www.sffma.org/gallery under 137th Training Conference and Convention.



Texas EMS Conference
Fort Worth
November 24-27, 2013

Exhibit Hall Hours
Sunday 2–7 pm
Monday 11 am–6 pm
Tuesday 8–11 am

Education
Lectures: one-hour sessions on a wide variety of EMS subjects 
Workshops: hands-on sessions offering in-depth specialty topics 
Preconference classes: 4- to 20-hour courses offered Friday through Sunday

Lunches and Snacks—Included!
Buffet lunch on Monday; Awards Luncheon on Tuesday; coffee and afternoon 
snacks available Monday through Wednesday

Bring a Friend
Exhibit Hall passes can be purchased for non-attendees—$6 online and $10 
at the door

For details, go to 
www.texasemsconference.com

E M SRegister early 
and save!

Special conference rates available at several downtown hotels.

TXFiremanMagAd.indd   1 9/11/2013   8:18:29 AM
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4 MIKE RICHARDSON 
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VOTE 4

“Chief Mike Richardson”

LUBBOCK 2014 



WITH OVER 150 SALES REPS, 
50 MOBILE SERVICE TECHS, 
AND 15 IN-HOUSE SERVICE 
CENTERS SERVING 44 STATES 
COAST TO COAST MES IS HERE 
TO PROVIDE YOU WITH 
UNPARALLELED SERVICE AND 
CAPABILITIES.

CALL US TODAY FOR HURST 
SALES, SERVICES, DEMOS AND 

TRAINING!
CALL US TODAY
1-877-MES-FIRE
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Tex Jan SEPT 2013 Ad.pdf   1   9/17/2013   12:30:10 PM

Because You Answer the Call Every Day,  
We’re Here to Answer Yours

1-888-731-FIRE (3473) 
Supporting Those Who Serve

As a first responder, your emotional well-being is just as important as your physical health. Are 
you or someone you know struggling with persistent sadness, substance abuse, work or life 
stresses, or other issues affecting your work or home life? The first step is reaching out.  

Trained firefighters and counselors familiar with the fire and emergency services are available 24/7.

Call the National Fire Service Member Assistance Program and talk to someone who 
understands. We’re ready to answer the call. 

Learn more at www.nvfc.org/help

TX_Firemen_mag.indd   1 9/16/13   1:53 PM
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TEXAS A&M FOREST SERVICE ARTICLE

COLLEGE STATION, Texas — Less 
than two years removed from 
the worst wildfire season in 
Texas history, it’s no wonder that 
when fire is mentioned the first 
thing that comes to most Texans’ 
minds is fear. 
However, fires aren’t always bad. 
In fact, they can boost the health 
of the land. 
For generations, Texans 
have used prescribed—or 
“good”—fire to help manage 
the landscape, depending 
on the flames, to clear brush, 
control vegetation, maintain 
wildlife habitats and even boost 
nutrients in the soil. 

Texas A&M Forest Service is 
joined by the Texas Department 
of Agriculture, Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department and Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension in 
releasing the video A Land in 
Balance: Benefits of Prescribed Fire. 
This 15-minute video is 
designed to raise awareness 
about the benefits of fire on the 
land and illustrates the utility 
of prescribed burning across 
different regions of Texas, how 
these fires are conducted and 
the benefits derived. 
“Prescribed burns save lives 
and are critical tools for 
private landowners to protect 
property,” Texas Agriculture 

Prescribed fire helps manage Texas landscapes, keeps habitats 
and vegetation balanced                                                                                 

Prescribed burning is done by experienced professional and certified, 
insured prescribed burn managers under the guidance of a burn plan.

Commissioner Todd Staples 
said. “In Texas, we must be 
strategic with stewardship of 
the land and resources. It takes 
everyone coming together—
first responders, local and state 
officials, public land managers 
and private landowners—to 
keep our landscapes healthy, and 
our citizens and communities 
safe.”
According to state officials, 

prescribed burning isn’t just 
good for the land, it’s also good 
for people. Prescribed burning 
doesn’t eliminate wildfires, 
but the strategic reduction of 
brush and other vegetation 
can decrease the intensity of 
wildfires when they do ignite. 
“Prescribed burning helps 
reduce the risk of potential 
wildfires that may threaten 
lives and damage communities, 
crops, livestock, and wildlife,” 
Sonora AgriLife Extension Center 
Superintendent Butch Taylor 
said. 
Texas A&M Forest Service 
supports the use of prescribed 
fire and conducts burns on 
public lands. Landowners 
interested in learning more 
about prescribed fire and its 
applications may visit the 
Prescribed Burn Alliance of Texas 
website at http://pbatexas.org.

“Our goal here at Texas A&M 
Forest Service is to provide 
information, tools and technical 
assistance to residents across 
the state to help them better 
manage their tree resources 
and protect themselves,” Texas 
A&M Forest Service Director Tom 
Boggus said. “That’s what we 
are doing with this video. If we 
can help Texans be better land, 
tree and resource managers, we 
can help Texans better protect 
Texas.”

Watch the video and find other 
prescribed burning resources at 
http://TexasPrescribedFire.com.

This is Bastrop State Park, one year after the Bastrop County Complex wildfire in Sept. 2011, that burned 34,000 acres countywide 
including 96 percent of the park. The wildfire burned through the entire area pictured.  The land on the right side of the road had 
not been previously treated with prescribed fire. The intensity of the wildfire reached extreme heat, burning through the canopy and 
killing the trees. The area on the left side of the road had been treated multiple times (every three to four years) with prescribed fire. 

With minimal understory and brush to burn, the wildfire dropped to the ground and reduced intensity, traveling along 
the ground.  The trees are still green and the forest remained relatively intact. 



FIRES DON’T 
WAIT FOR RUSH 
HOUR TRAFFIC. 
NEITHER 
SHOULD YOU. 
Saving lives and property will always be your top priority. 

That’s why Opticom® Emergency Vehicle Preemption (EVP) 

technology is designed to help you reach the scene as quickly 

as possible. Preempting traffic signals and navigating even 

the most congested intersections more safely. EVP has been 

proven in independent studies to improve response times by 

up to 25 percent and to reduce crash rates at intersections by 

up to 70 percent. 

  Building critical 
traffic connectionssm

G L O B A L  T R A F F I C  T E C H N O L O G I E S

You don’t have to wait any longer.

Visit: www.gtt.com/contact 
Call:  800.258.4610
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2013 has been a 
really progressive 

year for the 
SFFMA 
International 

program. 
We have been 

working hard on marketing 
our newly available SPANISH 
TRANSLATION of the SFFMA 
Certification Program. We are 
getting more and more interest 
in training participation from 
members around the world.

July 3rd-5th, SFFMA was invited 
to attend the American 
Firefighter summit in the 
ATLAPA Convention Center 
in Panama City, Panama. The 
conference hosted by the 
Organización de Bomberos 

SFFMA INTERNATIONAL 
(OBA), an international 
firefighter organization with 
delegations from 11 countries. 
We were very fortunate to have 
been invited to this Panama 
conference, where we worked 
with Rotunno Investments, 
who provided us an exhibitor 
space to market SFFMA and 
develop business relations with 
many international fire chiefs 
that attended. We thank them 
for their generous hospitality, 
and will be working with them 
in the future to develop more 
participation and membership 
in Panama.
The response in Panama was 
overwhelmingly positive, as 
their firefighters are very inter-
ested in becoming members of 
SFFMA. 
You might be asking “why”? 
It’s because SFFMA is becom-
ing a leader in certification and 
training. Our program provides 
an easy-to-use structure, and a 
ready-made guideline for devel-
oping a path toward certifica-
tion in other countries. Panama, 
and other Latin-American 

	 Panama 

countries are realizing the im-
portance of tracking firefighter 
certification and training, and 
they invest a lot to get the most 
current information and keep up 
with applicable NFPA standards.

As a result of our efforts we 
have doubled our International 
membership this year to 
approximately 200 members 
and growing. 

As you know, we organize a 
small conference in conjunction 
with TEEX, in January every 
year. We saw an increase in 
participation at last year’s 
conference, so we will be having 
it in McAllen, Texas, once again. 
Thanks to the Rio Grande Valley 
fire departments’ hospitality, 
the International Conference 

will be held January 15-18th, 
2014. We will be offering some 
hands-on and lecture courses in 
Spanish, for anyone interested in 
attending. The cost is $150 per 
member and training applies 
toward SFFMA Certification. For 
more information  on this please 
contact international@sffma.org.  
Our time and effort in the SFFMA 
International program has been 
growing steadily and we know 
our members are eager to see 
what’s next. 

We believe that with the 
SFFMA database/system 
upgrade, we will be able to 
offer more benefits online, and 
offer a better network for our 
international members.

2013 International Conference
 in McAllen, TX 

THANK YOU

for hosting SFFMA 
at the conference 

in Panama.  



Courage
The men and women firefighters  
in the state of Texas have the  
courage to face any danger.

We’re proud to offer products 
and training they can count on. 

Go to www.kiddefirestore.com 
for exclusive discounts on Kidde 
safety products.

POWER  
Influence

of
J a n u a r y  6 – 8 ,  2 0 1 4

6 T H  A N N U A L  C O N F E R E N C E 
F R I S C O ,  T E X A S
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W W W . T E E X . O R G / L E A D E R S H I P

 AUDIENCE:  Fire and Emergency Responder 
 Staff and Command

 TOPICS:  Up-to-date information on  
 Leadership, Management,  
 Safety, and Budgeting 

 COST:  $150 for out-of-state attendees 
 No admission fee for Texas resident  
 Fire and EMS personnel

 REGISTER:  Online at teex.org/leadership
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2013/2014 SFFMA COMMITTEE LISTINGS
for the latest and most updated committee rosters visit www.sffma.org

Deloss Edwards
SFFMA Past President (1995)
4733 Catclaw Dr
Abilene, TX 79606-3217

TEXAS A&M ADVISORY BOARD 
Member 
Phone: 325.695.5133 
Email: deloss36@hotmail.com  

Keith Russell
Eastman Chemical Co
PO Box 7444
Longview, TX 75607-7444

Patrick Hlavaty
SFFMA Past President (1997)
2012 Wilson Rd
El Campo, TX 77437-9500

Member
Phone: 979.543.0341
Email: pat.helen@sbcglobal.net  

Member
Phone: 903.237.6689 
Fax: 903.237.6678
Email: krussell@eastman.com  

Board Parliamentarian
Phone: 979.229.8134 
Fax: 903.947.2217
Email: rgibson@sffma.org

SFFMA EXECUTIVE BOARD
Bill Gardner
Leander FD
PO Box 319
Leander, TX 78646-0319

President
Phone: 512.528.2848
Email: bgardner@sffma.org

Rusty Kattner
Santa Fe Fire & Rescue
680 Fountain View Ln
League City, TX 77573-1971

1st  Vice President
Phone: 409.925.7331
Fax: 409.925.7330
Email: rkattner@sffma.org  

Paul Hamilton
Potter County Fire/Rescue
PO Box 364
Bushland, TX 79012-0364

2nd  Vice President
Phone: 806.383.3373
Fax: 806.381.0225
Email: phamilton@sffma.org  

Harvie Cheshire
TEEX-ESTI
1100 Merry Oaks Dr
College Station, TX 77840-2607

4th Vice President
Phone: 979.862.7440
Fax: 979.458.0649
Email: hcheshire@sffma.org

Ben Kennedy
TEEX-ESTI
4210 Camber Ct
College Station, TX 77845

Chaplain
Phone: 979.229.1263 
Fax: 979.847.9304
Email: bkennedy@sffma.org  

Chris Barron
SFFMA
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

Executive Director
Phone: 512.454.3473 
Fax: 512.453.1876
Email: cbarron@sffma.org  

JoDee Ondrasek
5572 Caroline Dr	
Bryan, TX 77807-7806
 

Mascot

Rayford Gibson
Tatum FD
PO Box 774
Tatum, TX 75691-0774

Joe Ondrasek
Brazos County Pct #4 FD
5572 Caroline Dr
Bryan, TX 77807-7806

Secretary
Phone: 979.775.0194 
Fax: 979.775.0123
Email: jondrasek@sffma.org  

CERTIFICATION BOARD 

Chairman/ Zone 6
Phone: 713.248.3688
Email: gwilliams@sffma.org

Gary Williams
Pasadena FD
4302 Blind River Dr
Pasadena, TX 77504-3118

David Wade
Deer Park VFD
3018 Eileen St
Deer Park, TX 77536-5022

Immediate Past President
Phone: 281.478.7281 
Fax: 281.478.7289
Email: dwade@sffma.org  

Henry Perry
Bastrop FD
PO Box 88
Bastrop, TX 78602-0088

3rd  Vice President
Phone: 512.321.5550
Fax: 512.321.1315
Email: hperry@sffma.org

COMMITTEE LISTINGS 

John Kiracofe
Jollyville FD
10901 El Salido Pkwy
Austin, TX 78750-1413

Member
Phone: 512.258.1038 
Fax: 512. 258.1837
Email: jkiracofe@jvfd.org

F. Jim White
Overton FD
304 E Mundy St
Overton, TX 75684-1734

Assistant Secretary
Phone: 903.834.3457
Fax: 903.834.3625 
Email: jwhite@sffma.org  

Frankie Marcinkiewicz
Cat Spring VFD
11438 Newberg Rd
Cat Spring, TX 78933-5183

Vice Chairman/ Zone 3
Phone: 979.530.8992
Email: 
frankmarcienkiewicz@yahoo.com

R. J. Thomas
Ingleside VFD
3190 Rebecca St
Ingleside, TX 78362-4649

Secretary/ Zone 4
Phone: 361.776.7422 
Fax: 361.775.1186
Email: rjthomas@sffma.org  



Members have access to: 

• First Diagnosis Heart Attack & First Diagnosis Cancer Plans
• Final Expense Whole Life Policies
• Long Term Care
• Dental & Vision Plans for you and your family!
• And many merchant discounts! 

                                                Learn more at:

www.myAMBAbenefits.info/sffma

SFFMA ad 8-23-2013.indd   1 8/23/2013   9:42:57 AM

800-SLEEPLQ  |  LQ.com
(753-3757)

wake up on the bright side®

  
•  FREE Bright Side 

Breakfast®

•  FREE high-speed 
Internet

• Comfy Pillowtop Beds

• Swimming Pool

• New! Flat-panel TVs  
 with HD programming  
 and easy-access   
 plug-and-play feature  
 that allows you to  
 connect your media

OVER 
800

LOCATIONS

YOUR TRAVEL DOLLARS GO FURTHER
AT LA QUINTA® INNS & SUITES WITH:

Special Discount for Fire Fighters at La Quinta Hotels Nationwide!
Discount can be used for business or personal travel.
Call 1-866-468-3946 and request the “ State Firemen’s & Fire Marshals’ 
Association Rate”. Book online at LQ.com, Booking Code:  SFFMA10
Contact:  Katherine Allen, Global Sales Manager  972-505-4507

©2013 La Quinta Worldwide, LLC. All rights reserved. LA QUINTA and the Sunburst Q are 
registered trademarks of La Quinta Worldwide, LLC in the US and certain other countries.
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Brian Scheffer
Brenham FD
101 N Chappell Hill St
Brenham, TX 77833-3323

Zone 1
Phone: 979.337.7300 
Fax: 979.337.7311
Email: bscheffer@sffma.org 

Will Rains
Lumberton Fire & EMS
PO Box 8005
Lumberton, TX 77657-0005

Zone 7
Phone: 409.291.9249 
Fax: 409.751.6237
Email: wnrains@aol.com

Douglas Page
Bowie FD
203 Walnut St
Bowie, TX 76230-4840

Zone 10
Phone: 940.872.2122 
Fax: 940.872.6544
Email: bowiefire@cityofbowietx.com  

Clay Deatherage
Shackelford County Rural VFD
264 Ward St 
Moran, TX 76464-2422

Zone 11
Phone: 325.338.2507
Fax: 325.762.2242
Email: mo2se@att.net

Morris  Locknane
West Carlisle FD
PO Box 98044
Lubbock, TX 79499-8044

Zone 12
Phone: 806.252.2840
Fax: 806.797.0514
Email: mjlock@xanadoo.com

Brent Allen
Ballinger FD
PO Box 227
Ballinger, TX 76821-0227

Zone 14
Phone: 325.365.5137 
Fax: 325.365.5612
Email: ballen@ballingerfd.com 

Scott Garris
Pleasanton FD
114 W Adams St
Pleasanton, TX 78064-3502

Zone 15
Phone: 830.570.0166
Email: sgarris@sffma.org  

Edwin Baker
Stockdale FD
602 S 7th St
Stockdale, TX 78160-6031

Zone 2
Phone: 830.996.1383
Fax: 830.996.1366
Email: chiefsfd4100@gmail.com 

Rosendo Garcia
TEEX-ESTI
6215 Guyler St
Wallis, TX 77485-9495

Zone 3 - Assistant
Phone: 979.458.6800
Fax: 979.847.9304
Email: rosendo.garcia@teex.tamu.edu

Ubaldo Perez
Edinburg FD
2609 San Alejandro St
Edinburg, TX 78539-6971

Zone 5 
Phone: 956.383.7691
Fax: 956.289.1853
Email: bperez@cityofedinburg.com

William Crawford
Sheldon Community F&R
PO Box 1877
Channelview, TX 77530-1877

Zone 6 - Assistant
Phone: 281.458.1431
Fax: 281.458.7394
Email: wcrawford@sheldonfd.org 

Dennis Gifford
Lumberton Fire & EMS
115 Candlewick Dr
Lumberton, TX 77657-7291

Zone 7 - Assistant
Phone: 409.755.6031
Fax: 409.751.6237
Email: dennismgifford@aol.com

Cody Crawford
Chapel Hill FD
PO Box 132078
Tyler, TX 75707

Zone 8 
Phone: 903.571.6020
Fax: 903.566.7605
Email:sffmazone8@gmai.com

John McRae
Mount Pleasant FD
728 E Ferguson Rd
Mount Pleasant, TX 75455-5429

Zone 8 - Assistant
Phone: 903.575.4144
Email: lmcrae@mpcity.org

Mick Moffitt
Joshua FD
10300 FM 1902
Crowley, TX 76036-5606

Zone 9
Phone: 817.881.2840
Fax: 817.297.0232
Email: mmoffitt@sffma.org

CERTIFICATION BOARD CONTINUED

Steve Cochran
Merkel FD
100 Kent
Merkel, TX 79536-3612

Zone 11 - Assistant
Phone: 325.928.4725
Fax: 325.846.4139
Email: stevec@taylortel.net

William Tidwell
Crosbyton FD
PO Box 242
Crosbyton, TX 79322-0242

Zone 12 - Assistant
Phone: 806.675.2301
Fax: 806.675.7012
Email: wr.tidwell@hotmail.com

JoAnn Linnenkugel
Cy-Fair FD
19430 Glenway Falls Dr
Katy, TX 77449-4341

Assistant Secretary/Zone 18
Phone: 281.550.6663
Email: jlinnenkugel@sffma.org

Donald Pullin
Refugio FD
PO Box 398
Refugio, TX 78377-0398

Zone 2 - Assistant
Phone: 361.526.2114
Fax: 361.526.5616
Email: brenda_refcad@yahoo.com

Chuck Richardson
Phillips 66 Company 
PO Box 66
Sweeny, TX 77480-0066

Zone 6 - Assistant
Phone: 979.491.2034
Fax: 979.491.2241
Email: chuck.richardson@p66.com 

Jason January
Huntsville FD
PO Box 1
Huntsville, TX 77342-0001

Zone 7 - Assistant
Phone: 936.291.3047
Fax: 936.291.3472
Email: jjanuary@huntsvilletx.gov

COMMITTEE LISTINGS 

Nate Mara
Decatur FD
710 Parkridge Dr.
Decatur, TX 76234-1272

Zone 10 - Assistant
Phone: 940.627.1187
Fax: 940. 627.8809
Email: nmara@decaturfd.com 

Mel Deatherage
Shackelford County Rural VFD
3709 US Highway 180 E
Anson, TX 79501-2807

Zone 11 - Assistant
Phone: 325.338.2507
Fax: 325.762.2242
Email: mo2se@att.net

John Burgoyne
Greenwood Rural VFD
307 Llano Rd
Weatherford, TX 76088-8413

Zone 16
Phone: 817.341.3473
Fax: 817.594.3473
Email: johnburgoyne@ymail.com  

Paul Loeffler
Fort Davis FD
PO Box 1407
Alpine, TX 79831-1407

Zone 17
Phone: 432.426.3900 
Fax: 432.837.3395
Email: p.loeffler@sbcglobal.net

Chuck Garris
Pleasanton FD
312 Tagert St
Pleasanton, TX 78064-3967

Zone 15 - Assistant
Phone: 830.569.2813
Email: plezfire@2fastmail.com



MAJORITY OF TEXANS 
HAVE THE RIGHT 

TO CHOOSE THEIR 
ENERGY PROVIDER.

Help your fellow firefighters and 
first responders by making the switch

For more information about this offer email membership@sffma.org

TM

Solavei rewards you for using your cell phone! Join Solavei and pay only $49 a month for UNLIMITED, voice, text 
& data, then earn when you pass the information along to your friends! No Contract, no hidden fees, just $49 
a month for Unlimited voice,text and data. Visit http://www.solavei.com/txfirefighters for more information. 

TM

© 2006-2012 SGE IP Holdco, LLC. All rights reserved. Licensed in TX, GA, PA, MD, NJ & NY (TX #10104, GA #GM-38, NJ #ESL-0109 & GSL-0120, PA #A-2010-2181867, MD #IR-2072)
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Mark Wobus
Texas A&M Forest Service
PO Box 252
La Grange, TX 78945-0252

Texas A&M Forest Service 
Representative
Phone: 979.968.5556 
Email: mwobus@tfs.tamu.edu  

Kevin Creamer
Staff Liaison
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

Staff Liaison
Phone: 512.454.3473 
Fax: 512.453.1876
Email: kcreamer@sffma.org  

Joyce Stein
Staff Liaison Assistant
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

Staff Liaison Assistant
Phone: 512.454.3473 
Fax: 512.453.1876
Email: jstein@sffma.org  

CONFERENCE TRAINING & SPEAKER 
COMMITTEE
Cary Roccaforte
Brazos County Pct #3 VFD
2121 Nuches Ln
Bryan, TX 77803-1986

Chairman
Phone: 979.776.6430 
Fax: 979.776.0408
Email: croccaforte@pct3vfd.com  

Mike Montgomery
Harris County Fire Marshal's Office
2318 Atascocita Rd
Humble, TX 77396-3503

Co-Chairman/ Gulf Coast 
Phone: 281.436.8000 
Fax: 281.436.8025
Email: Mike_Montgomery@itc.co.harris.tx.us  

Brian Scheffer
Brenham FD
101 N Chappell Hill St
Brenham, TX 77833-3323

Co-Chairman/ Central 
Phone: 979.337.7300 
Fax: 979.337.7311
Email: bscheffer@sffma.org  

Rene Alaniz
McAllen FD
PO Box 220
McAllen, TX 78505-0220

Rio Grande Valley District
Phone: 956.972.7500 
Fax: 956.682.0377
Email: ralaniz@mcallen.net  

Chuck Richardson
Phillip 66 Company
PO Box 66
Sweeny, TX 77480-0066 

Industrial Board Liaison
Phone: 979.491.2034
Fax: 979.491.2241
Email: chuck.richardson@p66.com

Doug Baker
West I-10 FD
PO Box 400
Barker, TX 77413-0400

Zone 18 - Assistant
Phone: 713.396.8707
Fax: 281.675.3610
Email: dbaker@sffma.org

Curtis Brown
Dalhart FD
110 Denrock Ave
Dalhart, TX 790022-2622

Zone 19
Phone: 806.244.5454
Fax: 806.249.0277
Email: dalhartfd@hotmail.com

CERTIFICATION BOARD CONTINUED

Randy Finsterwald
Mobeetie VFD
8660 FM 3182
Mobeetie, TX 79061-4714

Zone 19 - Assistant
Phone: 806.845.2453
Fax: 806.845.2115
Email: rfinsterwald@hotmail.com

Gerald Weniger
Seguin FD
PO Box 215
Seguin, TX 78156-0215

Guadalupe District
Phone: 830.401.2310 
Fax: 830.401.2772
Email: gweniger@satx.rr.com  

Paul Loeffler
Fort Davis FD
PO Box 1407
Alpine, TX 79831-1407

Zone 17
Phone: 432.426.3900 
Fax: 432.837.3395
Email: p.loeffler@sbcglobal.net

Cary Roccaforte
TEEX-ESTI
PO Box 40006
College Station, TX 77842-4006

TEEX Representative
Phone: 979.862.1335
Fax: 979.845.0506
Email: 
cary.roccaforte@teex.tamu.edu  

COMBINATION DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE
Lanny Amstrong
Pasadena FD
205 S Fisher Ct
Pasadena, TX 77502-5544

Member
Phone: 713.475.5554
Fax: 713.473.0524
Email: larmstrong@ci.pasadena.tx.us

Brandi Plunkett
TEEX-ESTI
PO Box 40006
College Station, TX 77842-4006

Member
Phone: 979.458.6800
Fax: 979.847.9304
Email: brandi.plunkett@teex.tamu.edu

Michael Richardson
Decatur FD
608 County Road 4460
Decatur, TX 76234-8138

Member
Phone: 940.627.3199
Fax: 940.627.6014
Email: mrichardson@decaturfd.com

Shawn Snider
Edinburg FD
2804 Chateau St
Edinburg, TX 78539-7057

Member
Phone: 956.383.7691
Fax: 956.383.7111
Email:  ssnider@cityofedinburg.com

Bill Gardner
Leander FD
PO Box 319
Leander, TX 78646-0319

President
Phone: 512.528.2848
Email: bgardner@sffma.org

Chris Barron
SFFMA
4450 Frontier Trail
Austin, TX 78745-1514

Executive Director
Phone: 512.454.3473
Fax: 512.453.1876
Email: cbarron@sffma.org

Mark Wobus
Texas A&M Forest Service
PO Box 252
La Grange, TX 78945-0252

Texas A&M Forest Service
Phone: 979.968.5556
Email: mwobus@tfs.tamu.edu

Roy Mercer
2118 Enchanted Oaks Ln
Rosenberg, TX 77471-7105

Member
Phone: 832.473.5414
Email: rmercer@vfistx.com

COMMITTEE LISTINGS 

Henry Perry
Bastrop FD
PO Box 88
Bastrop, TX 78602-0088

Executive Board Liaison
Phone: 512.321.5550
Fax: 512.321.1315
Email: hperry@sffma.org
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David Luedeke
SFFMA Past President (2004)
Needville FD
PO Box 132
Needville, TX 77461-0132

Past President Liaison
Phone: 979.559.0026
Fax: 979.793.7255
Email: chief700@consolidated.net  

CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE
Dennis Gifford
Lumberton Fire & EMS
115 Candlewick Dr
Lumberton, TX 77657-7291

Teri Parkison
Latium Wesley Greenvine FD
7550 FM 2502
Brenham, TX 77833-7616

Central Texas District
Phone: 979.836.6946 
Email: lwg.9012@yahoo.com  

Brian Deason
Stockdale FD
603 S 7th St
Stockdale, TX 78160-6031

Guadalupe District
Phone: 830.996.1383 
Fax: 830.996.1366
Email: bdeason4200@yahoo.com  

Gillian Cox
Rockport FD
PO Box 2061
Fulton, TX 78358-2061

South Central Texas
Phone: 361.729.5392 
Fax: 361.729.1268
Email: mables35@sover.net  

William Gerber
Alvin FD
PO Box 2202
Alvin, TX 77512-2202

Gulf Coast District
Phone: 281.331.7688 
Fax: 281.331.9713
Email: billy.gerber@att.net  

Mark Hanson
Bellevue FD
520 King St
Bellevue, TX 76228-1630

Red River District
Phone: 940.928.2125 
Fax: 940.928.2109
Email: farmboymh@sbcglobal.net  

Joe Ondrasek
Brazos County Pct #4 FD
5572 Caroline Dr
Bryan, TX 77807-7806

Executive Board  Liaison
Phone: 979.775.0194 
Fax: 979.775.0123
Email: jondrasek@sffma.org    

Bob Looney
SFFMA Past President (1986)
220 Juniper St
Mansfield, TX 76063-1815

Past President Liaison
Phone: 817.473.1182
Email: palintex@yahoo.com  

Gabi Glass
Staff Liaison
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

Staff Liaison
Phone: 512.454.3473 
Fax: 512.453.1876
Email: gglass@sffma.org  

Donald Shoemaker
Lake Jackson FD
54 Juniper Ct
Lake Jackson, TX 77566-5002

Gulf Coast District
phone: 979.238.5771 
fax: 979.285.0368
Email: fire15s@aol.com 

William Crawford
Sheldon Community F&R
PO Box 1877
Channelview, TX 77530-1877

Gulf Coast District
Phone: 281.458.1431
Fax: 281.458.7394
Email: wcrawford@sheldonfd.org 

Thomas Jones
Madisonville VFD
921 E Main St
Madisonville, TX 77864-2113

East Texas District
Phone: 936.348.3317 
Fax: 936.349.0149
Email: thom.jones@sbcglobal.net

Danny Hurt
Pleasant Grove FD
4786 FM 3129 S
Bloomburg, TX 75556-4020

Northeast Texas District
Phone: 903.838.7123
Email: dannyhurt@netzero.com 

CONFERENCE TRAINING & SPEAKER 
COMMITTEE CONTINUED

Bill Gardner
Leander FD
PO Box 319
Leander, TX 78646-0319

President
Phone: 512.528.2848
Email: bgardner@sffma.org

Gabi Glass
Staff Liaison
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

Staff Liaison
Phone: 512.454.3473 
Fax: 512.453.1876
Email: gglass@sffma.org  

CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS COMMITTEE
Dennis Gifford
Lumberton Fire & EMS
115 Candlewick Dr
Lumberton, TX 77657-7291

Chairman/ East Texas 
Phone: 409.755.6031 
Fax: 409.751.6237
Email: dennismgifford@aol.com  

Cary Roccaforte
Brazos County Pct #3 VFD
2121 Nuches Ln
Bryan, TX 77803-1986

Central Texas District
phone: 979.776.6430 
fax: 979.776.0408
Email: croccaforte@pct3vfd.com  

Louise Watts
Southeast Caldwell County VFD
303 E Bowie St
Luling, TX 78648-2905

Guadalupe District
Phone: 830.875.9239
Fax: 830.875.9239
Email: louisewatts50@hotmail.com

William Crawford
Sheldon Community F&R
PO Box 1877
Channelview, TX 77530-1877

Gulf Coast District
Phone: 281.458.1431
Fax: 281.458.7394
Email: wcrawford@sheldonfd.org  

Maricruz Tovar
Edinburg FD
212 W McIntyre St
Edinburg, TX 78541-3340

Danny Cox
Rockport FD
PO Box 2061
Fulton, TX 78358-2061

South Central District
Phone: 361.729.5392 
Fax: 361.729.1268
Email: dumptruck161@yahoo.com  

Rio Grande Valley District
Phone: 956.383.5661
Email:  mtovar@cityofedunburg.com 

Frankie Salinas
Edinburg FD
821 Park Cir
Edinburg, TX 78539-7306

Rio Grande Valley District
Phone: 956.383.7691
Fax: 956.383.7111
Email: txbighunter@aol.com 

Leonard Nauman
Burkburnett FD
1202 Parliament St
Burkburnett,TX 76354-3117

Red River District
phone: 940.569.3553 
fax: 940.569.5192
Email: nauman522@gmail.com

Chairman/ East Texas 
Phone: 409.755.6031 
Fax: 409.751.6237
Email: dennismgifford@aol.com  

COMMITTEE LISTINGS 
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Tito Rodriguez
Clute FD
735 Arbor St
Clute, TX 77531-3717

President
Phone: 979.265.4742
Fax: 979.265.4742
Email: favff_tman@yahoo.com

3 -  TRI RIVERS / 6  - GULF COAST DISTRICTS

Michelle Cornell
Tri-Rivers FFMA
1940 Melody Ln
Richmond, TX 77406-2412

Secretary
Phone: 281.468.3150 
Fax: 832.223.0167
Email: mcornell@lcisd.org  

4 - SOUTH CENTRAL DISTRICT
Jason DeLeon
Sinton FD 
PO Box 955
Sinton, TX 78387-0955

President
Phone: 361.364.6400
Fax: 361.364.3781
Email: jd.enterprise@ymail.com

Elena Sanchez
Sinton FD
PO Box 652
Sinton, TX 78387-0652

Secretary
Phone: 361.364.2381 
Fax: 361.364.3781
Email: esanchez1019@ sbcglobal.net  

5 - RIO GRANDE VALLEY DISTRICT
RC Flores
McAllen FD
PO Box 220
McAllen, TX 78505-0220

President
Phone: 956.972.7500
Fax: 956.682.0377
Email: rcflores1@yahoo.com

Maricruz Tovar
Edinburg FD
212 W McIntyre St
Edinburg, TX 78541-3340

Secretary
Phone: 956.383.5661
Email: mtovar@cityofedinburg.com

6 - GULF COAST DISTRICT

7 - EAST TEXAS DISTRICT

Dennis Gifford
Lumberton Fire & EMS
115 Candlewick Dr
Lumberton, TX 77657-7291

Secretary
Phone: 409.755.6031 
Fax: 409.751.6237
Email: dennismgifford@aol.com  

8 - NORTHEAST TEXAS DISTRICT

Glenn Johnson
PO Box 291
Center, TX 75935-0291

President
Phone: 936.598.3288
Email: rgj410@yahoo.com

F. Jim White
Overton FD
304 E Mundy St
Overton, TX 75684-1734

Secretary
Phone: 903.834.3457
Fax: 903.834.3625 
Email: jwhite@sffma.org

Kevin Ray
Alvarado FD
PO Box 198
Covington, TX 76636-0198

9 - NORTH TEXAS DISTRICT
President
Phone: 817.790.8884
Fax: 817.783.6505
Email: capt7903@yahoo.com

Melissa Bennett
Retreat VFD
2001 Pin Oak Ln 
Corsicana, TX 75110-9103
 

Secretary
Phone: 817.298.3689
Fax: 972.923.0039
Email: mbennett@retreatfire.org

William Wekenborg
Joy VFD
550 FM 175
Henrietta, TX 76365-7318

President
Phone: 940.476.2370
Email: bmwrhr@comcell.net

10 - RED RIVER DISTRICT

11 - MID-WEST DISTRICT
Richard Goodney
Colorado City FD
950 E 15th St
Colorado City, TX 79512-4008

President
Phone: 325.728.5252
Fax: 325.728.9415
Email: fdcc323@aol.com

DISTRICT OFFICERS

Timothy Mantey
Rocky Creek FD
1702 Morgan St
Brenham, TX 77833

Secretary 
Phone: 903.399.0049
Fax: 936.825.2435
Email:tmmantey@yahoo.com

1 - CENTRAL TEXAS DISTRICT

2 - GUADALUPE DISTRICT
Brian Deason
Stockdale FD
603 S 7th St
Stockdale, TX 78160-6031

President
Phone: 830.996.1383
Fax: 830.996.1366
Email: bdeason4200@yahoo.com

Steven Simpson
150 Tomahawk Trl
Seguin, TX 78155-6951

Secretary
Phone: 830.372.5240
Email: simpson107@att.net  

Phillip Kibodeaux
China FD
PO Box 724
China, TX 77613-0724

President
Phone: 409.752.5100
Fax: 409.752.5055
Email: pkibodeaux121@aol.com

Herbert Vaughan
Rockdale FD
1176 County Road 333
Rockdale, TX 76567-4204

President 
Phone: 512.446.2930
Fax: 512.446.6258

see Tri-Rivers District for information

Kristopher Hester
Merkel FD
1408 N 4th 
Merkel, TX 79536-3205

Secretary
Phone: 325.928.4725
Fax: 325.846.4139
Email: hester_ks@yahoo.com

Timothy Smith 
West Carlisle FD
PO Box 98044
Lubbock, TX 79499-8044

12 - PANHANDLE DISTRICT
President
Phone: 806.797.0412
Fax: 806.797.0514
Email: smith@door.net

COMMITTEE LISTINGS 



VOTE TIM SMITH 
4TH VICE PRESIDENT
STATE FIREMEN’S & FIRE MARSHALS’ ASSOCIATION

Follow Tim Smith, Fourth VP

I am not running for office... I am running for you!

I will assist SFFMA in the challenges for the future. Texas has long 
set the standard for the fire service in this country. I am asking 
for YOUR VOTE and YOUR SUPPORT in June, so together, we 
can continue to set the standard.

• Fire Chief/EMS Director, West Carlisle 
• President, Panhandle District 
• Chairman, Texas EMS Board 
• Health and Safety Committee 
• FF II/Paramedic/Registered Nurse 
• Instructor I 
• President, Lubbock County Firefighters
• GETAC Stroke Committee
• RAC “B” Executive Board Member
• Texas Cardiovascular & Stroke Committee

CONGRATULATIONS!
2013 Firefighter of the Year

Dennis Gage
Kilgore FD

2013 EMS Responder of the Year

Edward Konick III
Alvarado FD

SPONSORED BY:
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14 - HILL COUNTRY DISTRICT

15 - WINTERGARDEN DISTRICT

Jerry Rust
Val Verde County Rural VFD
PO Box 421314
Del Rio, TX 78842-1314

Secretary
Phone: 830.774.7640 
Fax: 830.774.7686
Email: valverdecountyfire@stx.rr.com
 

Bob O'Burke
SFFMA Past President (1977)
206 McMurry Ave
Duncanville, TX 75116-3314   

DRIVING CONTEST COMMITTEE CONTINUED

Ronnie Sexton
Thorndale FD
3705 del Norte Blvd
Temple, TX 76502-1616

Central Texas District
Phone: 512.431.1024 
Email: wgoldwing04@hot.rr.com 

Brian Deason
Stockdale FD
603 S 7th St
Stockdale, TX 78160-6031

Guadalupe District
Phone: 830.996.1383 
Fax: 830.996.1366
Email: bdeason4200@yahoo.com  

Robert Doolittle, Sr.
Bayou Vista FD
1428 Foreman St
La Marque, TX 77568-5420

Gulf Coast District
Phone: 409.356.3382 
Fax: 409.935.1205
Email: Rrd608@sbcgobal.net  

Dennis Gage
Kilgore FD
PO Box 379
Gladewater, TX 75647-0379

Northeast Texas District
Phone: 903.983.1559
Fax: 903.984.7594
Email: gage@cityofkilgore.com  

Daniel Cabrera
Falfurrias FD
PO Box 302
Falfurrias, TX 78355-0302

South Central District
Phone: 361.325.2422 
Fax: 361.325.1762
Email: fvfd31@yahoo.com

Past President Liaison
Phone: 972.298.3291 
Email: 
bobdotoburke@sbcglobal.net  

12 - PANHANDLE DISTRICT
Dennis Rice
Canyon FD
PO Box 627
Canyon, TX 79015-0627

Secretary
Phone: 806.655.5010
Fax: 806.655.5029
Email: rice.dennis@rc-sheriff.com 

13 - PERMIAN  BASIN DISTRICT
Todd Lee
Seminole FD
PO Box 163
Seminole, TX 79360-0163

President
phone: 432.758.8818

Keith Mensch
Denver City FD
PO Box 115
Denver City, TX 79323-0115

Secretary
Phone: 806.592.5426
Fax: 806.592.9436
Email: kmmensch@valornet.com 

DISTRICT OFFICERS CONTINUED

Brent Allen
Ballinger FD
PO Box 227
Ballinger, TX 76821-0227

Secretary
Phone: 325.365.5137
Fax: 325.365.5612
Email: ballen@ballingerfd.com  

Courtney Ischar
Ballinger FD
900 Country Club Rd
Ballinger, TX 76821-2218

President
Phone: 325.365.5137

Junior Bosquez
Pleasanton FD
311 Virginia St
Pleasanton, TX 78064-2647

President
Phone: 830.569.2813
Fax: 830.569.2813
Email: bosquezauto@yahoo.com
 

DRIVING CONTEST COMMITTEE

William Schiffman
Needville FD
1006 Bittersweet Dr
Richmond, TX 77406-6552

Vice Chairman/ Gulf Coast
Phone: 979.793.4262 
Fax: 979.793.7255
Email: wschiffman@comcast.net  

Michael Richter
Needville FD
PO Box 374
Needville, TX 77461-0374

Chairman/ Gulf Coast District
Phone: 979.793.4262 
Fax: 979.793.7255
Email: richtmic@co.fort-bend.tx.us  

Aaron Rubach
Latium Wesley Greenvine FD
9560 FM 389
Brenham, TX 77833-7680

Central Texas District
Phone: 979.836.6946 
Email: aaronrubach@yahoo.com  

John Robinson 
Retreat VFD
621 N Spikes Rd
Corsicana, TX 75110-8586

North Texas District
Phone: 903.229.7570
Fax: 972.923.0039
Email: jrobinson@retreatfire.org 

EMS COMMITTEE
Timothy Smith
West Carlisle FD
PO Box 98044
Lubbock, TX 79499-8044

Chairman/ Panhandle District
Phone: 806.797.0412 
Fax: 806.797.0514
Email: smith@door.net  

Jason Loyd
Brazos County Pct #3 VFD
1217 Harrisonburg Ln 
College Station, TX 77845-4049

Central Texas District
Phone: 979.776.6430 
Fax: 979.776.0408
Email:jason.loyd@pct3vfd.com

Timothy Mantey
Rocky Creek FD
1702 Morgan St
Brenham, TX 77833

Central Texas District
Phone: 903.399.0049
Fax: 936.825.2435
Email: tmmantey@yahoo.com
 

Daniel Williams
Brazos County Pct. # 4
5601 Caroline Dr
Bryan, TX 77807-7809

Central Texas District
Phone: 979.775.0194
Fax: 979.775.0123
Email: dpwilliams@bryantx.gov
 

COMMITTEE LISTINGS 

Lewis Willard
La Marque FD
104 Tulip Trl
Lake Jackson, TX 77566-4116

Gulf Coast District
Phone: 409.938.9260
Fax: 409.935.1113
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Dennis Gifford
Lumberton Fire & EMS
115 Candlewick Dr
Lumberton, TX 77657-7291

East Texas District
Phone: 409.755.6031 
Fax: 409.751.6237
Email: dennismgifford@aol.com  

Karen Pickard
Ovilla FD
307 E University St
Ovilla, TX 75154-3401

North Texas District
Phone: 972.617.7375 
Fax: 972.617.5793
Email: kpickard307@aol.com

Edward Walsh
Watauga Fire/EMS
3757 Tierra Sophia Dr
El Paso, TX 79938-4332

North Texas District
Phone: 817.514.5870 
Fax: (817) 428-0268
Email: edward.walsh@mavs.uta.edu  

Chuck Richardson
Phillips 66 Company 
PO Box 66
Sweeny, TX 77480-0066

Industrial Board Liaison
Phone: 979.491.2034
Fax: 979.491.2241
Email: chuck.richardson@p66.com

EXHIBITS COMMITTEE
Mark Lancaster
Santa Fe Fire & Rescue
12510 E Bar Dr
Santa Fe, TX 77510-8601

Co-Chairman/ Gulf Coast 
Phone: (409) 925-7331 
Fax: (409) 925-7330
Email:  
marklancaster@verizon.net  

Raymond Murray
Casco Industries
607 W 62nd St
Shreveport, LA 71106-2913

Co-Chairman
Phone: 800.551.8787 
Fax: 419.735.4259
Email: raymond@cascoindustries.com
  

Michael Pratt
Brazos County Pct #4 FD
4511 Log Hollow Dr 
Bryan, TX 77803-0308

Central Texas District
Phone: 979.775.0194
Fax: 979.775.0123
Email: mpratt@precinct4.com 

Matt Glaves
Alvin FD
2197 County Road 155
Alvin, TX 77511-1533

Gulf Coast District
Phone: 281.331.7688 
Fax: 281.331.9713
Email: matt.glaves@bluebell.com  

Tito Rodriguez
Clute FD
735 Arbor St
Clute, TX 77531-3717

Gulf Coast District
Phone: 979.265.4742
Fax: 979.265.4742
Email: favff_tman@yahoo.com  

Joel Sumrall
Santa Fe Fire & Rescue
16207 Bluebird St
Santa Fe, TX 77517-2142

Gulf Coast District
Phone: 409.925.7331 
Fax: 409.925.7330
Email: joelsumrall@gmail.com  

Gerald Weniger
Seguin FD
PO Box 215
Seguin, TX 78156-0215

Guadalupe District
Phone: 830.401.2310 
Fax: 830.401.2772
Email: gweniger@satx.rr.com  

Clemente Sanchez
Sinton FD
PO Box 652
Sinton, TX 78387-0652

South Central District
Phone: 361.364.2381 
Fax: 361.364.3781
Email: csanchez1123@sbcglobal.net  

Jason Delattre
Edinburg FD
206 Beverly Hills Ln
Edinburg, TX 78542-4389

Rio Grande Valley District
Phone: 956.383.7691 
Fax: 956.383.7111
Email: jasondelattre@edinburgems.com  

Quint Mantey
Brazos County Pct #4 FD
PO Box 4186
Bryan, TX 77805-4186

Central Texas District
Phone: 979.775.0194
Fax: 979.775.0123
Email: quintmantey2006@yahoo.com

EMS COMMITTEE CONTINUED

Kenneth Hoffman
Windthhorst FD
247 Schroeder Rd
Windthorst, TX 76389-4258

Red River District
Phone: 940.322.1506 ext. 103
Fax: 940.322.1542
Email: ditchdoctor93@yahoo.com

William Tidwell
Crosbyton FD
PO Box 242
Crosbyton, TX 79322-0242

Panhandle District
Phone: 806.675.2301
Fax: 806.675.7012
Email: wr.tidwell@hotmail.com

Bill Gardner
Leander FD
PO Box 319
Leander, TX 78646-0319

Executive Board Liaison
Phone: 512.528.2848
Email: bgardner@sffma.org

Teri Parkison
Latium Wesley Greenvine FD
7550 FM 2502
Brenham, TX 77833-7616

Central Texas District
Phone: 979.836.6946
Email: lwg.9012@yahoo.com

Thomas Jones
Madisonville VFD
921 E Main St
Madisonville, TX 77864-2113

East Texas District
Phone: 936.348.3317 
Fax: 936.349.0149
Email: thom.jones@sbcglobal.net

Jerry Taylor 
Gilmer FD
885 Azalea Rd
Gilmer, TX 75645-7469

Northeast  Texas District
Phone: 903.843.3225
Fax: 903.843.3251
Email: jhtaylor25@etex.net

Wayland Price
Itasca FD
403 N King St
Itasca, TX 76055-2225

North Texas District
Phone: 254.687.2201
Fax: 254.687.9058  
Email: wjprice1800@hotmail.com  

Gabi Glass
SFFMA
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

Shawn Snider
SFFMA Past President (2009)
Edinburg FD
PO Box 1079
Edinburg, TX 78540-1079

Past President Liaison
Phone: 956.383.7691 
Fax: 956.289.1853
Email: ssnider@cityofedinburg.com  

Staff Liaison
Phone: 512.454.3473 
Fax: 512.453.1876
Email: gglass@sffma.org  

COMMITTEE LISTINGS 
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Chris Barron
SFFMA
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Allen Scopel
Rosenberg FD
3814 Marilyn St
Rosenberg, TX 77471-5349

Chairman/ Tri-Rivers District
Phone: 281.238.9603
Fax: 281.238.9603
Email: ajscopel@att.net  

Patrick Hlavaty
SFFMA Past President (1997)
El Campo FD
2012 Wilson Rd
El Campo, TX 77437-9500

Vice Chairman/
Past President Liaison
Phone: 979.543.0341 
Email: pat.helen@sbcglobal.net  

Rayford Gibson
Tatum FD
PO Box 774
Tatum, TX 75691-0774

Secretary
Phone: 979.229.8134 
Fax: 903.947.2217
Email: rgibson@sffma.org  

Earl Whitmore
Rockdale FD
1211 Zana Ln
Rockdale, TX 76567-2751

Central Texas District
Phone: 512.446.2983
Email: ew_smokeeater25@hotmail.com 

Kent Watts
SFFMA Past President (2010)
Southeast Caldwell County VFD
303 E Bowie St
Luling, TX 78648-2905

Guadalupe District
Phone: 830.875.9239 
Fax: 830.875.9239
Email: kwatts51@yahoo.com

Herbert Willich
PO Box 681
Elsa, TX 78543-0681

Rio Grande Valley District
Phone: 956.457.0924 
Email: willichelsa@aol.com  

Tommy Anderson
SFFMA Past President (2003)
Santa Fe Fire/ Rescue
12150 14th St
Santa Fe, TX 77510-2140

Gulf Coast District
Phone: 409.925.7331 
Fax: 409.925.7330
Email: fdchief700@comcast.net  

Melissa Bennett
Retreat VFD
2001 Pin Oak Ln
Corsicana, TX 75110-9103

North Texas District
Phone: 817.298.3689
Fax: 972.923.0039
Email: mbennett@retreatfire.org

Thomas Smead
Vernon Fire/EMS
2738 Oaklawn Dr
Vernon, TX 76384-6417

Red River District
Phone: 940.553.1782 
Fax: 940.552.2293
Email: ksmead@vernontx.gov  

Steve Cochran
Midwest District
821 Yucca
Merkel, TX 79536-7010

Mid-West Texas District
Phone: 325.267.0713
Fax: 325.846.4139
Email: stevec@taylortel.net  

Jerry Rust
Val Verde County Rural VFD
PO Box 421314
Del Rio, TX 78842-1314

Wintergarden District
Phone: 830.774.7640
Fax: 830.774.7686
Email: valverdecountyfire@stx.rr.com

Jack King
SFFMA Past President (1981)
661-B FM 2550 Rd
Huntsville, TX 77320-1972

Past President Liaison
Phone: 936.2952081 
Email: ajackking@aol.com  

Shawn Snider
SFFMA Past President (2009)
Edinburg FD
PO Box 1079
Edinburg, TX 78540-1079

Past President Liaison
Phone: 956.383.7691 
Fax: 956.289.1853
Email: ssnider@cityofedinburg.com  

Kyle Stephens
SFFMA Past President (2007)
Decatur FD
PO Box 331
Decatur, TX 76234-0331

Past President Liaison
Phone: 940.627.3199 
Fax: 940.627.7240
Email: kstephenstt79@yahoo.com 

Executive Director
Phone: 512.454.3473 
Fax: 512.453.1876
Email: cbarron@sffma.org  

Jim Philp 
Lumberton Fire & EMS
7866 Walnut Dr
Lumberton, TX 77657-8995

East Texas District
Phone: 409.284.6212
Fax: 409.751.6237
Email: jphilp@lumbertonfirerescue.org 

James Harp
Canyon FD
17 Edgewood Ln 
Canyon, TX 79015-2111

Panhandle District
Phone: 806.655.5010
Fax: 806.655.5029
Email: jwharp@gmail.com

Brent Allen
Ballinger FD
PO Box 227
Ballinger, TX 76821-0227

Hill Country District
Phone: 325.365.5137
Fax: 325.365.5612
Email: ballen@ballingerfd.com

David Wade
Deer Park VFD
3018 Eileen St
Deer Park, TX 77536-5022

Executive Board Liaison
Phone: 281.478.7281
Fax: 281.478.7289
Email: dwade@sffma.org

FIREFIGHTER/ EMS RESPONDER OF THE 
YEAR COMMITTEE

Barbara Marzean
VFIS of Texas
3420 Executive Center Dr 
Ste 301
Austin, TX 78731-1626

Co-Chairwoman
Phone: 512.448.9928 
Fax: 512.448.9929
Email: bmarzean@vfistx.com  

Ben Kennedy
TEEX-ESTI
4210 Camber Ct 
College Station, TX 77845

Co-Chairman
Phone: 979.229.1263
Fax: 979.847.9304
Email: bkennedy@sffma.org    

Donald Pullin
Refugio FD
PO Box 398
Refugio, TX 78377-0398

Guadalupe District
Phone: 361.526.2114
Fax: 361.526.5614
Email: brenda_refcad@yahoo.com

Clemente Sanchez
Sinton FD
PO Box 652
Sinton, TX 78387-0652

South Central District
Phone: 361.364.2381
Fax: 361.364.3781
Email: csanchez1123@sbcglobal.net

COMMITTEE LISTINGS 
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Karen Pickard
Ovilla FD
307 E University St
Ovilla, TX 75154-3401

FIREFIGHTER/ EMS RESPONDER OF THE 
YEAR COMMITTEE CONTINUED

Anthony Cargile
Santa Fe Fire & Rescue
4712 Scott St
Santa Fe, TX 77517-3314

Gulf Coast District
Phone: 409.978.2554 
Fax: 409.925.7330
Email: propho999@verizon.net

North Texas District
Phone: 972.617.7375
Fax: 972.617.5793
Email: kpickard307@aol.com

FIRE MARSHAL COMMITTEE

Mike Montgomery
Harris County Fire Marshal's Office
2318 Atascocita Rd
Humble, TX 77396-3503

Gulf Coast District
Phone: 281.436.8000
Fax: 281.436.8025
Email: Mike_Montgomery@itc.co.harris.tx.us  

Gerald Burnett
Brazos County Pct #3 VFD
PO Box 1665
Bryan, TX 77806-1665

Central Texas District
Phone: 979.776.6430
Fax: 979.776.0408
Email: gburnett@pct3vfd.com  

Paul Lesak
Ganado FD
PO Box 322
Ganado, TX 77962-0322

Guadalupe District
Phone: 361.771.2691
Email: pelesak@ykc.com     

Edward Walsh
Watauga Fire/EMS
3757 Tierra Sophia Dr.
El Paso, TX 79938-4332

Chairman/ North Texas District
Phone: 817.514.5870
Fax: 817.428.0268
Email: edward.walsh@mavs.uta.edu

Michael Kennon 
West Carlisle FD
PO Box 98044
Lubbock, TX 79499-8044

Panhandle District
Phone: 806.797.0412
Fax: 806.797.0514
Email: mike.kennon@ttuhsc.edu  

David Wade
Deer Park VFD
3018 Eileen St
Deer Park, TX 77536-5022

FIRE MUSEUM BOARD
Dennis Gifford
Lumberton Fire & EMS
115 Candlewick Dr
Lumberton, TX 77657-7291

East Texas District
Phone: 409.755.6031 
Fax: 409.751.6237
Email: dennismgifford@aol.com  

Cecily Varner
Mauriceville FD
PO Box 1376
Mauriceville, TX 77626-1376

East Texas District
Phone: 409.745.4638 
Fax: 409.745.5517
Email: mvtx84@att.net 

Executive Board Liaison
Phone: 281.478.7281 
Fax: 281.478.7289
Email: dwade@sffma.org  

Harvie Cheshire
TEEX-ESTI
1100 Merry Oaks Dr
College Station, TX 77840-2607

Executive Board Liaison
Phone: 979.862.7440
Fax: 979.458.0649
Email: harvie.cheshire@teex.tamu.edu

Barbara Marzean
VFIS of Texas
3420 Executive Center Dr Ste 301
Austin, TX 78731-1626

Liaison
Phone: 512.448.9928 
Fax: 512.448.9929
Email: bmarzean@vfistx.com  

GOLF TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE

Brian Scheffer
Brenham FD
5315 FM 1457
Round Top, TX 78954-5017

Co-Chairman/ Central Texas 
Phone: 979.337.7300 
Fax: 979.337.7311
Email: bscheffer@cityofbrenham.org

Roy Mercer
VFIS of Texas
2118 Enchanted Oaks Ln
Rosenberg, TX 77471-7105

Co-Chairman/
Tri-Rivers District
Phone: 281.341.5023
Email: rmercer@vfistx.com  

Lang Flisowski
Central Texas District
Brenham FD
3771 Wieghat Ln
Brenham, TX 77833-8649

Central Texas District
Phone: 979.337.7300 
Fax: 979.337.7311
Email: spankylang@hotmail.com  

Brian Janes
Latium Wesley Greenvine FD
9804 N FM 2502
Brenham, TX 77833-1595

Central Texas District
Phone: 979.836.6946
Email: brianpjt@yahoo.com  

Gregory Nienstedt
Brenham FD
601 Farmers Rd
Brenham, TX 77833-1695

Central Texas District
Phone: 979.337.7300 
Fax: 979.337.7311
Email: gnienstedt@cityofbrenham.org

Dennis Gage
Kilgore FD
PO Box 379 
Gladewater, TX 75647-0379

Northeast Texas District
Phone: 903.983.1559
Fax: 903.984.7594
Email: dennis.gage@cityofkilgore.com

Edward Konick, III
Alvarado FD
104 W College St
Alvarado, TX 76009-4319

North Texas District
Phone: 817.790.8884
Fax: 817.783.6505
Email: konick@sbcglobal.net

Clif Meekins
La Porte Fire Marshal's Office
125 S 3rd St
La Porte, TX 77571-5007

Gulf Coast District
Phone: 281.867.4603
Email: meekinsc@laportetx.gov

George Tullgren
Deer Park VFD
602 Kingston Ct
Deer Park, TX 77536-6126

Gulf Coast District
Phone: 281.478.7281
Fax: 281.478.7289
Email: getullgren@att.net

Jim Philp 
Lumberton Fire & EMS
7866 Walnut Dr
Lumberton, TX 77657-8995

East Texas District
Phone: 409.284.6212
Fax: 409.751.6237
Email: jphilp@lumbertonfirerescue.org

Jackson Bennett
Decatur FD
PO Box 275
Decatur, TX 76234-0275

Red River District
Phone: 940.627.1187
Fax: 940.627.8809
Email:dbennett@decaturfd.com  

COMMITTEE LISTINGS 

Charles Gee
Jasper FD
905 Richardson Dr
Jasper, TX 75951-2809

East Texas District
Phone: 409.383.6168
Fax: 409.384.5437
Email: chargincharlie42@hotmail.com
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Deloss Edwards
SFFMA Past President (1995)
4733 Catclaw Dr
Abilene, TX 79606-3217

John Schulze
Brenham FD
708 E Sixth St
Brenham, TX 77833-4665

Central Texas District
Phone: 979.337.7300 
Fax: 979.337.7311
Email: smokerjs@yahoo.com  

Paul Hamilton
Potter County Fire/Rescue
PO Box 364
Bushland, TX 79012-0364

Panhandle District 
Phone: 806.383.3373
Fax: 806.381.0225
Email: phamilton@sffma.org  

Lynn Bizzell
TEEX-ESTI
PO Box 40006
College Station, TX 77842-4006

TEEX Representative
Phone: 979.845.2595
Fax: 979.847.9304
Email: lynn.bizzell@teex.tamu.edu

Past President Liaison
Phone: 325.695.5133 
Email: deloss36@hotmail.com  

TEXAS INDUSTRIAL EMERGENCY
SERVICES BOARD
Rick Deel
Lubrizol Corporation - Deer Park
PO Box 158
Deer Park, TX 77536-0158

Chairman/ SLOT 03
Phone: 832.260.7852
Fax: 832.260.7852
Email: rick.deel@lubrizol.com  

Terry Boyett
Chevron Phillips Chemical Co
9500 East Fwy
Baytown, TX 77521-8155

SLOT 02
Phone: 281.421.6232
Fax:281.421.6444
Email: boyette@cpchem.com  

Brett Steed
Enterprise Products 
Operating LP - EPCO
4227 Decker Dr
Baytown, TX 77520

SLOT 01
Phone: 281.424.6860
Fax: 281.887.7085
Email: bsteed@eprod.com 

Randy Parkison
Latium Wesley Greenvine FD
7550 FM 2502
Brenham, TX 77833-7616

Central Texas District
Phone: 979.836.6946 
Email: lwg.9001@yahoo.com  

Keith Russell
Eastman Chemical Co
PO Box 7444
Longview, TX 75607-7444

Vice Chairman/SLOT 04
Phone: 903.237.6689 
Fax: 903.237.6678
Email: krussell@eastman.com  

Todd Johnson
SWS Environmental Services 
414 FM 1103
Cibolo, TX 78108-3533

SLOT 05
Phone: 210.566.8366
Fax: 210.566.6247
Email: todd.johnson@
swsenvironmental.com

Chuck Richardson
Phillips 66 Company
PO Box 66
Sweeny, TX 77480-0066

SLOT 07
Phone: 979.491.2034
Fax: 979.491.2241
Email: chuck.richardson@p66.com

Corky McCool 
Valero Refining - Three Rivers
PO Box 490
Three Rivers, TX 78071-0490

SLOT 06
Phone: 361.786.8260
Fax: 361.786.2383
Email: corky.mccool@valero.com

Gerald Sherman
Lyondell/Equistar
8280 Sheldon Rd
Channelview, TX 77530-2693

Secretary/SLOT 08
Phone: 281.860.1363
Email: gerald.sherman@
lyondellbassell.com 

Paul Hannemann
Fredericksburg FD
708 W Austin St
Fredericksburg, TX 78624-2502

SLOT 09
Phone: 830.997.5603
Fax: 830.997.3918
Email: phannemann@tfs.tamu.edu

J.D. Lowe
Refinery Terminal Fire Company
PO Box 4162
Corpus Christi, TX 78469-4162

SLOT 10
Phone: 361.885.7338
Fax: 361.241.0943
Email: jdlowe@rtfc.org

Rodney Kovalcik
ExxonMobil Company
5000 Bayway Dr
Baytown, TX 77520-2123

SLOT 11
Phone: 281.834.4006 
Fax: 281.834.4024
Email: rodney.r.kovalcik@exxonmobil.com

James Pursell
Valero Energy Corporation
PO Box 696000
San Antonio, TX 78269-6000

SLOT 12
Phone: 210.345.3054 
Fax: 210.370.4716
Email: james.pursell@valero.com  

Lee Kaderli
ExxonMobil Chemical Co -
MBPP
PO Box 1653
Mont Belvieu, TX 77580-1653

SLOT 16
Phone: 281.834.9417
Fax: 281.834.9674
Email: lee.r.kaderli@exxonmobil.com 

David Cave
CITGO Refining and Chem Co
1801 Nueces Bay Blvd
Corpus Christi, TX 78407-2221

SLOT 13
Phone: 361.844.5241
Fax: 361.844.5113
Email: dcave@citgo.com  

Vacant			   SLOT 14 & 15

HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE
Dennis Gifford
Lumberton Fire & EMS
115 Candlewick Dr
Lumberton, TX 77657-7291

Member
Phone: 409.755.6031
Fax: 409.751.6237
Email: dennismgifford@aol.com

Roy Mercer
VFIS of Texas
2118 Enchanted Oaks Ln
Rosenberg, TX 77471-7105

Member
Phone: 281.341.5023
Email: rmercer@vfistx.com 

Ronnie Sexton
TML
3705 del Norte Blvd
Temple, TX 76502-1616

Member
Phone: 512.431.1024
Email: wgoldwing04@hot.rr.com

Tim Smith
West Carlisle FD
PO Box 98044
Lubbock, TX 79499-8044

Member
Phone: 806.797.0412
Fax: 806.797.0514
Email: smith@door.net

David Wade
Deer Park VFD
3018 Eileen St
Deer Park, TX 77536-5022

Member
Phone: 281.478.7281
Fax: 281.478.7289
Email: dwade@sffma.org

COMMITTEE LISTINGS 
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Kevin Creamer
SFFMA
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

Jeff Hoffstadt
Enterprise Products 
Operating LP; Texas Region ERT
10647 Gulfdale St
San Antonio, TX 78216-3604

SLOT 18
Phone: 210.528.3252
Fax: 210.528.4232
Email: jhoffstadt@epco.com  

Kent DeLaney
12719 4th 1/2 St
Santa Fe, TX 77510-8031

SLOT 19
Phone: 409.925.7331
Fax: 409.925.7330

Robert Moore
TEEX-ESTI
200 Technology Way
College Station, TX 77845-3424

SLOT 20
Phone: 979.862.4469
Fax: 979.847.9304
Email: robert.moore@teex.tamu.edu 

Chris Barron
SFFMA
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

Executive Director
Phone: 512.454.3473
Fax: 512.453.1876
Email: cbarron@sffma.org  

Staff Liaison
Phone: 512.454.3473
Fax: 512.453.1876
Email: kcreamer@sffma.org  

INTERNATIONAL MEMBER COMMITTEE
Ian Moscoso
Cloverleaf VFD
PO Box 96701
Houston, TX 77213-6701

Rosendo Garcia
TEEX-ESTI
6215 Guyler St
Wallis, TX 77485-9495

Central Texas District
Phone: 979.458.6800
Fax: 979.847.9304
Email: rosendo.garcia@teex.tamu.edu 

Rene Alaniz
McAllen FD
704 N Cummings Ave
Mission, TX 78572-5166

Rio Grande Valley District
Phone: 956.972.7500
Fax: 956.682.0377
Email: ralaniz@mcallen.net  

Juan Gloria
3312 Aceves
Edinburg, TX 78541-6284

Rio Grande Valley District
Phone: 956.292.2104
Email: jgloria@mcallen.net

Chairman/ Gulf Coast District
Phone: 713.453.1811 
Fax: 713.455.9976
Email: ianmoscoso@hotmail.com  
   

Diana Cardona
SFFMA
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

Staff Liaison
Phone: 512.454.3473
Fax: 512.453.1876
Email: dcardona@sffma.org  

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE
Ben Kennedy
TEEX-ESTI
4210 Camber Ct
College Station, TX 77845

Co-Chairman/ Chaplain
Phone: 979.229.1263
Fax: 979.847.9304
Email: bkennedy@sffma.org  

Harvie Cheshire
TEEX-ESTI
1100 Merry Oaks Dr. 
College Station, TX 77840-2607

Co-Chairman/ 4th VP
Phone: 979.862.7440
Fax: 979.458.0649
Email: harvie.cheshire@teex.tamu.edu 

Michael Barley
Luminant - Power-Monticello
PO Box 1266
Mount Pleasant, TX 75456-1266

SLOT 17
Phone: 903.577.5041
Fax: 903.577.5263
Email:michael.barley@luminant.com

TEXAS INDUSTRIAL EMERGENCY
SERVICES BOARD CONTINUED

Shawn Snider
SFFMA Past President (2009)
Edinburg FD
PO Box 1079
Edinburg, TX 78540-1079

Past President Liaison
Phone: 956.383.7691
Fax: 956.289.1853
Email: ssnider@cityofedinburg.com  

Pam Maples
3400 Stevenwood Ln
Alvin, TX 77511

Auxiliary President
Phone: 713.594.2787
Email: momonthego@swbell.net

Mary Jane Cargile
TFA
4712 Scott St
Santa Fe, TX 77517-3314

Auxiliary Chaplain
Phone: 409.795.0811
Email: propro999@verizon.net

Ernest Reesing, Jr. 
SFFMA Past President (1988)
Marathon VFD
20 Branch Rd
Alpine, TX 79830-1015

Past President Liaison
Phone: 432.386.2299
Email: ernest.reesing@teex.tamu.edu  

Patrick Hlavaty
SFFMA Past President (1997)
El Campo FD
2012 Wilson Rd
El Campo, TX 77437-9500

Past President Liaison
Phone: 979.543.0341
Email: pat.helen@sbcglobal.net  

Anthony Cargile
Santa Fe Fire & Rescue
4712 Scott St
Santa Fe, TX 77517-3314

Member
Phone: 409.978.2554
Fax: 409.925.7330
Email: propho999@verizon.net

Bill Gardner
Leander FD
PO Box 319
Leander, TX 78646-0319

Executive Board Liaison
Phone: 512.528.2848
Email: bgardner@sffma.org

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER FIRE COUNCIL
Patrick Hlavaty
SFFMA Past President (1997)
El Campo FD
2012 Wilson Rd
El Campo, TX 77437-9500

Dallas Renfrew
SFFMA Past President (2000)
1518 Harvey Mitchell Pkwy
College Station, TX 77840-6209

Alternate State Director
Phone: 979.458.6800
Fax: 979.847.9304
Email: dallas.renfrew@teex.tamu.edu

David Wade
Deer Park VFD
3018 Eileen St
Deer Park, TX 77536-5022

Executive Board Liaison
Phone: 281.478.7281
Fax: 281.478.7289
Email: dwade@sffma.org  

Past President Liaison
Phone: 979.543.0341
Email: pat.helen@sbcglobal.net  

COMMITTEE LISTINGS 

Rogelio Rubio 
South Texas College
PO Box 220
McAllen, TX 78505-0220

Rio Grande Valley District
Phone: 956.202.7740
Email: rrubio51560@gmail.com 
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Billy Haynes	 Past President 1973
PO Box 840	 Phone: 936.328.3121
Livingston, TX  77351-0014	

Bob O’Burke	 Past President 1977
206 McMurry Ave	 Phone: 972.298.3291
Duncanville, TX  75116-3314	 Email: bobdotoburke@sbcglobal.net

Jack King	 Past President 1981
661-B FM 2550 Rd	 Phone: 936.295.2081
Huntsville, TX  77320-1972	 Email: ajackking@aol.com

Ray Williamson	 Past President 1984
320 E Milam St	 Phone: 979.532.2111
Wharton, TX  77488-5024	

Bob Looney	 Past President 1986
220 Juniper St	 Phone: 817.473.1182
Mansfield, TX  76063-1815	 Email: palintex@yahoo.com

Thomas Bledsoe	 Past President 1987
Gilmer FD	 Phone: 903.843.3225
2596 Bob O Link Rd	 Fax: 903.843.3251
Gilmer, TX  75645-7340	 Email: pegbleds@aol.com 

Ernest Reesing, Jr.	 Past President 1988
Marathon VFD	 Phone: 432.386.2299
20 Branch Rd	 Email: ernest.reesing@teex.tamu.edu
Alpine, TX  79830-1015	

Gerald Matheaus	 Past President 1989
Richmond FD	 Phone: 281.232.6871
2226 Ripple Creek 	 Fax: 281.232.3538
Rosenberg, TX  77471-5429 	 Email: fire_2@sbcglobal.net

Billy Mize	 Past President 1991
Burkburnett FD	 Phone: 940.322.5281
808 Easy St 	 Fax: 940.569.4192
Burkburnett, TX  76354-2617	 Email: bmize@nortexrpc.org

J. E. Eckert, III	 Past President 1992
1101 Lake Shore Dr	 Phone: 920.319.6116
Beaver Dam, WI 53916-1239	 Email: jee_eee@swbell.net

Donald Hoffman	 Past President 1993
PO Box 1747	 Phone: 979.836.9473
Brenham, TX  77834-1747	 Fax: 979.830.7144
	 Email: don.hoffman@sbcglobal.net

Deloss Edwards	 Past President 1995
4733 Catclaw Dr 	 Phone: 325.695.5133
Abilene, TX  79606-3217	 Email: deloss36@hotmail.com

Patrick Hlavaty	 Past President 1997
El Campo FD	 Phone: 979.543.0341
2012 Wilson Rd	 Email: pat.helen@sbcglobal.net
El Campo, TX  77437-9500 	

Terry Mayfield	 Past President 1999
Seguin FD	 Phone: 830.401.2310
18156 S State Highway 123 	 Fax: 830.401.2772
Seguin, TX  78155-0845	 Email: tntmayfield@yahoo.com

Dallas Renfrew	 Past President 2000
TEEX-ESTI	 Phone: 979.458.6800
1518 Harvey Mitchell Pkwy	 Fax: 979.847.9304
College Station, TX 77840-6209	 Email: Dallas.Renfrew@teex.tamu.edu	

PAST PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION Michael Looney	 Past President 2001
1110 Danbury Dr 	 Phone: 817.399.4303
Mansfield, TX  76063-6612 	 Fax: 817.399.4343
	 Email: hiwaytoons@hotmail.com

Richard Harmon	 Past President 2002
Cameron Gardens FD	 Phone: 940.767.7557
1841 FM 171	 Email: rm.harmon@hotmail.com
Wichita Falls, TX  76305-6909 	

Tommy Anderson	 Past President 2003
Santa Fe Fire/ Rescue	 Phone: 409.925.7331
12150 14th St 	 Fax: 409.925.7330
Santa Fe, TX  77510-2140 	 Email: fdchief700@comcast.net

David Luedeke	 Past President 2004
Needville FD	 Phone: 979.559.0026
PO Box 132 	 Fax: 979.793.7255
Needville, TX  77461-0132	 Email: chief700@consolidated.net

Robert Welborn	 Past President 2005
Silsbee FD	 Phone: 409.790.1178
505 Winters St	 Fax: 409.385.4761
Silsbee, TX  77656-5033	 Email: BnSWelborn@aol.com

Kyle Stephens	 Past President 2007
Decatur FD	 Phone: 940.627.3199
PO Box 331	 Fax: 940.627.7240
Decatur, TX  76234-0331	 Email: kstephens@sffma.org

Shawn Snider	 Past President 2009
Edinburg FD	 Phone: 956.383.7691 
PO Box 1079		            Fax: 956.289.1853
Edinburg, TX 78540-1079	 Email: ssnider@cityofedinburg.com

Kent Watts	 Past President 2010
Southeast Caldwell County VFD      Phone: 830.875.9239
303 E Bowie St		            Fax: 830.875.9239
Luling, TX 78648-2905	           Email: kentwatts51@yahoo.com

Bryan Rickert		            Past President 2011
Carthage FD		            Phone: 903.693.4855
142 County Road 2791	           Email: brickert@martinapparatus.com
Carthage, TX 75633-6150	

Rex Klesel		             Past President 2012
Alvin FD			            Phone: 281.331.7688
3537 County Road 326	           Fax: 281.331.9713 
Alvin, TX 77511-1564                    Email: rklesel@sffma.org 

GARY TILTON MEMORIAL FIRE PREVENTION 
POSTER CONTEST COMMITTEE

David Wade
Deer Park VFD
3018 Eileen St
Deer Park, TX 77536-5022

Executive Board Liaison
Phone: 281.478.7281
Fax: 281.478.7289
Email: dwade@sffma.org  

Nancy Hall
Gilmer FD
1003 Antelope Rd
Gilmer, TX 75644-5155

Chairperson/ Northeast Texas District
Phone: 903.843.3225 
Fax: 903.843.3251
Email: fireball011465@yahoo.com  

John Mendoza
Cameron FD
715 E 10th St
Cameron, TX 76520-2729

Central Texas District
Phone: 254.697.4702 
Fax: 254.697.3040
Email: fdpdjohn@yahoo.com    

Stanley Morgan
Cameron FD
305 E 9th St
Cameron, TX 76520-2766

Central Texas District
Phone: 254.697.4702
Fax: 254.697.3040

COMMITTEE LISTINGS 
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Isidore Moy
Floresville FD
776 US Highway 181 S # B
Floresville, TX 78114-5135

Guadalupe District
Phone: 830.393.3105 
Fax: 830.393.2056

Elena Sanchez
Sinton FD
PO Box 652
Sinton, TX 78387-0652

South Central District
Phone: 361.364.2381
Fax: 361.364.3781
Email: esanchez1019@sbcglobal.net  

Frankie Salinas
Edinburg FD
821 Park Cir
Edinburg, TX 78539-7306

Rio Grande Valley District
Phone: 956.383.7691
Fax: 956.383.7111
Email: txbighunter@aol.com

Derek Brown
Richmond FD
406 Land Grant Dr
Richmond, TX 77406-2106

Gulf Coast District
Phone: 281.341.8002

Gerald Roberson
Channelview FD
415 E Milton Ave 
Lafayette, LA 70508-7945

Gulf Coast District
Phone: 281.452.5782
Fax: 281.452.2100
Email: geraldtroberson1@att.net

George Tullgren
Deer Park VFD
602 Kingston Ct
Deer Park, TX 77536-6126

Gulf Coast District
Phone: 281.478.7281
Fax: 281.478.7289
Email: getullgren@att.net

Frankie Smith
Madisonville VFD
107 W Turner St
Madisonville, TX 77864-3130

East Texas District
Phone: 936.348.3317
Fax: 936.349.0149

Terry Mayfield
SFFMA Past President (1999)
Seguin FD
18156 S State Highway 123
Seguin, TX 78155-0845

Past President Liaison
Phone: 830.401.2310 
Fax: 830.401.2772
Email: tntmayfield@yahoo.com  

Billy Mize
SFFMA Past President (1991)
Burkburnett FD
808 Easy St
Burkburnett, TX 76354-2617

Past President Liaison
Phone: 940.322.5281
Fax: 940.569.4192
Email: bmize@nortexrpc.org  

Anthony Fox
Petrolia FD
PO Box 39
Petrolia, TX 76377-0039

Red River District
Phone: 940.337.0313
Fax: 940.524.3840
Email: ems12afox@yahoo.com

Angie Sumrall - TFA
16207 Bluebird St
Santa Fe, TX 77517

Ladies Auxiliary Liaison
Phone: 409.739.0622
Email: angela.sumrall@gmail.com

PUMPER RACE COMMITTEE
Stephen Donnelly
Pearland FD
3913 Cedarwood Dr
Pearland, TX 77584-9248

Overall Chairman
Phone: 713.569.6633
Fax: 281.489.3348
Email: jsd3913@yahoo.com  

Henry Horelica
Cameron FD
1505 N Travis Ave
Cameron, TX 76520-1647

3-Man Chairman
Phone: 254.697.4702 
Fax: 254.697.3040
Email: henry_horelica@yahoo.com  

Duane Henry
Conroe FD
PO Box 433
Normangee, TX 77871-0433

6-Man Chairman
Phone: 936.396.9151
Email: duane777@usa.net  

Gary Williams
Pasadena FD
4302 Blind River Dr
Pasadena, TX 77504-3118

3 and 6 Ladies Chairman
Phone: 713.475.5554 
Fax: 713.473.0524
Email: gary3473@att.net  

Alvin Fail, IV
Cameron FD
2804 W 4th St
Cameron, TX 76520-3049

Central Texas District
Phone: 254.697.4702 
Fax: 254.697.3040

Frank Rubio 
Rockdale FD
PO Box 820
Rockdale, TX 76567-0820

Central Texas District
Phone: 512.760.5112
Fax: 512.446.6258
Email: frank.rubio@boral.com

Vic Einspahr
Beeville FD
PO Box 634
Beeville, TX 78104-0634

Guadalupe District
Phone: 361.362.7609 
Fax: 361.362.1637
Email: vicfire@sbcglobal.net  

Gerald Weniger
Seguin FD
PO Box 215
Seguin, TX 78156-0215

Guadalupe District
Phone: 830.401.2310
Fax: 830.401.2772
Email: gweniger@satx.rr.com  

Barry Fuhrken
Bishop FD
400 E 2nd St
Bishop, TX 78343-2235

South Central District
Phone: 361.584.6828 
Fax: 361.584.6168
Email: bfuhrken@stx.rr.com  

Richard Alvarez
Harlingen FD
3510 E Grimes St
Harlingen, TX 78550-1756

Rio Grande Valley District
Fax: 956.430.6672
Email: ralvarez@myharlingen.us

Carl Teaff
Sonora FD
211 E Mulberry St
Sonora, TX 76950-2403

Hill Country District
Phone: 325.387.2428
Email: teaffoil@sonoratx.net

Maray Cearley
Sonora FD
808 E Poplar St
Sonora, TX 76950-2656

Hill Country District
Phone: 325.387.2428
Email: maraycearley@yahoo.com

LaTresha Allen
900 N 5th St
Ballinger, TX 76821

Hill Country District
Phone: 325.977.2525
Email: lallen.surety@verizon.net

Frankie Marcinkiewicz
Cat Spring VFD
11438 Newberg Rd
Cat Spring, TX 78933-5183

Tri-Rivers District
Phone: 979.530.8992
Email: frankm@sffma.org 

COMMITTEE LISTINGS 

Cody Horelica
Cameron FD
1505 N Travis Ave
Cameron, TX 76520-1647

Central Texas District
Phone: 254.697.4702 
Fax: 254.697.3040
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Gerald Matheaus
SFFMA Past President (1989)
Richmond FD
2226 Ripple Creek Dr
Rosenberg, TX 77471-5429

David Luedeke
SFFMA Past President (2004)
Needville FD
PO Box 132
Needville, TX 77461-0132

Past President Liaison
Phone: 979.559.0026
Fax: 979.793.7255
Email: chief700@consolidated.net  

Past President Liaison
Phone: 281.232.6871
Fax: 281.232.3538
Email: fire_2@sbcglobal.net

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS COMMITTEE
Robert Kleen
Blanket VFD
7800 County Road 329
Blanket, TX 76432-6318

Chairman/ Central Texas
Phone: 325.748.3034
Cell: 512.415.7049
Email: rekles@earthlink.net  

Jason Scheel
La Vernia FD
12255 US Highway 87 W
La Vernia, TX 78121-5862

Guadalupe District
Cell: 830.391.4654
Fax: 830.779.1729 
Email: laverniachief@gmail.com  

Matthew Cornell
Pecan Grove FD
1940 Melody Ln
Richmond, TX 77406-2412

Co-Chairman/Tri-Rivers District
Phone: 281.341.5583
Cell: 713.206.0497
Email: cornemat@co.fort-bend.tx.us  

Glenn Johnson
Center FD
PO Box 291
Center, TX 75935-0291

East Texas District
Phone: 936.598.3288 
Email: rgj410@yahoo.com  

Jeri Hamilton
TFA
PO Box 364
Bushland, TX 79012

Ladies Auxiliary Liaison
Phone: 806.290.5845
Email: hamilton5134@sbcglobal.net

Jerry Gomez
Alamo FD
PO Box 871
Alamo, TX 78516-0871

Rio Grande Valley District
Cell: 956.821.9897
Email: Ltlstrait@yahoo.com  

Anthony Cargile
Santa Fe Fire & Rescue
4712 Scott St
Santa Fe, TX 77517-3314

Gulf Coast District
Phone: 409.925.2083
Cell: 409.795.4224
Email: Propho999@verizon.net

Elton Thornell
Brookside Village VFD
5706 W Broadway Lot #7
Pearland, TX 77581-7846

Gulf Coast District
Phone:  281.485.6837
Cell: 281.844.4772
Email: bigehere@att.net

Daniel Hernandez
Lumberton Fire & EMS
8558 Ash Dr
Lumberton, TX 77657

East Texas District
Cell: 409.781.2248
Email: dhernandez@lumbertonfireems.org 

David Andrusick
Center FD
220 James St
Center, TX 75935-3243   

Northeast Texas District
Phone: 936.598.8049
Email: fandrusick@yahoo.com  

Terry Cox
500 McKown Dr
Mansfield, TX 76063-2124

North Texas District
Cell: 817.223.6538
Fax: 817.276.4787
Email: disp6969@yahoo.com

Derek Thayer
Cameron Gardens FD
3351 River Rd
Wichita Falls, TX 76305-7267

Red River District
Phone: 940.767.1723
Cell: 940.867.7836
Emai: dthayer90@yahoo.com

Richard Harmon
SFFMA Past President (2002)
Cameron Gardens FD
1841 FM 171
Wichita Falls, TX 76305-6909

Past President Liaison
Phone: 940.767.7557
Email: rm.harmon@hotmail.com  

Robert Welborn                            Past President Liaison
SFFMA Past President (2005)    Phone: 409.790.1178
505 Winters St                                Fax: 409.385.4761
Silsbee, TX  77656-5033              Email: BnSWelborn@aol.com
            

PUMPER RACE COMMITTEE CONTINUED

RC Flores
McAllen FD
PO Box 220
McAllen, TX 78505-0220

Rio Grande Valley District
Phone: 956.972.7500
Fax: 956.682.0377
Email: rcflores1@yahoo.com  

Jeremy Jennings
Jacksboro FD
203 S 7th St
Jacksboro, TX 76458-2103

Red River District
Phone: 940.567.2883
Fax: 940.567.3875

Juan Hernandez
Uvalde VFD
208 W Nueces St
Uvalde, TX 78801-3614 

Wintergarden District
Phone: 830.278.3334
Fax: 830.278.2234
Email: cj5on39@yahoo.com

Tomas Sanchez
Sinton FD
719 East Market
Sinton, TX 78387

South Central District
Cell: 361.816.9852
Fax: 361.364.3781
Email: tfirebone@yahoo.com

Melissa Sanchez
Sinton FD
719 East Market
Sinton, TX 78387

South Central District
Cell: 361.816.9423
Fax: 361.364.3781
Email: aprilsun428@gmail.com

James Cargile
Santa Fe Fire & Rescue
4223 Avenue J
Santa Fe, TX 77510-8698

Gulf Coast District
Phone: 409.925.7331
Fax: 409.925.7330

Ron Bennett
Retreat VFD
2001 Pin Oak Ln.
Corsicana, TX 75110-9103

North Texas District
Phone: 903.229.7570
Fax: 972.923.0039
Email: rbennett@retreatfire.org

Donald “Cowboy” Wiley
Floydada FD
PO Box 73
Floydada, TX 79325

Panhandle District
Phone: 806.402.4001
Cell: 806.983.4417

Rickey Cearley
Sonora FD
808 E Poplar St
Sonora, TX 76950-2656

Hill Country District
Phone: 325.387.2428
Email: rooter1957@yahoo.com

COMMITTEE LISTINGS 
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Gabi Glass
SFFMA
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

Chris Barron
SFFMA
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

Executive Director
Phone: 512.454.3473 
Fax: 512.453.1876
Email: cbarron@sffma.org  

Staff Liaison
Phone: 512.454.3473 
Fax: 512.453.1876
Email: gglass@sffma.org  

T*FLAG ADVISORY GROUP 

Dave Snell
Luminant - Corporate Office
500 N Akard St Ste 10-115C
Dallas, TX 75201-3302

Industrial Representative
Phone: 214.875.8670 
Fax: 214.875.8636
Email: wsnell1@txu.com  

Ronnie Sexton
Thorndale FD
3705 del Norte Blvd
Temple, TX 76502-1616

Central Texas District
Phone: 512.431.1024 
Email: wgoldwing04@hot.rr.com

Edwin Baker
Stockdale FD
602 S 7th St
Stockdale, TX 78160-6031

Guadalupe District
Phone: 830.996.1383 
Fax: 830.996.1366
Email: chiefsfd4100@gmail.com  

Don McFarland
PO Box 1246
Seguin, TX 78156-1246

Guadalupe District
Phone: 830.822.1188
Email: Don.McFarland@gmail.com  

Barry Fuhrken
Bishop FD
400 E 2nd St
Bishop, TX 78343-2235

South Central District
Phone: 361.584.6828
Fax: 361.584.6168
Email: bfuhrken@stx.rr.com  

R.J. Thomas
Ingleside VFD
3190 Rebecca St
Ingleside, TX 78362-4649

South Central District
Phone: 361.776.7422 
Fax: 361.775.1186
Email: rjthomas@inglesidetx.gov  

Kyle Stephens
SFFMA Past President (2007)
Decatur FD
PO Box 331
Decatur, TX 76234-0331

Past President Liaison
Phone: 940.627.3199
Fax: 940.627.7240
Email: kstephenstt79@yahoo.com

Dan Key
Friendswood FD
2204 Pine Dr
Friendswood, TX 77546-5539

Chairman/Gulf Coast District
Phone: 281.996.3360 
Fax: 281.482.6036
Email: dannylkey@yahoo.com  

Ryan Hudson
Leander FD
PO BOx 319
Leander, TX 78646-0319

Central Texas District
Phone: 512.528.2848
Fax: 512.528.0726
Email: rhudson@leandertx.gov

Ricardo Saldaña
Mission FD
2004 N Bryan Rd
Mission, TX 78572-3028

Rio Grande Valley District
Phone: 956.580.8705 
Fax: 956.580.8712
Email: rsaldana@missiontexas.us  

Kendall Hunting
Alvin FD
1738 Glenview Dr
Alvin, TX 77511-4329

Gulf Coast District
Phone: 281.331.7688 
Fax: 281.331.9713
Email: khunting@cityhall.
cityofalvin.com

Jeffery Thomson
Alvin FD
2305 County Road 284
Alvin, TX 77511-8385

Gulf Coast District
Phone: 281.331.7688 
Fax: 281.331.9713
Email: avfd22@sbcglobal.net  

Jason January
Huntsville FD
PO Box 1
Huntsville, TX 77342-0001

East Texas District
Phone: 936.291.3047 
Fax: 936.291.3472
Email: jjanuary@huntsvilletx.gov  

Barry Barnett
Arp FD
17916 County Road 2142
Troup, TX 75789-3725

Northeast Texas District
Phone: 903.859.5232 
Email: bbarn01@hotmail.com  

Christine Rogalski
Ennis FD
1007 N McKinney St
Ennis, TX 75119-2418

North Texas District
Phone: 972.875.3473 
Fax: 972.875.4615
Email: cookiegirl62@hotmail.com  

Michael Richardson
Decatur FD
608 County Road 4460
Decatur, TX 76234-8138

Red River District
Phone: 940.627.3199
Fax: 940.627.6014
Email: mrichardson@decaturfd.com  

Kyle Donaldson
Sonora FD
125 E Castlehill Rd
Sonora, TX 76950-6632

Hill Country District
Phone: 325.387.2428 
Email: kajed62@verizon.net  

Charles Garris
Pleasanton FD
312 Tagert St
Pleasanton, TX 78064-3964

Wintergarden District
Phone: 830.569.2813
Email: plezfire@2fastmail.com 
  

SITE SELECTION COMMITTEE

Henry Perry
Bastrop FD
PO Box 88
Bastrop, TX 78602-0088

3rd Vice President
Phone: 512.321.5550
Fax: 512.321.1315
Email: hperry@sffma.org  

Jack King
SFFMA Past President (1981)
661-B FM 2550 Rd
Huntsville, TX 77320-1972

Past President Liaison
Phone: 936.295.2081
Email: ajackking@aol.com  

Bill Gardner
Leander FD
PO Box 319
Leander, TX 78646-0319

President
Phone: 512.528.2848
Email: bgardner@sffma.org

Richard Goodney
Colorado City FD
950 E 15th St
Colorado City, TX 79512-4008

Mid-West Texas District
Phone: 325.728.5252
Fax:325.728.9415
Email: fdcc323@aol.com

Clay Deatherage
Shackelford County Rural VFD
3709 US Highway 180 E
Anson, TX 79501-2807

Mid-West Texas District
Phone: 325.338.2507
Fax:325.762.2242
Email: mo2se@att.net

Ted Regnier
VFIS of Texas
3420 Executive Center Dr Ste 301
Austin, TX 78731-1626

Member
Phone: 512.448.9928
Fax: 512.448.9929 
Email: tregnier@vfistx.com

COMMITTEE LISTINGS 
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John McMakin
LaRue - New York VFD
13156 County Road 4325
Larue, TX 75770-4123

   

TCFP BOARD REPRESENTATIVES

Commissioner
Phone: 903.714.6728
Fax: 903.675.4436
Email: johntmc01@gmail.com

TCFP FIREFIGHTER ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE

Gene Giles
Carthage FD
808 Ray St
Carthage, TX 75633-1310

Commissioner
Phone: 903.693.5282 
Fax: 903.693.2474
Email: ggiles@fsbcarthage.com

Billy Mize
SFFMA Past President (1991)
808 Easy St
Burkburnett, TX 76354-2617

Past President Liaison
Phone: 940.322.5281 
Fax: 940.569.4192
Email: bmize@nortexrpc.org 
 

Trey Blocker
508 W 14th St
Austin, TX 78701-1724

Legislative Consultant
Phone: 512.289.4182
Email: trey@treyblocker.com  

Shawn Snider
SFFMA Past President (2009)
Edinburg FD
PO Box 1079
Edinburg, TX 78540-1079

Past President Liaison
Phone: 956.383.7691 
Fax: 956.289.1853
Email: ssnider@cityofedinburg.com  

Chris Barron
SFFMA
4450 Frontier Trl
Austin, TX 78745-1514

Executive Director
Phone: 512.454.3473 
Fax: 512.453.1876
Email: cbarron@sffma.org  

T*FLAG ADVISORY GROUP CONTINUED

Paul Hamilton
Potter County Fire/ Rescue
PO Box 364
Bushland, TX 79012-0364

Executive Board Liaison
Phone: 806.383.3373 
Fax: 806.381.0225
Email: phamilton@sffma.org  

Tommy Anderson                     Past President 2003
Santa Fe Fire/ Rescue               Phone: 409.925.7331
12150 14th St                               Fax: 409.925.7330
Santa Fe, TX  77510-2140        Email: fdchief700@comcast.net

FIRE MARSHAL’S COMMITTEE UPDATE
The certification board updated the Fire Inspector certification 
requirements to meet the NFPA standards.  These requirements 
meet the same standards as the Texas Commission on Fire 
Protection.  To certify as a Fire Inspector one of the following 
curriculums must be met:
1) NFPA 1031: Fire Inspector I, Fire Inspector II, AND Plans Examiner I
2) TCFP Fire Inspector curriculum.
Please take time to read the letter from the State Fire Marshal’s 
Office discussing the line-of-duty deaths (LODDs).  This is one of 
the worst years in Texas history. (available at www.sffma.org) 
The TBFFA Conference is Austin October 21-25, 2013 
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Austin.
SFFMA and the Fire Marshal’s committee would like more 
attendance at the planning session and the conference in June.
The members of the Fire Marsha’s Committee want everyone to go 
home. Please be safe out there.

Edward Walsh FF/LP - Fire Marshal’s Committee

COMMITTEE LISTINGS 

Through our grant with the Department of Homeland Security, SFFMA 
now has recruitment banners available to departments in Texas. 
We will ship your department posters and a 3’ x 12’ banner for FREE. 
All you have to do is email  a request with your shipping information to us. 
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I would like to start off 
thanking everyone for 
their support and kind 
words of encouragement 
as I start my year as your 
Texas Firemen’s Auxiliary 
President. I feel honored to 
be here and look forward 
to working with everyone 
as we move forward to 
improve TFA. I would also 
like to thank the Alvin 
Volunteer Fire Department 
Ladies' Auxiliary, Alvin 
Volunteer Fire Department, 
and the Gulf Coast/Tri-
Rivers District for their 

support through this journey. I especially want to thank my 
family - Gene, Kylie and Dawson. It is through their support 
and understanding that I am able to perform this job. I love 
you guys very much!
My focus for TFA is to get back to the basics and focus on 
what TFA was originally founded for as we move forward with 
advances in technology. TFA was originally organized on June 
15, 1949, for the purpose of promoting closer friendship and 
understanding among the ladies and wives of Texas Firemen. 
As time went on, our by-laws were drafted and changed to 
our current day purpose: to promote the interest and welfare 
of the State Firemen’s and Fire Marshals’ Association of 
Texas; to become better acquainted and promote better 
friendship among the wives, daughters, sister, and mothers 
of Texas firemen; and to assist in every way possible in the 
organization of firemen’s auxiliaries. Everyone’s input on how 
to help us achieve this goal is more than welcome. It will take 
all of us in this organization to work together to get there. 
Plans are already under way to make the 2014 convention 
a success. SFFMA President Gardner and I are working 
together to make sure the convention is successful. TFA 
2nd Vice President Locknane has been working hard on the 
luncheon. She has some wonderful ideas and I have full faith 
the luncheon will be enjoyed by all. 
Other news, the TFA Board has welcomed newly appointed 
Chaplain Mary Jane Cargile.
I want to assure everyone that this board is working together 
for the best interest of TFA. Everyone on the board is here to 
serve the membership of TFA. If anyone has any questions or 
comments, please feel free to contact us.
 
Again, I consider it a privilege to be your TFA President and 
will always cherish the friends I have made through the 
years. 

See you in Lubbock!
 

2013-2014 TFA Executive Board

         Pam Maples
           TFA President



North Central EMS Cooperative

    Phone: 888.603.4426	                         Email: office@ncemsc.org                       www.ncemsc.org

The North Central EMS Cooperative (NCEMSC) is affiliated with the State Firemen’s & Fire 
Marshals’ Association (SFFMA)… therefore, if your service is part of SFFMA, you are part of us! 
SFFMA members automatically become members of the NCEMSC. SFFMA elects to pay your 
services’ annual NCEMSC membership dues ($75 value)! Your involvement is important. We share 
revenue! A percentage of your purchases are returned to SFFMA, which helps SFFMA recoup the 
annual NCEMSC membership dues and support other projects. 
The NCEMSC is a group of more than 4,000 EMS organizations that have joined together to take 
advantage of volume pricing discounts on a wide array of EMS products and services. As an 
SFFMA member, you will have the opportunity to share in these discounts.

Are you tired of paying catalog prices? 
If so, the NCEMSC can help you! 

The NCEMSC assists members in providing 
cost-effective, quality service by negotiating 
discounted contracts for the following 
equipment and supplies: 

Ambulances
Ambulance Remounts 
Billing & Collection Services
Defibrillators/AEDs & ALS Monitors 
Electronic Patient Care Reporting
EMS Legal Services & Seminars
Gas Sensing Technology-CO & LEL Monitors
Fleet Fuel Cards
Medical Supplies & Equipment
Uniforms and Apparel
Panasonic Toughbooks
Patient & Customer Satisfaction Surveys
Promotional Clothing & Items

+ = $aving$ 

NCEMSC Vendors

Inquire Today!



Serving Texas for over 80 Years as the Leader in 

Fire and Emergency Training 

No one else trains more Texas emergency
services personnel than TEEX—the official

state training agency for Texas fire services.

Schedule any of our 130+ courses today!
Call 1-866-878-8900 or visit us online at teex.org/fire.

TEEX Emergency Services Training Institute
ESTI@teex.tamu.edu

•  EMS Academy/ 
EMS Rural Frontier Funding

• ARFF

• Extension/Area/Weekend Schools

• NIMS / ICS

• National Fire Academy

•  Firefighter Recruit Academy   
(Traditional and Online)

•  Texas Fire Officer Programs  
(Traditional and Online)

• Annual Fire Training Schools

C13.7069.08






