
These	  five	  areas	  that	  are	  each	  important	  in	  the	  Common	  Core	  (text	  complexity,	  
literacy	  across	  the	  curriculum,	  research,	  college	  and	  career	  readiness	  and	  
mathema:cal	  prac:ces)	  	  align	  with	  the	  INFOhio	  resources	  and	  show	  the	  rigor	  that	  
the	  databases	  bring	  to	  student	  learning.	  	  It	  is	  ok	  to	  use	  Google	  and	  Wikipedia,	  but	  
where	  can	  you	  find	  verified,	  qualified,	  higher	  level	  thinking	  informa:on	  and	  
informa:onal	  text,	  but	  in	  a	  database.	  	  	  
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Text	  complexity	  is	  our	  first	  area	  of	  the	  Common	  Core	  from	  ELA	  that	  we	  will	  be	  
covering.	  	  Text	  complexity	  is	  very	  well	  defined	  in	  the	  Common	  Core	  ELA	  standards	  
and	  is	  important	  for	  both	  teachers	  and	  librarians	  to	  understand.	  	  Text	  complexity	  
leads	  to	  higher	  quality,	  rigorous	  informa:onal	  texts.	  	  	  
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Text	  complexity	  is	  a	  three	  prong	  stool	  that	  covers	  qualita:ve,	  quan:ta:ve	  and	  reader	  
and	  task	  defini:on.	  	  	  

9/14/12	  
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For	  the	  quan:ta:ve	  measure	  you	  can	  use	  either	  a	  lexile	  score	  or	  an	  ATOS	  score	  for	  
Accelerated	  Reader	  programs.	  
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This	  rubric	  is	  used	  as	  a	  qualita:ve	  measure	  of	  a	  text.	  
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This	  is	  done	  by	  the	  teacher	  or	  librarian	  based	  either	  on	  the	  class	  or	  the	  grade	  level.	  
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The	  text	  is	  recommended	  in	  the	  text	  complexity	  band	  on	  the	  grade	  band	  chart.	  
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(Even	  choosing	  excerpts	  from	  Appendix	  B	  is	  less	  effec:ve	  because	  it	  removes	  the	  
reader	  and	  task	  considera:ons	  from	  the	  equa:on.)	  
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Learning	  Commons	  Thing	  #2,	  4,	  8,	  20	  cover	  topics	  that	  hinge	  on	  literacy	  across	  the	  
curriculum.	  
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Learning	  Commons	  Thing	  #2,	  4,	  8,	  20	  cover	  topics	  that	  hinge	  on	  literacy	  across	  the	  
curriculum.	  
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Keeping	  up	  with	  the	  changing	  standards?	  Are	  you	  confident	  about	  teaching	  your	  
students	  the	  inquiry	  process?	  Wish	  you	  knew	  how	  to	  get	  started?	  
Don't	  worry,	  you're	  not	  alone.	  Many	  educators	  are	  in	  your	  posi:on	  and	  are	  looking	  
for	  a	  quality	  solu:on.	  INFOhio's	  IMatrix	  system	  will	  help	  you	  understand	  inquiry	  and	  
offer	  you	  a	  variety	  of	  materials	  for	  classroom	  instruc:on...	  and	  everything	  is	  directly	  
:ed	  to	  your	  standards.	  The	  IMatrix	  cube	  represents	  how	  the	  system	  works.	  The	  
layers	  are	  the	  grade	  levels—Pre-‐K	  through	  12	  (green).	  The	  cube	  is	  four	  rows	  deep	  
with	  each	  row	  represen:ng	  a	  major	  content	  area	  (yellow).	  If	  you	  slice	  the	  cube	  from	  
led	  to	  right	  you	  will	  see	  the	  six	  Dimensions	  of	  Inquiry—each	  represen:ng	  a	  group	  of	  
skills	  and	  steps	  in	  the	  inquiry	  process	  (blue).	  
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No	  maeer	  the	  grade	  you're	  teaching,	  some	  level	  of	  the	  inquiry	  process	  should	  be	  
integrated	  into	  your	  classroom	  instruc:on.	  The	  amount	  of	  informa:on	  you	  can	  find	  
on	  each	  of	  the	  Dimensions	  of	  Inquiry	  is	  phenomenal.	  Wouldn't	  it	  be	  nice	  to	  know	  
what	  skills	  and	  resources	  are	  available	  to	  you	  as	  an	  educator	  that	  meet	  the	  grade-‐
specific	  needs	  of	  your	  students?	  
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Not	  only	  do	  we	  have	  new	  standards	  to	  deal	  with,	  but	  we	  have	  to	  help	  build	  our	  
students'	  inquiry	  skills	  by	  u:lizing	  grade-‐appropriate	  teaching	  techniques	  and	  
resources.	  The	  ques:on	  is,	  where	  can	  you	  find	  all	  of	  these	  resources	  and	  how	  can	  you	  
know	  which	  resources	  best	  support	  the	  teaching	  of	  inquiry	  in	  the	  subjects	  you're	  
responsible	  for?	  
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The	  six	  Dimensions	  of	  Inquiry	  are:	  Ques:oning,	  Loca:ng	  Informa:on,	  Evalua:ng	  
Informa:on,	  Applying	  Informa:on,	  Sharing	  Knowledge	  and	  Reflec:ng.	  Together	  they	  
represent	  the	  inquiry	  process.	  Standards	  now	  require	  that	  inquiry	  be	  taught	  across	  all	  
content	  areas	  and	  all	  grade	  levels.	  The	  IMatrix	  System	  allows	  you	  to	  see	  the	  
hierarchical	  scaffolding	  of	  skills	  in	  these	  dimensions	  from	  early	  grades	  through	  high	  
school…	  and	  by	  content	  area.	  
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Your	  next	  step	  is	  a	  search!	  Look	  at	  the	  cube	  and	  think	  about	  the	  poten:al	  of	  being	  
able	  to	  select	  a	  grade,	  a	  content	  area,	  and	  a	  dimension	  or	  specific	  set	  of	  inquiry	  skills.	  
And	  the	  result	  of	  that	  search—a	  selec:on	  of	  resources	  including	  assessment	  ideas,	  
instruc:onal	  materials…	  even	  cross	  curricular	  connec:ons,,,	  all	  aligned	  to	  your	  
standards.	  That’s	  the	  power	  of	  IMatrix!	  
Keep	  exploring.	  INFOhio’s	  here	  to	  help.	  
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Two	  types	  of	  search	  strategies	  are	  available	  in	  IMatrix.	  	  If	  you	  search	  by	  block,	  you	  
will	  search	  selec:ng	  a	  grade	  level,	  subject	  and	  dimension	  of	  inquiry.	  	  If	  you	  search	  by	  
the	  standard,	  you	  only	  need	  to	  put	  in	  the	  standard	  code	  that	  your	  looking	  for.	  	  This	  
type	  of	  search	  is	  more	  narrow.	  
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Two	  types	  of	  search	  strategies	  are	  available	  in	  IMatrix.	  	  If	  you	  search	  by	  block,	  you	  
will	  search	  selec:ng	  a	  grade	  level,	  subject	  and	  dimension	  of	  inquiry.	  	  If	  you	  search	  by	  
the	  standard,	  you	  only	  need	  to	  put	  in	  the	  standard	  code	  that	  your	  looking	  for.	  	  This	  
type	  of	  search	  is	  more	  narrow.	  
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The	  Results	  tell	  you	  the	  number	  of	  resources	  found	  as	  well	  as	  gives	  you	  the	  ability	  to	  
look	  further	  into	  the	  resources	  to	  see	  cross	  curricular	  connec:ons,	  assessments	  and	  
instruc:onal	  resources.	  	  	  
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These	  resources	  all	  can	  contribute	  to	  literacy	  across	  the	  curriculum.	  	  	  
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