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What’s New in 2019?
Big Changes:
• Efficiency Improvements

• ~20% Stringency Increase

• High Performance Walls and Attics 
(Solar trade-off for EE eliminated)

• Quality Insulation Installation (QII)

• New MERV filter requirements

• Solar on every home

• Credit for storage

• Compliance Metric (TDV -> EDR)



Efficiency Measures
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• High Performance Attics
• CZs 4, 8-16
• R-38/R-19

• High Performance Walls
• CZs 1-5, 8-16
• U-factor 0.048

• Quality Insulation 
Installation (QII)



Filter Requirements
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• 2016: MERV-6  2019: MERV-13
• 2” Filter Required

• Exception – may use 1” filter if you meet “face velocity” 
requirement (air flow)

• HVAC design should account for increase in static from MERV-13 
(ACCA Manual J, D, and S)



Solar PV Prescriptive Requirement
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• Required for every home
• Sized to offset kWh 

consumption of the home
• Exceptions (can reduce size or 

eliminate PV altogether)
• Shading
• Roof area
• Other

• Cannot be traded for efficiency 
(HPA/HPW)

• Community Solar/Storage 
Option



Battery Storage Compliance Credit

• Minimum size 5 kWh

• Credit for the Renewable/Flexibility EDR

• Provides flexibility for PV system size

• Can reduce solar size up to 25%

• Using the Performance Method, can oversize solar system 
by 1.6 times to meet over code goals (CALGreen Tier 1, 
CAHP, ZNE

• 3 different levels of control with differing amounts of compliance 
credit

• Grid Harmonization Credit (GHC)

6



Energy Design Rating

Efficiency EDR + Renewables EDR = 
Total EDR
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Strategic Insulation and High Efficiency HVAC 
Example in CZ 12 (Sacramento)

• Complies with efficiency requirements 
while avoiding complications of HPW

• 2x6 Walls 
• Cost of lumber
• Impact on lot size
• Impact on square footage
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Questions?
For more information on WISE Contact: 
Megan Cordes, Program Manager 
mcordes@consol.ws

www.wisewarehouse.org
info@wisewarehouse.org 

mailto:mcordes@consol.ws
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